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In 1995, Little League Incorporated introduced ASAP (A Safety Awareness Program) to create awareness, through education and information, of the opportunities to provide a safer environment for kids and all participants of Little League and with the goal of re-emphasizing the primary importance of safety to local little leagues around the United States.   In order to be an ASAP compliant league, a Little League approved Safety Plan that meets certain acceptance criteria must be filed with Williamsport before the start of each season.   Montville Little League annually fulfills this requirement. 
Little League Safety Plan 
The purpose of the Montville Little League Safety Plan is to develop guidelines for increasing the safety of activities, equipment, instruction and facilities through education, compliance, and reporting.  In support of this goal, Montville Little League also commits itself to providing the necessary organizational structure and focus to develop, monitor, and enforce compliance with all aspects of the plan. 
The Safety Plan includes the Code of Conduct and Safety Code adopted by the Montville Little League Board of Directors.  These documents outline specific safety related policies and procedures of the League.  All participants, volunteers, employees, spectators, and guests are bound by the guidelines set forth in these documents. 
League Safety Officer & Committee
The League Safety Officer is an elected member of the Montville Little League Board of Directors.  This individual acts as the primary point of contact for the safety issues and is responsible to review, modify and communicate MLL’s Safety Plan each year. The plan is presented to the MLL BOD for approval and ratification in February or March prior to each upcoming season. 
The League President and Safety Officer have primary responsibility for ensuring compliance with the Safety Plan.  However, the entire Montville Little League Board of Directors, elected League Officers, and Board Approved Managers and Coaches share in the responsibility to ensure awareness and compliance with the Safety Plan relative to their respective position or office. 
The Safety Officer:
The Safety Officer of Montville Little League is mainly responsible for the development and implementation of the League’s safety program.  The Safety Officer is the link between the Board of Directors of Montville Little League and its managers, coaches, umpires, team safety officers, players, spectators, and any other third parties on the complex in regards to safety matters, rules and regulations.

The MLL Safety Officer’s and the Safety Committee’s responsibilities include:

· Coordinating with the individual Team Managers/Coaches and Officers in order to provide the safest environment possible for all.
· Assisting parents and individuals with insurance claims and will act as the liaison between Little League International and CT District Ten, the insurance company and the parents and individuals.

· Explaining insurance benefits to claimants and assisting them with filing the correct paperwork.

· Keeping the First Aid Log. This log will list where accidents and injuries are occurring, to whom, in which divisions (major, coast, minors, and tee ball), at what times, and who was under what supervision at the time of the injury.

· Correlating and summarizing the data in the First-Aid Log to determine proper accident prevention in the future.

· Insuring that each team receives its Safety Manual and its First-Aid Kit at the beginning of the season.

· Re-stocking the first aid kits as needed.

· Make Little League’s “no tolerance with child abuse” clear to all.

· Checking fields with the Managers and listing areas needing attention.

· Scheduling a Safety Clinic for all managers, designated coaches, umpires, player agents and team safety officers during the pre-season.

· Creating and maintaining all signs at the ball fields, including No Parking signs, No Smoking signs, No Pets Allowed, batting cage rules, cautionary signs etc....

· Acting immediately in resolving unsafe or hazardous conditions once a situation has been brought to his/her attention.

· Making spot checks at practices and games to make sure all managers have their First-Aid Kits and Safety Manuals.

· Tracking all injuries and near misses in order to identify injury trends and report to Little League District Nine and Little League International and insurers.

· Making sure that safety is a monthly Board Meeting topic, allowing experienced people to share ideas on improving safety with the Board, coaches, volunteers and members, and keeping current on safety equipment.

