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Hello WESA Members!  2016 marks our League’s 38th Season and for the 
past few months, ten Commissioners have been hard at work planning and 
creating our upcoming season.  Our League is in great shape.  We have a 
strong membership base that grows each year.  Our D Division continues 
to develop players of all skill levels and our C Division has started to 
experience the migration of skilled players from D Division.  This growth in 
C Division is forecasted to continue in 2016.  Members benefit from this 
migration, skill and confidence levels increase, the quality of play is 
enhanced, the opportunity to learn and develop is expanded and the 
overall experience of members across both divisions is enhanced. 

The challenge we face is securing additional softball field permits from the Vancouver Parks 
Board.  This fall and winter, the Commission has engaged in dialogue with another league that 
plays at Strathcona Park and with the Vancouver Parks Board.  Hopefully our efforts are fruitful 
and the League can benefit with expanded permit time.  Another option, is to attempt to secure 
more softball permit time at another local Vancouver park.  The drawback of this would be that 
WESA would play at multiple locations on Sundays.  However, compromises must be made if 
we wish to grow our League. 

It is our hope to make Season 38 the best ever!  We recently completed a membership survey 
and 61% of our membership responded.  This is an excellent response rate and I want to take 
this opportunity to thank each of you that participated.  The survey is providing us with 
valuable information and assists the Commission in decision making.  More about the survey, 
including overall results, can be found inside this Newsletter. 

Important dates for you to remember: our online 
reservation system for returning 2015 members opens on 
Saturday, February 6th, and this same system opens up to 
the public at large on Wednesday, February 10th. If you 
already have an online profile at WESA.net, then please 
login and ensure your personal information, including email, 
is up to date. 

Inside this newsletter you will find some exciting information 
and announcements.  In addition to general survey results 
you will find an article about WESA’s Lifetime Members, 
new Commissioner introductions, our 2016 Budget, our 
amazing charity contributions from 2015 and some 
frequently asked questions. 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net 
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From Our League Commissioner 

D Divison MVP 
Rick DeHart D Divison Champions – Score on Davie Team Spirit – Pizza Fabrika  

D Divison Silver – Vancity Lofts 
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Why I wanted to join the commission… First of all I wish to thank the 
Commission in appointing me—earlier this month—as Vice Commissioner for the 
next two years.  I feel confident that I can make a significant contribution with 
my past experience with sports leagues both playing and sitting on executive 
councils, and I am grateful for the opportunity that allows me to give back to 
such a great league.  

Since joining the league three summers ago, I have witnessed a Commission of 
volunteers who have made WESA a league that many people respect and want 
to be part of.  As I began to meet all the people who have been involved in 
making WESA such a success story now and in the past, I can’t help but think 

of the many hours that volunteers have sacrificed to make the league so successful on and off the 
field.  Volunteers perform the same duties as paid workers but only do it for the desire to give back.  
This, in part, compelled me to put my name forward for the Vice Commissioner position as I wanted 
to give back to the league.  I am proud to carry the torch that so many people have done before me 
and do my part to continually make WESA a special league that it is. 

The major job I have as Vice Commissioner is to organize and govern the Pacific Cup Softball 
Tournament.  For the last few years past Vice Commissioner 2014-2015, Miguel Mondaca, has done 
a  superb  job!   (Editor’s Note: check  out  the  October  2015  issue  of  The  
Dusty Bag which is chock full of pictures from PAC CUP 2015!) I will carry 
on with Miguel’s hard work and dedication and try to make the PAC CUP 
stronger than ever.  It’s a fun and competitive weekend of softball with a 
great social event on the Saturday night.  I encourage players who have not 
played in the PAC CUP before to find a team on their own or sign up on the 
“team match maker” where we can help try to find a spot for you.  We will 
have more information on the team match maker function in the summer 
time.  I also invite teams and players from past years in the Vancouver area 
to join the tournament again as it’s always a tradition of good softball 
without having to travel.  Another option of not playing but still wanting to 
participate is volunteering.  We will always need volunteers so please help 
out!!!! 

I look forward to report on the happenings as we start preparing for the 
2016 Season and for PAC CUP in the next few months.  Until then, stay 
warm as Spring is just around the corner!  

David Rohrer ~ WESA Vice Commissioner 2016-2017 ~ ViceCommissioner@WESA.net 
 
 

In 2010 after Moving to Vancouver I was struggling to find my place amongst the 
masses.  Three years ago I discovered an organization that was diverse, 
accepting, fun and full of a whole whack of amazing people.   

