
   

 

Dear Vipers Families, 

 

A s we begin our last full month together this season, I am find-

ing it hard to believe we are already at this 

point.  

 

It seemed like yesterday we debuted our 

new uniforms and look at our Pep Rally. 

Now after almost 200 games have been 

played, and countless hours of practices, we 

can look at how far each team has come in-

dependently. From our State Bound teams 

on the verge of going to the State Tourna-

ment, to the awesome turnaround of our 

Squirt B team, we certainly have a lot to be 

proud of. Congratulations to our Mite A, 

Midget A, and Squirt A teams as they have 

returned from their Silver Stick Interna-

tional Finals. The great memories and ex-

periences these players brought back will 

always stay in their minds.  

  

We have a lot to look  

forward to, both  

on and off the ice.  
  

On the ice our Tier I Girls U12 team re-

ceived their invitation to the Tier I State 

Tournament in Buffalo, we have 5 teams 

heading to Can Am and a few more heading 

to Washington DC all in March. We also 

have our teams participating in the GAL 

The Vipers Pit... 
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You know you 

have been  
bitten when… 
 

you drive a  

little over  

10 hours  

(one way, 

through two  

countries) 

to support your son 

 

(and his team)  

 

and when they 

don’t do as well as 

everyone had 

hoped,  

 

you shake it  

off with  

 

“but you, 

and the team 

played the  

best you could,  

and that  

was great”  

 

followed up with 

the proverbial... 

 

“there is always 

next year”!   

 

Good Dad! 

 

But a 

Great Hockey  

Father! 

playoffs and HVHL playoffs in late Febru-

ary.  Not to mention a few critical State Play-

down games for our Tournament Bound 

teams.  

  

Off the ice our Super Bowl Party is just 

days away and our Wine Tasting Gala will 

be here before you know it (February 26th). 

Both events should be memorable and are a 

great way to meet and socialize with Viper 

parents from other teams. We like to think of 

our organization as a family and these events 

enable us all to be better acquainted. The 

Wine tasting gala will entail numerous wines 

as well as a silent auction and some raffles. 

We are hoping to keep the cost of tuition the 

same as this year by using the proceeds 

raised at the Gala to offset any additional 

costs we incur.  

  

Players, keep skating hard as the end of the 

season is drawing near and Championships 

are in sight. I thank our coaching staff for 

their continued dedication to the Vipers. 

Most importantly I thank all of you for your 

continued support of our program and our 

players. 

 

I hope to see all of you at the rink as well as 

our special events 

 
 

     Dave Mensi 

President  

Vipers Hockey 

Almost home, but still LOTS to do! 
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P A G E  2  

T H E  V I P E R S  P I T . . .  

Can you answer this correctly?  

 (Answer is  on pg  9) 
 

 

 

Ref’s Corner 

The Olympic rules vary from the rules applied in the NHL.  Are the 
following true or false: 

 

In the Olympics, tied playoff games are followed by ten minutes of 
sudden death overtime. If the game remains tied, it is decided by a 

shootout. An Olympic hockey shootout uses five shooters from each 

team. 

 
During the Olympics, icing will occur when an opposing player 

touches the puck after it crosses the goal line.  

 
In the Olympics, when a penalty shot is called,  

any player on the shooting team may  

be selected to take it.  
 

 

Squirts AA in D.C. 
 Squirt AA  

Takes Second Place in the  

Congressional Mid-Winter Classic 

  The Squirt AA team stormed into 
Washington DC on a 2 game winning 

streak and with high hopes of bringing 

home some hardware.   
The stage was set at the Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex in Arlington, VA (practice home to 

the Washington Capitals).  Facing a tough 
East Coast Eagles team out of North Caro-

lina, the Vipers fell short to start the tour-

nament with a 4-2 loss in an extremely 

physical contest.   

Later that day, the team regrouped and 
completely shutdown the Clarkstown 

Capitals, posting a 3-0 victory to get back 

on track.   
On day 2 of the tourney, the team 

would face a resilient and aggressive Alle-

gheny Badgers team.  In a beat’em up, 

shoot’em up style game, forced to kill off 
a 5 on 3 penalty late in the game, our 

Squirts edged their way to a 6-5 victory 

and a Championship round rematch with 
the East Coast Eagles.    

