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Game Day Preparation Checklist, Safety, & Equipment
Note: All page references are from the 2018 Little League Baseball Official Regulations, Playing Rules, and Policies. (aka the Green Book)
General 
1. There must be at least one adult in the dugout at all times – Rule 4.05(b) p.84

2. Adults must not warm-up a pitcher at any time – Rule 3.09 p.81

3. Catchers must wear a dangling throat guard on all styles of helmets – Rule 1.17 p.70

4. Players shall not be handling or swinging bats in a dugout 

5. No player shall wear any jewelry of any kind (Exception: jewelry that alerts medical personnel to a specific condition is permissible) – Rule 1.11(j) p.68

6. Players shall not be climbing on the dugout fences

7. A catcher’s helmet is required during any form of infield or infield / outfield practice. (Watch for no helmets when a coach / manager is hitting balls to their players and a player is standing next to a swinging bat) – Rule 1.17 p.70
Pre-game
1. Arrive early to the game site to prepare yourself and partner (at least 30 minutes prior to the scheduled start time). This would be the time to discuss coverage, put on and adjust equipment if you are the plate umpire, clarify any rules, etc.

2. Walk the field, with your partner, checking for any hazards or something that would be specific to field ground rules (Holes in fence, gaps around gates, trees hanging over field, etc.)

3. Check equipment. Ask the teams to present their equipment in front of their dugouts so you can assess the bats and helmets for being legal and safe to use. We should not be checking the equipment by going through the players sport bags.

4. Be at the home plate 10 minutes prior to scheduled game start time and perform your plate meeting. You will have the managers from each team meet at the home plate so you can go through (L.E.G.S.) Lineups, Equipment, Ground Rules, and Safety discussions.

5. DO NOT give a rules clinic during managers' pre-game meeting. 

6. Perform the Little League pledge.

7. The pitcher is on the mound for 8 warm-up pitches or 60 seconds.

8. Brush the plate, position yourself in the slot, check that your partner is out in the field ready, and put the ball into play.
During the Game
1. Ensure the dugout gates are closed during the inning. 

2. DO NOT mingle with the fans, coaches, players or managers between innings.  What is happening on the field is top priority.

3. Keep the game moving by encouraging the teams to hustle on and off of the field between innings.

4. Again, no player in the dugout should be handling bats.

5. Only a manager, two coaches, and the players are allowed in the dugout. All others must be outside of the dugout.

6. There is no coaching a player from the backstop area or near the opposing dugout per the local rules.
Post-Game
1. Use the winning team dugout to exit the field immediately after the conclusion of the game. 

2. Have a post-game out brief with your partner. Discuss the good and the bad for a learning opportunity.

3. Report any issues or concerns to Dan Cody, the division representative, and myself.

Equipment Overview

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Plate umpires that are positioned behind a catcher must always wear a mask, chest protector, shin guards, and an athletic supporter with a cup. (If the equipment goes missing it is permissible to call the game standing on either sides of the pitcher). – Rule 9.01(a)(Note 1) p.117

2. The plate umpire equipment will be stored in the green construction box behind each backstop.  This equipment is specific for each field and is for all to use. At the conclusion of each game it should be returned back into the green box ready for the next game.  It is all of our responsibilities to not throw heavy objects on top of the equipment and take the best care so it will last longer. 

3. Report back to me if any of the equipment is missing or damaged. 

4. Below are pictures and brief descriptions on the umpire equipment:
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Description

Picture

Umpire

Does the League Provide?

Umpire Face Mask

Plate Umpire

Yes, Found in the green
construction box behind
each dugout. Each field has
its own for all umpires to
use.

Umpire chest protector

Plate Umpire

Yes, Found in the green
construction box behind
each dugout. Each field has
its own for all umpires to
use.

Umpire Shin Guards

Plate Umpire

Yes, Found in the green
construction box behind
each dugout. Each field has
its own for all umpires to
use.

Umpire Kits

Plate Umpire

Yes, Found in the green
construction box behind
each dugout. Each field has
its own for all umpires to
use.

Umpire Indicators

Optional for Field Umpire

Yes, Found in the green
construction box behind
each dugout. Each field has
its own for all umpires to
use.

Hat

Plate & Field Umpire

Yes. Provided for those that
work >3 games during the
season.

Umpire Shirt

Plate & Field Umpire

Yes. Provided for those that
work >3 games during the
season.

Pants

Plate & Field Umpire

No. You can wear something
close or purchase online.

10

Plate Shoes

Plate Umpire

No. Recommended





