
Valley Youth Hockey  
Board of Directors  
February 4th, 2016 Meeting Minutes  
 
Called to Order: 7:05p.m. by Pete Thomson  
 
Present: Pete Thomson, Randy Denton, Carmen Malone, Tom Ferrara, Garth Warner, Lillian Jeng, Jay 

Durand, TJ Pelsue, Tim Jennings, Henry Dotterer, Mary Pat Walsh, Mike Donlin, Jeff Grosso, Dan 

McDonald, Jamie Sasenbury, David Pierce, Aaron Weil 

Absent: Mike Shaffer, Will O’Malley, Rob Zettler 
 
 Motion to Accept Minutes:  
-January 5th Meeting Minutes – Motion to Accept: Carmen Malone; Pete Thomson 2nd

. 

-Discussion:   
 -Jersey Committee: Change “Waiting on one set of Jerseys.” to “Waiting on one Jersey for   
  one player.  It's a Mini-mite, getting a reversible jersey, not the regular Valley Eagles   
  Home/Away set.” 
 -Open Discussion: Change “May need to consider making the Webmaster a Board Position” to “May  
  need to consider making the Webmaster and Registrar Board Positions.  They both have access  
  to all Member records. 
-Vote: In Favor -9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Reports of Officers and Committees:  
Financial Report – Pete Thomson for Michael Shaffer 

-Tax forms have been signed and submitted  

-Finances look favorable. 

Motion to Accept Financial Report provided via email:  

Motion to Accept: Carmen Malone; Randy Denton 2nd 

-Discussion:  None 
-Vote: In Favor -9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Jersey Committee - Randy Denton 

-Waiting on last order for a few IPs and Mites. 

-Menace has committed to crediting our account for the 18U Midget jerseys issue.  The credit will be 

 applied to future purchases. 

-Discussions have taken place with Menace to improve future orders and avoid issues we experienced. 

-We still have sock inventory for sale.  It is posted on the website. 

-Sold about a dozen pair of old jerseys.   

  

Budget Update – Pete Thomson 

-There are still just a few remaining delinquent fees. 

-We need to pick a final date for the Onondaga Nation Arena. 



-The State Tournament are March 4th - 6th for Tier III 12U boys and Tier I Girls and March 18 – 20 for Tier 

III 14U – 18U Boys.  Tryouts for Peewees, Midgets and Bantams will have to be after that. 

-We may want to cut it off and get ice at Tennity for clinics and tryouts. 

-We received a grant from Central Section.  Divider pads for Mites could be a good place to spend that 

 money.  We would need to use other funds from sponsorships and some association funds to cover 

 the costs.  They would be much safer than the dividers we currently use today.  They cost $6,000 - 

 $8,000. 

 

Motion to utilize Central Section Grant to purchase ice dividers for Mites at a cost not to exceed 

$6,500.  Association funds will be used to cover the balance between the grant and not to exceed 

amount. 

Motion to Accept: Tim Jennings; Tom Ferrara 2nd 

-Discussion:  Team funds from the Turkey Tournament will be used to offset the cost. 
-Vote: In Favor - 9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Tournament Committee – Mary Pat Walsh 

-JAM might be a Peewee and Squirt.  Snowbelt will finalized it next Thursday. 

-A meeting was held with Bantam and Peewee parents but now that has changed. 

-Some Donations have been secured. 

-Cost sharing would be the same as other tournaments.  Once all costs are covered the net revenue 

 would be split 60/40. 

-Mike Donlin is planning a March 12 – 13 Squirt tournament.  Four teams have committed.  There could 

 be a fifth team.  Numbers we larger originally but teams have backed out.  They will not need as 

 much ice as they originally thought. 

 

Fundraising Committee – Mike Shaffer 

Nothing to report. 

 

Snowbelt Update – Darryl Kirkby 

-Darryl Kirby not present. 

 

Disciplinary Committee - Randy Denton 

-Nothing to officially report but there are issues that are being looked into. 

 

Coaching  Update - Tom Ferrara 

Motion to Accept the follow Travel Coaches for the 2016 -2017 season. 

18U Midget: Jay Durand 

16U Midget: Neal Purcell 

14U Girls: Jay Mucha 

2002 Bantam Major: Dan McDonald 

2003 Bantam Minor: Randy Denton 

2004 Peewee Major: Jaimie Sassenbury 



2005 Peewee Minor: Rod Ives 

2006 Squirt Major: Rob Rioux 

2007 Squirt Major: Ryan Smart 

Motion to Accept: Tom Ferrara; Pete Thomson 2nd 

-Discussion:  Tim Jennings, Ryan Smart and Tom Ferrara will discuss further who will be the 2007 Squirt 

 Major Head Coach.  Once a decision is made it will be presented to the Board to vote via email 

-Vote: In Favor -9, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

2016 – 2017 Travel Team Tryouts 

-We need to decide the deposit amount requested when players are chosen for a travel team and 

 sign the commitment letter.  The check and form would be signed at the beginning of tryouts.  

