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CONNYLACROSSE 
May 11, 2005 BOARD of DIRECTORS FALL MEETING 

The CONNY Board of Directors met on May 11, 2005 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred Heart 
University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Rich Heritage called the meeting to 
order at 8:12 P.M. 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Rich Heritage 
VP-League Play Carl Gendron  
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Jane Zoufaly 
Branford John Hughes 
Brookfield Christina Trudeau 
Cheshire Carl Gendron 
Darien Jim Book 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood 

Program Name 
Guilford Paul Farren 
John Jay Chris Maxim 
Norwalk Chris Plumb 
Redding/Easton Paul Stauffer 
Ridgefield Tom Galione 
Stratford Pat Corcoran 
Trumbull Ron Cristiano 
Weston Tim Ledwich 
Westport Don Kubie 
Wilton Rob Campbell 
Visitor: Patrick Fisher, Nutmeg State Games 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. March 24, 2005 Minutes—Approval of the minutes of the March 24, 2005 Meeting of the CONNY 

Board of Directors as distributed was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). 

2. President’s Report 
Information Submission to CONNYlacrosse.org – Compliance: President Rich Heritage 
reminded the members that, as he announced at the March 24 meeting, CONNYlacrosse.org is now 
CONNY’s primary avenue of communication with its members. That is where members should 
typically go for the latest information on CONNY meetings and events. Secretary Jack Couch will 
email meeting notices and appropriate materials only to the officers and the designated 
representative of each member program, plus any designated alternates.  
 
To facilitate this change, President Heritage had asked that every member program to make certain 
that all requested contact information on CONNYlacrosse.com was current and complete by April 
15, 2005. He reported that many members still had failed to comply with his request and again asked 
for compliance. 
 
Nutmeg State Games: Pat Fisher from the Nutmeg State Games explained how lacrosse would 
participate in the Nutmeg State Games this year. Lacrosse competition will take place on August 1-7 
on the turf fields at Fairfield Univ., Ludlowe HS, and Wakeman Boys & Girls Club. There will be 
four age groups: Youth (grades 4, 5, 6), Junior (grades 7 & 8), Intermediate (grades 9 & 10) and 
Scholastic (grades 11 & 12). Youth and Junior divisions will use CONNY Rules of Play. Mr. Fisher 
urged CONNY members to organize teams and support the games. The fee per team (maximum 
roster 20) is $525.00 for teams registered by July 1, 2005 (thereafter $575.00 until the final 
registration deadline of July 18, 2005). He also left multiple copies of the information and 
registration booklet. 
 
Programs Moving Players Between Teams Within an Age Group: CONNY does not prohibit 
moving players between teams within an age group. Indeed, in the roster information it requires 
from member programs, CONNY does not ask programs to identify which team within an age group 
a player is assigned to. There are several practical reasons for this, plus the philosophical notion that 
programs may want to move players between teams during the season based on their developing 
skills and/or level of commitment. However, CONNY has received several complaints about what 
might have been “strategic” movement of players down from “A” or “B” teams to supposedly lower 
level teams apparently to change the trajectory of specific games. There was extensive discussion 
with many anecdotes both current and historical. Philosophically, the sense of the meeting was that 
moving more skilled players down to a lower level team in order to secure a win … and in the 
process denying players on that team of playing time … is well outside the ideals and ethics of 
CONNY competition. However, if, as often happens, the only way the lower level squad can field 
enough players for a game is to “borrow” them from a higher level team, then the practice is 
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encouraged. Members described many strategies to ensure that the “borrowed” players don’t unduly 
influence play (e.g., requiring that they play out of position, etc.). Discussion of whether procedures 
to govern such transfers should be required – or whether they should be prohibited outright – was 
tabled until the 2006 CONNY Rules of Play and Regulations are considered. 

