
GREATER CINCINNATI KNOTHOLE ASSOCIATION 
REGION OPERATING STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURES 

2015  
 

NORTH REGION 
 
 

West – Districts 1, 2, 6 & 14 (Class D Senior (9U) – Class A (15U) 
                                                             North – Districts 4, 5 & 34 (Class D Senior (9U) – Class A (15U)   
                                                             East – Districts 26 & 45N (Class D Senior (9U) – Class A (15U) 
                                                             South – Districts 20, 24, 30 & 45S (Class D Senior (9U) – Class A (15U) 
 
The Regions shall provide athletic and recreational leagues for all District teams from D Senior (9U) through Class A (15U) and shall 
be responsible for running said leagues.  Each District shall be responsible for running their own program for 6U, 7U and 8U age 
teams.  Outside of Regional Operations and Procedures, each District shall run and control its own activities as in the past.   
 
I.  Regional Board of Directors 
    A.  Regional President 
    B.  Regional Treasurer 
    C.  Regional Representatives – 2 from each District in a Region 
 
II.  Regional Operations 
     A.  The Regional Board of Directors shall run the region and shall appoint League Supervisors and Scorekeepers for 
           each league in the region.  The League Supervisor/Scorekeeper shall run day to day operations of their league(s) 
           within the guidelines set up by the Regional Board of Directors. 
     B.  Each Region shall set an entry fee for each team so that the Region can pay for the following regional activities: 
          1. City tournament entry fee for each regional team going to the City Tournament – 4 at each age group for a 
               total of 24 teams.  Only teams from the athletic leagues shall be eligible for the City Tournament. 
         2.  Team and individual trophies for the first and second place teams of all regional leagues. 
         3.  Cost of patches for first and second place teams of the athletic regional leagues. 
         4.  Cost of running post season regional tournaments for all teams who did not make the City Tournament: 
               a.  Cost of all tournament umpires. 
               b.  Cost of team and individual trophies for the first and second place teams of each regional post season 
                    tournament. 
         5.  Cost of any general Regional administration. 
    C.  Shall set all regional league schedules.  Local Districts and areas shall schedule fields and umpires based on the  
         league schedules. 
         1.  Weekday games should start at 6:00PM especially when a later following game is scheduled.  On fields without 
               late games scheduled, a start time of 6:15 or 6:30PM could be used. 
         2.  On Saturdays, games should not start before 9:00AM. 
         3.  On Sundays, games should not start before 1:00PM. 
    D. Shall require each District Executive Supervisor to certify all team entries from their respective Districts. 
    E.  League Scorekeepers shall be assigned for each league and shall have the following responsibilities: 
         1.  Oversee the completion of the league schedule. 
         2.  Ensure the rescheduling of postponed games within the required timeframe.  If managers do not reschedule  
              games properly, the League Scorekeeper can order the game(s) played on a specific date.  If the League  
              Scorekeeper does not receive team manager cooperation for the rescheduled game(s); the League Scorekeeper  
              will make the Regional Board aware of the issue immediately. 
         3.  The League Scorekeeper may award forfeits based on the facts and/or rules governing the circumstances for 
              that particular game.  If the League Scorekeeper has any question about awarding a forfeit and/or is receiving 
              multiple forfeit possibilities about the same team; the League Scorekeeper shall make the Regional Board aware 
              of the situation immediately. 
         4.  The League Scorekeeper shall record all game scores for the league games on the website with 24 hours of  
              receiving the scores.  For Athletic leagues, record the number and name of all pitchers used by both teams. 
         5.  On or just after June 1st, provide the Regional Board with a status of the completion of the league schedule   
              including the number of postponed games yet to be played and identifying the original game dates of these games. 