This year I decided I wanted to give back to WESA as it has brought me so many 
great friendships and memories.   

So I introduce myself as your new Rules & Regulations Commissioner working 
with and for you to make the next two years of your WESA experience enjoyable 
& remarkable throughout the 2016-2017 seasons. 

Eddie Abbey ~ WESA Rules & Regulations Commissioner 2016-2017 ~ 
RulesAndRegulations@WESA.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From Our New Vice Commissioner 

From Our New Rules & Regulations Commissioner 

WESA 2015 Sponsors:  
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Silver Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Team Fountainhead GSWS 2015 Fundraiser @ Fountainhead Pub ~ Saturday, August 8, 2015 
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Being a member of WESA means something a little bit different to each of 
us.  For some it’s an easy, scheduled time to catch up with friends we’ve had 
for years, for some it’s a vital link to a community of support we may not have 
otherwise, and to some it’s all about the ball.  Whatever brings us all out to the 
field, there is one thing that we agree on based on the Commission’s recent 
survey - we want to make room for more people to be part of our unique and 
important group.  

 Some of us are here just for a season or two while some of our members have 
decades of history with the league.  WESA has  about  40 new members  each 

year - that’s quite an impressive number!  While that is somewhat balanced by people who do not 
return for one reason or another, we continue to see steady growth in membership interest.  So 
much so that in 2015 we had enough people on our waitlist that we could have fielded another 
entire team.  The main reason we didn’t?  Not enough field space. 

The League dealt  with  these growing pains  successfully  a  few years  ago.   Those of  us  with  a  few 
seasons under our belt remember when all our games were played at Brockton Oval in Stanley Park 
- with some nostalgia.  It was wonderful to be in such a scenic area in one of the world’s most 
beautiful cities each week, and it was our home.  However, all teams played on one diamond so we 
had to share, and you might not have gotten to see all your friends if you weren’t at the field all 
day.  The bigger the league got, the more these issues affected us.  As the league grew we 
branched out to Strathcona Field with use of just one diamond.  This greatly increased our field 
space but splitting the league meant a bit less interaction between members.  At first, if you were 
scheduled to play at Strathcona, it felt a little like having Thanksgiving dinner at the kid’s 
table.  But quickly that shifted, and Brockton became the secondary location.  Those who have only 
been in the league a few years may be surprised to realize that our current use of multiple fields at 
Strathcona is relatively new. 

And I think we all agree it’s a fantastic setup right now.  With up to 3 games going at the same 
time we not only get more people at the field together, we’re also able to accommodate many more 
members.  We again have a home that we can all come to on Sundays and we’re much more likely 
to run into all our friends.  But can you believe we are already outgrowing this scenario as well? 

It may not be necessary this season if we are able to get increased usage of the SouthWest 
diamond at Strathcona, but it stands to reason that we may be looking around for another field to 
plant our flag on.  Our giant, sequined, rainbow flag.  And you know what?  That’s awesome.  It 
tells me this league that has meant so much to me is going to get to offer those same memories to 
a lot more people.  There are no other options available in the city that will allow all our members 
to be at one field, so we’ll adjust. 

So in the near future, you may find yourself with two locations that are home to our league yet 
again.  It’s no surprise, growth means change and change is sometimes awkward at first.  But let’s 
keep in mind that growth is something that benefits us all in the end, and let’s keep building 
memories! 

Bill Ignacio ~ WESA Membership Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Membership@WESA.net 
 
 

I’ve been a member of WESA since 2013, but I am not new to the Vancouver 
Gay Sports community!  I joined the badminton organization almost since I 
arrived  to  Vancouver  back  in  2005  and  then  became  an  active  member  and  
board participant of VGVA volleyball league.  Participating and volunteering with 
organizations is in my blood and I like to give back to my community. 

I absolutely enjoy the comradery and even the competitive aspects of WESA.  I 
have met wonderful people and made great friends since my involvement in the 
league and can’t wait to contribute my practiced skills as an active board 

member.  Even though I may be known for my “Sharapova grunts” and bright neon colours I take 
my new position seriously. 

I want to welcome all new and past members to WESA 2016  and  hope  to  make  a  difference  
through an open and fair playing field for all.  Although I am here to help support “D” Division 
members I will continue to encourage all in WESA.  Thank you to all for this wonderful opportunity 
to give back to an organisation that I truly enjoy. 

