Oregon Girls Youth Lacrosse Association
        Ethics and Sportsmanship Policy
Introduction:
Consistent with the mission of US Lacrosse, the Oregon Girls Youth Lacrosse Association (OGYLA) has a duty to promote sportsmanship and character by teaching, advocating, modeling and enforcing ethical principles, while preserving the integrity of the game. OGYLA-affiliated individuals, teams and organizations agree to comply with the guidelines set forth in the US Lacrosse Code of Ethics[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  http://www.uslacrosse.org/the_sport/womens_rules.phtml
] 


Failure to adhere to this Code and/or patterns of unsportsmanlike behavior may result in revocation or suspension of membership or affiliation with OGYLA. As such, participation in regular and/or post-season game play for the current and/or future season(s) may be prohibited. Described herein are the policies and procedures developed by the OGYLA to ensure prompt identification of possible violations, an impartial review of incidents, and a transparent process for appeals. 

Yellow & Red Card Usage:
Umpires are encouraged by OWLUA and OGYLA to influence player and coach behavior through penalty assessments. Umpires call mandatory fouls as specified in the Official Rules for Girls and Women’s Lacrosse.  Misconduct penalties that may result in the receipt of a card are listed below:

· Excessively rough, dangerous, or unsportsmanlike play
· Persistent or flagrant violation of the rules
· Deliberately endangering the safety of an opposing player
· Baiting or taunting which is intended or designed to embarrass, ridicule, or demean others
· Excessive disagreement or abusive language towards officials
· Non-playing team member leaving their team bench area during the game
· Coach leaving their coaching area
· Re-entering the game before yellow or green/red card penalty time has elapsed

Repeated fouls by the same team or player may result in an escalation of penalty cards.  For example, if yellow cards do not result in improved behavior, red cards should be used to prevent continued misconduct.

Penalty cards may be issued to coaches who are not able to prevent unsportsmanlike behaviors and acts of misconduct by parents, fans, and other observers of games associated with their team. Spectator misconduct will result in:
· Stoppage of play by the game official and a request to the appropriate coach to exercise control over the behavior, possibly including a request from the game official to ensure that the offending party leaves the premises. 
· Should a second incident occur, or should the spectator in question fail to leave when requested, the coach of the team associated with the offending individual will receive a yellow card for unsportsmanlike conduct necessitating that one player be removed from the field for three minutes. 
· A third incident, or continued refusal to leave, will result in a forfeit. Should spectators for both teams exhibit such misconduct, a double forfeit will be announced. Forfeits for spectator misconduct will be treated as red cards for the coach under this policy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Any fighting requires an ejection. Any player leaving the bench area and entering the field during a fight is to be ejected. Any coach or player who is ejected from a game will be subject to a minimum suspension of one game and will not be allowed to resume game play or coaching until the OGYLA Board recommends reinstatement. The offending individuals must immediately leave the game area.

Incident Reporting:
Umpires are required to specifically identify and report using the OGYLA Lacrosse Sportsmanship Incident Form all yellow cards associated with unsportsmanlike behavior as well as all red cards for official OGYLA review. Independent of the cards issued, OGYLA encourages coaches, officials, or spectators to report incidents that they deem to be in violation of the US Lacrosse Code of Ethics and their own ethical standards. Coaches should utilize the Coaches Game Report. Umpires should document their concerns in the OWLUA Game Response. Spectators may provide feedback directly on the OGYLA website.

Incident Review Process:
OGYLA’s Sportsmanship Director will record and review all red and yellow cards for unsportsmanlike behavior/misconduct, as well as other reported incidents to determine the need for further investigation. OGYLA reserves the right to appoint a Board member or a third-party to gather additional information surrounding particular incidents and expects its members and affiliates to be cooperative and forthcoming should an investigation be deemed necessary. Based on this review, the OGYLA Sportsmanship Director will either elect to follow the standard Sanction Protocol or to refer the situation to the Sportsmanship Review Committee.

Reported incidents not specifically associated with a yellow or red card will, upon investigation, either be dismissed or validated as yellow-equivalent or red-equivalent offenses. Individuals, teams, and/or programs that repeatedly violate the spirit of this policy will be subject to evaluation by the OGYLA Sportsmanship Review Committee.

The Sportsmanship Review Committee will be comprised of no fewer than three individuals selected and approved by the OGYLA Board of Directors.  These individuals will represent important constituencies including, but not limited to OGYLA Board Members, Umpires, and Coaches. This Committee will be responsible for analyzing and determining the severity of any incident and will determine the appropriate action/penalty needed for continued participation in OGYLA sponsored leagues, tournaments, and/or events.

Sanction Protocol:
Individuals, teams, and programs are subject to sanctions, the severity of which will escalate, with each yellow and red card issued for misconduct.  The standard sanction protocol progresses from Tier 1 for a first offense through to Tier 4 for multiple offenses. Sanctions range from an official warning at Tier 1 to suspension for the remainder of the season at Tier 4.

OGYLA reserves the right to skip Tiers to accelerate the severity of sanctions. The following table illustrates the infractions and sanctions associated with each Tier.

Please note, should a club or particular team have an excessive number of infractions the OGYLA reserves the right to address sanctions against the club or team in addition to the defined Tier schedule below. 

Tier 1 – 1st Yellow: Official warning to player, coach and club

Tier 2 – 2nd Yellow; 1st Red: Mandatory 1 game suspension; Call with OGYLA, player, coach and club

Tier 3 – 3rd Yellow; 2nd Red: Mandatory 2 game suspension; Face to face meeting with Sportsmanship Review Committee, player/parent, coach and club; Other sanctions possible 

Tier 4 – 4th Yellow; 3rd Red: Sportsmanship Review Committee hearing to determine severity of penalty; Suspension from remainder of season, minimum 4 game suspension (possible to carry over to next season); Possible forfeit of games; Possible club fine and sanctions.

Individuals reaching Tier 2 will be suspended for a minimum of 1 game and can only resume participation in OGYLA-related activities if reinstated by the OGYLA Sportsmanship Review Committee.

Please note that all accumulated yellow and red cards will reset to zero (0) for all individuals at the halfway point and the end of the season. 

Teams that are suspended and forced to forfeit games impose hardship not just on the affected team, but also on opponents and umpires. A fine of $90 per forfeited game will be assessed against suspended teams. In addition, any prepaid umpire fees applicable to the games in question will be forfeited. This policy allows OGYLA to compensate umpires for payment they would have received, to refund any prepaid umpire fees to the opponent and to retain a $45 sanction administration fee for managing the situation.


Appeals Process:
Players, coaches, teams and/or programs that have been sanctioned may appeal their cases to the OGYLA Sportsmanship Review Committee. Requests for appeal must be submitted using the OGYLA appeal process form. All appeals must be submitted to the OGYLA (ogyla@gmail.com) within 72 hours of infraction occurring. Once an appeal is submitted the Sportsmanship Review Committee will work diligently to achieve a decision/ruling within 14 days unless a hearing is required.