The Safety Committee:
For 2019, the Montville Little League will maintain a League Safety Committee comprised of the League Safety Officer, President, VP’s of Baseball and Softball, the Umpire in Chief, Field Maintenance, and the Equipment Manager.  This committee will have the primary responsibility for the initial annual review of the Safety Plan and to monitor the number of injuries and accidents that occur during the season. The Safety Committee will recommend courses of action regarding any safety issues that may present itself to the League.  The 2019 League Safety Committee consists of the following members:
Safety Officer – Jeff Brehler		Field Maintenance MALL – Steve Lagram
	President – Ryan Treat		Field Maintenance Gallivan – Josh Payne
	VP Baseball – Mike Sobanko		Equipment Manager - TBD
	VP Softball – Lynn Daniewicz		Umpier in Chief – Joe Dougherty
Rules Committee 
Each year, the Montville Little League Local Rules and Policies are reviewed and amended with the input of the Rules Committee, chaired by the Executive VP’s of Baseball and Softball respectively.  The Local Rules as amended have been approved by a vote of the Board of Directors.  Areas such as competitive balance, player participation, pitch count, speed of play, and safety are discussed and any changes or additions are presented to the Board for discussion and/or ratification.  Each year, these committees evaluate the Local Rules and consider necessary changes, additions and/or improvements 
Volunteer Application
Montville Little League requires that all of the following personnel have annually submitted a fully completed official “Little League Volunteer Application” (located on www.montvillellb.org) and a copy of valid government issued photograph identification to the President or Safety Officer for conducting a national background check.  At a minimum the background check will include a review of sex offender registries, child abuse and criminal history records for approval of such volunteer, prior to the applicant assuming his/her duties for the current season:  Board of Director members, Umpires, Managers, Coaches, and any other persons, volunteers or hired workers, who provide regular service to the league and/ or have repetitive access to, or contact with, players or teams. 
 For 2019, the background checks will be performed online by JDP. 
Montville Little League shall not permit any person to participate in any manner, whose background check reveals a conviction or guilty plea for any crime involving or against a minor.  Montville Little League may prohibit any individual from participating as a volunteer or hired worker, if the league deems the individual unfit to work with minors
Managers & Coaches Responsibilities

Managers and Coaches:

The Manager is a person selected through a manager selection process led by the VP’s of respective divisions and are responsible for the team’s actions on the field, and to represent the team with the umpire and the opposing team.

· The Manager shall always be responsible for the team’s conduct, observance of the official rules and deference to the umpires.

· The Manager is also responsible for the safety of his/her players.  He/she is also ultimately responsible for the actions of designated coaches.

· If a Manager leaves the field, that Manager shall designate a Coach as a substitute and such Substitute Manager shall have the duties, rights and responsibilities of the Manager.

Managers Must:

· Take possession of this Safety Manual and the First-Aid Kit supplied by ILL and bring each to all practice or games.

· Make sure that telephone access is available at all activities including practices. It is required that a cellular phone always be on hand for emergencies.

· Attend a mandatory training session on Safety, concussion/head injuries, injury prevention and First Aid given by MLL.  At least one team representative is required to attend each year (either coach or manager)

· Attend the fundamentals training (at least one coach or manager) from each team must attend annually (training qualifies the volunteer for three years but one team representative much attend annually)

· Teach players the fundamentals of the game while advocating safety

· Notify parents that if a child is injured, sustains a suspected concussion, or ill, he or she cannot return to practice unless they have a note from their doctor. This medical release protects you if that child should become further injured or ill. There are no exceptions to this rule.

· Insure all of their coaches and volunteers have submitted completed current year volunteer application forms accompanied by social security number and government issued picture identification to the Safety Officer for background checks and not permit anyone to assist with practice or games or have substantial contact with MLL children who have not complied with this requirement. 

· Insure all Concussion Information, Medical Release, and Parent/Player Code of Conduct forms are executed by players and parents and supplied to you before a player may attend practice or games with Montville Little League.

Prior to the Game Managers will:

· Work with the umpire to walk the field prior to the game for hazards.  Look for rocks, glass, holds etc. and correct if feasible.  It is the coach/managers responsibility to assure the players safety during the game.  If there is a facility issue, report to the appropriate Field Maintenance Director. 

