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Fan Cam! 
 

   
           
The Hot Corner! 
 
Beautiful weather for the first five weeks of the season sees the fan base expanding as more and 
more families, children, spouses and “significant others” come out to watch some great baseball 
being played by both divisions as we head into June and the playoffs! 
 
19+ Division:  The Senators and the Flying Squirrels dominate the first half of the season, 
leaving the Nationals, Hurricanes, Mavericks and Thunder chasing them as both top teams look 
to secure their first Legends crown! 
 
30+ Division:  The Padres and the Rebels continue an undefeated march into the playoffs as the 
Rebels look to avenge their narrow loss in last season’s finals to those same defending champion 
Padres, while the Padres look to put a capital “D” on the word ‘dynasty’!  The Redlegs look for 
their first win as the Expos and Explorers vie for playoff seeding with the Firefighters! 
 
Who will take advantage of the final “moving days” of the regular season?  If you know 
someone who would enjoy seeing a game, invite them to come out and watch your game!  The 
exciting moments of many of the games of the first half of the season are captured below, so 
check it out along with the “Heroes of the Spring” (the Legends of the Week for April and May)! 
 



Action Shots! 
 

  
“I GOT IT!!” Chin music! 

  
Rocket #1! Rocket #2! 

  
“SAFE!” “OUT!” 

 



Legends of the Week for the first half of the season!  
 
19+ Division   
 
WEEK 1:  The Flying Squirrel’s Blair Delean hits an absolute monster HR at lengthy South 
County Secondary left field. 
 
WEEK 2:  The Hurricanes’ Will Glover hits a two-run walk-off double in the bottom of the 9th 
to win it 9-8.  Can you say “clutch”? 
 
WEEK 3:  The Nationals’ starting pitcher Rich Goad holds the opposition to 1 earned run in 5 
innings pitched, as well as contributing with hits later in the game to preserve his team’s victory. 
 
WEEK 4:  The Flying Squirrel’s Ryon Saenz strokes a walk-off single to win the game for the 
Squirrels. 
 
WEEK 5:  The Hurricanes’ Brad Michie hits in one third of his team’s runs (3 RBI’s) in another 
walk-off win for the Canes against the first place Senators. 
 
30+ Division   
 
WEEK 1:  The Redlegs’ Ron “The Commish” Cortese belted out a 3-for-3 day at the plate, 
including one that just missed leaving the park, and scored 3 runs for his squad. 
 
WEEK 2:  No nominations in the 30+ Division this week. 
 
WEEK 3:  The Cardinals’ Gerry Britt for his continual pursuit of being … Gerry Britt.  And for 
sucking it up and being a sportsmanlike guy when he got screwed by the wrong call made by the 
umps (see “Umpire’s Corner” at the end of the newsletter). 
 
WEEK 4:  No nominations in the 30+ Division this week. 
 
WEEK 5:  The Rebel’s Scott Day has a big 5 RBI day, including a triple and strong pitching to 
seal the victory for the Rebs. 
 
 
Make someone’s week on your team!  Nominate them for “Legend of the Week”!  Everyone has 
that one ‘break out’ game where they were the magic for your team, win or lose.  Recognize 
them with a shout out in the Commish Corner! 
 
Please remember to send along a photo of your nominated player if you can! 
 
 



 
Team Game Summaries 
Game reports by the managers. Photos are courtesy of “The Commish” or Legends League 
photographers unless credits otherwise given 
 
 

  
The Flying Squirrels 
 
Week 1 vs Hurricanes 
 
Game 1 is in the books. The Flying Squirrels came out in strong fashion with a few base hits and 
a 1st inning homerun from Blair Delean. They got strong pitching performances across the board 
from the likes of Jeff Miller, Billy Rathburn, Logan Willman, and Justin Britt. The Squirrels took 
advantage of some errors by the Hurricanes and used timely hitting and solid defense to propel 
their way to a 14-7 victory against the scrappy Hurricanes who put some pressure on in the late 
innings. It was a great day for baseball and both teams enjoyed the opportunity to get back in 
action and both look primed for some good seasons. 
 
Week 2 vs Senators 
 
The Flying Squirrels battled the Senators on Sunday in what was a pitchers duel for much of the 
game. The Squirrels broke out to a 1-0 lead in the first inning but couldn't hold on and a few key 
errors and missed opportunities in the middle innings left the Senators protecting a tenuous 5-3 
lead until the 8th when more defensive lapses on the Squirrels part allowed the Sens to put three 
insurance runs on the board. This was a good baseball game with few free passes issued by the 
pitchers and a lot of nice defensive plays on both sides. The Squirrels didn't bring their bats like 
they did on their first matchup of the season with only one solid hit coming from Justin Britt 
which he smashed down the left field line for a hard single. This looks like a playoff rematch 
waiting to happen...and the Squirrels will be looking for sweet revenge. 
 