Donny Steel ~ WESA Member-at-Large D Division 2016 ~ DMemberAtLarge@WESA.net 

Important Dates 

 
Wednesday, December 02, 2015 

WESA Winter Social Bingo.For.Life 
WESA.Christmas.Edition 
@ Celebrities Nightclub 

 
Saturday, February 06, 2016 

Online Reservation current members 
 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 
Online Reservation new members 

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016 
WESA Welcome Party @ TBD 

 
Tuesday, March 02, 2016  

WESA Coaches’ Conference @ TBD 
 

Saturday, March 05, 2016  
Rookie Camp and Spring Training 

@ TBD 
 

Saturday, March 19, 2016  
WESA Draft Day and Party @ Numbers 

 
Tuesday, April 19, 2016  

WESA Jersey Pick-up Party @ TBD 
 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 
WESA Season 38 Opening Day 

Opening Day Social Sunday 
Sponsor Bar Party @ TBD 

 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Friday, May 27, 2016 
Mixer Games 

 
Sunday, May 29, 2016  

Social Sunday Sponsor Bar Party @ 
 TBD 

 
Sunday, June 05, 2016  

WESA Picnic in the Park & Exhibition 
Games @ Strathcona Park 

 
Saturday, June 11, 2016  

29th Annual WESA Pageant 
@ Celebrities Nightclub 

 
Thursday, June 16, 2016 
Thursday, July 07, 2016 

Mixer Games 
 

Weekend of July 16/17, 2016  or  
Weekend of July 23/24, 2016 
WESA Cup Playoff Weekend 
Games @ Strathcona Park 

WESA Cup Bash: Sunday evening on 
WESA Cup weekend | location TBD 

 
Sunday, July 31, 2016 

Pride Parade 
 

Monday to Saturday, 
August 15 to 20, 2016  

Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) 
| Austin, TX 

 
Friday to Sunday, 

September 02 to 04, 2016   
37th Annual Pacific Cup International 

Softball Tournament 
 

Saturday, September 10, 2016 
League Awards Celebration 

@ location TBD 
 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016  
WESA Annual General Meeting 

@ location TBD 
 

Dates may change as required and 
WESA will let you know if they do. 

Questions? 

Email us at Info@WESA.net 

You Amaze Our Membership Commissioner! 

From our new Member-at-Large D Division 



 

West End Slo-pitch Association ~ “Together In Pride” ~ 2016 Season 38… since 1978! WESA.net February 2016 Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WESA Lifetime Membership is the highest Award available to recognise 
the exceptional contribution of individuals to the sports club.  It is 
therefore only to be awarded in exceptional circumstances.  In 
considering the award of Lifetime Membership an individual should have 
demonstrated significant, sustained, and high quality service enhancing 
the reputation and future of WESA. 

In addition to the status of membership of a select group within WESA, 
WESA Lifetime Members will be recognised by: awarding of the WESA 
Lifetime Membership honours at a public league event, exemption from 
regular league membership fees, and invitations to attend all official 
public WESA functions. 

In 2015, WESA was pleased to announce the five newest recipients of 
WESA Lifetime Membership honours: 

 Mr. Vince Marino and  Mr.  Stephen Bauer, owners of PumpJack and Junction. WESA has 
benefited greatly from their long time support and sponsorship of our League. Over 24 years of 
cumulative sponsorships can be attributed to these two sponsors. In addition, WESA is  much  
obliged to Mr. Marino and Mr. Bauer for generous contributions and support to our annual Pacific 
Cup tournament.  

 Mr. Phil Moon, owner of Numbers Cabaret and Hamburger Mary’s. WESA has been fortunate 
and grateful for his long time support of gay softball and financial 
sponsorship of our League.  Mr. Moon has provided 33 cumulative years of 
sponsorship through Numbers Cabaret and for several years has sponsored 
two teams in our League, currently Numbers in  D division and Hamburger 
Mary’s in C division. 

 Mr. Dennis Dahl and  Mr.  Vince Connors of Dahl and Connors Lawyers.  
Mr. Dahl and Mr. Connors have together been long time supporters of 
WESA and gay softball in Vancouver.  WESA greatly appreciates their 18 
cumulative years of sponsorship and their contributions to WESA.   

All five of these generous individuals have contributed to traveling teams formed 
from the ranks of WESA members. Offering support to allow these teams to 
travel and participate in LGBT softball tournaments around North America.  
Dozens, if not hundreds of individuals from our community have benefited from 
the generosity of these five kindhearted community leaders. 

