CHATHAM BASKETBALL CLUB GUIDELINES

All guidelines are put in place by and for our CBC Basketball Board and paid Basketball Directors, for the benefit of our players. The goal is that Chatham will continue to have the strongest, fairest program that does the best possible job in developing its children as basketball players.  It is our belief that Chatham has the best town basketball program in this area, better than some other ones that are also very good.  Our Guidelines/Beliefs:

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Above all, developing all our children as basketball players in an atmosphere of teaching, sportsmanship and safety is the forefront of our mission.  

*Our Recreation League is meant to be a fun league in which our players can play with and against their friends, and all players can contribute.  We emphasize teaching skills to all players and begin each weekly session before the games begin.  During the games, all players on a team are expected to play approximately an equal amount, both during the season and in the playoffs.  All players who play on our Travel teams are required to play in the Recreation League, as all players in the league benefit from playing with stronger players, and their inclusion also helps insure enough coaches are available.

*For Travel Teams, player development (not wins) is the primary goal across all grades.  We recognize we have several guidelines to coaches in place that may be stricter than other towns and have the potential to cost us wins, but we want a program where all individual players are important and we play basketball in a way that will improve our players.

-All teams are expected to have a strong practice emphasis/ethic.  Coaches are encouraged to reduce playing time of players who miss significant practice time.

-Coaches of both Blue and White level teams are instructed to insure every player is playing meaningful playing time (guideline during regular season of approximately minimum one quarter on average in grades 7-8, with higher minimum in 4-6, based on number of players on team; these minimums slightly lower in playoffs).  

-We encourage all Travel Coaches to make Man-to-Man defense their primary, if not exclusive defense.  It is our belief that learning the correct way to play Man defense is the best way to develop players at this age.  We recognize that it is an advantage to zone trap age 9-14 players or make kids (who generally are not consistent shooters yet) to shoot over a zone, but this doesn't teach defense as well.  This philosophy is driven by our CHS coaches and our paid Basketball Directors, and supported by CBC.  

-The Boys and Girls Basketball Directors choose the Travel Coaches based on their knowledge of game and character.  All Coaches are expected to be tremendous role models for their players.  We expect a positive environment and an ability to teach the game of basketball well (and a love of the game).  Our coaches are not expected to be consistently argumentative with referees.  Wins/losses are way less important than the other factors. 

-We expect our parents to always remember all their actions at games represent Chatham basketball.   Refereeing basketball is very very difficult with judgement calls nearly each time down the court.  Every game will have several missed calls that will go both ways.  There may be close calls near that go Chatham's way (or the other way), but the outcome of overall basketball games are very rarely determined by the refs.  The referees of our games are men/women who are qualifed to ref games at the 4th-8th grade level, just as our kids are playing at that level.  
