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To all players and families trying out for a travel hockey team (Squirt through Bantam) for the 2013-2014 season:
We would like to inform all players and families about the team selection process. The goal of the selection committee is to field the strongest and most competitive “A” team while properly placing skaters at their appropriate skill level.
 The selection committee is made up of the following people:
Dan Murphy – Taft Boys Varsity Head Coach
 Dan played on two Division II New England Championship Ice Hockey teams (1986-87 & 1988 – 89) and one Division II New England Finalist Ice hockey team (1987 – 88).  At The Gunnery, Coach Murphy was drafted in the fifth round with the 102nd pick overall by the Boston Bruins in the 1988 National Hockey League Entry draft.  In addition, he also earned a full scholarship in the fall of the same year to play hockey for the legendary Shawn Walsh at the University of Maine.  At the University of Maine, Dan was a member of two Hockey East Finalist teams (1989 – 90 & 1990 – 91) and two Hockey East Championship teams (1991- 92 & 1992 – 93).  During his four years as a member of the “Black Bears,” he was an assistant captain and also played in four NCAA tournaments and two Final Four Tournaments, earning a National Championship in 1993, with a final record of 42 – 1 – 2.

Gretchen Silverman – 1998 Olympic Gold Medalist 
	 Gretchen won a gold medal at the 1998 Winter Olympics. She was a member of the U.S. women’s National Teams in ’94, ’95 and ’97.  Captain of Dartmouth Big Green’s women's hockey team in ’93-’94, she remains the program's all-time leading scorer with 189 goals and 312 points.   Gretchen has coached at all levels from Learn to Skate through High School and has been a member of the Watertown organization since 2007.

Pete Whitney - Director of Player Development, Watertown Youth Hockey
	  Current Associate Head Coach, The Gunnery School
 5 time West Champions, 3 Final four appearances NEPSAC Elite 8 Tournament
  Former Regional Scout, Indiana Ice (USHL),
 Current Pro Scout CMG Sports 
 Former Head Coach CCSU  
 2 NECHA Championships 1996, 1997 
 1 Super East Championship 1999 
 5 National ACHA Tournament Appearances 1997, 1998,1999,2000,2002 
  Former Head Coach WYHA Midget program
2 State of Connecticut Full Season Midget Championship teams in 2003, 2006. NEMHL regular season league champions 2006.
2006-2007 USA Hockey Coaches Certification Instructor
 2007-2008 USA Hockey Evaluator for select 15 festival NY district.
 2011 -  Evaluator USA Hockey Yankee festival 14’s.  Coach Select 15’s Yankee Festival, Tournament Champions.   
Coach USA Hockey Select 14 festival, Rochester, NY.
 Evaluator USA Hockey Yankee Festival for 95, 96 and 97 birth years.
2012 Evaluator Yankee Festival 00, 99 and 98 birth years. Coach USA Hockey Yankee Festival 99 birth year.
 2013 Evaluator Yankee Festival 96 and 97 birth years        Coach USA Hockey Yankee Festival 99 birth year Assistant to the Director of Admissions for Athletic Recruiting at the Gunnery School

Jared Waimon - Owner of Pro Crease Goaltending
 Jared has been a goaltending coach for 10 years. He is one of four coaches in the nation to have an official goaltending title with USA Hockey as a Regional Mentor for the Warren Strelow Goaltending Program. He is the goaltending coach for Trinity College, Avon Old Farms, and Westminster Prep Schools.

Bob McCoy - Coaching Director, Watertown Youth Hockey
Bob is currently the Coaching Director for Watertown Youth Hockey.  Bob has been involved with the Watertown organization for many years as a Coach, a Board Member and as the CHC representative. Bob is also currently the Head coach of the Watertown Bantam A team and the top Polar Bear  girls U-14 Team.  Bob is also the former Girls Varsity Head Coach at the Gunnery School. 

Larry Erickson, President of the Watertown Youth Hockey Association, will take part in the Evaluation process as a liaison to the Board of Directors of Watertown Youth Hockey.

The selection committee will evaluate players during play in small area games and full ice situations. Players will be assessed on their skating skills, stick handling, shooting ability, intensity, and hockey sense.  
Goalies should tryout with their age groups at all sessions and will also have a goalie specific evaluation.
At the Squirt and Pee Wee level, the first two tryout sessions will be comprised of all players trying out including goalies.  The third night of evaluations will be split up into two groups
At the Bantam level, there will be three tryout sessions comprised of all skaters and goalies.  There will not be a split of these two tryout groups due to the number of players expected to tryout.
The selection committee will pick what they feel is the most competitive “A” team possible at each level.  When deciding to place players, other factors will be considered in addition to the player’s performance in the tryouts.  Each coach from the 2013-2014 season will be submitting a written evaluation of their players to the selection committee so that consideration may be made to the previous season’s achievements for each player.   A player’s previous coaches may also be contacted directly by the selection committee if further input is needed.  
No player is guaranteed a spot on any team based on their placement from the previous year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After the “A” team is selected at each level, most players are then placed on a “B” team.  At the squirt and pee wee levels, there may be more than one team in addition to the “A” team.  One of the teams will be a “B” team and the other will be a development team (C team or B1 team).   At the Bantam level, if the numbers are able to support two teams, there will be an “A” team and a “B” team.  It is also possible that a player whose skill level does not warrant being placed on a travel team may be cut from a B or B1 level team. 
Any player that does not attend any of the scheduled tryouts is not eligible to make the A team and will be placed on the B team or B1 team.   All players that wish to be placed on a Watertown Youth Hockey Travel team in the Squirt through Bantam levels, must pay the tryout fee, regardless of whether the skater attends the tryouts.  

Good luck to all the players trying out for the 2013-2014 season.

Thank You,
Watertown Youth Hockey Association
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