
 
July 2015      

 
It’s almost time for 

Hockey! 

The 2015-16 Season starts on 
October 1, 2015! 
 

 
2015-16 Season Registration Information 
 
Registration is now online and it is open! All members still have to 
register with USA Hockey first, but you no longer have to print out 
confirmations and bring them to us -- Valley’s registration system will 
interface with USA Hockey’s registry. To register, go to our website at 
valleyyouthhockey.com. 
 
Forms 
Parent consent/acknowledgment forms have been incorporated. Don’t 
forget to review the policies and scroll down to the check boxes! You 
will be able to upload the Consent to Treat Form and photos or scans of 
birth certificates and release forms (if necessary). If uploading files is not 
convenient, you may email them to the Registrar, mail them to our PO 
Box address, or bring them to our in-person registration session on 
Tuesday, July 28, from 7-9 pm at Onondaga Nation Arena. 
 
You do, however, have to complete the online registration for yourself 
and your player(s) so that every member has a complete record and is 
able to receive notifications. If you do not have easy access to a 
computer, one will be available at our in-person registration for your 
use, or you may email us to make other arrangements. 
  
Payments 
This season it is now possible to spread registration payments over three 
months, and you may pay online using credit cards or e-checks, in-
person, or by mailing a check to our PO Box address: 
 

Valley Youth Hockey Association (VYHA) 
PO Box 15494 
Syracuse, NY 13215 

 
Fees 
Registration fees have been reduced by 13% from last season, but the 
totals will be slightly higher due to the inclusion of two items: a $90 raffle 
fundraiser, and $130 for the cost of two new jerseys (one jersey for 
mites, at a cost of $65) which includes the cost of customizing them with 
player names and numbers. The raffle tickets will be disbursed as soon 
as full payment has been received. You can recoup the $90 from the 
raffle tickets by selling them. If you keep the tickets, you will 
automatically be entered in the drawing that will take place every day in 
November. 
 
 

Many thanks to Ronna Louise for organizing the raffle and for substantial 
contributions to this newsletter! 

 

 
“????????????" 

 
New Board Members Elected 
 

At Valley's Annual Meeting & 
Election on April 14, 2015, the 
following members were elected: 

Vice President:   
Randy Denton 
Treasurer:   
Michael Shaffer 
Director of Coaches:  
Tom Ferrara 
Scheduler:   
Lillian Jeng 
At Large Board Members:   
Tim Jennings 
Jarrod Shupe 
Garth Werner 

 
To outgoing Board members, Terry 
Walton, Scott Jesmore, Dan 
McDonald, Andy Boland, Rodney 
Kirkby, and Ronna Louise – thank 
you for your service! And thank 
you for continuing to serve. 
 
 
Valley Youth Hockey Association 
valleyyouthhockey.com 
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Note: 16U & 18U tournament bound players registering for the Midget Full Season program will only be charged the 16U 
or 18U Split-Season-Only rates until 1) it is determined whether there is enough interest to field this team, AND 2) until 
we have found a suitable head coach. Players who are Snowbelt-Only will not be charged until those conditions are met. 
Please pay attention to the section about discount codes and use the correct one for your player! 

 

 
Mandatory Volunteering 
Due to a low rate of volunteering for the past several years and our great need for parent 
participation, you must choose at least one area in which you can help out this year. Including this 
requirement within the registration process will speed up organizing and communicating with 
everyone about events, too! If circumstances this year make it far too stressful for you to commit 
your time and energy, you will be able to choose to “opt-out” and donate to Valley to help us cover 
for your absence. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and your support for Valley Hockey. Best wishes to all for a fun 
season! 

 

 

Big Changes at Valley 

As you know, last year was a heckuva year for Valley. 

While we still consider Meachem Rink to be the 

home of Valley Hockey, most of our ice time is now 

at Tsha'Hon'nonyen'dakhwa' (Onondaga Nation 

Arena), so we have two home rinks now! We have 

gained around 80 new players this past season alone. 

There are big changes at Valley for the upcoming 

season, also, including new teams, a new mascot, 

new jerseys, and a renewed emphasis on fundraising 

and volunteering to help keep fees affordable. 

How did all of this come about?  

On April 16, 2014, about 48 hours after we had just 

elected a new president and a new slate of Board 

members, the City Parks Department informed 

Valley that Meachem Rink probably would not re-

open for the Fall. The cooling system, which had 



been unhealthy for years, was in its death throes. 

The Parks Department estimated that the cost of 

replacing the cooling system would be in the 

neighborhood of $1-1.5 million and it was suggested 

that we find some investors.  

