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Manager/Coach Selection Process 

Any volunteer that wishes to be a Manager of a team must submit a letter of intent to the 

League President.  If there are more candidates then teams to manage, each candidate will be 

asked to make a presentation to the Board of Directors.  The President will provide his/her 

recommendation on the nominees for the open position(s).  In addition, the Board of Directors 

will vote on the candidates with the understanding that the majority vote will determine the 

Manager selected.  

 

Assistant coaches at the Majors division can’t be determined until after the draft process has 

taken place.  Once the draft process is complete the Manager may select their assistant 

coaches.  The Minors division Manager is allowed to select up to two (2) Assistant Coaches prior 

to the Minors Evaluations.   

 

All volunteers must complete a background check form and be cleared by the Safety 

Coordinator prior to being selected as a Manager or Assistant coach at any level. 

 

T-Ball Division 

Overview: Consists of a up to a 10 game season and is a basic introduction to baseball.  All 

players play in the field on defense and hit off of a tee on offense.  Generally one game and one 

practice every week during the season.  This is the default league for all little league age 4 and 5 

year olds and first year 6 year olds.  All 4 and 5 year olds will be placed in the T-Ball Division, 

this includes 5 year olds that played as a 4 year old. 

 

T-Ball Rules 

1. Games will last no longer than 1 ½ hours 

2. No score shall be kept during the game 

3. Helmet with mask shall be worn at all times by any player who is batting or running the 

bases. 

 



 Southington North Little League Local By-Laws 

League ID# 207-05-10 

2018 
 
 

4. Every player on the team will bat each inning.  The last batter is the “home run hitter”.  

All runners run all the way around the bases.  The defense waits until the batter crosses 

home plate to leave the field. 

5. Batters hit off the tee set up in front of home plate by a coach. 

6. Each player will only advance one base each time the ball is hit (exception “home run 

hitters at bat explained in rule #5 above). 

7. Base runners are not allowed to lead off of any base. 

8. Every player on the defense will be on the field when the opposing team is batting.  No 

more than 6 (including the player positioned on the pitcher’s mound) shall be in the 

infield.  There will not be a ‘catcher’ position.  Coaches are allowed on the field to direct 

players where to run or throw the baseball. 

9. The batting order and fielding positions are changed every inning. 

10. Coaches should introduce coach pitching half way through the season, sooner at practices. Toss 

up to 5 pitches, then bring the tee out to move the game along Rosters are built by Player 

Agent. 

 

Farm Division 

Overview: Consists of up to a 15 game season and intended to be an instructional division of 

baseball.  Intended for players leagues 6 through 8.  Eligible players include – 6 year olds who 

played 1 year of T-ball, all 7 year olds and 8 year olds who did not participate in evaluations or 

who did not get drafted to the Minors division.  All players play in the field on defense including 

a ‘catcher’ position.  Coach pitch utilized at the beginning of the season and anytime at the 

coaches discretion.  Player pitch utilized throughout the season or at coaches discretion.  

Games consist of 3 out innings or one time through the batting order.  Bunting and stealing 

introduced per below rules and batters advance at own risk on batted balls.  1-2 games and 1 

practice every week during the season.  This is the default league for all 7 year olds & any 8 year 

old that does not participate in evaluations. 
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Farm League Rules 

1. No new inning shall start more than 90 minutes from start of game. 

2. Beginning portion of season the coach will pitch to batters:  Batter will get seven pitches 

per plate appearance. 

3. After first 4 games or earlier – coaches discretion for kids pitch:  Opposing teams pitcher 

throws 4 pitches per batter from 35-40’.  If ball is not batted into play the coach with 

throw 3 pitches to the batter.  No player pitches more than 1 inning in each of these 

games.  There are no strike outs.  Batting Tee may be used for players if necessary. 

4. Extra base hits and/or advancement of runner’s more than one base on a play shall be 

at the discretion of the base coaches.  In general runners should not advance more than 

one base on miscues by fielders or when ordinary effort should halt a runner. 

