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PARENTS’ HANDBOOK

2017-2018
Welcome to Kent Youth Hockey (KYH)!

What is KYH?  Since 1964, KYH has served the greater Kent Community by providing the opportunity for instruction and participation in the game of ice hockey to area children.  KYH is a volunteer organization supported solely by donations, fundraising and registration fees. KYH is a member of the Connecticut Hockey Conference which is the state affiliation of USA Hockey.  USA Hockey governs all hockey organizations in the country, including the USA Olympic Team.

The goal of KYH is to teach children the fundamentals of hockey in a fun and positive environment.  As a part of this process, KYH teaches the value of good sportsmanship and personal success gained through listening, learning and practice.  It is our belief that achieving these two goals in a positive environment results in team success and fun for all!

What does KYH consist of?

Learn to Skate and Hockey Development are our introductory hockey programs, running Saturday and Sunday mornings at Kent School.  Participants learn the fundamentals of skating and the game of hockey from USA Hockey certified coaches.   

Travel Teams:  Each year KYH aims to field the following travel hockey teams*:

· Mighty Mite: Instructional, beginner co-ed team for ages 5-8 

· Mite: Competitive co-ed team for ages 5-8

· Squirt: Competitive co-ed team for ages 9-10

· PeeWee: Competitive co-ed team for ages 11-12

· Bantam:  Competitive co-ed team for ages 13-14
*all ages as of 12-31-16

All KYH Coaches have received level 1, 2, 3 or 4 coaching accreditation through USA Hockey sponsored clinics as well as SafeSport training.

Board of Directors:  KYH is governed by a Board of Directors and other officers.  The Board of Directors and officers are selected at the end of the season.  Nominations for these positions can be submitted to any current board member and will be voted on by the Board. The website lists the current Board of Directors, officers and their phone numbers and areas of responsibility.

Anyone wishing to meet with the Board of Directors may submit a written request via email to any Board member to be added to the agenda of the next scheduled meeting.  Once a request has been submitted you should expect to hear back from a member of the Board of Directors as to whether or not your request has been granted and when and where you should plan on meeting.  This response should take no longer than one week to respond.

Please Remember:  We are teaching sportsmanship!

Kent Youth Hockey (KYH) supports USA Hockey's Zero Tolerance Policy.  Any parents/spectators violating the policy will be asked to immediately leave the arena and related premises (e.g., parking lot) and will not be allowed to return for the remainder of the day. In addition, parents/spectators may be subject to other disciplinary action as defined by the KYH’s Code of Conduct.

USA Hockey Zero Tolerance policy for Parents and Spectators

In an effort to make ice hockey a more desirable and rewarding experience for all participants, the USA Hockey Youth, Junior and Senior Councils have instructed the Officiating Program to adhere to certain points of emphasis relating to sportsmanship.  This campaign is designed to require all players, coaches, officials, team officials and parents/spectators to maintain a sportsmanlike and educational atmosphere before, during and after all USA Hockey-sanctioned games.

The game will be stopped by on-ice officials when the parents/spectators displaying inappropriate and disruptive behavior interfere with other spectators or the game. The on-ice officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of removing parents/spectators from the spectator's viewing and game area. Once removed, play will resume. Lost time will not be replaced and violators may be subject to further disciplinary action by the local governing body. This inappropriate and disruptive behavior shall include:

- Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at any time.

- Taunting of players, coaches, officials or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, threat of physical violence or physical violence.

- Throwing of any object in the spectators viewing area, players bench, penalty box or on ice surface, directed in any manner as to create a safety hazard
Financial Information

Kent Youth Hockey attempts to generate sufficient revenues (principally from player registrations and member fundraising) to meet operating expenditures (principally for ice rental, tournament fees, referees, and insurance). Our goal is to provide a high quality, educational, competitive and fun hockey experience. In order to control the growth in registration fees, volunteers are necessary for virtually all of KYH’s operations. Scholarships may be awarded at the discretion of the program Registrar and Treasurer with the support of the President when a family demonstrates exceptional financial need.

