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Fan Cam! 

   
 
The Hot Corner! 
 
Excellent weather continues to show for Legends’ September games in Weeks 2 and 3 as teams 
start to figure out what they need to work on and who the competition is for this season.  The 
defending champs in both divisions (Nats 19+; Padres 30+) remain undefeated this season and 
continue to exert their dominance.  The diamonds have already seen some excellent baseball, so 
tell your family members, parents, children, spouses and “significant others” to come out to 
watch your games this coming week! 
 
19+ Division:  In Week 2, the Orioles and Hurricanes play an exciting 10-inning duel, while the 
Nationals take the Mavericks, the Flying Squirrels rule the roost over the Blue Hens and the 
Senators leave their visit the 30+ division victorious over the Rebels.  Week 3 showed no signs 
of the intensity letting up as the Nationals and Hurricanes clashed at SoCo, the Mavericks and 
Blue Hens notch their first victories over the Isotopes and Senators respectively and Orioles and 
Squirrels play a close one down to the last pitch.   
 
30+ Division:  In Week 2, The Padres, Redlegs, Firefighters and the Cards all bring a “W” home 
for their squads, while in Week 3, the Eagles and Expos reverse their fortunes and chalk up a 
victory as well.   
 
Contacting the League office for the Commish’s famed early season predictions yielded no 
answers:  “It’s too close to call in both divisions!”  You’ll just have to come out to the ballpark 
and see for yourselves!  Looking forward to those Pfitzner (Nationals) Stadium games! 



Legends of the Week!  
 
19+ Division:   
 
Week 2:  The Flying Squirrels’ Blair Delean keeps accumulating the hardware for his pitching 
efforts with 10 strikeouts in the Squirrels victory over the Blue Hens.  The Hurricanes’ Mike 
Romano, rookie David Kellmel and rookie Nick Dean put on a clinic of clutch back-to-back 
hitting to plate 2 important runs in the bottom of the 9th inning to avoid a loss to the Orioles. 
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Week 3:  The Nationals pitcher Bobby Schweir shuts down the Hurricanes in their bid for a 
second late game comeback, allowing no hits and no earned runs in his closing stint, while the 
Flying Squirrels’ Aaron Aggen went 3-for-3 with a triple and 4 runs scored (half the team total 
in their 1-run victory). 
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30+ Division:   
 
Week 2:  The Redleg’s Greg "The Stud" Fowler and Vic "G-Man" Gorman for their final 
inning heroics and textbook “single-steal-second-then-RBIsingle-to-win” to convert a single into 
the winning run (honorable mention also to Fowler for a fantastic diving catch in foul territory 
earlier in the game as well). 
 

  
Greg makes it to 3rd, and Vic celebrating the hit! 
 
Week 3  The Eagles Dom DiFatta threw two quality pitching outings in successive weeks to 
earn him his first LOTW, while putting up some key RBI’s in the first victory for the expansion 
Eagles! 
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Make someone’s week on your team!  Nominate them for “Legend of the Week” and send a 
picture!  Everyone has that one ‘break out’ game where they were the magic for your team, win 
or lose.  Recognize them with a shout out in the Commish Corner!  Please remember to send 
along a photo of your nominated player if you can! 



 
Other Action! 
 

 

 
Out at the plate! Out at first! 

 
 

Nice Play! Safe at home! 

 

 
“oh o, did I just get picked off?!” “Whew, no – would not have heard the end of it!!” 
 