This was bad news. The degree of difficulty in 

raising that amount of money fast enough to 

make it possible to rip out and install a new rink 

in time for the next hockey season… well, it made 

playing hockey seem easy in comparison! In 

addition, we found that it was very difficult to find 

ice time elsewhere in Central New York because 

every rink is in great demand.  

We were very fortunate that Mayor Miner, 

Senator Valesky, Assemblyman Magnarelli, 

Councilor Dougherty, Parks & Recs Commissioner 

Baye Muhammad, and Deputy Commissioner  

Dave Valesky, Sakura Dotterer, & Bill Magnarelli 

John Walsh were untiring advocates for us and for 

Meachem Rink. We are indebted to Senator 

Valesky and Assemblyman Magnarelli for 

securing funding. Kudos and a big thank you to 

Davis Mechanical for installing the new system in 

time for the 2014-15 season!  

Many Valley families were active in the efforts to 

resurrect Meachem, as well – so much so that at 

the June 5, 2014 press conference, Councilor 

Dougherty humorously groaned, “You know 

hockey parents…” and laughed while recounting 

the numerous hockey families who had 

bombarded him with suggestions of what could 

be done and “what he could do with himself if 

nothing was done”! So, GREAT WORK, Valley 

families!  

Just before the funding was announced, 

however, the pavement pounding by current and 

former Valley Board members to secure ice slots 

wherever possible resulted in the unforeseen but 

miraculous opportunity to contract ice at 

Onondaga Nation Arena. This meant that, in the 

span of several weeks, Valley went from having 

zero ice to having a lot of ice. 

 It is an enviable situation to have this much ice – 

and a beautiful, modern, well-run arena -- at our 

disposal, but it also comes with higher costs. 

From the 2013-2014 season to the 2014-2015 

season, our ice costs have almost tripled. We are 

fortunate that Valley’s leaders for many seasons 

before were hardworking and prudent managers 

so that Valley was financially ready for such an 

unprecedented season.  

Our large influx of new members helped to offset 

that higher cost, but Valley’s minimal fundraising 

efforts (unsurprising, considering how much we 

had to deal with!) last year meant that we 

operated at a loss. Valley was also unable to 

generate revenue from the kitchen at Meachem 

for much of the season, and the kitchen had been 

a significant source of income for years. (Please 

see the graphics on the next page that show the 

percentage of ice costs relative to our total costs 

for the past two seasons.)  

It is easy to see that when ice costs take up so 

much room, there is not much money for anything 

else, like tournament fees, coaching clinic 

reimbursements, etc. This huge increase in costs 

means that Valley Hockey can no longer run with 



the lean organizational structure that worked for 

decades. For Valley to survive and thrive, we must 

do what many or most large hockey associations 

do – we must mandate parent participation and 

create a structure for fundraising, or raise fees 

even more. 

Valley’s diverse membership means that we have 

a lot of skills and expertise to draw from. To those 

who have not yet participated, we are calling 

upon you because we need you. Many parents 

have contributed excellent suggestions, but we 

need you to help implement them. In the online 

registration form, there are categories to select 

and a write-in area. Please let us know in what 

way you would like to contribute. Thank you. 

 

 
Comparison of Ice Costs vs. Total Costs for the Past Two Seasons 

 
*Our total number of players increased by 30%, but our ice costs increased by 291%. 
 



 

Jersey/Logo Survey & Results 

 

An online survey of parents and players was 

undertaken from April 23-26, 2015 to address 

several issues: 

 Numerous comments & questions from 

Valley members about an option for players 

to own jerseys & put players' names on 

jerseys.  

 Inability to add sponsor patches to jerseys. 
 Mishmash of game jerseys worn throughout 

Valley.  
 The logistics of managing a vast inventory of 

jerseys for 300+ players had become a 
daunting and time-consuming task. 

 No study had yet been done to determine 
member preferences on mascots and logos, 

or on whether they preferred Valley-owned 
or player-owned jerseys.  

 

The survey results were posted online on May 2. 

The results showed an overwhelming 

preference for player-owned jerseys and a new 

logo. The Valley Eagles design by Freshradiation 

had the greatest number of votes; it garnered 

about 40% of parent AND player votes.  

Based on the results of the survey, Valley’s 

Board approved the change to player-owned 

jerseys, re-adoption of the eagle mascot, and 

the selection of Freshradiation’s mascot design. 

