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CONNYLACROSSE 
December 15, 2004 BOARD of DIRECTORS FALL MEETING 

The CONNY Board of Directors met on December 15, 2004 in the Boardroom of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, President Rich Heritage called the meeting 
to order at 7:40 P.M. 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
President Rich Heritage 
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Jane Zoufaly 
Cheshire Carl Gendron 
Danbury Eileen Mitchell 
Darien Jim Book 
Eli Fred Groen 
Eastchester Rick Trizano 
Fairfield-Wakeman Rich Greenwood  

Program Name 
Greenwich Eugene Miller 
 Bryan Tunney 
Guilford Paul Farren 
John Jay Dave Stewart 
New Canaan Walt DeTour 
Norwalk Jack Couch 
Pomperaug Thad Burr 
Ridgefield Bob Chapman 
Stratford Patrick Corcoran 
Wilton Rob Campbell 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. November 18, 2004 Fall Meeting Minutes—The minutes of the Fall Meeting of the CONNY 

Board of Directors held on November 18, 2004 were presented for approval. Jim Book of Darien 
asked that they be modified so that the last sentence of paragraph 5, item 6 reads “CONNY strongly 
urges attendance at the symposium for all Bantam coaches.”  Approval of the minutes as corrected 
was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). (changed language in italics) 

2. President's Report—President Rich Heritage had nothing to report not covered elsewhere in these 
minutes. 

3. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported that there had been no activity since the 
November 18, 2004 meeting. 
 
He reminded members that dues for 2005 are $275.00 per program (entitles the member to enter two 
teams in CONNY play), and $75.00 for each additional Junior or Senior team entered in CONNY 
play (there is no fee for Bantam teams). Send dues to Treasurer Rob Campbell by the April 1 official 
start of CONNY play. In any case, dues must be paid before games count in CONNY standings. 

4. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch had nothing to report not covered elsewhere in these 
minutes. 

5. League Play Committee – Carl Gendron 
Scheduling: The meeting confirmed that members may not schedule games before the January 12, 
2005 Board meeting. A preliminary scheduling scramble will be held after that meeting. Each 
member is urged to identify one person in their program who is familiar with the relative strengths of 
all their teams and will be responsible for scheduling. In addition, schedulers must clearly identify 
the nature of their teams at scheduling (i.e., all 7th graders, mixed Senior, etc.). 

Tournaments Seeding: The Board voted to require members to declare exactly which teams they 
will enter in the CONNY tournaments by June 1, 2005. A program that withdraws a team after that 
date will face penalties. 

6. Competition Committee – John Hughes 
2005 CONNY Tournaments: Paul Farren reported that Yale will make additional fields available. 
Thus, in conjunction with fields at the adjacent Hopkins School, we should be able to accommodate 
anticipated growth in this event.  

The Board also voted to hold the CONNY Tournaments on June 11-12, with June 18-19 as a rain 
date (the Eli Jamboree will be on June 4-5). Because this schedule allows an extra week of CONNY 
regular season play, the Board decided to accept the risk that if we must use the rain date, our event 
will conflict with the USLacrosse National U-13 Youth Festival. In the event this conflict occurs, the 
Board voted to require that players chosen for the Connecticut Chapter U-13 Select Team play with 
that team in the national festival instead of with their hometown team at the CONNY Tournaments. 
This departs from our otherwise controlling policy of requiring players to meet their obligations to 
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their home programs in cases of conflict with Select Team activities until after the CONNY 
Tournaments. The reason for this decision is that last minute withdrawal of the Connecticut U-13 
team from the national festival would hurt teams from across the country and probably foreclose 
future invitations.  

2005 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: No decision yet on where this event will be held in 
2005. 

Connecticut Chapter Select Teams: The 2005 U-13 and U-15 USLacrosse National Youth 
Festivals will be held at different locations and on different weekends (June 17-19 for U-13 and June 
24-26 for U-15). Connecticut expects an invitation to enter one U-13 team and one U-15 team in 
2005. CT Chapter team tryouts and selection will occur much earlier than in recent years to facilitate 
paperwork, but formal practices will not interfere with any player’s responsibility to his home 
program. One proposal is to hold tryouts on Mothers Day, May 8, and the following Monday, May 
9. The Board will consider any other proposals and settle on firm dates at the January meeting. Thus, 
we will know tryout dates and times before CONNY League Play game scheduling begins after the 
meeting. Teams with select team prospects on their rosters will not schedule games that conflict with 
the tryouts. 

7. CONNY Safety & Conduct Committee 
Coaches & Rules Training: In December 2003 the Board voted to require that within two seasons 
every team at every game have at least one coach on the sideline who had completed CONNY 
coaching and rules training. Coaches must retrain at least every two years. Thus, in 2005 every 
CONNY team should have at least one CONNY-trained coach on the sideline at every game. That 
means we will need to make sure there are sufficient training opportunities … one option being 
investigated is for CONNY to “train the trainers” who can go back to their home programs and train 
the rest of the coaches. For coaching training, CONNY accepts the programs endorsed by 
USLacrosse: ACEP and Double Goal Coaching from the Positive Coaching Alliance. CONNY must 
also settle on an enforcement regimen and penalties for non-compliance in 2005. Training schedules 
will be addressed at the January meeting. 

8. Age vs. Grade Divisions in CONNY Play 
CONNY is one of the few youth programs in any sport across the country that still organizes teams 
primarily by grade rather than by age. Bob Garry and others on the CONNY Safety & Conduct 
Committee are concerned about safety implications of this policy. Discussion was tabled to a future 
meeting.  

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors will be held on January 12, 2005 at 7:00 P.M. at 
Sacred Heart University.  A scheduling scramble will follow the meeting.  Members may not schedule 
games before this meeting. 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 P.M.  

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted,  
11 JAN 05 

Jack Couch 
 


