RULES FOR VIENNA YOUTH Incorporated FOOTBALL

I. POLICY

A. The Vienna Youth Incorporated (VYI) football program shall be so structured and operated as to provide a youth sports program featuring a balanced blend of sportsmanship, recreation, skill development, participation and competitive activities.

B. The football program shall be administered by the Football Commissioner under general policy guidance provided by the Board of Directors in accordance with the Constitution and the By-Laws of VYI.  Assistant Commissioners, as designated by the Football Commissioner, will provide administrative direction in their respective areas of individual responsibility.

II. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

A. The Football Commissioner shall be nominated by the President and approved and appointed by the Board of Directors.
B. Assistant Commissioners shall be appointed by the Football Commissioner.
C. Head Coaches will be appointed by the Football Commissioner.  Assistant Coaches must be named by the Head Coach of each team and approved by the Football Commissioner. 
D. The Rules Committee shall be composed of the Football Commissioner, all Assistant Commissioners and the First Vice President.  The presence of (3) three members shall constitute a quorum.
E. All Football Officials, Coaches, and Volunteers may be subject to background investigations and certification requirements as directed by the VYI Board and/or the Football Commissioner.
III. RULES COMMITTEE 

A. General Responsibilities
1. Operates under the Constitution and By-Laws of the general program guidelines provided by VYI.  The football Rules Committee shall be responsible for issuing, interpreting and enforcing, through the Commissioner and appropriate Assistant Commissioners, all rules relating to the football program.

B. Football Program
1. General Rules
a. The Football Program requirements for age, weight, team size, weigh-in, schedules, starting date, etc. will be in compliance with those of the governing body of the League in which VYI participates (currently Fairfax County Youth Football League- FCYFL).

2. Special Situations

a. When a rule is ambiguous, unclear or inadequate, it will be the duty of the Football Commissioner alone to provide an interpretation and, if necessary, to present the issue to the governing body of the League (FCYFL).

3. Protests and Complaints

a. All protests and complaints regarding interpretation of the rules, drafting of players, trade of players, player participation, coaches conduct, player’s conduct, spectator conduct, or any other matter not involving games official’s judgments shall be brought to the attention of the Football Commissioner or the respective Assistant Commissioner in writing within 48 hours of the occurrence of the event.  When, in the judgment of the Football Commissioner it is necessary, the Rules Committee shall meet within 3 days to consider the matter and shall render a decision within 2 days in writing to the aggrieved party and all other involved parties

IV. REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS

A. The Commissioner shall approve the date, time and place of registration, which shall be publicized to the maximum extent possible.
B. Registration of players shall be conducted under the direction of the Football Commissioner.
C. Registration shall be open to all players in all weight classes. 

D. All players must register even though they have played in prior sessions and must register before practicing. 

E. Registrants shall be informed of the first day of practice and subsequent practice dates thereafter.  Registrants shall be informed of the probable weight group in which they will participate.  The First Vice President or the Football Commissioner shall be responsible for placing each participant into his/her proper weight group at registration and during the first few weeks of practice, as necessary.

F. Late registration may be conducted in accordance with the governing League’s rules and shall be accepted only by the Commissioner or his designated representative.

G. All players registering after the draft (including roster players from previous years) shall be considered free agents and shall be subject to post-draft procedures.

V. TRY-OUTS OF PLAYERS

A. The purpose of try-outs is to enable team’s systems to observe eligible players for the purpose of placing each at his/her level of ability.  VYI Football does not cut anyone and all registrants will have a place to play.

B. The Football Commissioner or designee shall designate the date(s), time(s) and place(s) of try-outs for each weight class.

C. The Assistant Commissioner will have the responsibility of regulating try-outs in accordance with League rules.

D. All players in each weight class must participate in at least (4) four days of try-outs to be eligible for the draft.  At least (1) one day must include full equipment.  Head Coaches can waive a particular try-out with his team.  If all Head Coaches of the weight class agree, this rule may be waived and the player may be made eligible without try-outs.

VI. OPTION PLAYERS

A. Head Coach of Record
1. Head Coaches that were Head Coaches of Record for the team the prior year, or were Assistant Coaches of Record for the same team the prior year (replacing the prior year’s Head Coach), shall be designated a Head Coach of Record.

2. Assistant Coaches become Assistant Coaches of Record the year after they actively participate as coaches on the Team for which they are assisting, and are listed on the previous year’s roster as assistant coaches.
a. The maximum number of Assistant Coaches of Record listed on the roster shall comply with the Governing Body’s (currently the FCYFL) rules. 
b. In the event that there is no rule, the maximum number of Assistant Coaches of Record allowed shall be (5).  
c. A list of current Assistant Coaches of Record shall be submitted to the Commissioner or his designee prior to the first draft for verification.

B. Number of Players that may be Optioned
1. A Head Coach in the 75 lb., 85 lb., 95 lb, and 110 lb. weight class can option a maximum of 12 players.  
2. A Head Coach in the Anklebiter, 125 lb. and 150 lb. weight class can option a maximum of (3) three players. 
C. Eligibility: All options must meet the criteria for 1 and 2
1. Must satisfy either (a) or (b)

a. The child of a Head Coach and the children of two Assistant Coaches of Record (coached for same team the prior year) can be optioned and assigned to the team of the Head Coach.
b. Any player who played for the same team the prior year under the Head Coach of Record.

2. Must be registered for the current season. 

D. A Head Coach of Record (IV.A) may option a player from the previous year’s roster as long as that player has registered for the current year, even if that player is not eligible for the first draft.