5. All players are required to use helmets with a faceguard. 

6. There is no official score keeping except per below. 

7. Teams will provide their own base coaches and pitchers. 

8. Each team may have up to 3 coaches in the field to provide instruction. 

9. Outfielders must play at least 10 feet deep from the edge of the infield 

10. Must play with a standard infield alignment (1-Pitcher, 1 Catcher, 1-1st baseman, 1-2nd 

baseman, 1-3rd baseman and 1-Shortstop).  All remaining players must play in Outfield 

positions. 

11. No bunting or stealing allowed except per below. 

12. No advancing on overthrown balls. 

13. No sliding into bases. 

14. Runners may slide into home in order to avoid a collision. 

15. There is no on deck batter. 

16. Exposure to multiple positions is encouraged if deemed safe by the coach. 

17. Keep score last 7 games.  Max runs 5 per inning, or 3 outs 

18. Last 5 games of season bunting is introduced (parameters decided by coaches prior to 

game) and base stealing is allowed up to 1 total per ½ inning.  No stealing of home plate. 

19. Rosters are built by Player Agent 
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Minors Division 

Overview: 15 game season plus playoffs.  Intended for player’s league ages 8 through 11.  A 12 

year old can play with a waiver from Little League.  8 year old players that wish to play in 

Minors must participate in evaluations.  Games will be played under Little League rules with 

exception as outlined in local rules.  Two games and one or two practices every week during the 

season.  This is the default league for 9, 10 & 11 year old players that do not participate in 

evaluations.   

  

 Minors Roster Selection 

1. Rosters will be assembled by the Player Agent based on coach evaluation scores and in 

the presence of the League President.  Any players league age 8 to 11 and not selected 

by a Major’s team are eligible for the Minors division. 

2. Head Coaches and Assistant Coaches will attend evaluations and score each player in 5 

categories (Hitting, Throwing, Fielding, Running and Pitching).  Ratings of 1-5 in each 

category will be provided.  Each team will turn in one score sheet on all players. 

3. The Player Agent will total all scores from the coaches and evenly assemble the rosters. 

4. Head coaches will be allowed to select and declare up to two (2) assistant coaches prior 

to the evaluations.  Sons or daughters of head coach and declared assistant coaches that 

are Minors eligible will automatically be placed on the team.  Head coaches shall have 

written confirmation from assistant coaches prior to the evaluations that they plan to 

participate with the head coach.   Head coaches will not be permitted to solicit assistant 

coaches during or after evaluations until after rosters are selected. 

5. A maximum of 3 total players per team can be reserved by declared head and assistant 

coaches.  These players shall participate in evaluations but will be assigned to the 

declared team.  In the case of a coach (es) having multiple siblings such siblings shall be 

declared prior to the roster selection and will be assigned accordingly to the team. 

6. If a team is assigned a player who has a sibling also available in the division, that team 

will also be assigned the remaining sibling.   
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7. If a player joins the league after the rosters are developed, they will be added to the 

team that would have been assigned the next available player.  Process will continue 

adding one player per team as long as necessary. 

8. No post roster selection trades. 

9. Players will not return to their same Minors teams the following year if not selected by 

Majors. 

10. Requests to play for certain teams and requests by coaches for certain players will not 

be honored.  Players will be assigned in order of ranking from evaluations to assemble 

even teams. 

 

Minors Division Rules 

Minors will follow the basic rules of little league baseball as indicated in the Little League Rule 

Book.  The only exceptions are: 

1. Maximum runs allowed per ½ inning is five (5). 

2. No infield fly rule. 

3. No advancement by the batter on a dropped third strike.  The batter is out. 

4. Stealing of bases is unlimited with the start of the season except, stealing of home plate 

is only allowed a maximum of once per ½ inning.   

i. Stealing occurs when the ball has crossed the plate.  There is no leading. 

ii. Stealing/advancing on a passed ball is prohibited once a team has a lead 

of 8 or more runs. 

iii. Unless the ball is put into play by a batter, or a play is attempted to get 

the runner out, anything else is a steal attempt. 

iv. No advancement on an overthrow during a steal attempt – one base per 

play on a steal. 

v.  