      F.  Umpires 
           1.  Each District shall be responsible for training its own umpires.  Umpires must be trained and certified in MLB, Greater  
                Cincinnati Knothole Association (City) and Regional rules for each Class in which they are umpiring.  Umpires must also  
                understand the difference in rules at each age level as well as differences between Athletic and Recreational leagues.   
                Being certified in High School, College, SWOL and/or any other baseball association rules does NOT make an umpire  
                certified to umpire Knothole games.  All training and certifications must be completed prior to an umpire being assigned  
                to any Knothole games.  The District Supervisor shall have final authorization of their umpire certification process and the  
                final certification need not be a formal document/card. 
           2.  Training shall involve instruction on the rules and field positioning with testing on all materials covered during the training  
                 sessions.  The District Supervisor shall determine the method of training which could include classroom, on-line self-study  
                 and/or discussion sessions/meetings.  Experienced umpires (those age 16 and up and having at least three years   
                 experience) may become Knothole certified by attending one session on rule and field positioning changes.  Each District  
                 Supervisor may require all their umpires (no matter of age and experience) to attend all scheduled training  
                 activities/sessions to become certified.  
            3.  Individuals may begin umpiring in the year that they turn 12 years of age by May 1st. 
            4.  Districts shall be responsible for setting up a system for scheduling and paying their umpires.   
                  a.  Competitive League games Class D Sr. through Class A Sr. – For 2015, the goal is to have two Knothole certified  
                        umpires who shall both be at least two years older than the age level they are umpiring assigned to all competitive  
                        league games.  If only one umpire is assigned, that umpire shall be at least three years older than the age level they  
                        are umpiring. 
                  b.  Recreational League games Class D Sr. through Class C Sr. – one Knothole certified umpire provided that umpire is at  
                        least three years older than the age level being umpired and is considered an experienced umpire.  Otherwise, follow  
                        the procedure in 4(c) below. 
                  c.  Recreational League games Class B Jr. through Class A Sr. – two Knothole certified umpires who shall both be at least  
                       two years older than the age level they are umpiring. 
            5.  All Regional Tournament games shall have two umpires of the appropriate age and experience for the age level being  
                  umpired.  The Region pays the host areas for all these umpires. 
            6.  Special Circumstance 
                  a.  Umpires shall arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time of their game.  If they are delayed or can’t  
                       show up to umpire the game, they should communicate with the home team manager as soon as they know. 
                  b.  All games shall be played if only one certified umpire is available.  For leagues in Class B Junior and up, visiting teams  
                       may lodge a complaint with their League Scorekeeper if only one certified umpire is consistently scheduled for games  
                       where two certified umpires are indicated to be scheduled.  The League Scorekeeper will in turn make the Regional  
                       Board aware of the situation and the Board shall determine what should be done to rectify the issue. 
                  c.  If a District or local association is having trouble finding enough umpires to cover all the required games, they may ask  
                       for umpiring help from other Districts and/or local associations within their Region.  If at all possible, the host District  
                       and/or local association should provide the home plate umpire and fill in base umpire form other  
                       Districts/associations. 
                  d.  When the home(host) team knows that they will not have enough umpires for a game in accordance with Section 4  
                       above, the manager shall contact the visiting team and ask if they could or would provide one, or more, of their own  
                       umpire(s) for the game.  If no Knothole certified umpire(s) can be secured to work the game, the game shall be  
                       immediately cancelled and rescheduled.  The intent is to not have teams travel to a game site where no umpire(s) will  
                       be present to work the game.  The home(host) team, will be required to pay the visiting umpire(s). 
                  e.  If both team are at the field and no certified umpire is available by game time (30 minute grace period), the game 
                       shall be cancelled are rescheduled.  Managers MAY NOT agree to put non-certified people (fans, coaches, etc.) on the    
                       field to umpire or help umpire any Knothole game.  The rescheduled game shall be played at the visiting team’s field  
                       with the home team remaining the home team.  The visiting team shall provide the umpire(s) and the home team will  
                       pay the umpire(s) at the standard umpire pay of the visiting team (for up to two umpires). 
                  f.  Under NO circumstances is a close relative of a manager, coach or player to act as an umpire in any game in which 
                       such relative coaches or plays.  This rule applies to foster and/or guardian relationships as well as father, son, brother,  
                       sister, mother, daughter, grand-father/mother/son/daughter, step-father/mother/son/daughter/brother/sister, and  
                       half-brother/sister relationships.  Further, NO manager, coach, player or close relative may umpire a Knothole game  
                       involving teams or relatives on teams in their league and/or division.  PENALTY:  Forfeiture of the game. 
 
