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2016 GREENWICH MEN’S INDUSTRIAL SOFTBALL LEAGUE CONSTITUTION
1.
This league shall be under the direction of managers of teams entered in the league and governed by the policies adopted by the Recreation Division and the Greenwich Softball Organization Inc. (hereafter the “GSO”) of the Town of Greenwich as they appear in the Constitution.  
         To the extent that any references to the Amateur Softball Association (A.S.A.) Rules are made in the Constitution or in any other document relating to the Greenwich Department of Parks and Recreation Town Softball Leagues, the A.S.A. Rules are only followed for guidance as to the playability of the game itself.  The A.S.A. Rules do not govern and are not followed or adhered to as a guide for technical or other recommendations or requirements for or as to field layout, location, surface, fencing, backstop, height, distances, dimensions, benches, bleachers, and any other aspects or components of the playing field, structures and surrounding area.  (2/11).  

         The G.S.O. maintains its own website.  Information on by-laws, membership, meeting minutes and financial statements are posted at:  www.gso-ct.org.  
    Note:  The A.S.A. is currently beginning a brand change to U.S.A. Softball.                  

         Contacts for Donald Mohr:  Office:  203-622-7825.  E-Mail:  dmohr@greenwichct.org. 
         Contact for Greenwich Softball Organization Inc. (GSO):  E-Mail:  greenwichctsoftball@gmail.com.   

2.
GAMES

A.  Game time is 6:15 pm until July 31.  Game time is 6:00 pm beginning August 1.  Teufel Field games will be as scheduled.  Weeknight double-header games times are 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. There is no new inning after 7:10 pm in the 6:00 pm double header game, unless the game is tied.  (2/16).    

B. Courtesy Period is 15 minutes.  Teams must have a minimum of nine (9) players to start the game, or a forfeit is called.  Courtesy period is by umpire’s watch or his/her designated watch. 
C. Teams may start with nine (9) players.  A tenth player may be added (batting 10th) during the game, but an eleventh player (EP) cannot be added.  
D. In case of inclement weather, managers must call the softball information line 203-977-1701 after 3:30 p.m., for an update on the status of games.  Information is also posted on the G.S.O. Website, www.gso-ct.org and on the Recreation Division’s site, www.teamsideline.com/greenwichct.   The Recreation Division or G.S.O. often sends e-mails to the managers if we know games will be rained out in advance.  If no cancellation information is on the information line/website, or if it rains prior to game time, teams shall report to the fields, and the plate umpire and two (2) team managers, by majority vote shall decide if the game can be started safely.  Under this rule, a team must have enough players at the field to start the game or risk forfeiture.  Once the game is in progress, the umpire’s decision shall prevail.  (2/14) 


E.
Postponed games must be played as scheduled by the Recreation Division. Every reasonable attempt to reschedule games on the standard playing night will be made.  Failure to meet schedule constitutes a forfeit.  The Town Tournament will start around August 15, 2016.  During the Town Tournament, teams must be prepared to play on the day following a rainout.  During the Town Tournament, games may be scheduled on days other than your normal playing days.  (2/16).    

F.  Play-off games will no longer be held in the event of a tie for first place in the regular season.  Tie-breaking        procedures that will be used to determine Town Tournament Seeds or Regular Season Trophy                         Distribution are as follows:  

      a). head-to-head competition

      b). fewest runs given up (this is for all games in the regular season).
      c). the flip of a coin

      Note:  Once a tie-breaking procedure has been passed, it will not be returned to.  (2/10).    
G. The Scheduling Format will include several doubleheaders played on your regular playing night.  We are hoping to schedule each team for a game or two in late May, depending on field availability.  This will not necessarily reduce doubleheaders, but give us some flexibility in rescheduling rainouts.  We may not be able to get all rainouts in if they do not affect first place.  We will not schedule games on Monday, May 30 or Monday, July 4.  (2/16).   

3.
FORFEITS

A.
Nine (9) players are required for a team to start.  Games forfeited are a win for the team with enough players.  Their batting order must be entered into their scorebook and signed by the umpire.  
B. Double forfeits are a loss for each team.  

