
Milton American Baseball, Inc.  (the “League”) 

Board Meeting 

Date:  October 15, 2013 

 

Place: Cunningham Park Hall, Milton, MA 

 

Directors present: Abe Cardoza, Brian Cherry, Rob Dexter, Dave Finn, Dave Finnochio, John Hitt, Michael 

McArdle, Andy McDonnell, Brian Pasquantonio, Stephen Pender, Paul Shinney 

 

Directors absent: Lloyd MacNeil, Mike Radley 

 

Advisory Board members present:  Greg McDonald, Matt Regan 

 

Advisory Board members absent: Mike Collins 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Michael McArdle called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 pm.   

The meeting minutes of the September 3, 2013 meeting were approved by the Board.  Michael provided 

an update on a few items.  First, a 501c3 application has been filed with the IRS, the approval of which 

grants tax-exempt status to the League. As of this meeting, it has not been approved; it takes several 

months for such applications to be reviewed. Second, the League has created a bank account at Citizens 

Bank with a current balance of $25.00 in the account. Third, Kevin Berry has filed the financial 

documents known as IRS Form 990s (Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax) for years 2011, 

2012 and 2013 (through 9/30/13) with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s office for the pre-existing 

Milton American Little League Association. At this time, there is no guidance from the AG’s office as to 

how to handle a possible transfer of remaining funds to the current Milton American Baseball, Inc. 

organization. 

Next, Brian Pasquantonio provided an update on the installation of two batting cages at Andrews Park. 

He met with Dave Perdios and Kevin Berry to review the plans. The approximate dimensions of the cage 

will be 90 feet long by 18 feet wide by 12 feet high. Fencing is expected to be installed this fall, with final 

work expected in the spring.  Brian’s company will level the area, and Armstrong Fence will provide the 

fencing. The total approximate cost for the batting cage is $15,000 ($9,000 for the fencing).  It would 

cost an additional $3,000 to provide electricity to the batting cages if a pitching machine was wanted. 

Regarding batting cages at Mary C. Lane Park, Dave Perdios believes it is too congested there for a 

permanent batting cage, but a temporary, moveable cage could be used. 

Next, registration dates for 2014 were discussed, and it was agreed that registration would be open 

from January 1, 2014 through February 15, 2014. 



The next item discussed was the performance of CORI background checks for League volunteers. First 

Advantage, an organization used by the Babe Ruth League, could perform background checks at a cost 

of $2.25 per application. The Board agreed to explore the use of First Advantage to perform these 

volunteer background checks.  

The next item discussed was Cooperstown and fund-raising for the Cooperstown team. A general 

discussion ensued regarding fund-raising, including requirements needed to hold a raffle. The 

approximate cost for the 2014 Cooperstown team will be $16,250, $13,250 in tournament costs, plus 

$3,000 for incidentals. The Board agreed that it should set guidelines regarding fund-raising and use of 

funds. The Board agreed to amend the League’s by-laws for such guidelines and to open a dedicated 

Cooperstown bank account in 2014. 

The next item discussed was fall tryouts for the major leagues. Forty-seven (47) players tried out, and 

there was general consensus that the fall try-outs were a good idea that should continue next year. 

There will be an additional tryout(s) in the spring of 2014. 

The next item discussed was the solicitation of sponsors; it was agreed the Board should reach out to 

existing sponsors and try to get a payment or commitment by 1/15/14 prior to opening up sponsorship 

opportunities to new sponsors. 

The next item discussed was volunteers for the 2014 season. Erin Hellmuth has agreed to be the T-ball 

coordinator for next year. 

The next item discussed was baseball tournaments that League teams could enter into. It was agreed 

that the Board should get a list of tournaments and see what is available, including Cap Ripken 

tournaments. Rob Dexter will coordinate this process. 

Winter baseball clinics were also discussed. It is expected that there will be seven (7) clinics on the 

following dates: 1/12/14, 1/19/14, 1/26/14, 3/9/14, 3/16/14, 3/23/14 and 3/30/14. The cost would be 

$75.00 per player with a limit of approximately forty (40) players, and would be open to both Milton 

American and Milton National players. 

Next, there was general discussion regarding the idea of possibly combining the Milton American and 

Milton National baseball programs, or having some level of collaboration between the leagues. There 

was general consensus that the idea warranted some further discussion and consideration. It was 

agreed that a dialogue between representatives from both leagues should occur regarding the same. 

Lastly, there was discussion regarding the League possibly making a charitable donation to benefit the 

Milton High School Boosters. There was agreement that the League should not make any charitable 

contributions until 2014 and only upon sufficient League finances.   

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 3, 2013 at a time and place to be 

determined. 

The meeting was adjourned by Michael McArdle at approximately 9:10 p.m.  


