DSA TRAVEL COMMITMENT POLICY
FALL SEASON



I.   GUIDING PRINCIPLES

a. If your child is invited to join a Darien travel soccer team and agrees to play, they are accepting a 100% commitment to soccer in the fall.  
b. Less than a 100% commitment is not fair to your fellow teammates or coaches. 
c. Your child is welcome to play other sports in the fall, provided it does not interfere with the practice or game schedules of soccer. 
d. If you cannot make this commitment to travel soccer, it is not recommended that your child try out.  
e. If a player or family is not able or willing to make this level of commitment in the fall season, they should strongly consider participating in the DSA's highly successful, non-select Club Excel program, which offers an opportunity to play soccer with a lower level of commitment.
f. The DSA obviously understands absences due to family commitments or sickness. We do ask that you communicate problems/conflicts to your coach and manager as far in advance as possible.


II.   PLAYERS IN GOOD STANDING

· A player, if attending all practices and games, will be given playing time equivalent to 1/3 of the game.  


III.  PLAYERS MISSING A PRACTICE OR GAME FOR ANY REASON

· If the player DOES NOT attend a practice or game, the coach is not required to play the child for 1/3 of the game.  

· Players who choose to consistently ignore this commitment can be suspended for 1 or 2 games by the DSA. 


IV.  PLAYERS LATE TO GAMES FOR ANY REASON

· If a player is late to games - player is not guaranteed 1/3 of the game in playing time.  Note:  Please be prepared and ready to play ½ hour before game time.




V.   PLAYERS MISSING A PRACTICE OR GAME DUE TO OTHER SPORTING COMMITMENTS 

· Absences due to other sporting commitments during the fall season are not acceptable. 
· If your initial intentions are good, but fade away during the fall season through unexcused absences, coaches will address this lack of commitment through reduced playing time.  
· In addition, excessive absences may impact future team selection.
· See Section VI below for Guidance given to Professional Coaches for absences related to Unacceptable Reasons


VI.  GUIDANCE PROFESSIONAL COACHES FOR SITUATIONS RELATED TO UNACCEPTABLE REASONS

Missing Practices 

· If a player misses one Practice - player does NOT START THE NEXT GAME.  
· Players missing two practices WILL BE CONTACTED BY THE COACHING COORDINATOR.


Missing Games

· Penalty for missing one Game - player sits out the first half of the next game.  
· Penalty for missing two games is sitting on the bench for an entire game.  
· Penalty for missing three games -- is being removed from the team.


VII.  OTHER SITUATIONS

· Disruptive Behavior at Practice or Game – Penalties:

· 1st Time:  Player sits out 10 minutes
· 2nd Time: Player sits out 20 minutes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]3rd Time: Player’s parents will be contacted by the Coaching Coordinator