C. Teams withdrawing from the League after playing one or more games, shall have all games dropped from the League standings.  
D. Forfeit Fee:  $56.00 per game, to be deducted from returnable bond.  
4.
ENTRY FEE 

         An entry fee of $800.00 that includes a returnable bond of $112.00 will be levied on each team before the team is officially entered in the league.  It will again be possible to add an Umpire Fee of $392.00 to the entry fee and submit a total of $1,192.00.  The Manager will receive a refund check for $392.00 to be used to pay the umpires at the field.  Posting of this entry fee and registration card is evidence of entry.  A late fee of $25.00 will be required of any team paying after the deadline specified in 4B.  This does not guarantee that a team will be entered in the League.  Teams will still be required to pay the Umpire Fees for each game as specified in Rule 9A.  The G.S.O. reserves the right to deduct any late fees from the team’s returnable bond.  (2/13).    
B.  For 2016:  The Town Tournament Fee is now included in the entry fee.   Your team will be allowed to enter the Industrial Town Tournament through an e-mail application process, without paying a separate fee.  You will still be required to pay the Umpire Fees outlined in Section 9.  If your team does not wish to enter the Town Tournament, you will receive a higher return check of $160.00, less any forfeits, etc. that your team owes.  This is an attempt by the G.S.O. to make the Leagues less expensive and eliminate some of the work needed to enter the Town Tournament (2/14).  
C. Please make checks payable to “Greenwich Softball Organization Inc.”.  Entry Fee is due by Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 5:00 pm.  The fee must be mailed to G.S.O. Inc., P.O. Box 4171, Greenwich, Ct. 06831.    (2/15).  
D. Refund Policy:  A team withdrawing from the League before their first regularly scheduled game will be eligible for a refund, less any expenses paid by the G.S.O.  for team registration, insurance, forfeits, plus a $50.00 administrative fee.  Teams withdrawing from the League after this time will not receive a refund.  (2/09).  
5. ELIGIBILITY

A. A player will only be allowed to play on as many teams as he is eligible for in the Greenwich Recreation Softball Leagues.  
         You may play on only one (1) team unless you: 

A.   Play as a qualified Town of Greenwich Resident or exempt status on a Town Division team.  (You     may only play on one (1) Town Resident Division team, except for Master’s League).   

B.  Qualify for and play in the Master’s League.    
C.  Qualify for and play in the Co-Ed League.  (3/15).   

B. Any male is eligible to play provided he is a full time employee (30 hours per week minimum) of a Greenwich business, corporation, or firm.  He must have been employed at the Greenwich location previous to his playing on the team representing only his employer's business, company or firm.  Employees must work full time year round for their sponsoring company.  (Players will be entitled to a maximum three (3) month off period each year as is the case for teachers).  (2/14)    

1. The Personnel Manager/Human Resources agent shall sign off on all players of that particular company to certify that they are all full-time employees.  The Manager/Agent shall use a piece of letterhead and attest at the bottom they all are current employees from the sponsoring company working at the Greenwich location.
A player who is on the roster and employed by the company for the first game of the season will be eligible for the remainder of that year.  However, should he join another company with a team in the League, he cannot play on both teams.    (2/14)


C.
As of 2012, all players must sign the Official Team Roster.  This is a one page documents (but teams will need at least two) with a waiver approved by the Town of Greenwich Law Department.  Individual forms will no longer be required.  All players must fill their information out on the roster and sign in ink.  Managers are responsible for the Official Team Roster and for the employment verification letter from Human Resources.  The Roster may be mailed to the Greenwich Softball Organization, Inc., P.O. Box 4171, Greenwich, Ct. 06831 or e-mailed to:  greenwichctsoftball@yahoo.com.  Rosters are not submitted to the Recreation Office.  Only players who have signed the Official Team Roster Form may be used in League games.  A team using an ineligible player in a League game will lose that game or any game in which the ineligible player played once discovered.  A protest is not necessary for action to be taken against an ineligible player and the team using that player.  (2/15).      

         D.   All team members must have their photo licenses with them at all scheduled games.  Failure to have their licenses available if challenged will result in forfeiture.  Company ID Cards are not acceptable.  

E.
Two Greenwich companies can combine to form one team if either of them do not already have a team.  The minimum make-up of combined teams is 60%-40%.


F.
No outside support personnel (accounting, security, cleaning, etc.) working for a League team will be allowed to play on that sponsoring company’s team.


G.
Managers are responsible for correct employment information, residence, and other matters of eligibility of their players and will be held accountable in the event that eligibility of players is called into question.

H.
It is expected that layers will sign the Official Team Roster before Managers submit the form.  You may add a player by coming to the Recreation Division Office, between 8:00 am – 4:00 pm Monday through Friday and submitting a supplemental Official Team Roster signed by the added player(s).  An updated letter verifying added players employment will also be needed.  This must be done before 4:00 pm on the day of the game for the player(s) to be eligible to play that night.  Rosters will close on Friday, July 8, 2016.  However, teams that experience injuries or layoffs may petition the Athletic Committee for a waiver.  (2/16).   