5. Minors will use a continuous batting order.  A player arriving late can be inserted into 

the last spot in the lineup upon arrival. 

6. Minors will use 9 players in the field. 

7. Mandatory ‘feet first’ sliding at home plate when there is a play at the plate. 

8. Players are required to use helmets with a facemask. 
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9. Games will be up to six (6) innings with no new inning to start after the one hour & 45 

minute mark if there is another game scheduled, especially on weekends.  If there is no 

game on the field afterward, no new inning can start after the 120 minute mark.  The 

start of an inning shall be upon the third out of the previous inning. 

10. All players will play minimum of 9 defensive outs per game.  No player shall sit on 

defense for more than 6 consecutive outs. 

11. There is no on-deck batter.  The only player with a bat shall be the hitter. 

12. Pitching counts are as follows (Age refers to Little League Age, not actual).  A pitcher can 

complete the batter they are facing if they started prior to their pitch limit. 

i. 8 year old – 50 pitches 

ii. 9 -10 year old – 75 pitches 

iii. 11 year old – 75 pitches 

13. Pitching rest requirements per Little League Rule Book  

14. Pitch count records to be enter on the website after each game. 

15. A pitcher who hits 3 batters in a game must be removed. 

16. A player who catches 4 complete innings or more is not eligible to pitch the remainder 

of the calendar day. 

17. A pitcher who throws 40 pitches will not be eligible to player the position of catcher the 

remainder of the calendar day. 

18. All Coaches are encouraged to bat each player in each position in the batting order over 

the course of the year and plays each player at multiple positions throughout the 

season. 

19. One (1) Manager and up to three (3) assistant coaches will be permitted in the dugout.  

At least one must remain in the dugout at all times with the players. 

20. Player may not advance more than 1 base on a walk 
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Minors Playoff Format 

 

Seeding for the Minors Playoffs is based on Regular season finish.  Ties will be broken by head 

to head record.  If head to head does not break the tie, same tie breaker rules apply as 

explained in Majors Division below.  Two playoff formats listed below – 1 version for 8 team 

division and 1 version for 7 team division. 

 

 

 

 8 Team Format 

Game 1 #1 vs #8 

Game 2 #2 vs #7 

Game 3 #3 vs #6 

Game 4 #4 vs #5 

Game 5 Game 1 Winner vs Game 4 Winner 

Game 6 Game 2 Winner vs Game 3 Winner 

Game 7 Championship Game - Game 5 Winner vs Game 6  

 

 7 Team Format 

Game 1 #4 vs #5 

Game 2 #3 vs #6 

Game 3 #2 vs #7 

Game 4 #1 vs Game 1 Winner 

Game 5 Game 2 Winner vs Game 3 Winner 

Game 6 
Championship Game - Game 4 Winner vs Game 5 
Winner 

 

           6 Team Format 

 Game 1 #4 vs #5 

Game 2 #3 vs #6 

Game 3  #1 vs Game 1 Winner 

Game 4 #2 vs Game 2 Winner 

Game 5 Game #3 Winner vs Game #4 Winner 
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Majors Division 

Overview: 18 game season plus playoffs and town championship.  Intended for player’s league 

age 9 through 12.  Games will be played under Little League rules.  One or two games and two 

or three practices every week during the season.  Cannon participate in majors without 

participating in evaluations. 

 

Major’s Draft 

 

1. Will use a version of Little League Draft Plan B with some variations. 

2. There will be 6 Majors teams  (if 7 teams changes noted below) 

3. Each team will be started with 1 Manager  

a. Managers selected as outlined in By Laws 

b. Each Managers child or children will be automatically placed on that managers team, 

each manger will automatically use 1st round draft pick for their child.  

c. Each team will then make 10 additional selections to complete their roster of 11 players. 

