[bookmark: _GoBack]Field Preparation Instructions
FOR ALL PRACTICES AND THE LAST GAME OF THE DAY, teams must leave the field in a clean and Ready-to-play condition less striping baselines and batter’s box per the Field Maintenance Procedure below. Home team takes lead but both teams need to supply manpower.

FOR THE FIRST GAME OF THE DAY, teams need to repair mounds, bullpens and batter’s box/behind plate, water and drag field (if needed  though it should not be needed if it was properly maintained by the previous user) and paint baselines and batter’s box.  The ground should be damp for the paint to stick properly so run the water for 1 cycle or wet with hose.  Home team takes lead but both teams need to supply manpower. It is highly recommended that Managers and coaches arrive sufficiently early so as to determine the condition of the field and create sufficient time to ensure the field is ready to go on time. If we adhere to the “end of practice/last game” procedure above, field prep before the game will be minimized.  

FOR BETWEEN GAMES, Fix mound, bullpen’s and batter’s box/behind plate. Rake and repaint baselines/batters box if needed.  The ground should be damp for the paint to stick properly. Fields typically will not be re-dragged between games to save time but if the field is particularly rough, it can be dragged again. Run the sprinklers for 1 cycle to wet the field prior to dragging.

Note: Fields are NOT to be played on when they are wet to the point that the infield traction is soft anywhere or the infield grass is saturated. This damages the field and is hard and expensive to repair. Managers and coaches, please use your best judgment on this to preserve our field asset. The league will typically put out the word that the field is closed if needed but we also need your help in protecting the field.

Field Maintenance Procedure
1) Fill holes in mound, BOTH bullpens, batter’s box and behind home plate. Use the tamp to compress the dirt to make it firm on the mound and bullpens.
2) Inspect infield and press down any divots.
3) Drag field with quad around infield until first and third base line areas are completely resurfaced including home plate. Drag infield in-play areas and around home plate in overlapping circular motions moving from 3rd to 1st base or vis versa, and then around home plate.  
a) Drag must be hooked to quad from upper bar so that the front of the drag is slightly lifted above the traction and does not dig in. Additionally, inspect drag quality and bend up any drag edges to eliminate dragging grooves in the field.
b) Drag field leaving an approx 2 foot margin between the drag and any grass area. Be careful not to cut infield grass corners when going around the baseline.
c) Field is to be dragged with bases removed and brush topped plugs installed.
d) DO NOT pull the drag off the field with the quad. This pulls traction off the field and on to the grass. Stop the drag at least 10 feet from the edge of the grass. Dump the drag, roll it up and put it on the back of the quad to drive it off back to the container. Use the landscape rake to level the traction dumped from the drag, picking any trash up that has accumulated.
e) Quad is only to be operated by an adult.
4) Rake mound, baselines and around each base with aluminum landscape rake. Baselines and around bases can also be brushed with the hand pull field brush alternatively.
5) Pick up all trash in dugouts and on field and throw away. Exception is the plastic bottles and aluminum cans which can be put in a pile off the field for William.
6) Sweep out dugouts. Material does not go back on field as it will be full of sunflower seeds. Needs to go in the trash.
7) Run the water for 1 sequence once field maintenance is complete.
8) For any field areas needed repair or replacement, please inform the head of field maintenance.