 

 

Mock-up of Valley Jersey 

 

 

 



Mock-up of Valley Jersey 

 

TRY ON SAMPLE JERSEYS 

Sample jerseys are available for 

players to try on to determine your 

player's correct size before ordering. 

The jerseys will be available to try on 

at the pro shop at Onondaga Nation 

Arena. Call for daily hours – their 

summer hours depend on their LAX 

schedule! (315) 498-6813  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR 

SHOULDER PADS TO TRY ON UNDER 

THE JERSEYS! 

Jersey Orders 

Jersey orders will be taken as part of 

registration. Since they will be customized with 

your player’s name and number, please do take 

advantage of the opportunity to try on samples.  

You will need to specify your player’s jersey size, 

sock size, the surname on the back of the jersey, 

and a selection of preferred numbers. 

If your player would like to keep the number 

he/she used last season, please indicate that on 

the registration form. Your player can also 

choose up to five (5) other preferred numbers, 

but there is no guarantee that any of the 

numbers will be available. We will prioritize 

requests for previously-used numbers, but we 

will need to allow older birth years to choose 

first in order to avoid duplicate numbers on 

split-year teams. We will do our utmost to give 

players one of their preferred numbers! 

Your player’s jersey order will be submitted to 

the vendor after your player is registered and 

the amount of the first scheduled payment is 

received. 

 

 

 

Jersey & Sock Size Guidelines 

(the suggested sock sizes are in parentheses) 
 
MITES 

YS - Smaller sized player (20”) 
YM - Medium sized player (22”) 
YL - Larger sized player (22”) 

SQUIRTS 

YL - Smaller sized player (24”) 
YXL - Medium sized player (24”) 

AS - Larger sized player (25”)  

PEEWEE 
AS - Smaller sized player (25”) 
AM - Medium sized player (26”) 

BANTAM 

AM - Smaller to Medium sized player (28”) 
AL - Medium to Larger sized player (28”) 

MIDGET 

AL to AXXL jerseys (30 & 32”) 



12U Girls Are State Champions! 

New Teams This Season 
There are new teams for the 
upcoming season at Valley. This 
year, instead of having one pee wee 
travel team, we will have two single 
birth-year teams. Pee Wee Major 
will be coached by Henry Dotterer, 
and Pee Wee Minor will be coached 
by Jamie Sasenbury.  
 
Valley will again have two single 
birth-year teams at the squirt level, 
as well – Squirt Major, coached by 
Mike Donlin, and Squirt Minor, 
coached by Aaron Weil.  
 
In addition, Girls 12U: Tier I will 
have a sister team this year! Girls 
12U:2 will be coached by Jeff 
Coomey. They will likely play at the 
Tier II level and/or at the red level 
within the Snowbelt League. 
 
Welcome, new teams and coaches! 

 

 
 

Drawing Calendar for Raffle Fundraiser – more info on next page! 

2015-16 Valley Home Tournament Dates 

Oct. 17-18  
Oct. 24-25  

Nov. 7-8  
Nov. 13-15 
Nov. 27-29  

Jan. 1-3  
Feb. 20-21  

Bantam Travel 
Squirt Major 
Squirt Minor 
Valley Snowbelt 
Mite Turkey Tourney 
Girls 12U 
Pee Wee Major 

 

Girls 12U:1 defeated the Buffalo Regals and the Buffalo Bisons to win their Girls Tier I State 
Champions title.   Thank you for representing Valley Hockey at a very high level and bringing 
home the State Championship.  WELL DONE, GIRLS! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Raffle This Year! 

Drawing every day for  
a month! 

One (1) $300 prize 
Five (5) $150 prizes 
Four (4) $100 prizes 

Twenty (20) $50 prizes 

When/How 
•The calendar raffle is for the month of   
November only. 
•Every day in November has a  
predetermined payout amount, with  
special payout amounts for Saturday,  
Sunday, and Thanksgiving. 
•Each lottery ticket has a number  
000...999. 
•The daily calendar raffle winner is based  
on the NYS 3-digit evening “Pick Three”  
lottery number. 
•Lottery number and winner's name will  
be posted daily on the Valley website. 
•Payouts will be mailed weekly to the  
winners (using contact info on the lottery  
stubs). 
• Lottery ticket stubs must be given to  
your coach by Sunday 10/25. 

This fundraiser  

will help us lower  

our rates from  

last year's fees  

despite an  

immense increase  

in ice costs 

Valley had more than  
320  boys and girls for  
the 2014-15 season,  
from ages 3-18! 

VALLEY HOCKEY 

CALENDAR RAFFLE  

NOVEMBER 2015! 

