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CONNYLACROSSE 
December 17, 2003 BOARD of DIRECTORS FALL MEETING 

The Fall Meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors was held on December 17, 2003 in the Board Room of the Pitt Center, at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. A quorum being present, and in President Bob Russell’s absence, Secretary Jack Couch 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. ATTENDANCE

Program/Position Name 
Vice President – Competition Lang Clarke 
Vice President – League Play Rich Heritage 
Treasurer Rob Campbell 
Secretary Jack Couch 
Amity Steve Makowski 
Bedford Paul Sturz 
 George Johnson 
Branford John Hughes 
Chappaqua Phil Green 
Cheshire Pat Thibadeau 
 Carl Gendron 
Darien Chuck Leitner 
Eli Fred Groen 
Fairfield-Wakeman Glen Colello 
 Rich Greenwood 
Greenwich Bryan Tunney 
Guilford Paul Farren 
John Jay/Lewisboro Dave Stewart 

 Barry Bocklet 
Larchmont-Mamaroneck Rich Ferguson 

Program Name 
Madison Tom Davidson 
New Milford Mac McDermott 
Newtown Jack Read 
Norwalk Lee Blair 
Old Lyme—CT River Lacrosse Club Jeff Flower 

 Howard Fish 
Redding-Easton John Distler 

 Cori Distler 
Ridgefield Paul Orem 
Stratford Patrick Corcoran 
Trumbull Ron Cristiano 
Weston Paul Scheufele 
Westport Don Kubie 
Wilton Dave Nightingale 
Guests 
Milford Michael Jacobsen 

 Terry Tiernan 
 Brian Adkins 

LeagueAthletics.com Don Malin 
 

B. MINUTES  
1. President's Report—In President Bob Russell’s absence, there was no President’s Report. 

2. Treasurer's Report—Treasurer Rob Campbell reported that CONNY’s bank balance was $14,690.38 on December 17, 2003. 
This compared to a balance of $11,130.69 on January 1, 2003. Thirty-three programs paid dues in 2002. Attached is a copy of 
the Treasurer’s Report. The report was moved, seconded, and carried (msc). 
 
The Board voted unanimously to keep dues for 2004 unchanged at $250.00 for the first two teams a member program enters in 
CONNY play and $50.00 for each additional team. Bantam teams do not count toward this total. Members are reminded that 
dues must be paid before games can count for CONNY Tournament seeding and All-Star allocation. Dues should be sent to 
Treasurer Rob Campbell. 

3. Secretary's Report—Secretary Jack Couch reported that he had a letter from Eastchester, NY asking to join CONNY. 
Eastchester’s membership was msc unanimously. 
 
Mr. Couch also reported that Milford is working to have a program playing in 2004. Michael Jacobsen, Terry Tiernan, Brian 
Adkins from Milford described what they are doing. They will decide by the January meeting if they will apply for 
membership in 2004. 
 
Mr. Couch also asked the Board to authorize the purchase of Directors and Officers insurance in behalf of the Board. That 
purchase was msc. 

4. Executive Committee Report—Jack Couch reported that on October 24, 2003, the Executive Committee voted to pay 
LeagueAthletics.com $1,200 to create and host the new CONNY website (see below). The annual cost for hosting the site is 
$475. The Exec. Comm. took this action, as provided under the Bylaws, because action on the website could not wait until the 
CONNY meeting. The Board voted unanimously to ratify the decision. The website address is www.CONNYlacrosse.org. 

5. Website Schedule and Score Reporting—Don Malin from LeagueAthletics.com gave a brief presentation of the capabilities 
of CONNYlacrosse.org. Then Paul Scheuefele and Rich Heritage described how CONNY member programs will post game 
schedules and report scores via the website. All games must be posted and scores must be reported via the website to qualify 
for the CONNY Tournaments. Each member program must assign a Website Delegate and Back-up Website Delegate who 
will be trained in how to operate all the functions of the site. Please email the name of the Delegate and Back-Up Delegate to 
pscheufe@optonline.net by Jan 17 so training can be scheduled. 



CONNYLACROSSE December 17, 2003 Fall Meeting of the Board of Directors – Minutes 
 

 2 

6. Nominating Committee—Past President Pat Thibadeau and his committee had previously submitted the following slate of 
officers for 2004:  

Proposed Slate of 2004 CONNY Officers 
President Rich Heritage Cheshire 
VP – Competition Lang Clarke Darien 
AVP – Competition/Tournaments Ken Gilstein Gilford 
AVP – Competition/All-Stars & Selects John Hughes Branford 
VP – League Play Pat Thibadeau Cheshire 
Treasurer Rob Campbell Wilton 
Secretary Jack Couch Norwalk 

The slate was msc unanimously. Additional officers will be added as necessary. 