KYH’s operating expenses are budgeted annually at breakeven levels. Registration fees for the year are set to achieve this goal with some capital items funded out of prior year fund balances. Most of our revenues are derived from registration fees, with lesser amounts raised from our annual fundraisers, tournaments we may sponsor, Learn to Skate and Hockey Development programs and small amounts raised through the snack bar and sponsorship solicitation. Ice rental, tournament fees, referee fees, insurance, gear and incidental supplies comprise most of KYH’s expenses.   These fees increase on an annual basis and in turn membership fees will as well. 

CHC declared teams are required to commit to end of season CHC state tournaments.  Each year the board of directors makes every effort to cover a portion of the CHC mandated entry fees for these tournaments and will let families know well in advance of the tournaments exactly what their financial obligations will be.

Registration Information

Information regarding registration can always be located on the Kent Youth Hockey website, www.kentyouthhockey.org.   All skaters will be required to register through the USA Hockey website each year.  Once you receive your confirmation a copy must be forwarded to the program registrar at  kentyouthhockey@gmail.com. 

For the 2016-2017 season paperwork required for registration will be the registration form.  Additionally, we need a copy of your child’s birth certificate on file.

Other paperwork may be needed prior to the start of the season but membership will be notified of this by email as deemed necessary by the program registrar.

Paperwork required for registration can be found on the website under the documents tab.  

In addition to these, a signature is required on the bottom the registration form indicating that you have read and agree to USA hockey’s zero tolerance.  This policy can also be found in the documents section of the website.

Also on the bottom of the registration form you will be required to sign stating that you have read and understand all policies set forth in this parents handbook.

No-pay, No-play Policy

Due to problems associated with collecting fees in prior years, KYH has adopted a strict "no-pay, no-play" policy. The new registration policy requires that all fees must be paid, or an extended payment plan must be approved by the Registrar, by the final payment due date as listed on registration form. If these requirements are not satisfied, players will not be allowed to participate. Moreover, a player could lose the right to participate in the program if there is a waiting list to fill open positions.

This policy was enacted after much discussion. The board knows that hockey is expensive, and we will make every effort to accommodate families who may have difficulty making payments and approach the situation in a responsible manner.  

Play Up Policy

Kent Youth Hockey recommends that all players participate within the age groups recommended by USA Hockey. However, KYH also recognizes that some parents may wish to have their child “play up” in an older age group. Though decisions to play up should consider many factors, including safety, skills development and social issues, KYH recognizes the responsibility and right of parents to request the level of play for their child. Therefore, KYH will consider requests for players to play up.  Factors that the board will consider in deciding whether to approve or deny such a request will be the number of players registered and the number of teams planned at the age groups involved. If a petition to play up is approved, the player must participate at the approved level. In particular, no reconsideration will be allowed based upon the team placement following tryouts.

Equipment:

1. All skaters are required to wear hockey skates and a USA Hockey approved helmet with a facemask.  No skater will be allowed on the ice without them. In addition, all players above the Learn-to-Skate level should have the following equipment: a neck guard, hockey gloves, shin pads, cup protector, elbow pads, shoulder pads, hockey pants, hockey socks and practice jersey.  Mouth guards are only required for Squirt level on up, but are strongly recommended for younger players.  Per USA Hockey rules, mouth guards must be of solid color and have a strap to connect to the facemask.  KYH provides game jerseys for all teams.  

2. Hockey sticks: Sticks are a crucial piece of equipment!  The wrong stick can hinder a player’s ability to learn how to puck-handle and shoot.  KYH recommends for all beginner level players the use of “youth” sticks, which have straight blades and a thinner shaft.  This type of stick should be used until the player’s hand size and skill level indicate that an adult shaft and a curved blade are appropriate.  While curved blades are “cool” they actually prevent young players from developing good passing skills and backhand passing and shooting.  A slight curve is okay at the Mite level and above.

3. Stick Height:   The proper height is determined by holding the stick parallel to the body (wearing street shoes) with the tip of the blade on the ground.  The shaft should end just under the nose.  When wearing skates, with the stick in the same position, the shaft should just reach the bottom of the chin.

4. Where to find equipment?  Wesco in Brookfield, Cosby’s in Sheffield and Ferguson’s Center Ice Sports in Bridgeport.

Responsibilities of all parties:

1. Practice: All players should be ready to play, with skates tied, all equipment properly on and secured, and helmets strapped on, five minutes before the start of practice.  It is disruptive to have players straggling on to the ice after the start of practice.  Remember ice time is the #1 need of all players and the #1 expense of the program and should not be wasted!