I.
A team who puts a phony name, or a name of a player on his roster for a player who is picked up will forfeit that game.  A team using an ineligible player in a league game will automatically lose that game or any game in which the ineligible player was used, once discovered.  A protest is not necessary in order for the Athletic Committee to take action against an ineligible player and the team using that player.


.



J.
Using a player that does not conform to the League’s eligibility rules for two (2) or more games means instant suspension of the team until the case is heard by the Athletic Committee.  A team being ejected from the league for illegal players will be suspended for a minimum of three years.

6.
STATE TOURNAMENT

A.
There will be no Industrial State Tournament in 2016.  Teams who are interested may be sent to a National Tournament.  Teams from Industrial Tuesday League interested must contact Donald Mohr (203-622-7825) prior to Friday, May 27, 2016.  Priority will be given to teams based on their current and past performance and roster composition.   (2/16).          


B.
Teams must be 100% employees of one company to play in the States. (No combined teams).  

7.
EQUIPMENT

A.
All equipment used or worn in League games must conform to Rule 3 of the official A.S.A. regulations unless amended by this constitution.  All equipment must be kept out of the playing area.  


B.
No metal spikes or cleats will be allowed in League play.  Foot wear will be comprised of plastic and/or rubber materials.  Violators will be ejected from the game.  
C. BALLS:  All Leagues will use the COR 52/300 Compression ball this year.  The balls used will be optic yellow.  We will use the Dudley Thunder SX.   If additional balls are needed at Teufel Field, teams supply used balls with the home team going first.  Additional optic yellow balls can be purchased at area sporting goods stores.  The Worth Hot Dot may still be used as a back-up ball.  (2/16).    

           D.   All teams in all Leagues will use only bats supplied by the G.S.O., Inc. for their games.  The bats are A.S.A. approved, chosen by the G.S.O. and the Greenwich Recreation Division.  They will be stored in the light shed at Teufel Field or in the job boxes at other fields and will weigh between 26 and 28 ounces.  (2/16).      

         E.    In the event a batter is caugh using any illegal bat, the batter will be called out, any action from the play will be negated, ejected from the game, suspended for a minimum of one (1) game without appeal and referred to the Athletic Committee for additional disciplinary action.  Once a player steps in the batter’s box with an illegal bat, he is guilty of using an illegal bat.  (2/16).    

8.
UMPIRES

A.
The fee is $28.00 per game per team, paid in bills before the start of the game or a forfeit will result.  Beginning in 2013, teams may request to have two (2) umpires assigned to their game, but the umpire fee is $44.00 for each umpire in bills, and the teams will be responsible for paying these fees.  Effective with the 2014 Season, teams shall pay the umpire at the field for all games in the Town Tournament.  If two (2) umpires are assigned to a game in the Town Tournament, each team will pay one (1) umpire $44.00 in bills as per the rate in the contract with the Greenwich Umpires Association.  (2/15).    

B.
Umpires shall be A.S.A. registered and approved and assigned by the Greenwich Umpires Association (G.U.A.).


C.
At a game where no official umpire shows up the game will be considered legal if the two teams involved agree to play the game with umpires of their choice.  The teams will be reimbursed the umpiring fee by the Umpire’s Association for the "missed" game, if the teams paid a substitute umpire.  

D.  Umpire complaints and/or commendations will only be taken in writing and on the official Umpire Report    Form.  Please be complete and objective.  This form will now be available to managers on the G.S.O. Website. 
E.  Umpires shall check the line-ups before the start of each game and sign the official scorebook.

F. Umpires are responsible for reviewing the ground rules prior to each game.    

9.
CONDUCT

A.
The Recreation Division and the Athletic Committee reserve the right to suspend or expel any player, manager, or team engaging in any actions deemed to be unsportsmanlike or which make a mockery of the game or League.  Managers are responsible for the conduct of their team. 


B.
New in 2016:  Drinking of alcohol is not permitted in the field or bench areas at any time.  First Offsense – Team Warning; Second Offense during game – referral of team to Recreation Division.  The team manager will be warned by e-mail that a future complaint will cause the team to forfeit its next scheduled game.  Any additional violations will then be handled by the Athletic Committee.  In addition, an umpire may eject a player under this rule and the layer will be suspended for his next scheduled game, with no right to appeal.  Alcohol is prohibited on any Board of Education Field per Town Code.  Smoking is also prohibited on these fields.  The Town will enforce these regulations.  (2/16).    

