Below is an analysis of the 2014 Federation Rules for Boys Lacrosse prepared by Scott Patterson.  Items of less interest to KCYLL are marked by an asterisk. 
2014 Rule Changes
You can find an article on rules changes here:
http://laxmagazine.com/high_school/boys/2012-13/news/081513_new_high_school_lacrosse_rules_pick_up_pace_emphasize_safety 
Of the 19 changes there are 14 clarifications that are important to note. The US Lacrosse Convention in January provides additional clarification to these rule changes and how to properly implement them.
1. Illegal body check now clearly states “a player in a defenseless position”. These should be a minimum of a two-minute, non-releasable penalty. Clarified as:
0. Blindside hit
0. Player who has his head down in an attempt to play a loose ball
0. Body checking a player whose head is turned away to receive a pass, even if the player turns toward contact prior to check
1. Checks involving the head/neck are now automatically at least a two-minute, non-releasable penalty. There is no longer a 1-minute penalty for checks involving the head/neck.
1. Man down, face-off – there must be four players in the defensive half and three players on the offensive half of the field. This came up last season as some coaches thought NFHS had adopted the NCAA rule. Now, the NFHS has adopted the rule. There is no “hot” player. Yes, if there are multiple players in the box, it may change. Read the rule book when it comes out.
1. Face-off man may not have tape on the plastic throat of the head of the crosse. This is going to come up during the season, for sure. We’ll need to decide how this will be treated. Perhaps just tell the team they need a new face-off man or just award the ball.
1. *NO HORNS. There is no longer a substitution horn for a ball that goes out on the sideline.
4. I’m really happy about this rule. First, it will make the games move faster. When the ball goes out on the sideline, when the player in possession is ready to play, and the defenders are at least five yards away, start play. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Second, coaches and parents working the table didn’t know when they could request a horn, anyway. Several times over the years, coaches have asked for a horn after a technical foul and the parents at the table gave it to them because they didn’t know any better. 
1. Maximum of three players in the penalty box. If more than three players are serving penalties, then the extra player needs to be on the bench. I’d also add the editorial comment that you may need to manage the game better if there are that many penalties at once.
1. Offside is clarified as MORE THAN six players in the offensive half (including the box) of the field and MORE THAN seven players in the defensive half of the field (including the box). This does away with coaches yelling “They only have two back”. Over the last couple of years, I’ve fielded a number of questions from youth coaches about what the “there is no advantage” (Rule 4, Sec 11, art 3) rule means. Now, it will be clearly stated in the rules. When working a game, always count forward.
1. Two offside rules were removed. Offside is treated like any other technical foul.
7. Free clear for offside was removed. If an attacking team is in the offensive half and is offside, then it is a technical foul and play is restarted right away at the spot of the whistle. If the team NOT in possession of the ball is offside, then it’s flag-down, slow whistle and a 30-second technical.
1. Substitution area has been expanded. It didn’t clarify by how much. (It has been expanded from 10 yards to 20 yards to permit better visual lines for the table officials.)
1. Eye shade must be a solid line. No words, logos or symbols. I’d say this includes triangles. Being eye shade police is not going to be fun. I’d say that if you see a kid with triangle eye shade during pregame, just tell him to clean it up.
1. Beginning each period, home teams need to have four balls (equally spaced 5 yards apart) behind each end line, four balls on the sideline opposite the table and four balls on the table.
1. *Coaches and players may use electronic equipment on the sideline, but cannot be used to communicate with any of the on-field players. I don’t think this comes up in our area.
1. This one is a little confusing. “During a Flag Down situation (Slow Whistle), the officials will now stop play to enforce penalties on a second defensive foul "during the final two minutes of regulation play with the team that is ahead and possessing the ball in the goal/attack area, unless a scoring play is imminent."” Basically, we’re stopping play if the team leading has the ball, is in the box and a second foul happens during the flag down. Previously, there would just be a continuation of the flag down. Now, we stop play – only in the last two minutes. I doubt this will come up much.
1. The NFHS recommends three officials. It’s not a requirement, but a recommendation.
2014 Points of Emphasis:  (1) Age specific rules for youth lacrosse; (2) Properly worn equipment); (3) Slashing; and (4) Requirement that all balls used in competition are NOCSAE certified as exhibited on the ball.  Details on these POEs are at page 87-88 for the 2014 rule book each coach should have received from USLAX.