Please join the WESA Commission is celebrating and congratulating the contributions of these five 
newest Lifetime Members of WESA, and to all the WESA Lifetime Members whose contributions have 
made WESA the amazing League it is!  

WESA Lifetime Members in order of their year of bestowment (*unknown): 

1. Fraser Biggs* 
2. Terry Wallace* (Deceased) 
3. Dan Robertson* 
4. Rick Vandebeld* 
5. Gary Penny (2000) 
6. Art Gullett (2007) 
7. Daryl Quick (2007) 

8. Mike FitzGerald (2013) 
9. Don Parker (2013) 
10. Phil Moon (2015) 
11. Vince Marino (2015) 
12. Steven Bauer (2015) 
13. Dennis Dahl (2015) 
14. Vince Connors (2015) 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WESA Lifetime Membership Award Recipients 2015  WESA 2015 Sponsors:  
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Silver Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 
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WESA 2016 Financials (approved by 2016 Commission) 

2017  Seasons.   I’ll  have  more  to  bring  you  in  future  issues  of  The  Dusty  Bag.   In  the  meantime,  if  you  have  any  
questions about any of the line items in the 2016 Budget, please feel free to contact me.  I look forward to hearing 
from you!  
Gio Branco ~ WESA Treasurer 2016-2017 | Treasurer@WESA.net 

As of: January 12, 2016 2016 Budget 2016 Actual 
(17 teams) (17 teams) 

REVENUE  
  Membership  33,040.00 - 
  Sponsorship 20,300.00  - 
  Pac Cup sponsorship - - 
  Pac Cup revenues 3,600.00 - 
  Miscellaneous  400.00  - 
  NAGAAA Offset revenue - - 
  Spare fees - - 
  WESA Pageant 9,000.00  - 
  WESA T-shirt sales 500.00  - 
    Total revenues $66,340.00  - 

 

EXPENSES  
  Administration   
     Adjustment to opening 
       balance - - 

     Athlete Cards - - 
     Banking fees 100.00 - 
     Director liability insurance 900.00  883.00 
     Mailbox 300.00  - 
     Meetings 500.00  - 
     NAGAAA Meeting expenses 2,700.00  462.16 
     NAGAAA Membership dues 350.00  - 
     NAGAAA Offset expenses - - 
     Team sponsor expenses 650.00  - 
     Website/Software 1,250.00  - 
       Total administration 6,750.00  1,345.16 

 

  Operations  
     Equipment and supplies 4,000.00 - 
     Field permits 5,000.00 - 
     Insurance 1,620.00 - 
     Publishing 1,000.00 - 
     Storage locker 1,100.00 - 
     Umpires 8,300.00 - 
     Uniforms 13,175.00 - 
       Total operations 34,195.00 - 

 

  Special events   
     Awards 2,500.00 101.87 
     Banquet 8,000.00 - 
     Charity donations 7,000.00 - 
     Draft party 200.00 - 
     Feedback Session - - 
     Pac Cup expenses 4,600.00 - 
     Pride  800.00 - 
     Registration parties 75.00 - 
     WESA Pageant   2,000.00 - 
     WESA T-Shirt Costs   - - 
       Total special events 25,175.00 101.87 

   

    Total expenses $66,120.00 $1,447.03 
 

Surplus/Deficit Current Year $220.00  -$1,447.03 
 

Notes to Budget:  
Athlete cards WESA membership discount cards.  We have a surplus 

supply of cards in stock. 

Banking fees 

Cheque printing, returned item fees, PayPal and other 
service fees. The Vancity account has no fees for basic 
banking services, returned cheque fees are recovered 
from members. 

Banquet Est. $40/member @ 200 attendees to reflect growth. 
Charity donations To be determined at WESA year end. 
Director liability 
insurance $900 premium estimate, renewal was $883. 

Mailbox Mailbox rental to ensure all mail is centralized and 
separate address is available for league. 

Draft party Draft party supplies. 
Equipment & supplies All equipment and supplies required to operate the league. 

Feedback Session New initiative to gather feedback on increasing 
membership. 

Field permits Reflect costs & field bookings during regular season & 
playoffs.  This will be 227 games based on 2015 prices. 

Insurance $90/team (incl. one extra team for non-WESA spares). 

Meetings We will hold a minimum of 2 open meetings that will incur 
costs: Coaches Conference and Annual General Meeting 

Membership  236 members in 2016 (14 teams @ 14 players each) @ 
$140 Early-bird | $170 Regular. 