Week 3 vs Thunder 
 
The Flying Squirrels took on the Thunder on a brisk April morning. The Squirrels' solid defense 
and outstanding pitching by Blair Delean and Justin Britt allowed only 5 hits en route to a 10-0 
shutout victory. The Squirrels bounced back from a rough day at the plate last week and put up 
15 hits against an undermanned Thunder squad. The Squirrels put up 1 run in the 1st inning and 
4 runs in the 2nd and 3rd innings. After tacking on 1 more run in the 4th, the bats went quiet, but 
the Thunder still couldn't get past the stellar pitching and flawless defense. The Flying Squirrels 
look to use this error-free outing as a building block for the rest of the season. 
 



Week 4 vs Mavericks 
 
The Flying Squirrels took on the Mavericks on a drizzly day at Hellwig park. The Squirrels 
started off pretty sluggish defensively and it was apparent that they put last week’s errorless 
effort way behind them. By the end of the 5th, the Mavericks had a commanding 7-2 lead. In the 
top of the 6th, the Squirrels' bats came alive and tacked on the maximum 4 runs in an inning 
where the limit saved the day for the Mavericks. As the clock was ticking down the 8th inning 
was deemed to be the last, the score stood at 7-6 when the Squirrels came to bat. A key 1 out 
single by Tom Anklewich tied the game at 7 all. After a passed ball advanced the runner and an 
error, the Squirrels had runners on 1st and 2nd with 2 outs. Another huge hit by Squirrels 1st 
baseman Ryon Saenz scored the go-ahead run and the Squirrels improved to 3-1 in walk-off 
fashion.  
 
Week 5 (doubleheader vs Nationals and Firefighters) 
 
GAME 1:  In the first game of the Squirrels doubleheader, they locked horns with a good 
Nationals squad. The Squirrels jumped out to an early lead thanks to an RBI single from the 
scorching hot 1B Ryon Saenz. The score shifted back and forth throughout the middle innings as 
the Nationals produced several threats on the strength of their solid hitting performance. With the 
Squirrels leading 8-7, Logan Willman managed to shutdown the Nats in the top of the ninth 
inducing a ground ball to the Squirrels third basemen Jon Gillam who threw to first for the final 
out. It was a battle of two evenly matched teams and was a cleanly played game but for a few 
errors caused by the treacherous field at Hellwig Park. 
 
GAME 2:  The Flying Squirrels picked up where they left off in game 2 of their double header, 
scoring 6 runs in the first 3 innings. The Squirrels found their pitching depth to be key as clutch 
performances from Jeff Miller, Jon Gillam, Curtis Nadeau, and Bill Rathburn combined to only 
give up 1 run to a reeling FireFighters squad. Flying Squirrels first baseman Ryon Saenz stayed 
scorching with a 5-5 game including a double and 4 RBIs, giving him a 7 of 8 day at the plate 
over 2 games. Squirrels are now looking ahead to two early morning matchups to finish the 
regular season on a high note. 
 



  
The Senators 
 
Week 2 vs Flying Squirrels 
 
Strong pitching again by DJ Phillips, Joe Strange, Chris Scott and closer Andrew Chaconas, only 
giving up a total of 6 hits.  The Senators bats went 11-for-32 4db's and drew 4 BB's.  The bat is 
still hot for Chris Scott and with pitching 2 strong innings, he was the Senators player of the 
week, with an Honorable Mention go to closer Andrew Chaconas (who, when pitching, had the 
opposition standing in the dugout!). 
 

   
Fan Spirit Award for Week 2 goes to the Senators’ fans, who showed up 
dressed, of course, as Senators, then congratulated “real” Senator DJ Phillips on the win! 
 



  
The Hurricanes 
 
WEEK 1 vs Flying Squirrels 
 
Getting the rust off only partially, the Canes’ fielding, pitching and hitting was in definite spring 
training form and a young, talented Squirrels team took it to the past league champions right out 
of the gate.  The latter innings of the game saw some sparks with the offense, but by then the gap 
was too much to overcome.  Credit to the Squirrels for giving us a great game and love the cool 
name! 
 
WEEK 2 vs Mavericks 
 
An excellent game for all the fans who came out (a record)!  Mavs bring it strong, maintaining 
lead throughout game, but Canes come back in the bottom of the 9th inning to win in dramatic 
fashion on a 2-RBI hit by Legends rookie Will Glover after closer Mike Romano shut out the 
Mavs the final 3 innings. Legend of the Week nod to Will Glover for his walk-off heroics! 
 