This season, VYHA will have a lottery- 
style calendar raffle. We hope that this  
type of fund-raiser will be time & cost- 
effective for families, while adding an  
element of fun! 

Raffle Details: 
• All players (mites to midgets) are required to  
participate. 
• Player registration fees include a $90 lottery  
fee (for 3 lottery tickets). 
• Once the full registration fees are paid, the  
lottery tickets will be given. 
• There may be additional lottery tickets  
available for purchase. 
• Each lottery ticket is worth $30. 
• Players may sell the lottery tickets at face  
value & keep the funds OR players may  
choose to keep the lottery tickets themselves  
for a chance to win one of the daily payouts 
The Fine Print: 
• Once lottery tickets are distributed, they are  
non-refundable. 
• Lottery tickets cannot be replaced if lost or  
stolen. 
• If selling lottery tickets, cash may be  
accepted or checks made payable to the seller.   
You will need to inform the buyer that these  
are pre-paid tickets (with the monies given to  
VYHA). 



Valley All-Stars 

Two Valley 18U players were selected for the 2015 All-CNY Hockey Team: Sean Eccles and Sam Mueller. Eccles was named, “All-CNY 
Player of the Year”. Sam Walsh, Collin Thompson, Colby Skrupa, Liam Barry, and Conrad Skrupa were also selected by Section III coaches 
for All-Stars honors. Congratulations! 
 
The 18U team made it all the way to the finals of the Tier III State Tournament this past season. They lost the final game to Bear 
Mountain, the defenders of the title from the previous year. But, what a season they had – undefeated until the very end!  
 
Farewell, seniors! Valley is proud of you all! Good luck in your future endeavors. 

 

 

                 Look how they grew! 

  
 

 

 
Sean Eccles Sam Walsh Sam Mueller  Collin Thompson 

   

 

 

Colby Skrupa Liam Barry Conrad Skrupa   

18U @States 

Mark Purcell, Sam Mueller, Sean Eccles (thanks, Sean's mom!) 



Bantam Travel and Pee Wee Travel also 

made it to the State Championships. 

Great job, Valley players!   

                     

Additional Valley Champions/Championships for the 2014-16 Season 

 

 

 

 

 

 Squirt 05@Niagara Falls            Girls 12U @York    Mite Red @Valley 

 

 

Squirt 04 @Ottawa Pee Wee Travel @Lake Placid Mite Red @Skaneateles 

 

Bantam Travel @ Lake Placid 1980 rink 

Bantam Travel and Pee Wee Travel together @ Lake Placid 

Bantam Travel- Final game at States 



 

 

 

 

 

 

        Pee Wee White @Center State       Squirt White 2 @Valley JAM               Squirt 05 @Valley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mite Red @Syracuse                Mite Blue 3: Future Champions            Champions in Disguise 

 

 

 

 

Listen up, kids!  

                 Valley Kids @Crunch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Jay knows…  



Hey Pee Wee Red! 

Squirt White 1 Celebration -- the sweetest victories 
are the ones you have to work really really hard for! 
Congrats, Squirt White 1! 

 

Board Member Abandons Syracuse for Daytona Beach 

Board member, Jarrod Shupe, has resigned and is moving to Florida for a new IT Director position. In his short time as a 

Board member, Jarrod contributed much time, energy, and thought to Valley’s jersey initiative and we would not be as far 

along in this project without his efforts. Thank you, Jarrod! We wish you, Jennifer, Conner, and Lexie all the best in your 

new hockey town. You will be missed! 

Jarrod, we know that you’ll be missing the view from Meachem in March this spring, so here’s a photo for when you have 

those pangs of regret and that view from your new condo has become boring. 

 

 

 

  

Monotonous View from New Shupe Residence 

Mite Blue 1! 

What March Should Look Like 



 
 
 
 
 
Former Valley VP, Terry Walton, Elected NYSAHA 
(USA Hockey) Central Section Alternate President 
 
Terry Walton was elected Alternate President at a recent 
Central Section meeting. Congratulations, Terry! Terry 
served Valley in numerous roles for many years, and he 
was always willing to do whatever was necessary for 

Valley, no matter how hard or unpleasant the job. Thank you, Terry! We will miss seeing you at Valley. Best 
wishes to Adam for a great season with his Fulton teams! 

 
 

Thanks to NYHockeyOnline for this timely article!  

  

http://www.nyhockeyonline.com/


Help Wanted! 

