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CONNYLACROSSE 
08 MARCH 2011 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors (BoD) met on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 in the Board Room of the Pitt Center at 
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Mac McDermott called 
the meeting to order at 7:46 P.M. 

A. ATTENDANCE
Program/Position Name 
President Mac McDermott 
VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood  
Treasurer Betty Kelley 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Betty Kelley 
Cheshire Marc Russo 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Drew Carothers 
Hamden Tom Geirin 
Monroe Trip Emerson 
New Fairfield Ralph Baldelli 

Program Name 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
 Peter Gatt 
Redding-Easton Peter Wasmer 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Stamford Peter Hansen 
Stratford Pat Corcoran 
West Haven Pat Reed 
Weston Josh Thornton 
Westport Steve Orban 
Watertown Peter Logue 
WCLOA Lewis Socci

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of February 8, 2011 Meeting 

Approval of these minutes as presented was moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously.  

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Mac McDermott covered three topics.  

• Bridgeport Hardship Dues Waiver Request: The Board approved waiving Bridgeport’s 
CONNY Dues for a second year to help support their service to a nontraditional population. 
Furthermore, the Board assigned VP-Boys League Play to assist Bridgeport as it builds to a 
sustainable organization that no longer requires a subsidy from CONNY. 

• Bridgeport 9th Grader Petition: The Board tabled this request pending resolution of the 
high school program issues in the Bridgeport schools. A decision will be take at the April 5 
meeting, and in the meantime, the boys can practice with Bridgeport Youth Lacrosse if they 
cannot play at the high schools. 

• Norwalk 9th Grader Petition: The family of a Norwalk boy who attends the K-8 
Windward School where he is called a “9th grader,” but is completing their 8th grade 
curriculum, to allow him to play with Norwalk Junior Lacrosse. He has not participated in 
the school’s athletic teams in the past because the school provides no transportation after 
sports from White Plains to Connecticut and the family cannot pick him up. After much 
discussion of the case, Pat Corcoran moved the following, which was seconded and passed: 

Based on the facts presented to the CONNY Board regarding the petitioning 
Norwalk player, the Board interprets the facts to indicate that the player is an 8th 
grader, and thus no waiver is necessary to permit him to play for Norwalk in the 
2011 season. 

• Easton Resident Petition to Play for Fairfield-Wakeman: Peter Wasmer of 
Reading/Easton and Drew Carothers of Fairfield-Wakeman moved a petition (attached) to 
allow an Easton resident boy to play for Fairfield-Wakeman, instead of his home Relax 
program. The motion was seconded. Discussion was extensive, and sometimes heated. Mr. 
Wasmer acknowledged that the Relax Board had granted the Pearce family request for the 
waiver, albeit reluctantly because of the potential precedent. The boy has been playing in 
the Wakeman house lacrosse program and now wants to try out for a travel team. As an 
Easton resident, he would need a CONNY Board waiver to CONNY Regulation II.5 that 
states, in part, that: “Players who live in a community that sponsors a CONNY team must 
play for the team where the player lives.” The boy attends Fairfield Country Day School. 
The most salient issue to the Board was the logistical challenge that it would be “difficult, if 
not impossible for us to make the 3-4 practices per week per child as required by RELAX 
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as FCDS is up to 30+ minutes from the Easton/Redding fields.” However, it emerged that 
in the fall, the Pearce boys manage to return to Easton to play soccer, which Wakeman 
doesn’t offer. Some members wondered if they had children from their towns playing in the 
Wakeman house program, who could surface and make similar petitions in the future. 
President McDermott called the Pearce petition to a vote. As this was a normal matter of 
business, a simple majority would carry the motion. The CONNY Board of Directors 
unanimously rejected the motion, and the waiver for the Pearce boy to play for Fairfield-
Wakeman was not granted. 

President McDermott had nothing else to report. 

3. Treasurer’s Report—Treasurer Betty Kelly reported that dues were beginning to come in and 
that CONNY is solvent. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Couch had nothing to report, not covered elsewhere in these 
minutes.   

