
CONNYLACROSSE 
16 JANUARY 2014 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors (BoD) met on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at Stratford-Sterling House in Stratford, 
Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Pat Corcoran called the meeting to order at 7:25 P.M. 

A. ATTENDANCE 
Program Name 
President Pat Corcoran 
VP-Competition Paul Farren 
VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood 
VP-Girls League Play Trish Weber 
AVP-Competition Pat Coleman 
AVP-Competition Andrew Barnard 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Bridgeport Rich Greenwood 
Danbury Rick Effinger 
 Rich Ples 
Darien Andrew Barnard 
Fairfield Buddy Zachery 
Greenwich Pat Coleman 
Guilford Paul Farren 
Litchfield Hills Adam Harrison 
New Fairfield Ralph Baldelli 
 

Program Name 
New Fairfield Ralph Baldelli 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
North Haven Paul Campanelli 
Norwalk Steve Orban 
Redding-Easton Leeland Grey 
 Willy Katts 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Simsbury Jeff Dempsey 
Stamford Mike O’Connor 
 Pete Hansen 
Stratford Pat Corcoran 
Trumbull Ted Chass 
Weston Josh Maclokowski 
Wilton Brian Colburn 
 Chris Skillin 
CONNY Girls Officials Randy Bayliss 
WCLOA Lewis Socci 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. November 19, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Approval of these minutes was moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously. 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Corcoran opened with a statement of the philosophy that will guide his tenure as CONNY 
President. He noted that lacrosse had given him much over a playing career that spanned, youth, high 
school, D1 college, and post college play. Gratitude for what the sport had given him instilled a 
commitment to give back. That, in turn, led him to found Stratford Youth Lacrosse in 2001 and involve 
himself in CONNY where he found like-minded people dedicated to the same mission and goal ... to 
provide the best possible lacrosse experience for the children entrusted to us. 

That led President Corcoran to alert members to a new in-season private enterprise "elite" travel team 
seeking to recruit CONNY players from their local community-based programs. The new outfit styles 
itself as Top Shott Spring Elite Travel Team for boys in grades 2 to 5, with a geographic focus on 
Greenwich and Rye. Such organizations do not share CONNY's mission and goals; they are in it 
primarily for the profit. Therefore, while CONNY does not prohibit members from scheduling such 
teams, President Corcoran urged schedulers to make sure when scheduling any non-CONNY games that 
their opponents are like-minded. That should exclude teams like Top Shott. 

3. Treasurer’s Report—In Treasurer Betty Kelley’s absence, there was no Treasurer’s Report. 

4. Secretary's Report—Mr. Couch brought two matters to the BoD: 

9th Grader Petitions from Madison and Doc's: Because each petition was suspended, but not 
withdrawn, due to local developments, Mr. Couch proposed that the BoD delegate to the Executive 
Committee authority to approve or deny the petitions if resubmitted and report back at the next Board or 
boys division meeting. This proposal was msc. 

Longmeadow Membership Application: Once it was determined that the BoD was favorably disposed 
to the Longmeadow petition, approval of their membership required a two step process. First, the BoD 
had to approve an exception to the CONNY Bylaws that state that " Membership in CONNY shall be 
open to any New York or Connecticut amateur, community based youth lacrosse organization ..." Such 
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an exemption was msc unanimously. Next, the BoD voted on Longmeadow's application, which also was 
msc unanimously. 

Mr. Couch had nothing else to report not covered elsewhere in these minutes. 

5. Competition Committee Report—VP-Competition Paul Farren reported that: 

Yale 2013 Costs and 2014 Negotiations: He has negotiated Yale's initial near $66,000.00 fee total for 
the 2013 event down to roughly $45,000.00 by finding anomalies and inconsistencies in their billing 
items. Of special note were extremely high costs for lining the fields, sometimes unnecessarily. The goal 
is to find further savings and eliminate unnecessary work to bring CONNY's 2014 costs at Yale in at 
around the same $45,000.00 level. Potential field lining savings may influence 2014 event scheduling. 