3. Treasurer's Report—To be posted on CONNYlacrosse.org. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch announced that five member programs that intend to 
enter teams in the CONNY Tournaments had not submitted rosters: Brookfield, Danbury, Hamden, 
Madison, and Yorktown. The meeting discussed whether any or all of these teams should be denied 
entry into the Tournaments. The sense of the meeting was that if the fields at Hopkins School had 
not been secured, the teams would have been excluded. However, we do have the fields and if 
rosters are received in a timely manner, the teams will be included (rosters subsequently received: 
Brookfield 13 May, Hamden 21 May, Madison 12 May, Yorktown 07 June; Danbury never did 
submit rosters). Rosters must include, at minimum, the players’ name, date-of-birth, grade, home 
address, and USLacrosse Membership number. 
 
Mr. Couch also reported that Greenwich and Darien had amicably resolved some player eligibility 
questions. The two programs agreed, and the CONNY Exec. Committee concurred, that several 
players be permitted to play for the program in the town in which they went to school rather than in 
the town where they reside.  

5. League Play Committee – Carl Gendron.  
Mr. Gendron confirmed that the pre-seeding meeting will be held on June 4 to allocate teams into 
rough groupings for seeding at the June 6 CONNY Seeding Night.  
 
He also reminded members that they are required to report scores on CONNYlacrosse.org in a 
timely manner. This becomes even more important as the seeding meeting approaches. He also 
urgently asked that members NOT post Bantam scores, which shouldn’t be kept anyway under the 
CONNY Bantam Rules of Play.  

6. Competition Committee 
2005 CONNY Tournaments: Paul Farren reported that CONNY will have sufficient fields at Yale 
and the nearby Hopkins School to accommodate the Tournaments.  
 
The meeting confirmed the recommendation of the Competition Committee and the April 20 
meeting (which did not achieve quorum) that the 2005 CONNY Tournaments will be a one day, two 
game event at each age level rather than the traditional two day event for both levels. All Senior 
games will be played on Saturday, June 11 and all Junior and Super Seven games will be played on 
Sunday June 12.  
 
2005 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: Pomperaug reported that plans for June 19 festival at 
Pomperaug HS were well in hand. 
 
Connecticut Chapter Select Teams: The 2005 U-15 USLacrosse National Youth Festival will be 
held June 24-26 at the University of Massachusetts and the U-13 Festival will be held June 17-19 in 
Binghamton, NY. The CT Chapter select team tryouts will be held May 24, 25, and 26 (spare day). 
The Board agreed to purchase twenty-two (22) uniforms per team.  

7. CONNY Safety & Conduct Committee 
Coaches & Rules Training: President Heritage reported on coaching and rules training conducted 
so far and directed members to CONNYlacrosse.org for information on future training sessions. 
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8. SCLOA 
Mike Trosan asked the following: 
Make sure that any schedule changes are posted on CONNYlacrosse.org as well as any local 
program website. If this is not done, and consequently an official shows up for a cancelled game, 
the official must be paid. 
 
When a game is canceled or changed, the home team must notify BOTH the assigned official 
and Mr. Trosan. This sounds like common sense, but many programs seem to assume the word will 
get out by telepathy. Again, if official shows up for a cancelled game because this simple courtesy is 
not extended, the official must be paid. 
 
Members should attempt to schedule late season make-up and add-on games midweek when 
competition for officials from high school games is less. Mr. Trosan also urged CONNY members 
to schedule Saturday games in the morning to avoid conflict with high school games in the 
afternoon. (Normally, late afternoon/early evening Saturday is also available, except on SAT 
Saturdays.) 

9. Program Liability If Officials Absent 
Current CONNY rules allow playing the game if both teams agree and abide by the procedure laid 
out in the CONNY Rules of Play. Before the 2006 CONNY Rules of Play are settled, the 
USLacrosse insurance carrier will be consulted to determine what liability, if any, the teams and 
CONNY assume if such games are played without patched officials. 

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors will be held in the fall, probably late October. 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 P.M. 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted,  
Jack Couch 


