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As part of the ongoing evaluation of our baseball program and the landscape within the local 
districts and leagues in which our players compete, Redding Baseball has decided that returning 
the program’s affiliation to the Cal Ripken youth baseball organization is a better fit for our 
players going forward.  

We have been chartered with Little League for the last 6 years, but prior to that we were a Cal 
Ripken program for years — they are equally great organizations. They are both built on 
similarly strong principles that also align well with the Boys & Girls Club, and both have helped 
provide us terrific support for teaching our kids about youth sports and the great game of 
baseball.  

But in looking at where our baseball program is now in terms of size, structure and philosophy, 
we believe it make more sense to return to Cal Ripken for a number of reasons, which we have 
highlighted below:  

 Despite being a Little League town the past few years, we have generally continued to 
run our in-house program more in line with a Cal Ripken program because it tends to fit 
our structure, particularly with our move to 50/70 as the core of our 12/11U program. 

  

 50/70 baseball is fundamental to the Cal Ripken developmental philosophy. It has 
become a big part of youth baseball, particularly in our area. Little league has not 
entirely embraced 50/70, which makes it difficult for inter-town games, especially travel 
programs and when summer district play rolls around and we have to go back and forth 
between the two sets of rules.  
 

 When we joined Little League we were a larger program. As one of the smallest towns in 
this area, the size of our program now has continued to exacerbate the challenges of 
crisscrossing age groups and skill levels. Additionally, the Little League towns in our area 
are national powerhouses, making it even more difficult; we usually no longer have the 
numbers for full teams across every age group for inter-town and district-level play. We 
believe Cal Ripken gives us greater flexibility in those scenarios. 

  

 Many more of the Cal Ripken towns we play in this area are aligned with the size of our 
program, which will allow us to be more competitive from an inter-town standpoint. We 



already know them well – our new district will consist of Redding, Bethel, Brookfield, 
New Milford, New Fairfield, Danbury. The neighboring district includes Newtown, 
Southbury, Woodbury, etc (essentially most of the towns along Route 84 that surround 
us).  
 

 Even since we left for Little League, we’ve continued to play more in tournaments and 
the summer travel programs run by the Cal Ripken towns – so for much of our season 
we have remained Cal Ripken anyway!  
 

 It will be easier to play under a single set of Cal Ripken rules all year long, whether In-
house, i84 Travel, Districts, or local tournaments (such as Al Leonard Jimmy Fund in 
Bethel).  

 

 A change doesn’t mean we can’t continue to play games against our friends in Little 
League towns as we’ve always done. Those relationships will continue. In fact, some of 
our neighbors in larger towns have both a Little League and Cal Ripken League.  

 
But we are confident that having our program more in sync with those of other towns more like 
Redding will enhance the baseball experience for our players, as well as help boost our overall 
program within the region in which Redding is based.  
 
The move will help us better foster the right balance of player development and competition.  
 
Ultimately, our focus as always is to make sure our program is built to be as fun as possible 
while teaching the game the right way to players of all skill levels, and we believe that 
committing our in-house development to a single, consistent philosophy with Cal Ripken across 
every level allows us to do that more effectively. 
 
We are very excited about the upcoming season and being part of our new Cal Ripken district! 
While many of us may already be familiar with Cal Ripken Baseball, for those who want to learn 
more about the “Ripken Way” please check out https://www.ripkenbaseball.com/about.  
  
Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions at info@reddingbaseball.org.  

Thank you for you continued support of our Redding youth baseball players and 
Redding Baseball/BGCRE programs!  
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