Miscellaneous  Interest earned, recovered banking fees, banquet ticket 
sales, other miscellaneous revenue. 

NAGAAA Meeting 
expenses Travel expenses as required per membership. 

NAGAAA membership Annual membership dues. 

NAGAAA Offset 
expenses 

These are the chargeable expenses that WESA must issue 
cheques for - GSWS team entry fee of $600 and team 
hotel room deposit of $300. Cheques will be issued to 
NAGAAA upon receipt of funds from the four GSWS WESA 
teams. The hotel room deposit will be refunded to WESA 
at which point refund cheques will be made to the GSWS 
WESA teams. The NAGAAA Offset expenses will be offset 
by the NAGAAA Offset revenues per above. 

NAGAAA Offset 
revenue 

Funds received from WESA GSWS teams for entry fees 
and hotel room deposits, and funds received from 
NAGAAA for rebates of hotel room deposits. 

Pac Cup expenses Incl. field bookings, equipment, promotions, awards, etc. 
Pac Cup revenues Team registration fees - estimate 12 teams at $300 each. 

Pac Cup sponsorship Sponsorship dollars dedicated specifically to Pac Cup – the 
$2,000 is built-in from our 2 Diamond Sponsors. 

Pride Expenses for the Pride parade entry. 

Publishing 
Intent of using updated website functionalities in lieu of 
historic publishing mediums. But Manager’s Manuals will 
be printed. 

Registration party WESA membership prize. 

Spare fees Funds received from non-member WESA players during 
the regular season. 

Special Events Awards Awards, medals, honours, etc.; renamed to reflect 
elimination of Operational Awards. 

Storage Locker 
Received Rental Rate Increase Notice but our renewal is 
only in May 2016 for $1,100, we pay for 11 minutes and 
get 12th month free. 

Team sponsor Exp. Team sponsor photos. 

Sponsorship - Teams Forecast 13 Gold team sponsors each sponsor paying 
$1,000. 

Sponsorship - League Forecast 3 Silver sponsors each paying $300, 2 Diamond 
sponsors each paying $3,200. 

Umpires Reflect costs of umpires during regular season & playoffs 
(an additional 15 games added for 2016). 

Uniforms Estimate 17 teams and price of $775/team. 

Website/software 
Includes WESA.net domain fees, network hosting, & 
software expenses.  We many need to invest in more 
sophisticated software. 

WESA Pageant Rev. Estimate $9,000 based on 2013 & 2014 averages and 450 
people at $20 per ticket. 

WESA Pageant Exp. DJ, rentals, Dancers, DVD editing/filming, ticket costs; 
additional media costs from prior year. 

WESA T-Shirt Kept as a line item but eliminated this year. 
 

Report from our New Treasurer 
I am excited to join the 2016 Commission and look 
forward to being your Treasurer for the 2016 and 
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WESA 2015 Annual Awards Banquet Celebration @ The Holiday Inn & Suites – September 12, 2015  Photo: Robin Thompson  Photo: Robin Thompson  

Photo from Facebook  

Photo: Andrew Fong  
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Photo: A. Fong  

Photo: A. Fong  

Photo: A. Fong  

Photo: Robin Thompson  Photo: Robin Thompson  

Photo: Robin Thompson  
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WESA is pleased to announce that our annual WESA Pageant 2015 raised $10,000.00! The 
Commission is pleased to announce that the full amount was donated to three local charities:  

 LOUD Scholarships ($4,000.00 donated by WESA) 
Created in 2009 as a philanthropic arm of the GLBA (Gay & Lesbian Business 
Association), LOUD Scholarships provides financial assistance to the future 
leaders of the Canadian LGBTQ community.  
You can find out more about LOUD Scholarships online at: 
loudbusiness.com/philanthropy 
 

 CampOUT ($3,000.00 donated by WESA) 
CampOUT is a community-based outdoor 
leadership summer camp held in the Vancouver 
area for queer, trans, and allied youth ages 14-

21 from across BC.  You can find out more about CampOUT online at:  campout.ubc.ca 
 

 Rainbow Refugee ($3,000.00 donated by WESA) 
Founded in 2000, Rainbow Refugee is a Vancouver based community group 
that supports and advocates with people seeking refugee protection because 
of persecution based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or HIV status.  
You can find out more about Rainbow Refugee online at: rainbowrefugee.ca  

Thank you kindly to all attendees of our annual fundraising WESA Pageant who generously 
purchased tickets to this entertaining event and helped our League raise funds for these worthwhile 
causes.  Special gratitude must be given to our Pageant Contestants for braving the bright lights 
and our WESA Special Events Commissioner, Lance Sandover, for organizing an amazing night! 