Team Game Summaries 
Game reports by the managers. Photos are courtesy of “The Commish” or Legends League 
photographers unless credits otherwise given 
 

  
The Flying Squirrels (19+) 
 
Week 2 vs. Blue Hens  
 
The Flying Squirrels matched up with the Blue Hens on a beautiful Sunday at South County 
High School. Hopes of a quick game to get home to watch NFL opening Sunday were nixed in 
the bottom of the 1st when walks became the theme as the Squirrels scored 4 runs on no hits and 
4 walks with some very aggressive base running. Squirrels starting pitcher and Legend-of-the-
week nominee Blair Delean was his usual self, registering 10 strikeouts while giving up 2 runs 
over 5 innings. The game was close for most of the day after the Hens scored 2 in the 3rd inning 
to bring the score to 4-2. The issue for the Blue Hens’ pitchers was throwing strikes as the Flying 
Squirrels drew 16 walks and had 1 hit batsman. In the bottom of the 6th the Squirrels strung 
together 5 walks, a HBP and a hit to score another 4 runs to extend the lead to 8-2. In the bottom 
of the 7th the Squirrels were able to tack on 2 more insurance runs on a couple hits and a walk. 
Flying Squirrels relievers were able to shut down the Hens in the 6th and 7th innings in what 
proved to be enough as the 3 hour drop dead rule was enforced in the top of the 8th.  The Flying 
Squirrels move to 2-0 in a sloppy 10-2 victory where patience at the plate was the key.  
 
Week 3 vs. Orioles 
 
The Flying Squirrels took on the expansion Orioles early Sunday morning in what turned out to 
be a terrific, back-and-forth contest. The Squirrels were able to get on the board in the top of the 
1st after their leadoff batter and Legend-of-the-Week nominee Aaron Aggen singled and scored 
on a sacrifice fly, Aaron finished up 3-for-3 with a triple and 4 runs scored. In the bottom of the 
first, the Orioles proved their worth by getting to the ever steady Flying Squirrels starter Blair 
Delean for 2 runs on 1 hit and a Squirrels error. After the first inning, Blair righted the ship and 
shut down the Orioles from the 2nd through the 5th innings allowing just one more hit. The 
Squirrels took a 5-2 lead into the bottom of the 6th inning, as reliever Justin Britt took the 
mound. The Orioles strung together patient at bats drawing 3 walks and getting 3 big hits as the 
only thing that was able to stop the bleeding was the 4 run limit and the Orioles took a 6-5 lead. 
The persistent Squirrels battled back and scored 3 in the top of the 7th with more great hitting by 
Aaron A., Blair D., and Britt. Britt was able to compose himself in the bottom of the 7th, 
allowing only one run to cling to a 8-7 lead. After a questionable call on the back end of the 
double play robbed the Squirrels of 2 insurance runs in the top of the 8th, they headed to the 
bottom of the 8th (what was deemed to be the last due to time constraints) with just a 1 run lead. 
After striking out the first batter, Britt worked around a 1 out single and a walk to induce a pop 
up, with 2 on and 2 out, Britt came up with a huge strikeout to end the game.  This was probably 
the most exciting game I have played in in now my 3rd season in Legends, the quality of this 
league is improving every weekend. 



 

  
The Hurricanes (19+) 
 
WEEK 2 vs. Orioles 
 
Wow.  What a game.  There’s just something about close, low run ballgames that really makes 
the game worth playing.  The Orioles and Canes met on a beautiful Sunday morning at Lee High 
School to square off in a match-up of one of the original Legends 19+ teams against the newest 
addition to the division.  Word on the street was that the Orioles had a good hitting lineup, so the 
Canes threw everything they had at them, starting with rookie sensation Nick Dean who held the 
Orioles scoreless for 4 innings, backed up by some excellent defense at third and short by 
Legends rookies Josh Bender and David Kellmel respectively.   
 
The Canes got on the board first in the bottom of the first with some small ball when manager 
Greg Budnik walked, took second on a wild pitch and third on a fielder’s choice, then scored on 
a sacrifice fly.  That slim lead held until the 5th inning, when the Orioles put two up on the board 
with a key single with 2nd and 3rd occupied and two outs. 
 
After the Orioles added an insurance run in the 7th and bought in their closer, time was running 
out for the Canes, whose run production against top teams has been lower the past year than their 
2011 heydays of back-to-back championships.  With 1 out in the bottom of the 9th, down by 2 
runs, closer Mike Romano hit a big double, followed by rookie David Kellmel with another 
double, scoring Romano.  Kellmel swiped third and put himself in position to score when Nick 
Dean lined up shot off the hole in the mound (would have been a beautiful run-scoring single 
otherwise).  Dean was thrown out, but gets the big RBI when Kellmel scored the tying run while 
the ball was still floating in the air above the mound! 
 