 When the players family is notified they made the team the check will be cashed.  We need to look 

 at the commitment letter to see if it only applies to statebound teams.  There are suggestions that 

 the fee should be around $200. 

 

Motion to allow Wade Weil, who will be a second year Squirt, to tryout for Peewee Minor for the 

2016-2017 season. 

Motion to Accept: Pete Thomson;  Henry Dotterer 2nd 

-Discussion: The current Coach suggests he is capable physically and mentally. The player has done 

 everything required of him at this level.  It would be a detriment to the player if he is held back.  

 What good does it do for them if he dominates at the current level.  The precedent was set last year 

 for two kids last year.  One child made it and one did not.  This is simply a request to allow the 

 player to tryout.  It does not guarantee the player will make the team.  There is not a USA Hockey 

 restriction to allow this. 

-Vote: In Favor -8, Opposed - 1, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Motion for one vote per family for the Annual Election. 

Motion to Accept: Henry Dotterer; Randy Denton2nd 

-How would we handle Parents who live in separate households and are both invested?  How would we 

handle volunteers who are not registered? 

-Motion Modified to table issue to the next board meeting until Mary Pat Walsh can review bylaws. 

Motion to Accept: MaryPat Walsh; Tom Ferrara 2nd 

 

Tier II Sub - Committee Formation - Tom Ferrara 

-We have not spent enough time on it. 

-There is interest in the Association to go to Tier II.  Coaches are also interested. 

-It is getting harder to find teams who are willing to play our competitive teams. 

-Most Tier II teams are booked because there are so many Q games. 

-We will set up a public meeting at Clary around Feb 23. 

 

We need someone to run Spring Hockey 

-Currently need someone to take the lead. 



 

Team Updates 

Bantam Travel, Carmen Malone: Kids are getting along and getting better all the time.  We went to 

 Ottawa and Albany recently and did well. 

Peewee Major, Henry Dotterer:  The team has lost a few in a row.  The coach set goals at the 

 beginning of the year and they are on track to meet them. 

Peewee Minor, Jaime Sasenbarry:  They have been in a bunch of tournaments this year and done 

 very well.  They are ranked first in the State at Tier II.  The team will be playing in a tournament in 

 Lake Placid.   

Peewee Red, Mary Pat Walsh: 24-8-4 overall.  Finished Snowbelt 10-4-2 which is third in the league.  

 They are headed to Ottawa soon. 

Peewee Blue, Tom Ferrara: The team is struggling a little.  The Coaches are working to find ways to help 

 the  kids understand the game better. 

Squirt Major, Mike Donlin:  The season is going great.  The kids have dug deep and pulled off some 

 pretty cool stuff.   

Squirt Minor, Aaron Weil: Doing well.  Some parents have complained about the coaching but the tactics 

 have helped the team improve. 

Mites, Tim Jennings:  Mites overall is going well.  There are 60ish kids.  There are times when things get 

 busy on the ice.  It would help to get more Coaches on the ice with more experience. 

IP & Mini Mites, Garth Warner: Trying to pick up a few cross ice sessions.  It is going very well. 

 

Open Discussion Items         

-Henry Dotterer suggests that the bylaws be updated because they do not address how we are 

 operating with multiple birth year travel teams and multiple Snowbelt teams.  He would like to also 

 eliminate the need for a player to petition the Board to move up a level ahead of their birth year 

 team. 

 

Motion to Adjourn at 9:29: Carmen Malone; Garth Warner 2nd 

 

Motion to utilize the Central Section Grant toward the purchase of ice dividers for Mites at a cost not 
 to exceed $7,000.  Association funds will be used to cover the balance between the Grant amount 
 plus team funds from the Turkey Tournament and the not to exceed amount.  
Motion to Accept: Tim Jennings; Carmen Malone 2nd 
Discussion: Vote via email 
-Vote: In Favor - Tim Jennings, TJ Pelsue, Carmen Malone 
-Vote: In Favor - 7, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 

Motion to Nominate Ryan Smart as the Squirt 2007 Coach.   

Motion to Accept: Tom Ferrara; Carmen Malone 2nd 
Discussion: Vote via email 
-Vote: In Favor - Tim Jennings, TJ Pelsue, Carmen Malone 
-Vote: In Favor - 7, Opposed - 0, Abstain - 0; Motion Passed 

 