III.  Regional Procedures 
      A.  Athletic Leagues 



            1.  Each District shall be required to put teams in the athletic league in each age group.  These teams should  
                 have had above .500 records in the past year and/or could obtain such a record in the current year.  If not  
                 enough teams voluntarily join the athletic league in each age group, the Regional Board shall review the  
                 prior year’s record of each District team in that age group and shall select teams to join the athletic league  
                 for that age group. 
           2.  Teams in the athletic league shall play more season games than teams in the recreational league of the  
                same age group. 
           3.  Only teams from the athletic league of an age group shall be eligible for the City Tournament.  There shall 
                be 4 teams from each athletic league that qualify for the City Tournament. 
           4.  Teams in the athletic league shall play teams throughout the region.  Athletic leagues shall play full 
                round robins so each team has the same opportunity in their attempt to reach the City Tournament. 
           5.  Teams shall have generally the same number of home and away games. 
     B.  Recreational Leagues    
           1.  Teams in these leagues should be District teams with less than .500 records. 
           2.  If enough recreational teams exist, then each region shall attempt to create multiple recreational leagues with 
                tighter geographic scheduling in mind.  
           3.  Teams shall have generally the same number of home and away games. 
     C.  Class A Leagues 
           1.  Class A is considered 14U and 15U.  Age 15U players are not considered overage on 14U teams. 
           2.  Since teams at Class A tend to be fewer in numbers, each region shall attempt to provide athletic and  
                recreational leagues using both age groups before they would provide a single league at each age group. 
                This shall be determined by each region based on the number of teams available.  Separate leagues with 
                 cross league scheduling shall also be considered based on the number of teams available.  Further, teams 
                may be placed in 14U or 15U leagues based on the number of players they have at each age. 
     D.  Critical Game Scheduling after June 1st 
           1.  Any games which are critical to determining first or second place of any league or City Tournament eligibility  
                shall be played to completion.  If a game is suspended for any reason when originally played, the League  
                Supervisor/Scorekeeper should be contacted by the home team to determine when and where the game will  
                be completed.  Both teams are required to show up and complete the game. 
          2.  Forfeits which are under consideration by the League Supervisor/Scorekeeper which would affect first and  
               second place in any league and/or City Tournament eligibility must be forwarded to the Regional Board of  
               Directors for a final determination prior to awarding of the forfeit. 
     E.  Tie Breaker Rules – number of wins, not winning percentage determines standings. 
          1.  Playoff games shall be avoided if possible. 
          2.  Tie breaker rules for first or second place in leagues or City Tournament eligibility shall be applied in the  
               following order: 
               a.  Head to head record 
               b.  Run differential in games involving head to head competition 
               c.  Percentage (%) of regularly scheduled games played to completion (run rule games count) 
               d.  Least number of runs allowed in games played to completion (run rule games count).  If the number of  
                    games played to completion is different, then the average runs allowed per game completed will apply. 
               e.  Playoff game. 
               f.  Coin flip if playoff game can’t be scheduled in time.   
     F.  Protest Board 
          1.  The Regional Board of Directors shall create a Protest Board when required to hear any protests properly filed 
               under GCKA Rule #14. 
          2.  The fee for each protest shall be $50 payable by cash or check made payable to the appropriate region.  The 
               written protest along with the fee shall be in the hands of the League Supervisor/Scorekeeper or a Regional  
               Board Member within 24 hours of the protest being made on the field of play during the protested game for the 
               protest to be recognized. 
    G.  Post Season Regional Tournaments 
         1.  All teams not making it to the City Tournament shall be eligible to play in the post season regional tournaments 
               for their age group. 
         2.  Each region shall create at least 2 post season tournaments for each age group.  One tournament shall be for the 
               teams finishing with above .500 records and the other tournament shall be for the teams finishing with below  
               .500 records.  The regions shall use their discretion in filling out each tournament bracket with the teams that 



               finished right at .500. 
 
         3.  The number of post season tournament brackets that can be created in each age group will be decided based on  
               the number of teams committing to play.  It might be possible to create only one tournament bracket if enough 
               teams don’t participate. 
         4.  The post season regional tournaments will be two and out style tournaments.  The participating teams pay  
               nothing extra to play in the tournament since their team fee covers the cost of the tournament.   
         5.  The “North” regional tournament will be for the teams with above .500 records.  The “South” regional tournament 
               will be for teams with below .500 records.  If there are enough teams to justify it, the region could add a third 
               tournament, the ”Central”, which would be for teams at or very near a .500 record.   


