WHYHA Members,
 
Tryouts for the 2013 - 2014 season will begin on March 16th (Please see league website for your player’s specific schedule). Our tryouts are designed to ensure that each player is placed on the team that will give him/her the greatest opportunity to develop their hockey skills and that provide a positive learning experience. There is no process that is perfect but we spend a lot of time evaluating and enhancing our process to ensure that it is fair and objective.
As a parent of a player trying out, here is what you can expect:
 
· If you want to play travel hockey in West Hartford, tryouts are mandatory at all levels.  The only caveat to this rule is if a child is injured and cannot tryout (please let us know prior to tryouts).
 
· Families must be paid in full for the 2012-13 Season or they may not participate in tryouts.
 
· Tryouts are scheduled for two sessions over the course of a week.  Make every effort to attend them all.  If you cannot make a tryout it isn’t the end of the world, but it is a missed opportunity to be assessed by the tryout process.  If you sign up for an A tryout, you must attend the first tryout.
                   
· Based on the expected large numbers at the Squirt and Peewee level, we will again have a separate tryout for the Squirt A and Peewee A teams.  All age appropriate players may attend the A tryout regardless of previous team.  This separate tryout will be conducted over two days and will have a fee of $125. The second tryout for the Squirt and Peewee A teams will be by invitation only based on performance at the first tryout. This information will be posted on our website.  If your child does not make the Squirt A or Peewee A team they will need to attend the other age specific tryout at no additional cost.
                       
· The tryout fee for all teams other than Squirt A and Peewee A is $50 and is non-refundable. (Girls that are trying out for a Mite, Squirt, Peewee or Bantam team, as well as a Girls Team, will only be charged one non-refundable tryout fee of $50, if they attend an A tryout, the fee is $125)
 
· Mites, Squirts, Peewees, Bantams, Midgets and all Girls U12, U14, and U19 will skate separately in sessions over two days in a practice style stations approach. The goal is to have a maximum amount of skill/drill time for each player on the ice. 
 
· After tryouts, teams will be announced on the website and players will be called by the coach of the team.  Players will have a very narrow window (2-3 days) to accept the position on the team.  If players do not accept within the window, their position is forfeited and will be offered to another player.  No exceptions.
 
 
 
There are several changes for 2013-2014 that families should be aware of.  First, second year Bantam players (1999 birth year) that attend high school, will be allowed to tryout for and play Midget if they make they team.  Midget tryouts are in the early Fall.  WHYHA intends to have at least 1 split season and 1 full season midget teams for the 2013-14 season.  Players that choose this option that do not play high school will not be allowed to return to Bantam and must play out the season at Midget (if West Hartford offers a team or not).
                                                                                                            
Any players wishing to play at a division above their intended age (“play-up”) must meet the guidelines posted on the WHYHA website.
 
Due to an outstanding number of girls in the program this year, WHYHA intends to have 2 travel teams at the U12 level.  For now we are calling the new team “U12B” and are targeting girls ages 9-12.  Players interested in this team should attend the U12 tryouts.
 
 
The tryout process for all ages will be as follows:
 
· Pre-registration is required for all ages.  This can be done at the WHYHA website.
· If you do not register 24 hours before the start of the tryout, a $20 late registration fee will apply.
· Players will be split into random small groups of approx. 10 players, prior to the tryout. Players will then be split into 2-3 separate skill stations on the ice including skating, puck handling and game skills. Players will have a set time in each station.  Drills will be pre-determined at each station with at least one coach supervising.  Each player will participate in all skill stations during each tryout. Players will be assessed by independent evaluators.  
· The second day of tryouts will focus more on game play.
· Goalies at each level will be assessed independently based on goaltending skills and will participate in all areas of skills assessment.  Any mites trying out for goalie must skate the first session in player gear.  The second session they will be evaluated in their goalie gear.  If you need goalie gear please request this at least one week prior to the tryouts.  In addition, there will be a separate goalie tryout on that all goalies must attend.  This session is clearly marked in the tryout schedule.
· At the end of the tryout period, all assessment scores will be independently tabulated and rankings will be distributed to team coaches.  Team selection will be based on the combination of: assessment scores, evaluator and coach input and prior year coaches input.  The scores are confidential and are not distributed to any one for any reason.
                                                                                                        
Our goal is to have a spot on a team for every player that tries out, however this is not always possible.  If a mite (U8) age player is not selected for a travel team, they can participate in the Internal Mite program.  If a Squirt age player does not make a team they will be assigned to play Limited Travel/House (see below).  For any PeeWee, U14 and Bantam players not assigned a team, they will be waitlisted, and assigned to an appropriate team, pending an opening.  Between tryouts and the season, many things change, kids move, change schools, get hurt, get selected for elite programs, etc.  Positions do open up all the time, but it requires patience.
 
For 2013-14 we will continue our wildly popular “Limited Travel House Team” for players 10 and under.  This program does NOT require a tryout attendance. All players must have completed at least one year of Internals or equivalent program.  The program will allow selected 11-12 year olds with very limited hockey experience to also play with permission of the league.  This program will Start November 1st and run through February.   We will have skill base practices, cross ice games and full ice games. This team will skate up to 3 times a week – once on a weekday and twice on the weekend.  Each practice will end in a 15-20 min cross ice or full ice game. This team will play both cross ice and full ice games. There will be 8-10 Full ice travel games and one Tournament in Jan or Feb.   A $100 registration fee will save your spot on the Limited Travel House Team and the team is filled on a first come, first served basis. 
 
If you have questions about tryouts, please e-mail me at president@whyha.com
 
See you at the rink.
 
Steve Clement
WHYHA President
 
WHYHA Tryout Committee
Tim Caron
Matt Herz
Carri Roux
Craig Penn
Rob Polo
 