· Work with the umpire to inspect the player’s equipment before use.    

· Ensure the players warm up prior to the game, are ready to play, are not injured or sick

During the Game Managers will:

· Make sure that players carry all gloves and other equipment off the field and to the dugout when their team is up at bat. No equipment shall be left lying on the field, either in fair or foul territory.

· Keep players alert, and maintain discipline at all times.

· Be organized.  Keep players and substitutes sitting on the team’s bench or in the dugout unless participating in the game or preparing to enter the game.

· Make sure catchers are wearing the proper equipment.

· Encourage everyone to think Safety First.  

· Observe the “no on-deck” rule for batters and keep players behind the screens at all times. No player should handle a bat in the dugouts at any time.

· Keep players off the fences.  No one should be climbing the fences, this is a preventable injury.


· Never allow children to play if they are ill, sustained a suspected concussion or head injury, or are injured.  

· Do not allow players to use ill-fitting or defective equipment, it is highly recommended that the player’s equipment is made unusable to prevent a player from “saving” their equipment from discard.  If it is league owned, arrange to have it replaced by the equipment manager.

· Always attend to children that become injured in a game.  You must notify parents if their child has been injured no matter how small or insignificant the injury is. There are no exceptions to this rule. This protects you, Little League Baseball, Incorporated and ILL.  If there was an injury, make sure all accident report forms are filled out and promptly provide the forms and information to the MLL Safety Officer.

· Supervise ejected, ill or injured players until released to the parent, guardian, or person the parent or guardian designates. 

· Discuss any safety problems that occurred before, during or after the game with the ILL Safety Officer.  

· Ensure players utilize baseball/softball equipment appropriate for age, division, and ability and as allowed under Little League Baseball and Montville Little League local rules. (This is intended to encompass all Little League rules on composite bat restrictions and managers are to keep themselves updated on website updates during the season for such).


Code of Conduct 
The Montville Little League Code of Conduct has been adopted by the Board of Directors. This Code is enforced by the League Safety Officer, the League President, the League's Vice Presidents, League Managers, and Umpires.  All league officers, coaches, participants, members, parents and volunteers are required to abide by this code.   Based on input and feedback, the League Safety Officer will suggest revisions or modifications to this Code of Conduct from year to year, as necessary.   
Code of Conduct
· Speed Limit 5 mph in roadways and parking lots while attending any Montville Little League function.   Watch for small children around parked cars. 
· All gates to the field must remain closed at all times.  After players have entered or left the playing field, all gates should be closed and secured. 
· During games respect umpires and their authority and do not question, discuss or confront them on any of their calls or decisions.
· Only team Managers and Coaches are allowed to coach players during games. Managers and Coaches are not to be questioned or confronted during games or practices and are to be spoken with at an agreed time and place. 
· Only players, managers, coaches, and umpires are permitted on the playing field or in the dugout during games and practice sessions. 
· Use of profanity or unsportsmanlike conduct at Little League venues will not be tolerated. 
· No throwing balls against dugouts or against backstop. Catchers must be used for all batting practice sessions. 
· Do not allow children or players to climb fences or backstops. 
· Pets are not permitted at games or practices. 
· Observe all posted signs. Players and spectators must be on alert for foul balls and errant throws.  
· During game, players must remain in the dugout in an orderly fashion at all times. 
· No tobacco product use by coaches, managers or players at any time on field or dugout. 
· After each game, each team must clean up trash in dugout and around stands.
· There is a ZERO tolerance for child physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.
· Sexual harassment or discrimination based on race, color, gender, ethnicity, national origin or sexual orientation will not be tolerated by ILL.

Failure to comply with this Code of Conduct may result in expulsion from practice, games, playoffs, All Star play and the MLL Complex or any fields MLL uses for such. 

