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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO BECOME A “LEGEND”!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hurricane Nation 
Fans & Family Appreciation Day 
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After posting five straight wins to 
start the season off, including a 
victory over the Outlaws in Week 
1, the Canes were handed back-
to-back losses in the past week by 
those same Outlaws, who stole 
the first place playoff seed in the 
last game of the regular season. 

Playing in their first night game 
ever last Thursday, the Canes’ 
batters had that “deer in the 
headlights” look as they could 
only manage three runs and a 
handful of hits.  A sluggish 
defense offset some solid 
pitching by Alex Budnik, John 

Brixius, and Alan Oberheim, and 
that set the stage for a big game 
to decide first place on this past 
Sunday. 

Since the game was at Pfitzner 
Stadium, both teams decided to 
invite as many fans as they could 
for the first “Fans & Family 
Appreciation Day” at the stadium!  
Twenty-six fans braved the cool 
weather of the day to see the 
Canes don their new uniforms 
and watch what turned out to be 
somewhat a replay of Thursday, 
but at a way cooler venue!  Even 
though the Canes’ bats remained 
silent and pitching/defense was 
suspect that day, some notable 
moments were worthy of 
mention here, in no particular 
order: 

Mauricio “MoMoney” Arias was a 
wall behind the plate, including 
gunning down a runner trying to 
steal third. There were very few 
stolen bases that game!   

Alan Oberheim, after losing a fly 
ball in the sun in the first inning, 
redeemed himself with an 
absolutely amazing long-running, 
overhead catch of a Mike Kirik 
bomb near the warning track of 
the 400’ center field fence. 

Mike Romano made an all-out 
Superman dive attempt to run 
down a fly ball behind first base.   

Roy McDaniel and John Brixius 
pulled off the season’s coolest 4-
6-3 double play (see photo 
below).  

Roy McDaniel also laid down a 
“schweet” suicide squeeze bunt 
(see photo below). 

Keith Krause performed a sliding 
catch in right field. 

Though unable to match the 
relentless hitting of the defending 
champs, the Hurricanes and their 
fans had a great day of it and 
finished it off with a barbeque 
lunch catered by Famous Dave’s 
of Woodbridge which all the fans 
were treated to by the players. 

 

Hurricanes Blown Away by 
Defending Champion Outlaws 
by Greg Budnik 
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At the 7th inning stretch, Manager Greg Budnik 
and Captain Adam Oberheim awarded their top 
fan “Big Moe” with an official team hat and 
jersey for his commitment to the team despite 
having to make the effort to come to the games 
this season in a wheelchair. 

 

Rivals enjoying a good 
game, Legends style! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of 

Tara Walsh 
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The Redlegs’ bats stayed hot, as 
they pounded a deceptive Pirates 
team 14-5, who is much better 
than their record shows.  Leading 
the attack were the following 
multi-hit efforts:  Pete 
Greenwood (2-2, 2BB, 2 RBIs), 
Ron Cortese (2-4, 1 RBI), Freddy 
Leiby (2-4, 1 RBI), and Steve 
Foster (3-4 and 6 SBs!)  Honorable 
mention is extended to Chris 

French, who got his first Legends 
hit.  (The ball was, indeed, 
bronzed and held for display in 
the Legends Hall of Fame!)  
Nelson Taveras also got into the 
fun with 3 RBIs. 

The Redlegs’ pitching squad kept 
the Pirates bats in check for most 
of the game and included Fred 
Leiby, Ron Cortese, Matt Gaugler, 
and closer 
Steve.  
Matt 
Gaugler, 
finally 
returning 
after a 
Game 1 
collision, 

came to the mound and shut 
down the Pirates bats for two 
innings.  “We were impressed 
with his outstanding effort, and 
he earned a spot in the rotation,” 
bench-coach Richman Oliver 
stated. 

“The team is gelling nicely, but 
boy, we have to face the #2 seed, 
Thunder South, in the Quarters,” 

manager BobbyK 
stated.   “But hey, you 
never know – that’s 
why they make you 
play the game!” he 
added. 

 

Redlegs Win Again – Stay Hot as 
Playoffs Loom 
by Ron Cortese 
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BASEBALL QUOTES 

Bob Feller:   

Every day is a new opportunity. You can build 
on yesterday's success or put its failures 
behind and start over again. That's the way 
life is, with a new game every day, and that's 
the way baseball is. 