The game went so fast that we were able to get a 10th inning in to try to break the tie and thanks 
to Josh Bender’s stepping up on a day he wasn’t slated to pitch, he put the Orioles went down in 
order.  Credit also goes to the Orioles pitching who stopped the Canes in a number of innings, 
including the bottom of the 10th with bases loaded and 2 outs.  What a game! 
 
Week 3 vs. Nationals 
 
With both teams missing some key players, the much vaunted matchup between the Canes and 
the Nationals didn’t feature as many hits that the two teams normally put up, but one only needs 
to look back to 2012 and the exciting games these two teams played in the past to know it would 
still be a helluva game.  And for that it lived up to expectations. 
 
Honorable mention to Nick Dean and Mike Romano for solid pitching performances before the 
Canes let the pressure of the matchup get to them in the bottom of the 7th inning, allowing the 
Nats that one big inning that put the game out of reach.  Unable to hit the Nats tough closer 
(Schweir, Jr.), the Canes had to settle for their next chance against the Nats in the playoffs!



 

 
 
The Nationals (19+) 
 
WEEK 2 vs. Mavericks 
 
What another exciting day for Legends Baseball! With Manager Rich Goad out of town, Kevin 
Mallon and Chris Herald guided the Nationals to another victory. The Nationals continued their 
winning way, beating the Mavericks 13-6.  The Nationals finished the day with 13 Runs on 12 
Hits, while accepting 13 BB’s.  Nats pitching gave up 6 Runs on 9 hits while walking 5. 
 
Hitting stars of the day were Ryan Easterly, staying perfect again this week going 2-for-2, with a 
run scored, 2 BB’s, 1 SB and 3 RBI’s.  Close behind Ryan were two old time Nationals:  Curtis 
Caram and Kevin Mallon - each going 2-for-4, with Curtis knocking in 2 RBI’s. Six other 
Nationals added a hit, with Andrew Goad and Tom Blazek adding another 2 RBI’s each. 
However the Nationals really didn't get going in the game until Roger Laing came up and 
smashed a line drive down the line just foul and then fought off a tough new Maverick pitcher 
for a few more pitches before lining a hard line drive shot up the middle to spark the Nationals 
hitting. Way to step up Roger! Welcome back to the Nats! 
 
The Nationals pitching did well again this week. Starting pitcher Andrew Goad threw 2 strong 
innings, giving up only 1 earned run, however tired a little in the 3rd inning and gave up 4 more 
runs. Acting Manager Kevin Mallon stuck with Andrew through a rough 3rd inning, then in the 
4th inning, turned the ball over to Ryan Easterly who kept the Mavericks guessing for several 
innings. He finished the last 5 innings of the game, allowing only 1 run on 3 hits, 1 BB, and 7 
K’s. With his pitching and hitting this week, Ryan was nominated for Legend of the Week for 
the Nationals.  
 
 

  
The Senators (19+) 
 
Coach Wayne Stevens again could not be reached for comment.  Questions continue to swirl 
around the Senators locker room door with one report of Manager Stevens talking at length to a 
BigHead cardboard cut-out of Harmon Killebrew, asking for advice on how to get a division 
win. 
 
 



 

 
    

The Eagles  (30+) 
 
WEEK 2 vs. Padres 
 
The fledgling Eagles started to spread their wings against the defending champion and always 
strong Padres in the home opener of the season in Lorton.  In only their second game as 
a team the Eagles had the winning run on first in last inning and took what manager Codi Dudley 
considers a moral win coming up short to the Padres 5-3! 
 
Highlight for the Eagles was a 5-inning, 6 strike out pitching performance allowing only 3 runs 
and 5 hits by Dom DiFatta against the Padres.  David (Shoeless Joe Jackson) Hays, who really 
completely tore out of his spikes and finished the game with one sneaker and one spike, came in 
to allow only 2 more runs and 4 hits closing the game on the bump.  Offensively, Robert Danels 
went 2-3 with 2 RBI at the plate, and Leo (Pigpen) FitzHarris added the team’s first triple.   
 