4. Draft order will be selected by ranking of managers kids; 1-6 ranking will be done by 

independent evaluators (0r 1-7 if 7 team division).  Rankings will be 1-6. Example 1st pick will be 

highest ranked managers kid that manager will automatically select his child, 2nd pick will be 2nd 

highest ranked managers kid and that manager automatically selects his child, and so on till 7th 

pick. 7th pick will be the 1st real LIVE pick of draft and will go to the coach with the lowest ranked 
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kid; the rest of the draft will follow the snake draft described below. (8th pick if the division 

consists of 7 teams) 

5. The draft will be conducted in serpentine style (aka, “Snake Draft”) as outlined below (each 

Round is the Reverse order of the previous round) 

a. Round 1 - #1 Team A, #2 Team B, #3, Team C, #4 Team D, #5, Team E, #6 Team F. 

b. Round 2 -#7 Team F, #8 Team E, #9 Team D, #10 Team C #11 Team B, #12 Team A 

c. Round 3 – back to Round 1 order and will follow this format until completion  

d. Each team will draft in this order until all teams have 11 players (66 total players drafted 

to Majors- 6 Teams, 11 players per team) 

6. All Returning players from the Majors Division must be drafted in the draft.  The Player Agent 

will be responsible to ensure this happens. 

7. All league age 12-year olds moving into Majors must be drafted (defined as league age 12-year-

old that did not play in majors last year – played Minors or did not play at SNLL) 

8. Draft eligible player list will be assembled by Player Agent based on player evaluations (see How 

Draft Eligible player list is conducted below) 

9. Once the player draft begins teams will be permitted to select any player on the list of draft 

eligible players.  This includes returning majors players, league age 12-year olds or “at large” 

selections. 

10. Siblings must be selected within two rounds of first sibling being selected.  Example if drafted in 

Round 3, sibling must be drafted in either Round 4 or Round 5. 
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11. Draft will take place at 7:00 pm on March 4, 2018 (location TBD) 

12. Draft attendees will be Player Agent, who will coordinate and run the draft, League President, 

VP of Majors and All Majors Managers 

 

How the Draft eligible player list will be assembled 

1. All non-returning Majors players must attend at least 50% of player evaluations to be eligible to 

be drafted to a Majors team. 

2. Evaluations will take place March 3rd & March 4th, 2018, Same Schedule for both days  

A. 8 am - Returning Majors Players (regardless of age) 

B. 9 am - 11 and 12-year old's not in Majors last season 

C. 10 am - 10-year olds 

D. 11 am - 9-year old’s 

E. 12 noon - 8-year old’s 

 

3. Evaluation Panel will consist of an Odd number of evaluators. The panel is below  

A. All 6 Majors coaches  

B. VP of Majors 

C. VP of Minors 

D. Umpire in Chief. 

E. Safety Manager 

F. Coaching Coordinator 

 

4. The Panel will evaluate all players and provide the Player Agent with the list of evaluations. The 
player agent will input all the evaluations in a spread sheet and will form a ranking of 66 major 
must draft players.  (The forced 12s and returning Majors players will be automatically added to 
the list. 

 

5. Major Managers shall not evaluate their own kids.  
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6. This list will be known as the draft pool the ranking will be shared, only among Majors 

Managers. 

a. The 66 eligible player’s names will be given to each major’s manager. 

b. All players listed in the draft pool must be drafted. However, they can be picked in any 

order the coaches choose.  

7. Any player not on this list will not be eligible to be drafted by a Majors team. 

 Note 1: In order for any league age 9 players to be included on this master list that 

player must be present on 5 out of 6 of the manager’s lists.  If a 9 year old had received 

enough votes to be part of the master list, but was on fewer than 5 of the managers’ 

lists, that player is dropped out of consideration to be drafted to majors, and everyone 

below on the master list moves up one position. 

 Note 2: A manager is not eligible to manage in majors if it would require moving up a 9 

year old son or daughter, and the manager has no other older sons or daughters on the 

team. 

