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1) The snow is melted and spring sports season is here…why are the fields not ready?
· When winter is as cold and long-lasting as it was this year, the depth of the frost in the soil is deeper and thus it takes longer for all of that built-in moisture to escape.  Each warmer, sunny day works in our favor to get fields dried out; however, even now late in to March, there is still some freeze/thaw cycling going on delaying the complete release of that frost.  Our athletic field maintenance crews are doing everything they can on the days they are able to get on the diamond fields to work the infields and get them ready for the season.  They are also working to remove the covers from our rectangular fields and get those lined for the spring season.

2) What factors are used to determine whether a field is open or closed?
· Our athletic field maintenance crews, in conjunction with our sports and recreation department, make open/closed calls based first on player safety and second on the long-term health of the field.  Factors such as standing water, muddy/unstable infields and water surfacing in the outfields are considered unsafe playing conditions and are the main drivers of our decisions to close fields.  Additionally, soil compaction plays a major role in our ability to maintain our athletic fields long-term.  The more feet that go over an area, especially if that area is saturated, the quicker compaction takes place in that area.  This results in worn and patchy spots that are difficult to maintain without persistent aeration and hardened landing areas that present more injury and concussion concerns.

3) Why do I see some fields open around the county but our field is closed?
· Arlington County Parks maintain about one hundred athletic fields throughout the county which vary in site conditions and age.  Those site conditions like level of shade, drainage and grass/soil type dictate the time table that our athletic field maintenance crews are able to work on those fields.  In addition, we have two specific user groups – Arlington Public Schools and Adopt-A-Field volunteers - that we guide and allow to supplement our maintenance efforts on certain fields to get them ready for play.

4) What is the process to become and Adopt-A-Field volunteer?
· Adopt-A-Field is a county sponsored volunteer program that requires an application process through our administrative office.  There are currently about a dozen diamond fields that are adopted by local user groups and our athletic field maintenance staff guides them on proper field maintenance procedures.  Please contact our volunteer coordinator, Milada Weaver, at 703-228-4730 for an application and a list of fields that could benefit from adoption.
