
Little League baseball
was founded in
1939 by Carl Stotz

in Williamsport, Pennsyl-
vania, and has been a part
of the Perinton and Fair-
port scene since 1951. 

In 1950, the Fairport
Rotary Club asked several
of its members to investi-
gate the possibility of
bringing Little League to
the community (East
Rochester already had
four teams.) It was hoped
that teams could be organ-
ized to play a short season
in the spring and summer
of 1950. Sponsors pledged
$200 each to supply uni-
forms and equipment, and
a local builder offered to
level an area in Potter Park
for a diamond. However,
residents of Potter Place
were not happy with the
prospect of screaming
children and heavy traffic
three to four nights each
week and complained to
the Village Board. 

The Board ruled that

village property could not
be used by any outside or-
ganization and since Little
League was headquar-
tered in Pennsylvania,
they could not use Potter
Park. Little League was on
hold, but not for long.

The next year, 1951, four
organizations, Lions, Ma-
sons, Rotary, and the Fair-
port Fire Department for-
mulated plans for bringing
baseball to Perinton and
Fairport youngsters. The
executive committee in-
cluded Tod Malcolm,
Napoleon Mancuso, Gene
Malcolm, and Hugh
Stevely. The fields would
be located in the then un-
used Fairport Park (today’s
Perinton Park). Frank
Wood, a local contractor,
volunteered to bulldoze
the area, and volunteers
from the sponsoring or-

ganization completed the
preparation. That year,
Little League began its
first season in
Fairport/Perinton with
four teams and 48 players.

The games were popu-
lar and had many fans,
among them a young man
who was, because of crip-
pling rheumatoid arthritis,
unable to play. David
Marsh was often asked to
throw out the first pitch of
the season and in 1953
was named Honorary
League President. In that
same year, the field was
named David Marsh
Field. Marsh died in 1964,
and in 1988 an historic
marker in his memory was
erected at the site of those
first Little League fields.

Within ten years, the
number of teams had dou-
bled to eight and there
were opportunities for
boys younger than 8 to
participate. Donations
provided money for base-
ball and grounds keeping
equipment, a P.A system,
and a snack bar.  By the
end of the 1960’s, there
were 700 boys playing on
50 teams, and games took
place not only at David

Marsh Field but also on
school fields. It was obvi-
ous that the League need-
ed more space.

In 1969, ground break-
ing for new state-of-the-
art ball fields took place at
a 20-acre site on Lyndon
Road just north of the Erie
Canal.  Present were Ger-
ald Zornow, Kodak presi-
dent; Cal Ripken, Red
Wings manager; Chico
Fernandez, Red Wings
coach; and George Sisler,
president of the Interna-
tional Baseball League.
Within ten years, the Lyn-
don Road complex opened
with eight fields, a snack
bar, and a storage build-
ing.  It was the largest Lit-
tle League complex in the
state.

Local participation con-
tinued to grow with 78
teams and over 1,000 par-
ticipants in 1978 and 84
teams and 1300 players by
the late 1980s. To accom-
modate the growth, the
Lyndon Road complex
was renovated and ex-
panded to include eleven
fields, and three new fields
were constructed on High
Acres land in 1994-5. A
new concession stand was
opened in 2004 at the
Lyndon Road site.

Little League has grown
and changed since its in-
ception. In addition to
leagues in every state, by
1951 the league went in-
ternational with teams in
Canada and Panama and
is now represented in 80
nations around the world.
By the middle 1950’s the
Little League World Series
was being televised.  In
1974 the first Little League
girls’ teams were started,
and in the 1990 the Chal-
lenger Division was creat-
ed for those with physical
and mental disabilities.
Little League also spon-
sors softball teams.

Fairport Little League
celebrates its 60th year in
2011 by welcoming over
1400 players in baseball
and softball. The Chal-
lenger Division enters its
21st year with over 40
players. Fairport Little
League is also offering fall
ball for baseball players,
following the success of
girls’ softball last fall with
over 85 players.  

Little League depends
on dedicated volunteers
and sponsors.  Over the
years literally thousands of
parents and baseball fans
and local businesses have
made it possible for
youngsters between the
ages of 5 and 18 to partici-
pate in a game that is tra-
ditionally known as the
“National Pastime.” 
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INVESTIGATIONS
Theft
On Monday, May 2 a West
Elm Street resident re-
ported that two bikes were
stolen off her porch
overnight. The bikes were
locked.
On Saturday, May 7 an in-
dividual reported that a
wallet was stolen from an
unlocked parked car on
Garfield Avenue.

Window smashed

On Sunday, May 8 a West
Hickory Street resident re-
ported that her front door
window had been
smashed and a rock was
lying on the floor inside. It
occurred around 4:30 a.m.

ARRESTS
DWI
On Saturday, May 7 police
charged Timothy Oneil, 43,

of 76 Sterling St.,
Rochester with DWI,
speeding and felony DWI
for having a previous con-
viction within the last 10
years. He was pulled over
on West Commercial
Street.
Robbery, larceny
On Saturday, May 7 police
charged Tareece Danhzy-
Burton, 25, of 81 Herald
St., Rochester with sec-
ond-degree robbery and
third-degree larceny. While
on patrol police observed
the suspect removing a ski
mask while leaving Tim
Hortons on West Commer-
cial Street, which had just
been robbed. The suspect
fled on foot and police
shot him with a taser when
he reached into his pocket.
A BB gun was found on his
person, and Burton was
remanded to jail with no
bail.

EAST ROCHESTER 
POLICE CALLS

Monday, May 9
At that time the board of trustees
voted to delay approving the bid
amount to the village for the Park
Drive reconstruction project. It also
tabled the motion to allow Monroe
County to use space on its water
tower at the corner of Maple Avenue
and Garfield Street for its public
safety communications upgrade
project.
In a special meeting held on Thurs-
day, May 12 the board approved
awarding the bid to the Park Drive re-
construction plan and the use of the

water tower by the county.
The village was previously awarded a
$377,000 water quality improvement
(WQI) grant from the New York De-
partment of Environmental Conser-
vation that would go toward the
approximately $515,000 Park Drive
reconstruction project. The remain-
ing cost will come from the village's
approved budget. According to vil-
lage administrator Marty D'Ambrose,
residents will most likely be given a
project timeline by the end of the
month.
The board requested that the water
tower can be used under the condi-

tion that it remove the propane tank
and put ground equipment toward
the back of the compound rather
than interrupting the aesthetics in a
spot where many students take their
drivers' tests.
In other discussion, trustee Ed Par-
rone gave an update on the proposed
dog park project, and described an
existing park of this kind in Greece. A
dog park would allow dog owners to
bring their dogs to designated areas
for large and small dogs for an an-
nual permitting fee. The board has
yet to vote on whether to go forward
with this proposal.

EAST ROCHESTER TOWN/VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

A look back at Fairport Little League
JEAN
KEPLINGER

Jean Keplinger
is the Perinton
town historian.

IN BRIEF
ROCHESTER

Comptroller’s event
held at Lilac Festival

Representatives from
the office of New York
State Comptroller
Thomas P. DiNapoli will
be on hand at the Lilac
Festival to help atten-
dees find out if they are
owed some of the state’s
$10.5 billion in un-

claimed funds. It is one
of several events taking
place across the state in
May.

The event will be held
from 10:30 a.m. to 8:30
p.m. May 20 to 22 at the
festival, located at High-
land Park, 171 Reservoir
Ave., in Rochester.

New Yorkers may also
check for unclaimed
funds by calling toll free
(800) 221-9311 or visit-
ing www.osc.state.ny.us.
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