The rematch proved to be a daunting 

task and unfortunately, the Squirts had 
nothing left in the tank to combat the on-

slaught from East Coast.   

The team took home Silver Medals and 

a runner-up banner to hang in the rafters 
back home at WSA.   

 

Congratulations to  

Coach Walter 

 Coach Joe  

and the entire 

Squirt AA team! 

Viper photos are taken  

throughout  the season 

by  

Bob Wilson  
(father of Taylor Wil-

son MMi) and available 

at the Viperpix.com 

website. 

 

These are great action 

photos and every photo 

is suitable for framing.   

 

Need a quick gift for 

Grandma or Grandpa, 
visit the site and find 

your skater by skate 

division. 
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   My Coaches   Brett Kobe Hanson   Squirt B 
 

My coaches help me in lots of different ways. They teach me how to skate, they 
teach me how to handle the puck, they teach me to shoot, and they teach me 

how to pass. Besides these hockey skills, they also teach me to be a good team player. 
How they taught me to skate was with tight turns, stopping, skating backwards, crossovers, 

and figure eights. Playing with Coaches John, David, Mike and Tyler I have learned to skate 
faster and more accurately. Pivot drills that my coaches have had us do have greatly im-
proved my turns on the ice. When we do shooting and passing drills my coaches encourage us 
to have fun and give it our all.  

Playing with the Vipers and Coaches David, John, Mike and Tyler I have learned the im-
portance of being a teammate. During practice when we are doing conditioning drills like 
wall sits, my teammates and I help each other by encouraging each other to finish through. 
Working together as a team we have improved our passing and our triangle around the net. 
My teammates started out as skaters, but are becoming my best friends. As I go along my team 
is getting better and better with our passing, because our coaches are showing us how to pass 
tape to tape. 

My coaches encourage our team to have good sportsmanship when playing other teams as 
well. We are taught not to curse or say bad things to the other teams. At the end of every game 
we congratulate the other team, shake their hands and say good game. When we went to Her-
shey for a tournament last month an opposing team started cursing and yelling at our team 
and some players were hit. Thanks to the things our coaches taught us, my teammates and I 
knew to walk away from them.  

Coach David, Coach Mike, Coach John and Coach Tyler have taught me a lot about 
hockey. Not only the skating skills, but they have taught me the importance of teamwork and 
sportsmanship. Playing with them has not only improved me as a hockey player, but as a per-
son as well.  

The Hockey Contest 

 

Congratulations  

Anthony Stark 

 SAA 
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Hockey 
 

Happy laughter fills the air of the locker room 

Fifteen girls suit up in hockey gear 

Shin guards, socks, pants, shoulder and elbow pads, skates and helmets 
Coach appear and silence falls across the locker room 

Our minds and hearts shift to focus deeply on the game plan 

We grab our gloves and sticks and quickly move to the ice 
Warm up begins 

Butterflies become intense turning our stomachs 

Together as a team we scream 1,2,3 Vipers! 
We are ready! 

We take our positions the whistle blow, puck drops 

People cheering, coaches instructing, players calling for passes 

Clock running, tick, tock, tick, tock 
A defensive player goes behind the net and the puck goes to the hashmark 

A center player gets it, it’s a break away! 

Inside, outside, inside, outside fake the goalie, shot score, goal! 
Fans cheering, players thrilled but remain determined 

Score is 1-0, it is still anybody’s game 

Clock running, tick tock, tick, tock 

The love of hockey always in our hearts! 
 

Madeline Fouts, age 10 

Girls Vipers U12 Tier 1 

Jess  Livornese  

Girls U14 
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Antonio Rubino SB 

Max Pushkin SB 

Colin Wolf  SB 

Tariq Kessaci  SB 

Paris Cippolone GU10 

Brian Kelly  PAA 

Kyle Rothschild SB 
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What is Teamwork 
 

What is team work? You might ask.  If you ask 100 
people you will get 100 different answers.  To me 

teamwork is working together with a group of people 

or a team. When I think of teamwork, I draw a picture 
in my head showing different human beings talking 

together and communicating.  In hockey teamwork is 

hockey player’s on the same team passing, talking, 
patting each other on the back, that is teamwork.  