2. Games: Players should be ready to play no later than 15 minutes before game time.  Games will start on time with or without all players being present.
 

3. Parents: KYH requires that all parents help contribute to the many responsibilities of each team. A parents’ representative will be selected by the Board for each team, whose job it is to set up a phone chain and any other team functions.  Parents are responsible for helping with the snack bar (an important fund raiser), monitor the warming room at Kent School, run the scoreboard/clock during games, and help with score keeping and monitoring the penalty box.   

4. Snack Bar:  As stated, the Snack Bar is an important fundraiser as well as a welcoming site to fans.  Each family will be assigned snack bar rotations by the Team Parent.  It is your responsibility to find coverage if you will not be able to fulfill your obligation in the assigned time slot, please do not expect your team parent to re-assign for you.  

5. Zero Tolerance:  USA Hockey has instituted a zero tolerance rule in relation to referees.  Referees can penalize a team or eject any player or coach for subjecting them to verbal abuse.  CHC and KYH have extended this rule to cover parents and/or fans in relation to coaches, players and referees.  If a parent is being abusive before, during, or after a game, KYH reserves the right to remove that person from the rink if the abuse does not stop after a warning.  Please remember that players are kids, coaches are volunteers, and referees are human.  Root for your team or players in a positive manner.  Also, referees do not win or lose games for a team and bad calls usually even out over the course of the season.

6. Playing Time:  All players will be given their fair share of ice time but coaches do have a right to coach!  Penalties and power plays can effect playing time depending on which players the coaches feel are best suited for the situation.  In order to teach a player, a coach may “sit” a player for a shift or two to make a point.  Very often, playing time is the only tool a coach has to get a player to respond to instruction.  Parents are encouraged to talk to coaches when such situations occur, but are asked to wait 24 hours before doing so. Players are encouraged to practice harder if a lack of playing time is due to a lack of skills.  Remember that playing time is a privilege earned through hard work, commitment, and practice; playing time is not a right obtained simply by admission to the program.

7. Coaches: Please remember to let coaches coach.  Do not lose site of the fact that they are volunteers.  Do not second-guess the coach in the player’s presence.  This undermines the coach’s authority and the player’s willingness to listen.  Do not coach your child in techniques or strategies that are contrary to the coach’s.  This, again, undermines the coach and can unintentionally result in a lack of ice time for the player because he/she is playing improperly.

8. Enjoy the Game!  Hockey is supposed to be fun, so let it be!  Please do not make hockey a stressful chore for your child….it can result in ruining the experience for everyone involved.

9. Game jerseys:  It is the responsibility of all players and parents to keep all game jerseys in good condition.  This includes keeping game jerseys on hangers and taking care to wash all jerseys inside-out and on a gentle cycle.  Kent Youth Hockey may allow other patches or decals to be affixed to game jerseys at any time with the approval of the board of directors.  Additionally, remember that these jerseys stain very easily.  Please keep in mind Kent Youth Hockey’s rule of arming your children with only clear liquids while on the bench.  By signing on the registration form that you have read the parents handbook you are agreeing to these terms and conditions.

KYH Complaint Procedure

1. If a parent has a complaint concerning a coach, KYH requires that the parent wait 24 hours before filing the complaint.  This is to allow a “cooling” off period to examine whether the complaint is valid.

2. After 24 hours, document your complaint in writing and discuss with a Board Member (current members and contacts listed under “Board” on website).  Complaints must be in writing.

3. The Board will then ask the coach for his/her version of events, and the problem will be submitted to the entire Board for appropriate reconciliation.

4. The reconciliation will then be communicated to both parties.  All decisions and/or punishments determined by the Board are binding for all parties involved.  Failure to abide by the decisions of the Board can result in expulsion from the program.

5. Please think over complaints carefully.  The coach has a responsibility to all players individually, and to the team as a whole.  Frivolous complaints will not be tolerated any more than inappropriate behavior by a coach.    

THANK YOU

FOR BEING A PART OF

KENT YOUTH HOCKEY’S 53rd YEAR!
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