C.
Casual Profanity Rule:  Any language that is offensive or vulgar that can be clearly heard in a spectator area.  Penalty:  Team warning on the first offense.  A subsequent offense by the same team will result in the ejection of the offending player.  

D. Any player who is ejected from a game by the umpire is automatically suspended from the next League Game.  A player shall have the right to request a hearing to appeal the suspension, but must do so before 4:00 pm on the next business day, by sending an e-mail to dmohr@greenwichct.org.  A player will be allowed to play until his appeal is heard under this rule.  A player who has been ejected from a game and is subsequently ejected from the Park will automatically have this suspension increased to three (3) League games, and, upon review of the Athletic Committee, possibly a more severe penalty.  In addition, any player who is guilty of physically abusing an umpire or official, or is guilty of gross unsportsmanlike conduct, will be suspended immediately from Recreation Division sponsored Leagues until his case is heard by the Athletic Committee.  (3/14).  

10.
PROTESTS

A.
All protests shall be filed in writing with the Recreation Division.  If mailed, the protest must carry a postmark of not later than on the second day following the game.  If delivered in person, the protest must be in the Recreation Division office not later than 4:00 p.m. of the second day following the game.  There will be a separate deadline for protests in the Town Tournament. (3/05)


B.
The protest fee is $54.00, payable to “Greenwich Softball Organization Inc.”  You receive the fee back if you win your protest, if you lose, the fee is lost as well. (2/12)    

C.
Protests may only be made on umpire's interpre​tation of a rule or player eligibility.  The protest of an ineligible or illegal player may be made at any time before, during or after a game.  An ineligible or illegal player may be "protested" at any time during the season.  An umpire's judgment is not grounds for protest. The manager or captain of a team protesting must notify the umpire and manager of the other team that he is playing the remainder of the game under protest.  This notification must be made at the point of actual occurrence of the claimed misinterpretation of the official rule or rules governing the League, and the umpire must attend to proper recording of protest in the official scorebook.  The umpire should announce that the remainder of the game is being played under protest.

 
D.
The Recreation Division will entertain all protests submitted in writing, accompanied by the proper fee.  The Athletic Committee will decide all protests within a reasonable time of submission of protest and fee.

11.
INSURANCE

A.
The Town strongly recommends that each team and/or individual team member have their own insurance.  The Town provides no accident or health insurance to team members.  The league will carry secondary liability insurance protection ($500.00 deductible).  (2/16).  
12.
GENERAL

A.
There shall be no postponements of League games.  The only exception is wakes/funerals affecting the majority of players on a team or the postponement of G.H.S. graduation.  In an emergency situation, a game may be postponed with a minimum of one (1) full week’s request.  Any game postponed with less than a full week’s request, but less than 48 ours request, will result in a penalty of $28.00 from the team’s returnable bond.  If a game is forfeited with less than 48 hours’ notice, the full $56.00 forfeit fee will apply  Please note any company picnics, etc. on your registration card and we will try to help.  Any postponement or failure to field a team for a scheduled game will obligate that team to all financial responsibilities incurred by the G.S.O. (2/16).    
B.
All matters not covered in these League rules shall be decided by the Athletic Committee of the Recreation Division.


C.
Mandatory Material pick-up:  Monday, April 25, 2016, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the Gisborne Conference Room on the First Floor of Greenwich Town Hall, 101 Field Point Road, Greenwich, Ct. 06830.  This is not a formal meeting, but each team must send a representative during this time to pick-up their softballs and drop off their team rosters.  Your Official Team Roster form and employment verification letter must be submitted at this time and must contain a minimum of ten (10) signatures.  Rule books and score books will be provided at the Organization Meeting.  (2/16).  
13.
LOCAL RULES


A.
Movable bases will be used. If in sliding a base is dislodged from its rightful position, the base runner must stay on the 'spot' where the base was before it was dislodged until time is called.  Succeeding runners must use the 'spot' where the base would normally be located.   


B.
Teufel Field Home Run Rule – Each team will be allowed a limit of four (4) over the fence home runs per game at Teufel.  Any excess will be an out.  This rule is progressive.  Example:  If both teams have hit four (4) home runs, then each team is allowed one (1) additional home run on a progressive basis.  Both teams must have five (5) before a sixth home run may be hit.  The Home Team, when batting in the bottom half of the seventh inning or any extra inning is not permitted to hit a progressive home run beyond the number the visiting team has hit at that time.  (2/12)  

C.
The first game of any weekday double-header games will not start a new inning after 7:00 pm has passed.  The second game will start within 5 minutes of the end of the first game.