5. Vendor Relations Committee Report—This committee had nothing new to report.  

6. Competition Committee Report—VP-Boys League Play Rich Greenwood reported on behalf 
of  Paul Farren that negotiations with Yale are progressing. Parking remains the biggest issue, 
partly due to construction around the Yale Bowl. CONNY scoflaws likely will require us to hire 
additional police to enforce parking rules, and we may need to provide buses from more remote 
lots. Due to changes in Yale facility management and union issues, our costs may increase, but 
otherwise we are on track for the three weekend schedule shown below: 

Saturday, June 4 Lightning Festival-Girls and U11 Boys 
Sunday, June 5 U13 Junior Boys Tournaments 
 
Saturday, June 11 Senior & Junior Girls Tournaments 
Sunday, June 12 U15 Senior Boys Tournaments 
 
Saturday, June 18 High School Super Juniors Games…boys and girls, CONNY co-hosts. 

Makeup day to complete preceding events curtailed by weather. 
Sunday, June 19 CONNY East-West All Star Classic…boys and girls this year. 

Makeup day to complete preceding events curtailed by weather.  

7. CONNY Girls Report—In VP-Girls League Play Lisa Hurst’s absence, there was nothing to 
report. 

8. Training Committee Report—VP-Training Steve Orban reported that there will be a free 
concussion training clinic on March 20 from 3:00 to 4:30 PM at the Saugutuck School in 
Westport. There were also upcoming CEP Level 1 and PCA II workshops … information and 
registration available on the CT Chapter website at www.ctlacrosse.org/. 

9. Boys Officials Committee Report—Mr. Couch reported that he had received all required 
incorporation and insurance documentation from WCLOA, but not from any other organization. 
Therefore, WCLOA will be the only organization allowed to use the CONNY website to assign 
boys officials in 2011. Non-WCLOA programs should follow past practice. 

Ralph Baldelli and Lew Socci of WCLOA then presented a proposal to assign officials for all of 
CONNY in 2012 and beyond. Due to the late hour, President McDermott curtailed discussion of 
the proposal and named a committee to work with WCLOA, and possibly other organizations, 
to assure universal assignment of officials via CONNYlacrosse.org. Co-chairmen of the 
committee will be Jim Book and Pat Coleman, with members to include Mr. McDermott, Mr. 
Couch, and representatives to be named from programs not currently served by WCLOA. 

10. Boys Rules Committee Report—Mr. Couch had nothing to report, except that he is striving to 
get the 2011 CONNY Boys Rules Test up and running.  

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
Tuesdays: April 5 and May 10. In addition, the Competition Committee will announce the venue and 
date for the pre-seeding meeting at the appropriate time. 
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D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary  
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ATTACHMENT: Pearce Relax/Fairfield-Wakeman Waiver Request: 
 

Dear Drew, Brian and Peter, 

I spoke with Brian Thompson last night and he suggested I should send a note to each of you re lacrosse 
and my 2 boys.  (Charlie, 5th grade DOB May 2000 and Zach, 3rd grade  DOB November 2001) As 
discussed with each of you, for a number of reasons I would like to get a waiver to allow them to continue 
to play at Wakeman and I welcome your suggestions and support. Thanks in advance for your help with 
this issue.  I had a very productive conversation with Peter, clearly he is doing a ton of great things with 
Relax, for my family, however, the challenge is one of logistics, as I will outline below. 

Some background: 

My boys, 3rd and 5th grade, attend Fairfield Country Day School (FCDS).  This will be our 4th year with 
Wakeman.  The boys love lacrosse and naturally would like to continue to play with their friends.  In 
addition, my wife works at FCDS and it is difficult, if not impossible for us to make the 3-4 practices per 
week per child as required by RELAX as FCDS is up to 30+ minutes from the Easton/Redding fields.   

By contrast, the Wakeman teams often practice at FCDS and only 2x per week.  As Peter indicated to me, 
failure to attend RELAX practices impacts playing time (understandably) and I fear I would be putting my 
boys is a position where they are pulled from their team with all their friends and put on a team where they 
are not able to make the practices and as a result lose the joy of the sport and on top of that, are not able to 
play in games.  That would be a terrible outcome for 9 and 10 year old boys!  

On a personal note, I have coached the following Wakeman teams: 

2011: (Pending) 3-4 house, 5th travel, 5th winter 
2010: 3-4 house, 4th grade travel, 2nd grade clinics, 4th grade winter 
2009: 3-4 House, 
2008: 2nd grade clinics 

While I of course understand and respect the thought process around playing for the town, there must be a 
precedent where boys can play where they go to school as opposed to driving 30-40 minutes away? 
Hopefully we are able to keep an eye on the goal of growing the sport and allowing children to have fun 
with their friends.  

Thanks and let me know if you need any additional information from me – I welcome your feedback and 
suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Gerry 