Safety Code 
The Board of Directors has adopted the Montville Little League Safety Code.  All league officers, participants, members and volunteers are required to abide by this code.  On game day and during practices it is expected that team managers and umpires will take actions necessary to comply with this code. The League Safety Officer will monitor compliance and make revisions to the Safety Code from year to year, as necessary.
Montville Little League Safety Code
· Little League Rules and the Safety Manual will be in force at all league activities.
· A comprehensive survey shall be conducted each year for all fields used by Montville Little League, and the results documented on appropriate forms.      
· To contact emergency medical services access to a fixed or mobile telephone is required for every league activity.  Such arrangements should be confirmed prior to starting all games and practices.
· Managers, coaches and umpires will be provided with basic training in first aid, concussion and head injury detection and issues, proper mechanics/fundamentals, and Little League philosophy.  More advanced training is available to coaches and teams upon request.
· First-aid kits are issued to each team manager, and shall be present at each Little League game or practice. 
· No games or practices should be held when weather or field conditions are not good, particularly when lighting is inadequate.
· Managers and/or umpires shall walk the fields and inspect for hazards prior to using the field.  Play area should be inspected frequently for holes, damage, rocks, glass and other foreign objects that could cause injury. 
· All team equipment should be stored within the team dugout, or behind screens, and not within areas defined by the umpires as "in play". 
· Responsibility for keeping bats and loose equipment off the field of play should be that of a player assigned for this purpose or the team's manager and coaches. 
· During practice and games, all players should be alert and watching the batter on each pitch. 
· Only a player on the field called to bat by the umpire may swing a bat (Age 5 - 12).   No on deck position or swings are permitted.  And only when called to bat by an umpire may a player pick up a bat, proceed to the batter’s box and take a couple of practice swings along the way.   At all times, players need to be alert of the area around them when swinging bats.
· No swinging bats at any time within the walkways, common areas, on deck position and dugouts.
· Equipment should be inspected regularly for condition, proper fit, and compliance with Little League Baseball rules and regulations. 
· Batters must wear Little League approved protective helmets during batting practice and games.
· Catcher must wear catcher's helmet, mask, throat guard, long model chest protector, shin guards and protective cup with athletic supporter (males) at all times for all practices and games.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  Managers should encourage all other male players to wear protective cups and supporters for practices and games. 
· The Catcher must wear catcher's helmet and mask with a throat guard while warming up pitchers. This applies to before games, between innings and in the bullpen during all games and practices.  NO EXCEPTIONS.
· Managers and Coaches may not catch from a pitcher before or during a game, this includes standing at the backstop during practice as informal catcher for batting practice. 
· Except when runner is returning to a base, headfirst slides are not permitted. 
· Parents of Players who wear glasses should be encouraged to provide "safety glasses". 
· Parents of all players and players should be encouraged to have players use mouth guards and batting helmets with face guards.
· Remove watches, rings, pins or other jewelry during games and practices. 
· Pre-game warm-ups should be performed within the confines of the playing field and not within areas that are frequented by, and thus, endanger spectators (i.e., playing catch, pepper, swinging bats, etc.).
· Reduced impact balls are to be used for T-ball, Rookie Ball level play and considered for practice use at the start of the season in AAA play level

Guidelines for Use of Batting Cages (MALL and Gallivan)
· Adult supervision is required at all times when the batting cage is in use.

· Only one batter and one pitcher/operator are allowed in the cage at a time.

· The pitcher/pitching machine operator must use an “L” fence protector or screen.

· If possible, lock/secure the batting cage at all times when not being used by the league. (MALL)

· Enforce helmet use for everyone in the batting cage; hitters and pitchers.

· The only one to hold a bat will be the batter in the cage; all others will leave the bats on the ground, i.e. no swinging bats outside the batting cage.  