Darcy Simpson ~ WESA League Commissioner 2015-2016 ~ Commissioner@WESA.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESA’s History 
of Donations 

To the best of our record 
keeping over the years (oops 

some spots are missing), here is 
what the membership and 

friends have helped raise over 
the years by dressing up and 
entertaining others for fun!  

 
2015:  $3,000 – CampOUT! 

$4,000 – LOUD Scholarships 
$3,000 – Rainbow Refugee  

 
2014:  $3,900 – CampOUT! 

$3,900 – LOUD Scholarships 
 
2013:  $2,500 – CampOUT! 

$2,500 – LOUD Scholarships 
 
2012:  $3,500 – Stop the Bully! 
 
2011:  $3,500 – CampOUT! 
 
2010:  $2,500 – Out in Schools 
 
2009:  $2,500 – A Loving Spoonful 

$2,500 – Friends For Life 
 

2008:  $1,250 – Living Through Loss 
$1,250 – YouthCo 
 

2007:  $4,400 – Generations Project 
 
2006:  $3,000 – Covenant House 

$3,000 – Pride Line 
 
2005:  $1,750 – LGBT Seniors 

$1,750 – YouthCo 
 
2004:  Details Unavailable 
 
2003:  $1,730 – A Loving Spoonful, 

Little Sister’s Legal Defence 
Fund, Pride Line, & Youthquest!  

 
2002:  Details Unavailable 
 
2001:  Details Unavailable 
 
2000:  $594.05 – A Loving Spoonful 

$1,250 – Boys R Us 
$1,250 – YouthQuest 
 

1999:  $1,045.18 – Little Sister’s Legal 
Defence Fund 

 
1998:  $1,657.70 – Vancouver Native 

Health HIV Drop-in Centre, &  
YouthCo 

 
1997:  $300 – Canadian Breast Cancer 

Society 
$300 – Food For Thought 

 
1996:  $1,200 – Dr. Peter Centre 

$600 – Normandy House 
 
1995:  $500 – A Loving Spoonful  

$500 – BCPWA 
$500 – Positive Women’s 
Network 
 

1994:  Details Unavailable 
 
1993:  $1,094.88 – AIDS Vancouver, 

The PWA Society 
 
1992:  $500 – AIDS Vancouver, The 

PWA Society 
 
1991:  No Pageant 
 
1990:  Details Unavailable 
 
1989:  Details Unavailable 
 
1988:  Details Unavailable 
 
1987:  Details Unavailable 

2015 Charitable Donations 

C Divison Bronze – Junction D Divison Bronze – Fountainhead 

C Divison Silver – Vancouver Relocation C Divison Champions – Celebrities Nightclub 

C Divison MVP 
Steve Whitty 
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Can tournament teams formed from the ranks of the WESA membership compete at the 
NAGAAA Gay Softball World Series? 
No. The NAGAAA participation rules require that WESA League teams competing in the League’s 
regular season are the only Vancouver teams that can qualify to play in the Gay Softball World Series. 
Tournament teams formed with WESA members, but not directly affiliated with the League are 
ineligible.  

Are League monies spent on NAGAAA?  
Yes, WESA does budget for, and spend money on NAGAAA. WESA pays yearly membership dues to 
belong to NAGAAA. In addition, WESA attends the NAGAAA Winter and Summer meetings and pays 

the travel, hotel and per diem costs for the WESA delegates 
(usually the League Commissioner and the Rules & 
Regulations Commissioner).  In recent years, in an effort to 
reduce costs, WESA has chosen to send only one delegate to 

these meetings.  In 2016, WESA is budgeting a total of $3,050.00 for NAGAAA expenses. 

Does WESA pay the cost to send teams to the Gay Softball World Series? 
No, WESA does not cover the cost for teams to travel and participate in the Gay Softball World 
Series. Teams that qualify to play in the tournament pay for all costs using their own funds.  