 

 

 

Majors Rules 

1. Utilizing Little League Rule Book with the few exceptions listed below. 

2. Will play “dropped third strike.” 

3. Every player on the roster must play 4 complete games (6 consecutive innings of playing 

time) during the regular season schedule of 18 games.  Games shortened by the ‘mercy 

rule’ (see below), or by weather, etc. which are still official games (i.e. don’t need to be 

made up) will count as one of the 4 complete games as long as they have played in all 

innings of that game.  If a game goes to extra innings, players who have played 6 

complete innings may be substituted for (within the normal substitution rules), and still 

get credit for one of their required complete games.  Games played for another team as 
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‘replacement player’ (see below) do not count.  In the event a player is brought up from 

Minors mid-season, that player will be entitled to a pro-rata percentage of complete 

games. 

4. In the event the ‘mercy rule’ comes into effect, and a player does not receive his 

minimum playing time (6 defensive outs and 1 at-bat) pursuant to section IV (i) (page 

36), that player will start the next game and must play 12 consecutive defensive outs 

and bat at least 2 times. 

5. Rule 4.10€ has been amended to 15 runs instead of 10 runs.  The mercy rule goes into 

effect after 4 innings or 3 /12 if the home team is up. 

6. Utilize a Replacement Player System in the event a team cannot field 9 players.  Before 

the season, each manager will be asked to provide a list of 3 or 4 players on their team 

who may not get as much playing time as others to the Player Agent.  If a team cannot 

field 9 players 15 minutes after the scheduled start time, that team will forfeit that 

game.  The Player Agent will choose the replacement player based on a consistent fair 

selection process. 

7. Batters may not show bunt, then pull the bat back and swing away.  Batters may show 

bunt and pull the bat back, to take the pitch, however. 

 

Playoffs 

Tie breakers for playoff seeding and regular season final rankings are: 

a. Two teams: Head to Head.  If tied, each team’s record vs the team occupying the 

highest position in the final regular season standings (or in the case of a tie for the 

championship, the next highest position in the regular season standings) continuing 

down through the standings until one teams gains an advantage. 

b. Three or more teams: Head to head among the teams.  If tied, each team’s record vs 

the team occupying the highest position in the final regular season standings (or in 

the case of a tie for the championship, the next highest position in the regular 

season standings) continuing down through the standings until one team gains an 

advantage.  For the remaining teams, revert back to rule a. or b. 
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Playoffs shall be double elimination in accordance with the following bracket.  Higher seed shall 

be home team with exception of Game 13, if necessary, shall be decided by coin toss. 

 

 

Majors Playoff Format 

Playoffs are a double elimination tournament.   Seeding is determined based off of regular 

season standings.  Tie breakers explained in the above. 

 

 
Game 1 #4 vs #5 

Game 2 #3 vs #6 

Game 3 #1 vs Game 1 Winner 

Game 4 #2 vs Game 2 Winner 

Game 5 Game 2 Loser vs Game 3 Loser 

Game 6 Game 1 Loser vs Game 4 Loser 

Game 7 Game 3 Winner vs Game 4 Winner 

Game 8 Game 5 Winner vs Game 6 Winner 

Game 9 Game 7 Loser vs Game 8 Winner 
Game 
10 Game 7 Winner vs Game 9 Winner 
Game 
11 Champ Game (if necessary) 

 

 

All Star Selection 

Southington North sponsors the following All Star teams: 

 11/12 year old All Star team.  This team is comprised of 11 and 12 year olds*.  This team 

participates in District level competition and has the chance of advancing to play at the 

Sectional, State, Regional and Little League World Series levels.  The team also 

participates in the Alan S. Bator Memorial Tournament following the completion of 

District play. 

 10/11 year old All Star team.  This team is comprised of 10 and 11 year olds*.  It 

participates in District level competition and has the chance to advance to Sectional and 
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State level play.  This team may also participate in other Invitational Tournaments 

following the completion of District play. 

 9/10 year old All Star team.  This team is comprised of 9 and 10 year olds*.  It 

participates in District level competition and has the chance to advance to Sectional and 

State level play.  This team may also participate in other Invitational Tournaments 

following the completion of District play. 