Without 2 terrific plays by the outfield, Andrew Clevenger would have gone 3-3 at the plate but 
had to settle for a single last inning hit that kept the last drive alive for the Eagles.  Carlos Torres 
and Robert Danels also added the team’s first stolen bases which is significant given we were 
just trying to settle into playing baseball as a team.  As coach Jennifer Hammond put it 
yesterday, "we are ready to take off the training wheels and do all we can now to get some 
wins".  The team has already exceeded expectations taking the Padres to the last inning and we 
look forward to improving every game the rest of the season.  Congrats to the Padres for the 
great game, and thanks to the umpires who commented that we had really improved from the 
first week.   
 
Week 3 vs. Firefighters 
 
The Eagles put up an early explosion of runs, and then held off a steady comeback from the 
always tough Firefighters to hold on for their first Legends win 10-6 Sunday at Lee High 
School.  The offense was fueled by doubles and 2 RBI each by David Hays, Dom DiFatta, and 
Dom Tripodi.  DiFatta, Andrew Clevenger and Ruben Campos had 2 hits each for the day as the 
Eagles had their best offensive day of the season.  DiFatta also pitched an exemplary 5 innings 
allowing only 2 earned runs with 6 strike outs.  
 
The Eagles coaching staff was also very happy with the team’s defensive performance.  "We 
were stymied by the Firefighters pitching for the middle innings and really had to keep them at 
bay or they would have made a total comeback" says Coach Codi Dudley.  "I know they are a 
good team and knew they wouldn't go down easily, but our good defensive efforts allowed us to 
keep the lead from what our early offense generated".  It was a well played game by both teams, 
and a great afternoon to be playing ball.  The Eagles were so enthusiastic, a number of the 
players even stayed to get some batting practice in after the game and can't wait for next week’s 
game!   



 
 
 
 

 
The Redlegs (30+) 
 
Week 2 vs. Expos 
 
In yet another epic finish with this rivalry, the Redlegs top the Expos 10 to 9.  This was a close, 
well played game that could have gone to either side, but it looked like the Redlegs put it away 
with 3-runs in the 8th to take a 9-5 lead into the final frame.  But it was the Expos that stunned 
with a huge 4-run rally that tie the game 9-9 with the Redlegs coming to bat in the bottom of the 
9th! 
 
Greg "The Stud" Fowler lead off and reached on an infield single.  After a nail bitting at bat by 
Curt "Pops" Swift, who struck out, "The Stud" made his move and swiped second to but himself 
in scoring position. 
 
Vic "G-Man" Gorman had the decisive blow by slashing a single to left to score Fowler for the 
Walk Off Victory!  Redlegs 10  Expos 9. 
 
Legends of the Week nominees are Gorman and Fowler, who also made a fantastic diving catch 
in foul territory earlier in the game. 
 
Coach Petrocelli could not be reached for comment after the Week 3 game, reportedly 
immediately leaving the field with Commish Ron to travel to Fenway Park for inspiration for 
Week 4. 
 
 

  
The Rebels (30+) 
 
Manager Tim Sara could not be reached for comment after either game the last two weeks as he 
was reportedly visiting a local yogi for spiritual enlightenment and insight on how to end up with 
more runs than his opponent after the final inning of the game. 
 



 
The Explorers (30+) 
   
Week 2 vs. Firefighters 
 
A slow start by the Explorers combined with excellent hitting and pitching by the Firefighters 
equals a loss for the Explorers. 
 
 

 
The Firefighters (30+) 
 
Week 2 vs. Explorers 
 
The Firefighters came out ready to play even though they had only 10 players. With new faces 
on the team we seem to play like we have been playing together for years. Not sure how we 
would fare against the Explorers since they had more players and were a longstanding good 
team.  Our team was surprised with all the Firefighters coming out and making contact having 
not played in years.  It was a great game and both teams hit the ball well! The big surprise was a 
BALK call that no one knew was illegal. Turns out a pitcher can't fake to 3rd base and go first 
anymore. Who knew? 
 