2014 Yale: The BoD voted for a schedule of events, but subsequent discovery shortly after the meeting 
that potential conflicts with other girls events the May31-June 1 weekend could be resolved permitted a 
schedule that eliminates the cost of lining the fields for both girls and boys the first weekend. The 
Executive Committee adopted the following schedule two days after the meeting, on January 18. 

Saturday,	  May	  31:	  U13	  Junior	  Girls	  
Sunday,	  June	  1:	  U15	  Senior	  Girls	  
	  	  
Saturday,	  June	  7:	  U15	  Senior	  Boys	  
Sunday,	  June	  8:	  U13	  Junior	  Boys	  
	  	  
Saturday,	  June	  14:	  U11	  Lightning	  Girls	  &	  Boys	  and	  weather	  spare	  day	  
Sunday,	  June	  15:	  CONNY	  East-‐West	  All	  Stars	  Classic	  and	  weather	  spare	  day	  

6. Training Committee Report—VP-Training Mike Whitney was absent, but sent word reminding 
members that we are hosting US Lacrosse Coaching Education Program Level 1 Boys and Girls Clinics 
at Cheshire Academy on March 15 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, and urged members to make sure as many 
of their coaches as possible attend. 

7. CONNY Girls—VP-Girls League Play Trish Weber again plead for more volunteers to help her with the 
girls division. She has a special need to fill the following positions: AVP-Competition/Girls 
Tournaments, AVP Girls League Play, and Girls Rules Committee Chair. Anybody willing to help in 
these capacities should contact Ms. Weber directly. 

8. Girls Officials/Officials Training—CONNY Girls Assignor Randy Baylis reported that he will be 
scheduling junior officials training over the late winter. 

9. CONNY Boys—VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood had nothing to report not covered elsewhere in 
these minutes. 

10. Boys Officials—Lewis Socci, WCLOA assignor, identified dates that programs should keep in mind 
when setting boys schedules:   

SAT/ACT Dates: On these Saturdays the high schools play later in the afternoon ... 2 or 3 pm.  
ACT	  dates:	  April	  12th	  and	  June	  14th	  	  
SAT	  dates:	  May	  3rd	  and	  June	  7th	  	  

WCLOA Blackout Dates 
Wednesday,	  May	  28th	  (WCLOA	  Business	  Meeting)	  
Tuesday,	  June	  3rd	  (CIAC	  Tournaments	  Meeting)	  may	  be	  canceled	  	  

11. Boys Rules Committee Report—Committee Chairman Jack Couch touched on two subjects: 

• First he called attention to 2014 RULE 1 SECTION 5 The Ball: 

The ball shall be white, yellow, orange, or lime green and meet NOCSAE lacrosse ball standard. 
White balls shall be used unless both coaches agree prior to or during the game to use a yellow, 
orange, or lime green ball.  
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Game balls shall be supplied by the home team. NOTE: Beginning in 2014, all game balls must 
include labeling which states: “Meets NOCSAE Standard”. 

What this means is that if the home team does not provide balls marked “Meets NOCSAE 
Standard,” and if such properly labeled balls are not available from the visiting team or another 
source, the game cannot be played. The home team suffers a 1-0 forfeit loss and its failure to have 
legal balls is reported to the CONNY Rules Committee. In this situation, the home team must still 
pay the officials, even though the game was not played. This is a safety issue. Reference: NFHS 
Rule 1-5 and Play Ruling. 

• Mr. Couch then reported that the 2014 CONNY Boys Rules Test is in development and will be 
posted to CONNYlacrosse.org on or around March 1. 

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
It is now possible to move our meetings back to our traditional venue in the Board Room of the Pitt Athletic 
Center at Sacred Heart University. The CONNY Girls and Boys Divisions will meet there separately on 
February 4 and 11 respectively, followed by their scheduling scrambles. The full CONNY Board will meet at 
SHU on Thursday, March 13; Monday, April 7; and Tuesday, May 13. 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary 


