
Valley Youth Hockey Association  
 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

April 4, 2017 

 

Called to order by John Sacks 7:06pm 

Present: Jamie Sasenbury, TJ Pelsue, Randy Denton, John Sacks. Bill Sanzone. Ray 

Wimer, Garth Werner, Derek Dunford, Jillian Scheer, Mike Shaffer, Steven Beam,Tim 

Jennings, Henry Dotterer-via phone, Rob Rioux. Tony Polhamus 

 

Motion to Accept Minutes for March 7 ,  2017 Board Meeting:  

Emailed to all Board members prior to meeting 

 1st --Randy Denton  2nd —T.J Pelsue 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Financial report/budget update: Mike Shaffer 

Emailed to all Board members prior to meeting for review  

1st —Randy Denton 2nd- Ray Wimer 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Goalie Clinic-Randy Denton 

We would like to continue to host our goalie clinics during the off season once a month 

from May to September. 

Cost for the offseason goalie clinic will be $20 for all Valley goalies, $30 for all goalies 

outside of the Valley organization 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 



Assigned positions- John Sacks 

Registrar- Tony Polhamus 

Webmaster- Brian Lalik 

No Objections 

 

18u travel coach 

Head coach- Paul Klawitter 

1st Jillian Scheer 2nd Jamie Sasenbury 

Vote: In Favor - 9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 1; Motion Passed 

 

12U Girls teams- Rob Rioux 

 12U > create a new team to support girls who’d like to play on a girls only team.  

Still allow other girls to participate on existing 12U co-ed travel and snowbelt teams. 

Head-Coach (as applied and to be board approved) > Rich Yockell - 

yocks16@yahoo.com 

Spring Skates:  Organize 4 open skates for any girls interested in forming a girls team. 

April 23, 30, May 7, 14 (ice and times TBD based on availability) > cost $40 to Valley 

Would require release from existing organization (if not currently at Valley) 

Would require presentation of 2016-17 USA Hockey registration for inclusion into 

the Valley registration system 

Tryouts:  Week of May 15, 2 or 3 sessions (ice and times TBD based on availability) > 

cost as determined by Valley 

Given the recent changes announced from USA Hockey and the expectation that there 

will no longer be “states” for 12U level, we would organize the team as a “travel” type 

team.  Level of play (ie – Tier 1 or Tier 2) would be determined post tryout. 

Our goal would be to play a full 2017-18 12U Girls season made up with girls from the 

eligible birth years of 2005 and 2006.  If 2007 birth year girls are interested then we 

would like them to have the opportunity as well. 



Practices:  2 times per week  

Games:  We may have need to request two home ice slots from time to time to attract & 

reciprocate with teams from further away from Syracuse to make the trip to play worth it 

and cost effective. 

Season registration costs to be determined by Valley Hockey in coordination with 2017-

18 rates for other teams with similar ice allocations. 

Key contact:  Rich Yockell, yocks16@yahoo.com 

Proposal for a new 12u Girls team 

1st Tim Jennings 2nd Randy Denton 

Vote: In Favor - 9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 1; Motion Passed 

12u girls head coach 

Richard Yockell 

1st T.J Pelsue 2nd Tim Jennings 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

16u Girls Team- Rob Rioux 

16U > there is a need in the Syracuse area for a full season 16U Girls team.   

Skaneateles YHA will support a 19U split season and full season 16U team.  However, 

Skaneateles has a Girls High School program, which will have multiple players from the 

16U team participating.  Therefore, the full season option at Skaneateles may not be 

viable for girls not eligible to participate on the Skaneateles HS team. 

We would like to see the interest in the community for a full season 16U girls team.  

c. Team level would be based on the girls assembled to participate.  Would not 

anticipate this to be a Tier 1 program.  Tier 2 could be a possibility.  Girls also have a 

“REC” option with teams in Western NY or elsewhere. 

d. Step 1:  Advertise the possibility.  If we can generate interest from enough girls… 

Eligibility:  2001 birth year and younger (2002, 2003) 

Step 2:  Hold a few initial spring and summer sessions 

mailto:yocks16@yahoo.com


Step 3:  Organize team in late spring/summer. 

e. 16U girls face many of the same challenges as the boys in our Midget 

organization – school, jobs, other sports.  The goal for the team would be to play a full 

USA Hockey season from September to March. 

Sept – Mid Nov:  One practice per week, time TBD; One home ice slot per weekend 

Girls may be participating on Fall high school teams and not able to make it.  Should 

recognize this and hold one practice per week. 

Mid Nov – Mid Feb:  2 practices per week; possible need for two home game slots in a 

single day to encourage teams from further away to make the trip to Syracuse. 

Mid Feb – March:  Depending on the level of the team there could be sectional and 

state tournaments.  If a rec team – would likely try to end season prior to the start of the 

Spring High School sports season, recognizing many of the girls participate in Track, 

Softball or Lacrosse. 

f. Season registration costs to be determined by Valley Hockey in coordination with 

2017-18 rates for other teams with similar ice allocations. 

g. Key contact:  Rob Rioux, robrioux3@gmail.com 

h. Head coach TBD until we can determine interest – Rob Rioux to coordinate 

The Valley Youth hockey association board fully supports Rob in trying to 

establish a 16u all girls team.  

 

If any team needs ice throughout the summer it should be booked through the 

Valley organization so they get the discounted rate.  

 

06 Travel Tryouts-Derek Dunford 

Derek needs 2 to 3 more players to make a competitive team, We ae aware that letting 

birth year ’05 players register at the last minute was not fair to all players. Valley will 

schedule more tryout times and allow 2005 and 2006 birth year players to register to try 

out for the team. Anyone who has already registered to try out can come for free and if 

they are trying out for the first time we will reduce the try out fee to $20. 

 The 06 travel team is allowed to take up to 3 ’05 players (but ’06 players are preferred) 



1st Ray Wimer 2nd Tim Jennings 

Vote: In Favor - 9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 1; Motion Passed 

Snowbelt teams future seasons 

We will change the way we go about dividing up our Snowbelt teams for future years.  

In the beginning of the season we will evaluate all Snowbelt players at all Snowbelt 

levels and we will comprise the most competitive teams according to player’s ability.  

1st Ray Wimer 2nd Bill Sanzone 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

We need to clean out Derek Dunford’s garage: John Sacks 

1st John Sacks 2nd Ray Wimer 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Adjourned 9:35pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