7. Competition Committee – Lang Clarke 
2003 CONNY Tournaments: Mr. Clarke reported that the tournaments in 2003 were among the best yet. They certainly were 
the largest with 129 teams seeded.  

2004 CONNY Tournaments: Mr. Clarke has reserved the Yale fields on June 12-13 for the 2004 CONNY Tournaments, 
with June 19-20 requested as rain dates. To accommodate expected further growth, we are also seeking more fields at Yale to 
replace or augment the fields we have used at Orange Middle School. We are also exploring the possibility of splitting the 
Juniors and Seniors into two events at separate locations or on different weekends.  

2003 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: Branford Youth Lacrosse hosted the 2003 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival 
at Branford High School. Branford HS’s artificial turf field removed any anxiety about the threatening skies that accompanied 
the cold, blustery day – so typical of the 2003 season. 

2004 CONNY East-West All-Star Festival: Branford has again offered the all weather facility at Branford HS, but we are 
still willing to accept additional proposals. The festival will be either June 20 or 27. A decision will be made at the January 
meeting. 

Connecticut Chapter Select Teams: CONNY again selected and administered the boys teams on behalf of the Connecticut 
Chapter. These teams competed in the USLacrosse Youth Festival at Binghamton University in Binghamton, NY, on June 20-
22, 2003. Selection and preparation of the teams went very well and both teams were very competitive, but Binghamton 
suffered a sustained deluge that forced cancellation of most games. As a result, for 2004 only, players who played on either the 
U-13 or U-15 team will be permitted to play at the same age level a second time.  

The 2004 National Youth Festival will be held at Binghamton June 25-27. It is probable that CONNY again will handle 
administration and team selection on behalf of the Connecticut Chapter. If so, the meeting voted to set aside May 10-11 for 
tryouts. Members should not schedule games for these days for teams likely to contain players who will be trying out. 

8. CONNY Safety & Conduct Committee Report – Paul Scheufele 
President Bob Russell formed this committee to look into disturbing reports that both unsafe and unsportsmanlike practices 
had increased in CONNY play over the last few years. Coaches, players, program administrators, officials, and parents/fans all 
were implicated in one way or another in these allegations. The committee fielded a survey and conducted numerous formal 
and informal conversations with individuals involved in CONNY play. The committee found that some of the allegations were 
overblown, but also identified troubling trends that CONNY needs to address. The committee presented the following six 
proposals for Board approval: 

• That the CONNY Code of Conduct must be signed by all parents, players, and coaches and each program is responsible 
for retaining the signed originals until June 30 of each season. 

• That a website for better communication of CONNY bylaws, rules, philosophy, and scheduling is now available and all 
coaches are expected to understand CONNY philosophy and rules. (see above) 

• That a standing Sportsmanship Committee will be formed and the Chair of the Council will be the past President of 
CONNY. This committee will be charged with hearing and acting upon complaints of unsportsmanlike or unsafe behavior 
or practices in CONNY activities. 

• That Mandatory Coaches and Rules Training Workshops will be administered each year and that at least one bench coach 
per team must complete training every two years. 

• That a CONNY Rules and Philosophy of Play Quick Reference Guide will be created and should be referenced and 
agreed upon by coaches and officials BEFORE the start of each game. This document will not replace or supplant the 
CONNY Rules of Play or relieve coaches and officials of their responsibility to know and understand these rules. 
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• That a follow-up Survey of CONNY member programs will be conducted in June 2004 to measure the success of these 
changes. 

The Board approved all six proposals unanimously. 

9. Start of Scheduling 
The meeting agreed that no CONNY game scheduling can occur before January 12, 2004.  

10. USLacrosse Connecticut Chapter Coaches Convention. 
Pat Thibadeau urged all CONNY members to plan to attend the convention and coaching clinics on Sunday February 8th, 
2004 from 9:15 a.m. to 4:10 p.m. at the Science Center, Church Street, Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT. 

C. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CONNY Board of Directors will be held in mid-January, 2004 at 7:30 P.M. at Sacred Heart. Key issues to 
be addressed at this meeting include the 2004 CONNY Boys Rules of Play and the 2004 CONNY Schedule of Events. Members 
who want to recommend any changes to the CONNY Rules of Play should sent them to Jack Couch for distribution to the 
members before the January meeting. 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 P.M.  

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted,  
15 JAN 04 

Jack Couch 


