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CONNYLACROSSE 
07 MAY 2009 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Thursday, May 7, 2009 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the meeting to 
order at 8:07 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Steve Makowski 
Brewster Ken DaRos 
Chappaqua Dave Baum 
Cheshire Tripp Wyckoff 
Danbury Tom Buckle 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Andrew Tremaglio 
Hamden Tom Geirin 
Harrison Bob Cipolla 
Litchfield Hills Jay Swan 
Madison Jeff Reynolds 
Monroe Trip Emerson

Program Name 
New Canaan Steve Kraus 
 Jenkins Marshall 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
North Haven Mark Butterworth 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
Pomperaug Marc Zaloumis 
Redding-Easton Paul Stauffer 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
Stratford Pat Corcoran 
Trumbull Mike Burke 
West Haven Pat Reed 
Westport Steve Orban 
Wilton David Koch 
Wolcott Mike Whitney 

 Vinny Thibeau 
WCLOA Steve Lesando  

 

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of March 10, 2009 Meeting 

Approval of these minutes as presented was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Russell reported on an attempt by the parents to have their son play for two CONNY 
programs (Hamden and Eli) during the same season. With the help of both programs’ 
leadership, the objections of the parents were overcome and no further action is needed. Mr. 
Russell also reported on several instances of untoward behavior by assistant coaches and vowed 
that they simply will not be tolerated. President Russell had nothing else to report that is not 
covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

3. Treasurer’s Report—Treasurer Betty Kelly being absent, there was no formal report. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch had two related items to address. First, a member 
proposed eliminating CONNY Regulation II. 8., which provides for 9th graders to play on 
CONNY teams in extraordinary circumstances. In light of a recent series of Board rejections of 
9th grader petitions, the member suggested that the provision was irrelevant and only raised 
hopes where there should be none. Second, partly in response to a US Lacrosse request for 
CONNY’s thoughts on adding a level of play for high school age players who do not make their 
high school teams or whose schools do not sponsor teams, some members asked CONNY to 
consider organizing a league for regional high school age club teams. As neither proposal would 
not apply to the 2009 season, both issues were tabled until the fall meetings. Mr. Couch had 
nothing else to report that is not covered elsewhere in the agenda. 

5. Competition Committee Reports— Rich Greenwood and Mac McDermott reported that the 
Yale negotiations and other plans are proceeding satisfactorily. We will have the Yale fields on 
both the weekend of June 13-14 and the following weekend, June 20-21. The CONNY 
Tournaments for U15 Senior and U13 Junior boys will be the first weekend, and the Lightning 
Festivals and CONNY East-West All Star Classic will be the second weekend, which will also 
provide rain dates for the all the events. Yale has already been consulted about relevant 
elements of the Commonwealth Lax agreement, and sees no serious issues. ComLax currently 
plans to keep its full, very extensive facility at Yale for both weekends. 

Members are reminded that all declarations of teams playing in the CONNY Tournaments and 
Lightning Festival must be sent to the VP-Communications, Secretary, and Treasurer by 
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Thursday, May 14. The declarations must include a cell phone contact for each team. At the 
same time, payment for Tournaments and Festival officials ($130.00 per declared team, checks 
made payable to CONNY Lacrosse) must be sent to the Treasurer: 

Betty Kelly 
42 Deerfield Lane 

Bethany, CT 06524 

Finally, actual team profiles and competitive tier estimates based on game experience to date 
must be sent to the Secretary to guide pre-seeding and bracket seeding (to laxdad@aol.com). 

2009 CONNY Tournaments: We will have ten or more fields at Yale, plus the fields at 
Hamden Hall again. The U15 Seniors event will be on Saturday and the U13 Juniors on Sunday, 
although some brackets will be moved to other days due to the anticipated number of 
participating teams.  

2009 CONNY Lightning Festival: The U11 Lightning Festival will be played at Yale on 
Saturday, June 20. As part of the Festival, CONNY will also host the Connecticut Boys Super 
Juniors Game, for high school juniors, at 3:00 PM in Reese Stadium. 

2009 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: The CONNY East-West All Star Classic will be 
Sunday, June 21 in Reese Stadium. As part of the Classic this year, CONNY will host an 
exhibition game between the Irish National Team and a CONNY Alumni team. This game will 
also be played in Reese, between the U13 Junior All Star Game and the U-15 Senior All Star 
Game. Sunday will also provide a rain date for the earlier events. Coaches needed: We need 
volunteer coaches for the four All Star teams. Those interested should contact All-Star organizer 
Steve Orban (steveorban@optonline.net).  

6. Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee—The Executive Committee, acting on 
behalf of the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee, reported its response to an 
incident in which five or six Madison parents were alleged to have consumed alcohol at a 
CONNY game (see Appendix I, attached), and asked the Board’s ratification of its action. 
Ratification was msc unanimously. For the record, the Madison leadership was extremely 
diligent in investigating and verifying the alleged behavior, and in implementing the penalties. 