         D.     FIELD PERMITS:  Field permits will be handled by e-mail only. Please refer to the separate sheet on this.  Please note the day for field requests will continue to be Tuesday.  (2/15).      

E.  Home Team Responsibilities:  Home team will be designated on the schedule.  The home team will keep the official scorebook.  First initial and last names must be entered in the Official Scorebook.  Failure to comply with this at the request of the umpire will result in forfeit.  The home team will make the score sheet available if requested at any time during the season or Town Tournament.  If the home team cannot keep the official score book, and the visitors are able to, the visiting team will have the option of being home team.  If neither team can fulfill the score keeping responsibilities, line-ups will be entered and runs agreed to each half inning by the teams and the umpire.  If the home team cannot supply a new ball at the start of the game, and the visitors can, the visitors may become home team.  


F.
All games will be played with the “1-and-1 count” with no extra foul allowed.  Any batter hitting a foul ball with two (2) strikes on him, will be called out.  (4/16).    

G.   There shall be a 12 run rule in effect in all league games.  Any team leading by 12 runs after a completed 

inning after the game has become a legal game (5 innings or 4½ if the home team is leading) will be declared the         winner.  (4/99)  There will also be a 20 run rule after 4 innings (3½ if the home team is leading).  We play            this rule, which is different than the A.S.A. Rule Book.  (3/08)


H.    TIME RULE:  This applies to any game played at Teufel Field.  No new inning will begin if the game has progressed past the ninety minute mark.  The rule does not apply if the game is tied.  If a game is stopped because of this rule before five complete innings, it will be ruled official.    
J.
The G.S.O. Website will be www.gso-ct.org.  Please visit the site for Schedules, League Standings, Player Rosters, League information, individual team information and by-laws and financial reports of the G.S.O. 
         The Softball Hotline is 203-977-1701 and is now limited to rain-out information.   (2/14).         


K.
Courtesy Runners – Each team will be allowed to declare one (1) player prior to the start of each game, who will receive a courtesy runner during that game.  The courtesy runner is the last recorded out and must be entered prior to the next pitch.  The request for the courtesy runner must be made at the pre-game conference with the opposing manager and the umpire, and if not requested, the team forfeits its right to designate a player for the game.  Should a player be injured during the course of the game, a courtesy runner will be allowed if both teams agree.  This will be the last recorded out.  (3/06)  


L.
Due to the safety concerns of Park and Beach users at Byram Shore Park, batting practice is prohibited at Teufel Field for all leagues.


M.
The A.S.A. rule on stealing will not be played in any Greenwich League.  
N. Any over the fence home runs at Teufel Field do not have to be “run-out”.  The batter does not need to touch first base and any runners on base do not need to touch the next succeeding bases.  (3/05)  

O. A “strike zone” mat will be used in all Leagues.  The mat will be a larger mat and any pitch striking home plate will be called a ball.  If the mat is not available, the umpire will call balls and strikes.  (2/09).
P. Double first bases are being placed at virtually all softball fields by the G.S.O..  They will be played according  to the A.S.A. rule.  
Q. The Pitching Rule on the height of the arc will be 6’ – 12’ from the ground effective the 2011 Season.  (2/11).  

R. The base distances will remain at 65 feet for all Industrial League games. 
S. Information on League Breakdowns and other related materials will be e-mailed to Managers in mid-April.  
T.  No infield or outfield practice will be allowed between any innings at Teufel Field.  Pitchers will be allowed only one (1) warm-up pitch after the first inning at Teufel Field.  (2/13).    

U.  Effective in the 2015 Season:  For safety reasons, a runner may touch the strike zone mat behind home plate as if it were home plate, in addition to touching the plate itself.  The strike zone mat does not, however, act as home plate for defense/force out purposes.  The purpose of this rule is to reduce collisions at home plate.  (2/15).  
V. Effective in the 2016 Season:  Teams will have the option of batting up to 12 players.  The team may field any ten (10) of these players that they choose.  This has the effect of adding a second E.P.  If your team wishes to bat 12 players, you must start and end the game with 12 players.  You cannot add a 12th player during the game and the “automatic out” rule will apply if someone leaves and you have no substitute. A player playing under this rule may still re-enter as under other circumstances.   (2/16).    
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