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CONNYLACROSSE 
03 APRIL 2008 MEETING of the CONNY BOARD of DIRECTORS  

The CONNY Board of Directors met on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Bob Russell called the meeting to 
order at 8:11 P.M. 

 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Bob Russell 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood  
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Brewster Mike Biondi 
Bronxville Jim Lilly 
Brookfield Michael Collins 
  Kevin Madden  
Cheshire Rich Heritage 
Danbury Phil Roberts 
Darien Jim Book 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood 
Madison Paul Alberti 
New Canaan Jenkins Marshall 
 Steve Kraus 
 Wayne Meicham 
 
 

Program Name 
New Fairfield Rick Bouwman 
North Haven Mark Butterworth 
Norwalk Chris Plumb 
Pomperaug Marc Zaloumis 
Redding-Easton Paul Stauffer 
Shelton Bob Clarke 
 Tony Branca 
Stratford ? Weissauer 
 Pete Basham 
 Glen Sciato 
Trumbull Paul Watson 
WCLOA Steve Lesando 
Westin Jim Smith 
Westport Steve Orban 
 Dave Tetenbaum 
Wilton Rob Campbell

B. MINUTES  
1. Minutes of March 4, 2008 Meeting 

Approval of the minutes of the March 4, 2008 Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was 
moved, seconded, and carried (msc) unanimously. 

2. President’s and Executive Committee Report 
President Russell dealt with two subjects in his report.  

U-19 National Team 
First, he introduced a motion to support of the US U-19 Men’s National Team CONNY by formally 
requesting that the Connecticut Lacrosse Foundation (the Connecticut Chapter of US Lacrosse) 
return $1.00 from the 2008 membership fee of each CONNY player, coach, and administrator to US 
Lacrosse in Baltimore. These funds could be used only to support the U-19 team. By way of 
background, there are three U-19 participants from Connecticut: C.J. Costabile (Defenseman – New 
Fairfield), George Baldassare (Assistant General Manager – Madison), and Dr. Brian McGovern 
(Physician – Wilton). US Lacrosse headquarters confirms the following procedure for this request. 
First, CONNY will determine exactly how many members they have that are currently active and 
submit that list to Erin Sturges at US Lacrosse HQ, and to the Chapter leadership in support of the 
application request (the request must be made formally to the Connecticut Chapter as a Chapter 
check must be cut and sent to US Lacrosse). The request needs to be acted upon quickly as the team 
needs funding immediately for their trip to Vancouver, BC in July to defends their U-19 World 
Championship. The motion was amended from the floor as follows to limit the contribution to 
$5,000.00.  

CONNY formally request that, in support of the US U-19 Men’s National Team, the 
Connecticut Lacrosse Foundation (the Connecticut Chapter of US Lacrosse) return $1.00 
from the 2008 membership fee of each CONNY player, coach, and administrator, up to a 
total of $5,000.00, to US Lacrosse in Baltimore. These funds can be used only to support 
the U-19 Men’s National Team. 

The Board moved, seconded, and carried this proposal by an 18-2 vote.  

Nutmeg State Games 
The Board heard about plans for the boys lacrosse participation in 2008 Nutmeg State Games to be 
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held in Danbury from July 26 through August 3, 2008. Several members described their very 
positive experiences with previous Nutmeg State Games and urged members to support the 
formation of teams from their communities.   

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported that he has begun to receive 2008 dues 
from members. He reminded members that dues were due April 1, 2008, and that any games played 
before dues are paid will not count for CONNY Tournaments and All-Star qualification. 

CONNY Dues: The 2008 CONNY dues for each member program will be as follows: 

$275.00 Covers the first two teams a member program enters 
in CONNY play (not counting Bantams). 

$100.00 Fee for each additional Lightning, Junior, and Senior 
team entered in CONNY play (no fee is charged for 
Bantam teams). 

Some members paid their dues at the meeting. Others should send their dues directly to the Treasurer 
at: 

Rob Campbell, CONNY Treasurer 
41 Black Alder Lane 
Wilton, CT 06897 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch had four items for Board consideration or action. 

2008 Schedule of Events: Secretary Jack Couch presented the latest update to the 2008 season 
schedule of CONNY events. Steve Orban of Westport confirmed that the 15th Annual CONNY East-
West All-Star Classic will be on Saturday, June 21. The revised event schedule is attached 

Old Lyme 9th Grader Petition: Old Lyme/CT River Ticks had submitted a written petition to allow 
Noah Sparkman, a Senior-age-eligible home schooled boy who technically might be considered to 
be a 9th grader, to participate in CONNY play. However, for the second meeting in a row, the Ticks 
had no representative at the meeting to answer members’ questions. Without taking a position on the 
merits of the petition, the Board decided not to allow the boy to play in games until the Ticks are 
represented. 