The Board also voted unanimously to add the alcohol prohibition to the CONNY Code of 
Conduct. 

7. Rules Committee—Jack Couch discussed two issues that have come up frequently. 

There Is No CONNY Bantam “3-Pass Rule”—A three-pass before shooting provision is only 
one of a number of suggestions for how the coach of a team that is clearly stronger than an 
opponent can quietly “level the field” without demeaning to opposing team.   

CONNY Long Pole Rules—Some coaches continue to flaunt CONNY rules governing the 
number and length of long crosses. The table below recaps the rule: 

Age Level Short Crosses Long Crosses # of Long Crosses 

U9 Bantam 37” to 42”  None None 

U11 Lightning 37” to 42” 42” to 52” 3 

U13 Junior 40” to 42” 42” to 62” 4 

U15 Senior 40” to 42” 52” to 72” 4 

Coaches are reminded that, except at the Bantam level, violation of these rules is a 3-minute 
non-releasable penalty under NFHS Rule #5-4, and the illegal crosse is removed from the game. 
The committee anticipates that opposing coaches who looked the other way during the regular 
season are likely to protest illegally long crosses in the CONNY Tournaments. In the occasional 
case of games between teams from different age levels, the crosse rules for the younger team 
pertain.   

8. Officials Relations Committee— Steve Lesando of the WCLOA touched on a number of 
subjects that relate to programs that use their officials. He implored members to use the 
CONNYlacrosse.org website for communication, especially cancellations. As part of the 
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WCLOA’s player safety priority, he asked that inappropriate officiating be reported to the 
WCLOA. (CONNY insists that this done through the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training 
Committee incident reporting procedure, rather than directly to WCLOA.) Mr. Lesando also 
reminded members that officials must still be paid if a team fails to appear for a scheduled game 
(CONNY requires that the no-show team pay the officials). Finally, the WCLOA wants to 
participate in CONNY rules formulation, with special emphasis on the recommended number of 
officials for different age level games. 

C. FUTURE MEETINGS 
Thursday, May 28, (for the CONNY Tournaments pre-seeding meeting). 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:13 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch, Secretary 
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Appendix I 
Date: May 4, 2009 
 
To: Lynda Potter, President, Madison Youth Lacrosse  
  
From: Jack Couch, CONNY Secretary, on behalf of the CONNY Executive Committee 
  
Subject: Reported Alcohol Consumption by Madison Parents at CONNY Game  
  
As a Madison resident and former officer of Madison Youth Lacrosse, CONNY President Bob 
Russell has recused himself from this matter. 
  
BACKGROUND 
A third party observer originally reported that as he was "Walking from the parking lot I passed a 
car with 5-6 Madison dads 'tailgating'" before the Madison U15 White vs. RELAX Senior Black 
game on May 2. This activity continued during halftime. When alerted to the allegation, the 
Madison Youth Lacrosse leadership acted quickly to determine its validity. That investigation 
verified the allegation, and the identities of the fathers involved are being confirmed by MYL. 
  
After reports of similar behavior during the 2008 season, CONNY adopted a no-alcohol policy for 
the CONNY Tournaments and Lightning Festivals. At its March 10, 2009 meeting, the CONNY 
Board of Directors unanimously adopted the following addition to the Rules and Regulations of 
CONNY Lacrosse, extending the ban to all CONNY games. 

  
IV. ALCOHOL POLICY  

Adopted March 10, 2009. 
CONNY games are youth-focused events. As such, the possession or consumption of alcohol at any 
CONNY game is inappropriate and prohibited. This prohibition includes the fields, spectator areas, and 
parking areas. Individuals who violate this policy may be required to leave the game venue, and in 
flagrant cases, the team affiliated with them may be required to forfeit the game. 
 
Any such action must be reported to the CONNY Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee for 
further action. 

FINDINGS: 
The CONNY Executive Committee, acting on behalf of the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training 
Committee, determines that the behavior of the Madison fathers is a flagrant violation of CONNY 
Regulation IV. Alcohol Policy, and that their behavior represented a potential risk to their 
children during the hour-plus drive back to Madison after the game.  
  
ACTION: 
Therefore, the CONNY Executive Committee orders that: 

• Madison U15 White forfeit their win over RELAX Senior Black.  

• The involved fathers are banned from attending any CONNY regular season or 
Tournaments games for the remainder of the 2009 season.  

• Each of the involved fathers must issue separate written apologies to Madison Youth 
Lacrosse, the Madison U15 White team, and to the RELAX organization.  

The Madison Youth Lacrosse leadership is responsible for enforcing the ban and the apologies.  
  
If the apologies are duly delivered to all parties in a timely manner, and if none of the involved 
fathers attends a CONNY game over the next thirty (30) days, ending June 3, Madison Youth 
Lacrosse may petition the Executive Committee to reinstate the Madison U15 White win over 
RELAX Senior Black. 
  
This Executive Committee action will be presented to the CONNY Board of Directors for 
ratification at its May 7 meeting. 