Hockey is all about teamwork, having fun, and com-

municating to each other.   

 
Now think about it!  

 

Does your hockey team have teamwork.  If your 
team does, that’s great keep it up.  If it doesn’t, try to 

make a difference to get your team to have more team-

work, together with your team.  Teamwork is Hockey. 

   
P.S.  Good Luck all Viper teams! 

 

Brian Kelly PAA 

Hockey 
 
Hockey, Hockey is a sport of strength skill and hard work. 

To play offence you need skill and speed 
To play defense you need strength and a good eye. 
To play goalie you need hand-eye coordination and you need 

to be fearless. 
 
To play hockey you need to work hard and think about what you 
do in hockey practice.  If you think is a joke so you stand in line 
talking and tripping each other and you will do badly in your 
game.  If you don’t listen to your coach, he will make you do 
sprints the whole practice so you will not get much ice time and if 
you are bad you will get benched. 
 
Hockey is a sport of strength, skill and hard work and the most 
important thing in hockey is listening to your coach.  Coaches 
don’t care if you are the “best player on the team”, they just care 
about how hard you work and if you listen to them.  If you are 
winning 10-0 and your coach says don’t shoot, pass to the defense 
and let them score.  Then follow his rules.  If you don’t listen you 
will just simply get less ice time.  Don’t think you can jump onto 
the ice when you want to.  When you are on the coaches’ bench 
you follow his rules. 
 
The best part about hockey is the games when it is close, and you 
are winning by one or two, because you have to fight to win it.   
Even though it might not feel like fun, but those are the games 
that make you better.  When you are wining 12-0 it isn’t fun be-
cause all you have to do is stand there, shoot and yay! You 
scored.  Those games don’t make you better.  And as everyone 
says practice make you perfect! 
 
That is what I think hockey is all about. 
 

Tariq Kessaci SB 

Here’s what  

our Skaters  

think about the game! 

Hockey 
 

My favorite part of hockey is helping my 
team win! 
 

Its is a lot harder to win than lose.  So 
you try your best in practice and 
games, and never give up,  
down by 10 or up by 10!   
 

The work might pay off. 
 

Max Pushkin SB 
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        Thank you ALL! 
 

 

The Tag Sales was a great success.   

 

We would like to thank all those that provided items to the Tag Sale and  

particularly to those that purchased items at the Sale event.  Any items not sold, were 
re-donated to Ice Hockey in Harlem and The Ossining Children's Center.  

 

Special thanks to Suzanne Augustin & Laura Pugliese (as well as their Spouses & 

Kids) for organizing and donating their time and skills to the Sale.                            

A true commitment! 

As well as the following individuals who graciously volunteered to man the tables or otherwise assist in the sale. CJ 

Augustin, Marie Pugliese, Matthew Pugliese, Anthony Mensi (!), Joe Kelly, Keri Keohane, Amaris Guadalupe, Dan-

ielle Chidester, Sue Mackey, Alex Ince. Johnny Month, PJ Colgan, Vinny Firpo, Tara Keohane, Mike Fontaine, and 

all the others that helped and assisted. 

 

 

 

You should already have received your invitation to 

the Premier event of the year.  
 

The Vipers Wine Tasting Gala 
 
Hopefully you have returned it with a positive re-

sponse and we can look forward to you joining us for this 

special evening.  We would also like to see the extended 
family there as well.  Grandma, Grandpa, Aunts and Un-

cles, you can even invite your favorite Teacher, more the 

merrier! All our Coaches are expected to be attending. 

 
Our host, the Sleepy Hollow Golf Course has plenty 

of room.   

 
This social gathering will be a great opportunity to 

visit with Viper friends outside of a super cooled environ-

ment.  To mix with Viper families from other Divisions 

and one where you won’t be screaming at your skater to 
“get back in the game”. 