 

Do you like to work with people?  Or, do you prefer “behind the scenes” activities?  Are you the creative type, 

have good organization skills, or maybe you would prefer to help out on the ice?  Whether you have just a few 

hours or more, are a working parent or stay-at-home, there are opportunities to fit your interests & time 

availability. Take a look at the open positions below. 

 

You will be able to indicate your interest in one of these positions in the registration form online. For more 

information, contact Pete Thomson at vyha.president@gmail.com 

 

Communications Coordinator 
o Maintain open communication between the Board & 

VYHA families. 
o Maintain a functional internal communication system to 

keep Board members, Supervisors, and Chairs informed 
of VYHA activities. 

o Assist with media & community relations as needed. 
 
Supervisor of Marketing & Merchandise 

o Work with Board to implement desired marketing 
efforts. 

o Manage VYHA-branded merchandise (what is offered to 
purchase, what vendor(s) to use, and how items can be 
purchased).  

 
Supervisor of Parent Education 

o Provide information to parents regarding expected 
behavior for all aspects of the hockey program 
(practices, games, interactions w/coaches, etc) as 
defined by USA Hockey. 

o Information is already available but will need to ensure 
it is current. 

o Establish dates/times for parent meetings & ensure ALL 
parents have received info. 

 
Supervisor of Initiation Program 

Oversee all aspects of the initiation program, including: 
o work with scheduler to ensure adequate ice time for the 

program 
o ensure adequate assistance on ice 
o create practice program 
o may also schedule games with other associations 

 
Supervisor of Mite Program 

Oversee all aspects of the Mite program, including: 
o work with scheduler to ensure adequate ice time for the 

practices/games 
o ensure adequate assistance on ice 
o work with all Mite coaches to create teams 
o work with Director of Coaches to create practice 

program & communicate to Mite coaches 
o work with Mite coaches to schedule games 

 
Squirt Practice Coordinator 

o Work with all Squirt coaches to ensure they have 
appropriate practice plans 

o Work with Supervisor of Pee Wee Practice to create plan 
for shared ice practices 

 
Pee Wee Practice Coordinator 

o Work with all Pee Wee coaches to ensure they have 
appropriate practice plans 

o Work with Supervisor of Squirt Practice to create plan 

for shared ice practices 

Volunteers, Skate & Shoot 
o Be available to monitor ice during a skate & shoot 

session. 
o Approximately 6-8 volunteers needed. 
o Coordinator needed, too! 

 
Spring Hockey Manager 

o Communication with Valley Families on Spring 
Hockey 

o Work with VYHA Scheduler to arrange ice sessions for 
Spring Hockey  

o Ensure adequate Coaching coverage 
o Referee  Scheduling and payment  
 

Fundraising Committee Chair  
o Strategically work with Valley Board of Directors to 

create fundraising objectives and goals 
o Oversee fundraising and sponsorships to execute 

VYHA fundraising plans 
o Report results to VYHA Board  

 
Events Committee Chair 

o Arrange non-hockey social activities to strengthen 
VYHA community 

o Act as main contact person for outside organizations 
such as local professional teams looking to sponsor 
events 

o Communicate with Valley Families regarding events

  

mailto:vyha.president@gmail.com


 

2015 Kurt Kemp Friend of Youth Hockey Award Winner: Rob Rioux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During this past season, Rob proved that one does not need to have been a 
hockey player to be a great head coach. Rob and his excellent team of coaches 
were consistently positive and respectful to their players, and they always 
stressed team spirit and fun. This positive approach was probably a big part of 
why the 04 team never gave up during their tough tournament in Ottawa, even 
after losing game 2 and finding themselves down 0-3 in the third game vs. the 
Stittsville Rams, the top team in the local league. The boys kept working and 
came back to win this game, 4-3! On the last day of the tournament, they 
battled through two playoff games to get to the championship game with the 
Stittsville Rams again. Despite numerical disadvantages, the 04s held out and 
beat the local favorites 3-2 to win this tournament. It was a memorable 
experience, but the best part is, if they had lost, it would have been fine. The 
boys were playing beautifully together as a team, and that was what mattered.  
 

 VYHA is very proud to award the 2015 Kurt Kemp 
award to Rob Rioux. Rob has been an extremely 
positive influence at Valley for the past decade.  He 
has served as Registrar, Coach, VP and President. 
Rob has provided opportunities for children to 
learn this great game by spearheading our First 
Strides and IP programs.  He exemplifies the best in 
youth sports as a great role model to players of all 
ages. Rob has consistently demonstrated the 
values of sportsmanship, self-control and a positive 
attitude. His contributions to VYHA are 
immeasurable & he has proven time & time again 
to be an asset to our organization. 