Shelton Old-In-Grade Reconsideration: At its November 29, 2007 meeting, Shelton had 
petitioned the Board to allow Connor O’Brien to participate in CONNY Senior play as a legitimate 
8th grader who was born before the January 1, 1993 cut-off date. The O’Brien boy met the criteria 
adopted for such exceptions, and the petition was passed with one nay vote. Subsequently, some 
members questioned the boy’s eligibility, but after further explanation from Bob Clarke and Tony 
Branca of Shelton, the Board sustained its previous decision. 

Stratford U-13 to U-11 Play Down Petition: Stratford petitioned the Board to allow an under-sized 
5th grader with a December 12, 1996 birthday to play down to the U-11 Lightning level. While the 
Board had decided in November not to allow play-down exceptions to the four age-based divisions, 
there was extensive discussion of this petition and such exceptions. When CONNY had only three, 
grade-based, competitive divisions, there was adamant opposition to allowing even extremely 
young-in-grade boys to play down. Now, with four age-based divisions, there should be fewer and 
less severe disparities, but the number of members inquiring about exceptions has increased. The 
only way such exceptions could work, someone pointed out, would be for CONNY to establish 
minimum height and weight standards for each age division, above which no player could play 
down. When Shelton introduced as precedent CONNY’s exceptions allowing age-eligible 9th graders 
and old-in-grade 8th graders to participate in CONNY Senior play, it was pointed out that those 
exceptions are available only to boys who have no place else to play, which is not the case for play-
downs to levels below the Seniors, such as this U-13 to U-11 petition. After extended discussion, the 
Board voted 19-0, with one abstention, to deny Stratford’s petition. 
   

5. Competition Committee Reports 
2008 CONNY Tournaments—June 14 & 15, 2008: The Tournaments Subcommittee reported that 
we should have ten fields at Yale, but no fields in 2008 at the Hopkins School. However, we will be 
able to use four exquisitely maintained fields at Hamden Hall. In the event of a rainout of part or all 
of either day, there will be no rain-dates. 
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In a related topic, Ron Barndollar of the northern officials and Ralph Baldelli of the WCLOA both 
have written to the Connecticut Chapter of US Lacrosse (AKA, the Connecticut Lacrosse 
Foundation) in support of CONNY’s request for $5,000 to subsidize the cost of officials for the 
CONNY Tournaments. 

6. 2008 CONNY Lightning Festivals: Because no one member program has enough fields to host the 
50-60 CONNY Lightning teams, CONNY will sponsor two festivals: CONNY Lightning Festival—
East on Saturday, June 14 in Newtown, and CONNY Lightning Festival—West on Sunday, June 15 
in Norwalk. These events will utilize a festival format, with each team playing several 20-minute 
running time half games, rather than the two-game multiple tournaments format used at Yale. In the 
event of a rainout of part or all of either day, there will be no rain-dates. 

7. 2008 CONNY East-West All-Star Classic: Westport will host the 15th Annual CONNY East-West 
All-Star Classic on Saturday, June. The event will include Senior and Junior All-Star Games, and, 
hopefully, a resuscitated CONNY Old Timers Game for coaches, administrators, and parents … 
followed by a cookout or other social event. In the event of a rainout, there will be no rain-date. 

8. League Play Committee Report 
VP-League Play Rich Greenwood reported that web scheduling on CONNYlacrosse.org should be 
complete, except for the inevitable weather-caused adjustments. Members must provide at least one 
contact name for each team on CONNYlacrosse.org. 

The committee also reminded members that games between teams in different age divisions are 
regarded as scrimmages, and will not count for CONNY Tournaments and All-Star qualification 
and will not be considered for Tournaments/Festival seeding. 

9. Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee 
President Russell reminded the Board that every CONNY member program is required to name a 
Training Compliance Supervisor who is responsible for verifying the training status of all the 
program’s coaches and reporting to the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee. Each 
member should prepare a spreadsheet listing all their coaches and their coaches and rules training 
status. The basic requirement is that every coach on the sidelines during a CONNY game must (1) 
complete approved training, with emphasis on coaching behavior, within the last two years, and (2)  
pass the CONNY Online Rules Test each year (separate tests in 2008 for Bantam-only coaches and 
all other coaches). A new coach must pass the Rules Test before coaching in a game his first year 
and every year thereafter, but he has until his second year coaching to complete required coaching 
training. Thereafter, he must take some type of approved coaching training at least every two years, 
either in person or online. Approved courses for 2008 are:  

Ø The US Lacrosse Coaches Education Program Level 1 or Level 2 Courses, online or at 
an instructional clinic, including the clinic on February 10, 2008 at Cheshire Academy. 

