
 
Valley Youth Hockey Association  
 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

January 3, 2017 

 

Meeting called to order 6:45 pm 

Present: Jillian Scheer, Bill Sanzone, John Sacks, Lillian Jeng, Ray Wimer, Jamie 

Sasenbury, Henry Dotterer, Kwame S. Amankwatt, Derek Dunford, Garth Werner, T.J 

Pelsue, Randy Denton, Tim Jennings. Rob Finger  

Absent: Mike Shaffer  

 

Motion to Accept Minutes for December 6, 2016 Board Meeting: Jillian Scheer 

Emailed to all Board members prior to meeting- Add who actually voted in the email 

motion on 12/23/2015 

Motion to accept: Randy Denton, 2nd Henry Dotterer 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Financial report/budget update: John Sacks 

Emailed to all Board members prior to meeting for review- John will email Mike to se if 

can explain in a little more detail the differences in the Ice costs. 

Motion to accept: Jillian Scheer, 2nd Randy Denton 

Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - ; Motion Passed 

 

Snowbelt Placement: Derek Dunford 

This season it does not look like we placed our house Snowbelt teams in the correct 

divisions. So far this year the 5 Snowbelt teams are 4 and 25 and getting beat by more 

than 6.5 goals a game.  



We need to come up with something as an organization to make it more competitive for 

the families who are on our Snowbelt teams. Whether it is truly making a stronger and a 

weaker team if there are 2 Snowbelt teams, or if we are able to petition Snowbelt for an 

exception to the default team placement of red/blue or white/white.  

As an organization we need to have a cut of date prior to the declaration to Snowbelt for 

coaches as to what level they feel their team can be competitive at and make them 

aware that we may be able to petition Snowbelt for an exception to the rule. We will also 

go over this at the mandatory coaches meeting and make sure that coaches know that 

the default is red/blue or White/white but that they should feel comfortable going to the 

Snowbelt rep and the board for exceptions to the rule if they feel they cannot be 

competitive at either of those options.  

It was also suggested by Henry Dotterer that we send something out to Snowbelt 

families to let them know that we were not aware exceptions could have been made 

before declaring for Snowbelt, and that we dropped the ball but we will be evaluating 

each team next year and making sure that they are playing at a level that will be fun and 

completive. 

For this season it is highly recommended that the coaches and managers try to 

schedule games with lower level teams so that some competitive hockey can be played. 

 

Reports of officers:  

 

Disciplinary committee: Randy Denton 

4 player incidents in December 

3 at the midget independent team- Kwame has spoken with his team and 

communicated the seriousness of the issue, and he feels they are all taking it very 

seriously. Randy and Jamie also had a meeting with the team to discuss the 

organizations expectations and what we expect from this team 

1 issue 14u bantam 

Rob finger- 14u Snowbelt team 

Single game suspension after a cyber bulling incident 

Jamie has spoken with the entire team and parents about the culture of the team and 

what needs to be done to bring the team together and to reiterate Valley’s expectations 



of how each team is a representation of this organization and what is allowed and what 

is not allowed.  

The board will fully support any actions taken by the coaching staff of the 14u snowbelt 

team that ensures the safety and wellbeing of all players on the team.  

 

Ice availability: John Sacks/Lillian Jeng 

We have signed a contract with the Nation and we have the Nation rink for the next 3 

years.  

Open ice slots being sent to managers and coaches, not all open slots are being taken. 

 

Registration/Scheduling 

Power Skate clinic will be held at Meachem on May 19-21 2 sessions each day ages 7-

11 and then ages 12 and up. We will post on our website as soon as we are allowed to 

and hoping Valley parents will take advantage. 33 kids will be accepted for each age 

group. 

 

Birth Year committee-Tim Jennings 

So far on the committee is Henry Dotterer, Tim Jennings, Derek Dunford, Jason Mucha, 

Jamie Sasenbury, Mike Donlin have all accepted. A request has been also sent to 

Christina Beam but no word back from her yet. Tim would like to have a well-rounded 

group of parents so if anyone is interested or knows of someone that might be good for 

this group please pass the word along to Tim and he will get in touch with them. Hoping 

to have 2-3 meeting and then present the findings/suggestions to the board. 

 

Positions Available 2017- John Sacks 

John is putting a proposal together for next meeting, to add members to the board. He 

is looking at adding 2 more At-Large board members and making the webmaster and 

registrar elected official instead of supervisor roles. John just wants to give the board a 

heads up to think about how the board may look next year.  

 



Director of coaches: Jamie Sasenbry 

Spoke with 18u independent team and the 14u snowbelt teams this month.  

½ year coaching survey ae being conducted and results are being sent to Jamie. 

Receiving mixed results so far but when they are all completed they will be reviewed. 

Jamie is going to schedule a coaches meeting to go over things that have come up and 

touch base because it’s the half way point. 

 

Tournament committee 

Nothing New 

 

Bylaws: Rob Finger 

Needs a list of standing Committees to add to the by-laws. He will also forward us a 

copy of the marked old by-laws so we can see what has changed. One that is 

completed and they have been reviewed we will add to the website for all members to 

review.  

 

 
 Travel team Selection discussion- Henry Dotterer 
 
"12.2 TRAVEL TEAM - PLAYER SELECTION: There will be tryouts for travel teams, to 

be held prior to the start of each season. All players registered with V.Y.H.A may be 

allowed to tryout in each age group. Players will be evaluated by the Head Coach of 

each travel team in their particular age group. The Head Coach may request the 

assistance of any number of designated evaluators to insure proper evaluation & 

selections. The selection of players shall be the sole responsibility of the Head Coach, 

or selection committee as appointed by the Board of Directors." 

I propose, after the sentence "Players will be evaluated by the Head Coach of each 

travel team in their particular age group.", the addition of the following: 

"The goal of the travel team selection process shall be to build the most competitive 

team possible, given the players available." 

Motion to accept: Jilian Scheer, 2nd Randy Denton 



Vote: In Favor - 10, Opposed - 0, Abstain - ; Motion Passed 

Motion to adjourn 8:59 Garth Werner, 2nd T.J Pelsue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