Editor’s note:  See “Umpires Corner” (next page) for more on this new interpretation of a balk 
call, as well as when it is and when it is not a balk - and other interesting balk rules!  Test 
yourself and see how many you know!



 

 
Umpires Corner! 
 
So you think you know what a balk is, huh? 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
Everyone likes to call a balk when they see one – or THINK they see one – right?  Well, let’s test 
your rules knowledge!  A balk, as we all know, is a penalty charged against a pitcher for 
deviating from the legal pitching motion while a runner is on base. It can occur either on a pitch 
or on a throw to a base during a pick-off. 
 
Everyone knows a few of the balk rules, but how many can you actually name?  There are 16 by 
our count.  Yep … 16.  Just to make it a little more interesting, we listed them on the next page 
(instead of below) so you can ponder your knowledge for a moment before flipping to the next 
page!  SO WHAT’S THE CALL?    
 
ANSWER:  The ball is dead.  Baserunners are awarded one base. 
 
How did you do?  See next page for a summary of all the balks possible!  We’ve also included a 
clarification on one now infamous pickoff move that’s, for the most part, now a balk. 
 
 
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegends.com  
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How a pitcher can commit a balk 
 

 
1. Switches his pitching stance from the windup position to the set position (or vice versa) 

without properly disengaging the rubber; 
2. When going from the stretch to the set position, fails to pitch; 
3. Throws from the rubber to a base without stepping toward (gaining distance in the 

direction of) that base (the now outlawed “fake-to-3rd- pick-to-1st” move is covered 
under this rule). * 

4. Throws from the rubber to a base where there is no runner and no possibility of a play; 
5. Steps or feints from the rubber to first base without completing the throw; 
6. Pitches a quick return pitch, that is, intending to catch the batter off-guard; 
7. Pitches or mimics a part of his pitching motion while not in contact with the rubber; 
8. Drops the ball while on the rubber; (yeah … it happens) 
9. After a feint or throw to a base from the rubber, fails to disengage the rubber before 

reengaging and pitching; 
10.   After beginning to pitch, interrupts his pitching motion; 
11.   Begins to pitch while catcher is out of catcher's box when giving an intentional walk; 
12.  While pitching, removes his pivot foot from the pitching rubber, except to pivot; 
13.   Inordinately delays the game; 
14.   Pitches while facing away from the batter; 
15.   After bringing his hands together on the rubber, separates them except in making a 

pitch or a throw; 
16.   Stands on or astride the rubber without the ball, or mimics a pitch without the ball 

 
So here’s to pitchers … for being the most regulated defensive player on the field!   

Even if they didn’t know it! 
 

 
 
* Clarification on the “third-to-first” pickoff move – because it’s not ALWAYS a balk, guys:   
 
MLB 8.05(c) The pitcher, while touching his plate, fails to step directly toward a base before throwing to that base;   
 
MLB comment on Rule 8.05(c) Rule requires the pitcher, while touching his plate, to step directly toward a base 
before throwing to that base. If a pitcher turns or spins off of his free foot without actually stepping or if he turns his 
body and throws before stepping, it is a balk. A pitcher is to step directly toward a base before throwing to that base 
but does not require him to throw (except to first base only) because he steps. It is possible, with runners on first and 
third, for the pitcher to step toward third and not throw, merely to bluff the runner back to third; then seeing the 
runner on first start for second, turn and step toward and throw to first base. This is legal (emphasis added). 
However, if, with runners on first and third, the pitcher, while in contact with the rubber, steps toward third and 
then immediately and in practically the same motion, wheels and throws to first base, it is obviously an attempt to 
deceive the runner at first base, and in such a move it is practically impossible to step directly toward first base 
before the throw to first base, and such a move shall be called a balk. Of course, if the pitcher steps off the rubber 
and then makes such a move, it is not a balk. 
 
 