 

Despite impressive hitting from 
up and down their lineup, 
inconsistent fielding and a lack of 
pitching depth continue to plague 
the Generals, who finish the 
regular season 2-5.  After starting 
the season a promising 2-2, the 
Generals have dropped three in a 
row, losing to the Eagles 13-11, 
Black Sox 18-12, and Isotopes 9-5.   

The Generals are on pace to score 
their most runs since their back-
to-back 2008 championship 
seasons, but also will likely give 
up the most runs in franchise 
history.  Five separate players are 
on pace to finish with averages 
above .400, led by infielder 
Andrew Centineo with a slash line 
of .500/.600/.500 and an OPS of 
1.100.  Other Generals with 
impressive hitting throughout the 
season include center fielder Jerry 
Jackson (BA .467), catcher Jeff 
Eanes (.444), second baseman 
Ben Amsterdam (.429), and 
pitcher Sean Marietta (.417).  
Eanes leads the team with 10 runs 
batted in while first basemen Jeff 
Hayes has driven in nine. 

Super utility man, Joe Davis, 
leads the team in free passes, and 
left-fielder Billy Robinson, 
pitcher/infielder James Allen, Jeff 
Eanes, and Jeff Hayes have all 
played error-free ball to date.  
Sean Marietta and shortstop 
Jerome Allen have each scored 
eight runs to lead the team.  

Starting pitchers, Sean Marietta 
and James Allen, have kept the 
Generals competitive for most of 
the season.  Each maintain WHIPs 
of 2.2 or lower, but have suffered 
from poor defense behind them.  
Errors have cost each 11 unearned 
runs throughout the season.  
While showing promise, with 
limited experience, relief pitchers 
Jerome Allen, Andrew Centineo, 
and Joe Davis have struggled to 
replace ace pitchers lost in the 
offseason.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Thunder South squeaked out 
an 8-6  win over the Black Sox  for 
their fifth win of the season. 

Brett Lyons provided the game 
winning RBI and Brian Zinda 
added an insurance RBI in the 
bottom of the 8th inning to break 
the tie.  Tyler Childress slammed 
the door shut on the mound with  
a scoreless top of the ninth. 

Hitting stars for the Thunder 
South were Brett Lyons (four hits) 
and Brian Zinda (two hits). 

Generals Struggles Continue 
by Jeff Hayes 

Baseball Bits… 
Even his wedding couldn’t 
interrupt Lou Gehrig’s streak of 
2,130 consecutive games; he 
played on the day he got married. 

reprinted from 
Baseball Bits,  
by Dan Schlossberg, 
Alpha Books, Penguin 
Group, 2008 

 

Thunder South 
Gets 5th Win 
by Robert Schwier 
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Mea Culpa 
It was brought to my attention 
that part of the Redlegs article in 
Issue 1/Weeks 1-4 was missing.  
While formatting, a section of 
the article was inadvertently 
omitted.  My apologies to coach 
and author, Ron Cortese, the 
Redleg players, and the team’s 
fans.  Keep swinging! – C. Jacobs     

 

The first inning defensive lapses 
that have plagued the Isotopes in 
previous losses were not present 
in their 11-5 victory over the 
Generals at Oakton High this 
Sunday. In this game, they 
managed to get through the first 
inning unscathed while plating 
four to get the ball rolling on 
offense. 

Lewis Wharton and Nate Taran 
teamed up to fight off a Generals 
team that was resilient in their 
offensive approach.  Both 
pitchers dodged bullets in a 
couple of innings. The defense 
came up big when our backs were 
against the wall.  Lewis gave up 
four runs in four innings, leaving 
the game with a 9-4 lead.  Nate 
managed to hold the Generals to 
one tally in the final five innings 
while the Isotopes tallied single 
runs in the seventh and eighth 
innings. 

Offensively, the Isotopes were 
content to keep the line moving 
with a barrage of singles. Brett 
Nesbit and Nate Taran provided 
the only two extra-base hits of 
the contest, while Gino Noll, Raf 
Martinez, and Lewis Wharton 
chipped in with three singles a 
piece. 

 

Isotopes Overcome Defensive 
Errors to Beat Generals 
by Tommy Stokes 
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The  

Hurricane Nation! 

 

 

  

LEGENDS OF THE WEEK! 