 Yalesville Invitational team.  This team is comprised of players 10 and under.  This is an 

invitational tournament.  Teams do not advance beyond this tournament.  This team is 

comprised of a mixture of Major League and Minor League players.  Participation by 

Major League players is limited by the tournament sponsors. 

 Forestville Invitational team.  This team is comprised of players 11 and under.  This is an 

invitational tournament.  Teams do not advance beyond this tournament.  This team is 

open to Minor League players only. 

 

How are players selected? 

For each of the three District teams (9/10’s, 10/11’s and 11/12’s) Southington North has 

adopted the following selection procedure in an effort to give every player a fair opportunity to 

be selected while trying to field teams that have the best chance to succeed. 

 

Near the end of the regular season, all 6 major league managers, the League President and the 

Player Agent will assemble to discuss and vote on players for all three teams beginning with the 

11/12 team, then the 10/11 team and finally the 9/10 team.  In addition all the players in the 

league complete a similar ballot – voting for their age group only, example 12 year old will place 

votes for players to make the 11/12 year old team only.  Each of the 6 managers is asked to 

evaluate and present pros and cons for all of the players on his or her team that are eligible for 

the team in question.  After all eligible players are evaluated the selection process begins as 

follows: 

 

1. The 6 managers are asked to vote via secret ballot for the top 9 players. 

2. The top 9 vote getters are to be given an invitation to play for that team.  The players 

vote is counted in the first ballot as equal to one manager.  In order for a player in the 
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younger half of the age group (i.e. an 11 year old playing on the 11/12 team, etc.) to be 

placed on the team they must be voted in this group to make the team ahead of a 

player in the older half of the age group. 

3. If there is a group tied in the vote at the cut-off point a vote is held for that group by all 

managers to break the tie.  These nine are on the invitee list for the team. 

4. Another ballot is taken to vote for a pool of players the All-Star Manager will be allowed 

to choose from to fill out the team.  This pool will consist of 6 players.  If there is a group 

of players tied for the last spot in this pool they all will be included in the pool.  The 

Manager will then choose the final 3 spots on the roster 

 

How are managers and coaches selected? 

Managers of All Star teams must be a manager or coach of a regular season team.  Any regular 

season manager or coach may submit a letter of intent to manage an All Star team.  Managers 

are selected by the Board of Directors.  The Board selects managers that they feel give the team 

the best opportunity for success.  This will be done by a majority vote conducted by the Board 

of Directors.  The manager is not selected until the player selection process above is complete.  

The selected all-star manager is then allowed to complete the roster from the pool of names to 

complete the roster as he or she desires.  Assistant coaches are selected following the final 

roster selection by the team manager with approval of the Board of Directors. 

 

Please note that an invitation to the team does not guarantee placement on a roster.  The 

player and family must be able to meet the requirements and responsibilities of participation 

(see commitment section).  Also note that the only way for a younger player to play on an older 

team (i.e. an 11 year old playing on the 11/12 team, etc.) is to be a part of this list of top 9 vote 

getters.  This is a confidential meeting, and no player, parent, or anyone not in attendance is to 

be informed of any player ranking.  A player is either invited to be on the team, or not. 

 

Player selections for the Yalesville and Forestville tournament teams will be made using a 

similar process as above.  There will be no votes submitted by players and the players wishing 

to play on a team will attend an evaluation.  The coaches will vote on the team based on the 

regular season performance and the evaluation. 
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What is the commitment necessary for participation? 

Players must be able to commit to a full baseball schedule through approximately August 1st.  

Players unable to make this commitment many not are placed on the final roster regardless of 

voting results. 

 

Junior Division: 

Overview: Intended for player’s league age 13 and 14.  However, 15 year old players are eligible 

with a waiver.   Little League Junior Division rules apply. 

 

Senior Division: 

Overview: Intended for player’s age 15 and 16.  However, a 13 or 14 year old player may be 

eligible.  Little League Senior Division rules apply. 

 

 

Submitted By: 
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