E. Any option player that is not a Head Coach’s child option, or a family option will fill the earliest available draft round.  The maximum number of players optioned include all coaches options.  

F. Players desiring to be placed in the free agent status rather than being optioned must notify the Commissioner or his designee in writing prior to the second try-out so that all coaches in the weight class may rate the child for the draft.

G. All options and previous year options must be presented in writing to the Commissioner (or his designated representative) prior to the first draft.  The Central team(s) must present available previous year options after the American team is selected.  The National team(s) must present available previous year options after the Central team draft.

VII. SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT PLAYERS

A. VYI believes that each player should participate at the proper level of his/her ability.  Therefore, a player will play for the team by which he/she is drafted.  Any deviation from this particular rule requires that:

1. The Football Commissioner be advised by the parent or guardian in writing of the situation prior the second try-out period.  If the situation cannot be resolved, the parents have 3 options:

a. appearance before the VYI Board of Directors;

b. withdraw their demand; and

c. withdrawal of the child from the VYI football programs for the year.

VIII. DRAFT Procedures 

A. Every effort will be made to insure that a player participates at the highest level of which he/she is capable and on a team to which he/she is drafted.
B. Rules of the draft within a particular weight class may be modified and agreed to by the drafting Head Coaches. 

1. The agreed process shall be agreed to at the beginning of the draft and must be approved by the Football Commissioner or designee. 

2. If there is no agreement, the standard draft rules will apply.

3. The Football Commissioner or their designated representative is responsible for resolving disputes and interpreting draft rules whenever there is a dispute. 

4. The decisions of the Football Commissioner or designee may overrule a particular draft rule if it is deemed in the best interest of the league.

5. Decisions shall be made in the best interests of VYI Football. The best interests of the league include those things that impact participants, the organization in general, coaches, volunteers, or other league interests.
C. Drafting for all weight divisions will be held as soon as practical after the last try-out day (minimum try-out days-4) at a time designated by the Football Commissioner.

D. Drafting orders, trades or proposed trades are to be kept in the strictest confidence.

E. The Football Commissioner and/or his designee will conduct the drafting of each weight class.

F. Each team will be represented by the Head Coach and/or his designated representative.

1. Only the approved coaching staff of each drafting team should be in attendance.

G. The eligible draft list will be announced to the draft participants prior to the start of the draft.

H. The number of drafting rounds will be decided upon by the Commissioner or his designee.

I. If the Head Coach exercises the option on his own child, it counts as his third round draft choice.  The children of the two Assistant Coaches of Record will count as the number one and number two draft choices if the options are exercised.  (Family Rule applies to all players optioned).

J. The draft will proceed as follows:

1. A coin flip or numerical drawing if more than two teams are drafting against each other, will establish the draft order.  Players who are optioned will be counted as a team’s draft pick in a particular round.  For example, a Head Coach’s son who is optioned will count as that team’s 3rd round draft selection.

2. The following order will be used upon the flip of the coin or drawing of order:

a. two teams:
1, 2; 1, 2; etc.

b. three teams:
1, 2, 3; 3, 2, 1; 1, 2, 3; 3, 2, 1,etc

c. four teams:
1, 2, 3, 4; 4, 3, 2, 1; 1, 2, 3, 4, 4, 3, 2, 1, etc

d. five teams:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5; 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, etc.

e. six teams:        1,2,3,4,5,6; 6,5,4,3,2,1; 1,2,3,4,5,6, etc.

K. Trades, if any, will be made at the conclusion of the draft and prior to the announcement by the coaches of any member drafted for their particular teams.  Once the announcements are made, the team assignments are final.

L. FAMILY RULE:
When children in the same family are in the same weight class, one of the children will be the last draft pick for the team drafting the other child, unless the parents express desire to have the children play on different teams.

M. Trades and team assignments after the drafting process deemed to be in the best interest of the player(s) involved can only be made with the approval of the Football Commissioner or his designated representative.

N. The Head Coach of each team is responsible for immediately notifying each player their team assignments, the time and place of practice, etc.

O. All players will play on the team to which he has been selected.  Any exceptions to this rule must be approved by the Football Commissioner.  Any team that loses a player or players because of this rule or for any other reason will not be compensated for their loss.

P. Once the team rosters are of an agreed upon number or the draft list is exhausted, the draft will recess until additional players are registered or available for tryouts.

Q. The Commissioner, at any time, shall have discretion to place a player on a particular team, or move a player from one team to the other if, in the judgment of the Commissioner, such placement is in the best interest of the player and the league.

IX. POST DRAFT PROCEDURES

A. All players not selected in the first draft will be free agents and cannot be optioned by any team.  Free agent players must try-out at least 4 days (at least 1 try-out must include full equipment) with the individual teams before being drafted.  Head Coaches can waive a particular try-out with his team.

B. When there are a number of players eligible for the draft equal to the number of teams involved, or at the discretion of the Commissioner or his designee, a supplemental draft will be conducted.

C. The weight class Commissioner in each weight group will conduct the post draft process.

D. Team drafting order of every post-draft will be determined by the flip of a coin or numerical drawing if more than two teams are drafting against each other, regardless of the total number of players on each roster at the time of the draft, or regardless of which team selected first or last in the previous draft.
E. Supplemental draft rules follow standard draft rules, except any changes listed in IX.A-IX.D.
*The Football Commissioner maintains the authority to act on any situation, occurrence, guideline, etc, unclear or not covered in VYI’s Football rules, or the rules of FCYFL.  All decisions will be made to support the best interests of VYI, FCYFL, the player, and parents. 
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