Ø The PCA Double-Goal Coach Course, online or at a workshop, including the workshop 
that replaced the February 5 CONNY meeting at Sacred Heart University. 

Ø CONNY Coaching Clinic: January 26, 2008, in Weston. 

Ø CONNY-approved coaching clinics across the region. 

Ø Other courses or qualifications (e.g., CIAC or comparable NY certification) approved by 
the Sportsmanship, Safety, and Training Committee on a case-by-case basis, normally after 
reviewing the course syllabus and materials. 

 
 
 

2009 CONNY Coaching Clinic: President Russell described preliminary plans for the 2009 clinic. 
The tentative date is Saturday, January 24, at a venue to be determined. Fairfield U., Yale, Weston 
H.S., and New Canaan H.S. are all possibilities. By consensus, the time allowed for the Scheduling 
Scramble was too short at Weston last January, so it will be extended to two hours next winter. 
Probable clinicians include the return of John Tillman and his staff from Harvard, Joe Alberici from 
Army, Andy Shay from Yale, Jeff Tambroni from Cornell, and several MLL standouts. 
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10. Rules Committee 
Members are reminded that goalies must wear arm/elbow pads at all levels of CONNY play.  

11. New Business 
WCLOA—Assigning Officials & Game Management: Steve Lesando introduced himself as the 
new assigner of officials for those member programs that fall within the WCLOA territory. He will 
continue the practices established by Mike Trosan for assigning officials on CONNYlacrosse.org. 
Steve reminded members that he assign officials only to games that have been confirmed by both 
teams on CONNYlacrosse.org. The assigner’s fee for 2008 is $65.00 per program, plus $65.00 for 
each team for which he provides officials. The official’s fee will be $65.00 per official at all levels 
(10-minute stop time quarters for U-15 Seniors and U-13 Juniors, and 15-minute running time 
quarters for U-11 Lightnings). Officials must be paid prior to the face-off.  

As to CONNY game management, he said that player safety is the officials’ top priority (spectators 
too … nobody on end lines), followed closely by sportsmanship. He said that officials are instructed 
to report to him any incidents of misconduct by players, coaches, parents, or other officials, and he 
asked that the coaches do the same to the appropriate CONNY committee. He suggested that all 
coaches make it a point to meet with the official before the opening face-off. He also asked that 
CONNY schedule no games to start after noon on Saturdays to avoid conflicts with high school 
games. 

Lacrosse for Autism: The Fairfield U. vs. Yale game on April 12 at Fairfield is being played as a 
benefit to promote research into autism. Members are urged to support this worthy cause by 
publicizing it to their players and parents. 

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 8:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Pitt 
Center, at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. After that, the Pitt Center Board Room is 
reserved for Thursday, May 22, for a CONNY Board meeting, if needed, and/or the CONNY Tournaments 
pre-seeding meeting.  

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jack Couch, Secretary
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2008 CONNY Schedule of Events 
January 15 CONNY Board of Directors Meeting 

January 26 CONNY Scheduling Scramble and Coaches Clinic 
February 5 CONNY PCA Double Goal Coach Workshop 

March 4 CONNY Board of Directors Meeting 
April 1 Start of Regular Season – games played before this date will not count. 

Schedules, Dues, Rosters due.  
Schedules – must be posted on CONNYlacrosse.org;  
Dues – go to Treasurer Rob Campbell;  
Rosters – (including at least name, address, date-of-birth, grade, and 
USLacrosse membership #) go to Secretary Jack Couch. 
Games played before submission of any of these items WILL NOT count 
for Tournaments seeding or All-Star allocation. 

April 3 CONNY Board of Directors Meeting 

May 6 CONNY Board of Directors Meeting 
Last day to declare teams entered in CONNY Tournaments 

May TBD CONNY Tournaments pre-seeding meeting (SHU available May 22) 
June 1 Cochran Classic Bantam Festival in New Canaan 

June 8 Last day of Regular Season Competition 
June 9 CONNY Tournaments Seeding Night 

Teams will receive their tournament schedules on or before June 12. 
June 14-15 CONNY Senior and Junior Tournaments 

Yale University and Hamden Hall School 
June 14-15 CONNY Lightning Festivals – one Saturday, the other Sunday 

CONNY East – Madison (tentative) 
CONNY West – Norwalk (tentative) 

June 21 15th Annual CONNY East-West All-Star Classic 
Westport, CT 
Junior All-Star Game 
Senior All-Star Game 
CONNY Old Timers Game (coaches and parents) 

 