 

The night offers something for everyone.   
 

Here is a chance celebrate the Viper season, to relax, 

and try some great wines. You will be able have a mean-
ingful exchange with several knowledgeable wine stew-

ards.  They will explain the subtleties of the wines you 

will be tasting, and answer any questions about the indus-

try. 

 
We will also be offering an elegant buffet, a wine bar, a 

Cash Bar, some great Silent Auction items (we may even 

set up a Jets commissary corner). 
  
The evening may hold a surprise or two for you. 

 

Friday February 26, 2010  
7:00 P.M. 

Sleepy Hollow Country Club 

In keeping with the elegance of the Country Club,  
jackets are required for men, and no jeans please! 

 

We would like this evening to be a huge success,  

but we can’t do it without your help and assistance.   

If you have not returned your invitations,  

please do so today.  

AND  INVITE SOMEONE 

(or two someones)! 
 
 

If you can donate Silent Auction items for this event such as; 

sport tickets, sports memorabilia, theater or concert tickets, time 

shares, one of a kind items, and other creative silent auction 

items, please let us know at joekelly318@aol.com. 

 

Thank you! 

Wine Gala 

 The Tag Sale 
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P A G E  8  F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 1 0  

Can you answer these correctly? 

How did you do last month? 

 

 

Two members of the 2010 Team USA Olympic 

Hockey Team also played for the 2006 and 2002 US 

Olympic teams.   
 

Who are they? 
 

 

Want to 

Unsubscribe  

to the Vipers Pit?   

(Or help clean up 

our email listing) 

 

Do so with an 

Email to  
 

vipernewsletter

@optonline.net 
   

Please place  

UNSUSCRIBE  

in the “Subject 

field” 

 

That’s all! 

The Game Page 

JUMBLE 
Can you unravel the Jumbled  

Can you unscramble these NHL defensemen? 
 
N Y R A   E L L R M I  

 

M T I   S H M O A T   

 

H O A A J T N N    U K Q C I   
 

 

 

(Answers on Pg  9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember this is your Enewsletter  

and it’s success means making it relevant  

to all the Skaters  

and their Families.  

If you have contributions, send them to us at;   

vipernewsletter@optonline.net 

Hockey Trivia 
So you think you know Hockey?  Lets see... 

Last Month’s Trivia…. 

 
 

This defenseman won the Norris Trophy as the most valu-

able defenseman 8 times.  Who is he?  (Bobby Orr) 

 
This defenseman won the Norris Trophy 7 times.   

Who is he? (Doug Harvey) 

 
This defenseman won the Norris Trophy 6 times.   

Who is he? (Nicklas Lidstrom) 
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All The Answers! 

 

Answers:   
 
N Y R A   E L L R M I  

 (Ryan Miller) 

 

M T I   S H M O A T   

(Tim Thomas) 

 

H O A A J T N N    U K Q C I   

(Jonathan Quick) 
 

 
 

Jumble  

Answers Refs Corner… 
The answer is; 
 

In the Olympics, tied playoff games are followed by ten 

minutes of sudden death overtime. If the game remains tied, 
it is decided by a shootout. An Olympic hockey shootout 

uses five shooters from each team, as opposed to three each 

in the NHL. (True) 

 

During the Olympics, icing will occur when an opposing 

player touches the puck after it crosses the goal line. (False, 

international hockey uses "no touch" icing.) 

 

In the Olympics, when a penalty shot is called, any player 

on the shooting team may be selected to take it. (true) 

 

Where were  you in 1980? USA Women’s 

Ice Hockey  

Winter Olympics  
starts February 12, 2010 

 

Ice Hockey 

Women’s first game vs. China  

Feb 14 1200pm 
 

Men’s first game vs. Switzerland  
Feb 16 1200pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday the 7th of February  

5:30 P.M.  

 

       

 

 

 

 $20 per Adult $5 per Player/Sibling 

Open Ice 5:50 -7:00 P.M. 

Contact JoAnne Carrier   

jcarrier@meritdirect.com 