Reporting Accidents & Injuries 
All managers, coaches, parents, umpires, and volunteers should use the following procedures for reporting injuries. 
Emergency Phone numbers
Call 9-1-1 in any emergency or for urgent medical assistance Stay on the line and provide information requested by the dispatcher including the location of the field or practice area you are calling from.
For non-emergency calls contact:
Montville Police Dept:             860.848.7510
FielD Addresses for Emergency dispatch
MALL Complex  – 568 Old Colchester Road				Uncasville, CT
Gallivan Lane Fields – 40 Gallivan Lane				Uncasville, CT
What to report
Any incident that causes any player, manager, coach, umpire, or volunteer to receive medical treatment and/or first aid must be reported to the Director of Safety. The terms "medical treatment and/or first aid" include any injury that (a) causes a player to miss any practice or game time; or (b) any event that has the potential to require the medical assistance of a physician for evaluation and diagnosis must be reported promptly. 
When to report
All such incidents described above must be reported to Jeff Brehler, League Safety Officer, within 48 hours of the incident.  Contact information is: 
Mobile: 860.961.1398
[bookmark: _GoBack]Email/Scan to:  brehler78@hotmail.com
Use the AIG Insurance Little League Baseball Accident Notification Form to Report injuries
The form is available for download from the Safety section of the League website: 
www.montvillellb.org

In completing the form make sure the following information is provided:
· Our League name is: Montville Little League and League I.D. No.: 2071005
· The name and phone number of the individual involved (and their parents). 
· The date, time, and location of the incident. 
· As detailed a description of the incident as possible. 
· The preliminary estimation of the extent of any injuries. 
· The name and phone number of the individual reporting the incident. 
Safety OFFICER RESPONSIBILITy for injury reporting
The League Safety Officer will receive this injury report and will enter it into the league's safety database.  Within 48 hours of receiving the incident report, the Safety Officer will contact the injured party or the party's parents and (1) verify the information received; (2) obtain any other information deemed necessary; (3) check on the status of the injured party; and (4) in the event that the injured party required other medical treatment (i.e., Emergency Room visit, doctor's visit, etc.) will advise the parent or guardian of Montville Little League's insurance coverage’s and the provisions for submitting any claims for reimbursement.  The League Safety Officer will forward the completed Accident Notification Form to the President, Little League District 10 who will file a copy of the notice and forward it to appropriate League Official(s) for processing.
Returning to Play Following Injury or illness
According to Little Baseball National Headquarters Regulation III (D) for all levels of baseball and softball: ”When a player misses more than seven (7) continuous days of participation for an illness or injury, the team Manager must receive written permission given by a physician or other medical provider for a return to full baseball/softball activity.” 
Physician or other medical provider permission must also be secured following a concussion or head injury as outlined in the Concussion Information Sheet parents and players are required to review and sign in the registration process before play with the league and as attached. 

 
Basic Fundamental Training and Safety Clinic for Managers/Coaches & Players
In order to ensure that MLL Coaches and Managers are well prepared for the task of coaching little league baseball/softball they are required to annually attend both the safety clinic and one or more instructional clinics offered internally or in district around the start of practice in March.  These clinics provide instruction on proper warm-up exercises, basic first aid, injury prevention and head injuries, coaching techniques, and instructional methods to teach proper hitting, throwing and catching mechanics. 
Lightning Evacuation Procedures 
When anywhere near the vicinity of the field:
· Stop Game/Practice immediately. 
· Stay away from metal fencing, bleachers (including dugouts)!! 
· Do not hold a metal bat. 
· Walk, do not run to car and wait for an official Umpire decision on whether or not to continue the game or coach determination to continue practice. 
· Websites to check for assistance:
·  NOAA National Weather Service 
·  NOAA Lightning Safety 
·  NOAA Severe Weather Photos 
·  NOAA Storm Watch 

Annual Facility Survey 
Each year the Montville Little League Facility Manager conducts the annual facility survey to identify and correct any facility safety concerns.  The Little League Facility Survey will be submitted to the Little League and kept on file by the Safety Officer for future reference. 
Concession Stand Safety Procedures 
Concession Stand Safety Procedures will be kept in the Concession Stands at all times.  The Concession Stand Manager will be responsible to make sure all procedures are kept up to date.  
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