
 

 

August 23, 2013 
 
Hello from SoccerRECYCLE to our partners and support network! 
 
We have an exciting update on a successful project you helped make possible. 
 
SoccerRECYCLE wants to thank you for your efforts and participation in our program--now 
three years old--as we have helped the young people in Haiti where 90% of the young people 
live in horrible poverty with no jobs and a sad future. After each collection at our North 
Kingstown fields, we send the equipment and uniforms to Jean-Michel Voltaire, the Chairman of 
Reunion Sportive d’Haiti (based in Washington, D.C.).  His organization is working in Haiti to 
build skills, character and communities through soccer and education.  He says after the 2010 
earthquake, Haitians have been living in depressed communities and settlement camps where 
the government doesn’t even know of their existence.  Many are living without clean water, 
electricity, paved roads, or medical clinics.  They have nothing. 
 
This summer, Reunion Sportive d’Haiti hosted its 4th annual summer-long soccer camp that 
teaches nearly 900 young people discipline and character while keeping them out of trouble 
during the long, hot Haitian summers. Jean-Michel tells us the camp, which ends in a couple of 
weeks, has been an incredible success, in part, thanks to our contributions.  They distributed 
3,000 soccer/athletic shoes, 2,500 dresses to women, and new and used soccer uniforms which 
also serve as daily clothing for some of the poor. This soccer camp has been so successful, 
they hope to expand it next year to 2,000 young people in several other Haitian communities. 
  
Jean Michel, a native Haitian who is now a trial attorney for the U.S. Justice Department in 
Washington, says he has been touched by groups like ours that have stepped in to help his 
organization’s effort. “Watching the kids who have suffered so much, playing at the soccer 
tournament with persistence, sportsmanship, and determination to move forward, has been an 
unforgettable experience that touched my soul to its core, brought joy to my heart and tears to 
my eyes." 
 
For his work in Haiti, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder recently honored Jean-Michel with the 
Justice Department’s Volunteer Award for Community Service in 2013. In an email to 
SoccerRECYCLE, Jean-Michel said: “I thank you for your support.  I never could have had the 
camp without the support of Ocean State Soccer in North Kingstown, the US Soccer 
Foundation’s Passback Program and Eurosport.”   
  
Again, SoccerRECYCLE thanks our partners: 
 Ocean State Soccer, its players and parents for donating gently used soccer gear each season. 
 Ocean State Job Lot for donating thousands of soccer and athletic shoes--and 2,500 women’s 
dresses. 
And Arpin Van Lines for helping to transport the donations so that they could be shipped to the 
dusty fields in Haiti. 
 
We are pleased to include some heartwarming photos taken at the camp just a few weeks ago. 
Please enjoy them knowing how much we appreciate your help and support. 
 
Sincerely, 
The SoccerRECYCLE team at Ocean State Soccer 
Cassandra and Christiana Layman and Jeff and Rylie Wallace 