Can the League extend the season and play into the month of August? 
This is possible, but it would present many challenges. First, the League does not have permits from 
the Vancouver Parks Board to use the softball diamonds at Strathcona park in August. If not 
available, then the League would need to change locations for games played in August. Past history 
has shown us that most WESA members want some summer weekends free from softball activities. 
Concluding WESA games in July facilitates this desire to have prime time summer weekends away 
from the ball field. Each year, based on learned history and past practices, the Commission decides 
on a timeline for League events. Due diligence is put into this planning activity and many scenarios 
are contemplated. Since 2011, six different Commissions have made the decision to refrain from 
league activities in August.  

Why do commercial food trucks no longer attend WESA games on Sundays? 
The feedback that WESA has received from past food vendors is that the revenue is simply not high 
enough to make it worthwhile.  

Why do WESA teams have to have a business sponsor name?  Can’t teams name 
themselves? 
Very simply, teams are named for our sponsors to promote them and their support of the league. It is 
also one of the benefits of their sponsorship. Once teams start using other names, we suggest this 
dilutes the sponsors’ role “sponsoring” a team.  Our sponsors’ support help subsidize costs for 
operations and your membership fees.  It is our easiest way to show our support to them by naming 
the teams directly after their company name without variations to it which may not be favourable. 
There are many tournament / travelling teams that have formed from the ranks of those members in 
the league which have a unique team name.  Join a tournament team or form your own! 

Can WESA play more games at Strathcona Park?  
Each  year  the  parks  board  approves  the  permits  that  WESA 
requires to play. Each year, WESA makes maximum use of the 
permits  we  are  assigned.  The  League  would  very  much  like  to  
gain additional permits, particularly at Strathcona Park. 
However, these are in limited supply. Even though you may see 
a diamond empty, that does not mean it is available to WESA. 
The Parks Board assigns permits to several leagues who play at 
Strathcona and to different sports (Softball, Soccer, Ultimate).  
Not every league makes full use of their permits the way WESA 
does. WESA has been working behind the scenes to gain 
additional permit time. Each year, we gain a few hours extra. 
However, this additional time is not sufficient to expand our 
League  and  add  more  games  and  teams.  Currently,  the  
Commission is making extra efforts to gain more permit time by 
participating in a dialogue with other leagues and the Parks Board. Hopefully our efforts are fruitful. 

Questions & Answers WESA 2015 Sponsors:  
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Silver Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 
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Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 
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Can the League hold practices or skills clinics? 
Yes. Each year WESA adds additional clinics to our timeline. Last year, WESA held a rookie camp in 
March, an open practice in April and May, and several WESA Mixer games. This year we are planning 
to hold similar events and possibly expand the quantity and scope of these events. If you would like 
to volunteer your time and efforts to help us achieve more practices or skill clinics, please contact the 
commission at Commission@WESA.net.  

Why is the year end banquet held in September? 
There are several reasons: 
1) The WESA Commission works diligently all year long, including the month of August and through 

Labour Day weekend in September when we host our Pacific Cup tournament. Holding the 
banquet at the end of our event season is fitting and allows the full membership to reflect on our 
past season and enjoy the banquet to its fullest. 

2) The WESA season keeps all members busy from April through July.  Members have expressed a 
desire to have a portion of their Summers free of softball events.  Scheduling a September 
banquet keeps the month of August open allowing members to enjoy other Summer outdoor 
activities. 

3) Logistically, the break from the end of July until after Labour Day allows the Commission to plan 
and present an organized banquet.  Awards can be ordered and customized with team names and 
individual winners, trophies can be updated, speeches can be written, the flow of the banquet can 
be planned and rehearsed.  This time frame gives the volunteers time to host a fitting year end 
event. 

4) Event space in downtown Vancouver is easier to book in September than it is in August.  

Why has the banquet been held at the same venue for multiple years? 
Essentially it has come down to cost and logistics.  The Commission plans and hosts a banquet within 
an approved budget.  We search multiple locations and make a decision on a cost benefit basis.  
Some of the parameters include location, menu options, food portions, room capacity, room layout, 
and alcohol prices.  The current host has earned our choice as host the past few years after satisfying 
the  most  parameters  over  other  candidates.   If  you  have  any  suggestions  for  other  hosts  or  have  
experience planning such events, the Commission would appreciate hearing from you as sharing 
information and effort almost always results in continuous improvement. Please email the Commission 
at Commission@WESA.net.  

 
 
 
The WESA online  survey  was  open  to  2015  Members  &  Lifetime  Members  between  Sunday,  
December  6,  2015  closing  on  Monday,  January  4,  2016.   An  incredible  61%  of  the  230  WESA 
Members  responded  which  is  a  great!   In  2013,  33% of  Members  responded  and  in  2012,  40% of  
Members responded (there was no Membership Survey in 2014). 

WESA will use all compiled information broadly for internal purposes only.  This includes getting an 
overall snapshot of who our membership is; what their experience was like this season; and what 
options WESA has  for  future  growth.   The  Commission  asked  respondents  to  be  be  candid  and  
forthright as we were looking for sincere feedback as we continue striving for operational excellence.  
All survey responses are strictly private and confidential and will not be shared or sold to any external 
organizations or persons.  The survey was anonymous unless respondents signed up for a prize draw. 

The League offered an incentive to participate, a free 2016 WESA Membership!  The winner—by 
random draw of those respondents who signed up for this opportunity—was Sheldon Gibson.  
Congratulations Sheldon!  Here are the results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WESA 2015 Sponsors:  
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Gold Sponsor 
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Gold Sponsor 

 
 

Gold Sponsor 
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Diamond Sponsor 

 
 

Questions & Answers cont’d. 

2) Overall, how 
would you 
rate your 
experience 
in WESA this 
past season? 
 

6) Do you plan on 
returning to 
WESA next 
season? 

7) Next season, do you 
plan on participating 
in WESA C+D Mixer 
Games?  These  
games are blended  
C & D division  
League members  
playing with and  
against each other  
in a friendly exhibition 
game. 

WESA 2015 Membership Survey Results 
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3) Coaches have an important 
role  in  our  League.   They  
mentor & teach their 
teammates, they relay League 
and team information, and they 
organize and guide their teams 
for an entire season.  Please 
give your coach a score on a 
scale between 1 to 10. 
 

WESA 2015 Membership Survey cont’d. 

8) How satisfied are you with 
the WESA Team jerseys? 

9) Next year, what should the 
League consider for jersey options? 
 

10) How many years  have you been 
a member of WESA? 
 

11) WESA belongs to the North American Gay Amateur 
Athletic Alliance (NAGAAA).  NAGAAA is a non-profit 
international gay and lesbian sports organization 
founded in 1977.  Each year NAGAAA organizes and 
hosts the Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) with 
teams from over 40 member cities qualifying to play.  
Every  year,  30  to  60  members  from  WESA  have  
attended the GSWS.  Do  you  support  WESA’s  
membership in NAGAAA? 
 

12) The Flip Flop rule is gaining in 
popularity with Softball Leagues. The 
intent of this rule is to speed up the 
game  when  the  score  is  lopsided  and  
reduce the possibility of a team running 
up the score. At the start of the open 
and final inning, if the visiting team is 
ahead  by  10  or  more  runs,  then  the  
home team will bat first instead of last. 
If  the home team makes up the 10 run 
differential and ties or goes ahead, then 
the visiting team will bat in the bottom 
of the inning. Should WESA consider 
adopting the Flip Flop rule? 
 

14) In recent seasons, the 
League has reduced the 
number of evening games that 
teams play in favour of more 
games on Sundays. In order 
to grow the League, should 
WESA consider adding 
more evening games to the 
regular schedule if permits 
can be obtained? 
 

15) If insufficient permit time can be 
obtained, then growing the League will 
mean making use of our existing permit 
time.  One  way  to  expand  the  League  
would be to reduce the number of games 
played by each team. In recent history 
teams have played from 16 to  22 games 
per season, currently we play 20. Should 
WESA consider reducing the number 
of games each team plays in order to 
facilitate more teams and members? 
 

13) In order to grow our League with new teams, 
the Commission will apply for more permit time 
from the Vancouver Parks Board. Depending on 
availability, this may or may not be at Strathcona 
Park. If the only option to gain additional 
permit time is at a second location, then 
should WESA grow the League and play at two 
separate locations on Sundays? 
 

4) Are you willing to play for your Coach again? 
99% of respondents answered ‘Yes’.  Question #5 provided 
for constructive feedback about coaches (These will not be 
published but shared with coaches). 

16) Alternatively the League could expand while maintaining a 20 game schedule by reducing the length 
of each game from 75 minutes to 60 minutes. To expand the league by playing shorter and faster paced 
games, the League would need to implement a 1 ball, 1 strike pitch count for each batter. This rule is 
fairly commonplace at softball tournaments and with numerous NAGAAA sister city leagues. Should 
WESA consider shorter games with a 1-1 starting count in order to facilitate more teams and 
members? 
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