WEEK 3 vs Nationals 
 
The anticipation of a big rematch of the 2012 Spring Championship game was in the air and the 
the first three innings proved to be worthy of all that hype.  Both teams’ senior pitchers (Rich 
Goad for the Nationals and Greg Budnik for the Canes) kept the younger hitters off balance, with 
Budnik setting down the first seven batters of a hard-hitting Nationals lineup in order and Goad 
only allowing one earned run.  After that solid start though, the Canes slipped back into that 
spring training look of Week 1 with poor defense and anemic offense, leaving them on the losing 
end of a 12-3 decision. 
 
WEEK 4 vs Thunder 
 
The Canes bounce back from a rough Game 3 loss by tightening up the defense and making good 
contact at bat this week.  Stong offense led by Legends rookies Brad Michie (4-for-6, 2 RBI) and 
Frank Manganello (2-for-4, BB, ROE, 2 RBI) and veterans Mark Summa (2-for-4, BB, 2 RBI) 
and Shane Pacheco (reached base all 5 AB).  The defense made the routine plays to hold the 
Thunder while pichers John Dean, Greg Budnik (5 IP, 1 ER) and Matt Hitzelberg combined for 
the victory.  Back to .500 ball! 
 
WEEK 5 vs Senators 
 
Though the game was not necessarily best described as "playoff grade", the entire game was 
evenly played (for better or for worse) from the first inning to the last.  At no time was either 
team ahead by more than a run or two the entire game and going into the last inning, the Senators 
held the edge.  But with the home advantage, the Hurricanes managed to scratch a few runs off 
the tough Senators lefty relievers and ultimately (and literally) walked off with the victory in an 
exciting play at the plate with 2 outs which could have gone either way. 



So many other contributions were made in the game that also saw the first return to the mound 
for Alex Budnik since last spring, but special shout outs go to Legends rookie Brad Michie, who 
put up three big RBI's in a break-out day for him at bat, to Will Glover for strong work behind 
the plate and scoring the walk-off run and veteran John Dean's final inning double to set himself 
up to score the tying run in that same inning.  Mike Romano pitched four strong innings to hold 
the Senators at bay, chalking up a win for his record, while the Canes "Cardiac Kids" came back 
to pull it out in the bottom of the final inning for the second time this season! 
 

       
The Hurricane’s four rookies!  From left to right:  Will “Walk Off” Glover, closer Mike 
Romano, Frank Manganello and Brad Michie 
 



 

  
The Cardinals 
 
Week 3 vs Mavericks 
 
The annual new-look Cardinals (the wheels on the bus go round and round...) had their act 
together against the young'uns at Hellwig Park, playing hard, tough, competitive (round and 
round) baseball. Through 6 innings (round and round) the Cards were behind (the wheels on the 
bus) by only 3 runs. But things got bad after that (fall off in the 7th, off in the 7th, off in the 7th), 
as every dink found a hole and every blast found a gap and when the dust cleared it was a 2-
touchdown game.  
 
Despite the loss, the Gas House Gang remains confident of forging a championship caliber team. 
Assuming they can find a co-ed softball league to play in. And convince Buzz to grow a ponytail 
and wear booty shorts. Until then, the Cards will tinker and tweak and enjoy baseball in the 
sunshine until it's time to break a top-seeded team's heart in June.  
 
Cardinal Sins: Rob "Friar" Tucker and the Two Jeffs had two hits apiece. Jason "Fatboy Slim" 
Rajqqerftgscdvfdzwjrjsski pitched well despite having a defense sponsored by Kwikrete Gloves. 
New player Andrew...something or other, I forget...brought a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 
No, for real: all wrapped up in foil, pulled it out of a little paper bag with his name on it. We 
made sure he ate his baby carrots and fruit cup, too. Friar Tucker also tossed a good 5 innings 
and scored two runs. There were more highlights worth mentioning, but I can't recall any of them 
right now.  
 



 

  
The Rebels 
 
Week 1 vs Redlegs 
 
After falling behind 6-1 after two frames, Rebels brought in pitching relief to quiet Redlegs bats 
while waking up with their own hitting.  Rebels amassed 13 hits including four triples but also 
made productive at-bats with five sacrifice flies to score runners. Kudos to newcomer Sean, 
who after an early game baserunning blunder (do they have to tag up on popups in softball..?), 
made up for it not only with a single but with a bases-clearing triple in the sixth.  Solid defense 
for an Opening Day game helped Rebels relievers Day and Narins shut down any further 
Redlegs threat. 
 
Week 4 vs Firefighters 
 
Rebels needed a 5-run 8th inning in order to withstand a final onslaught by the Firefighters who 
scored 4 runs in the top of 9th.  Rebels matched good pitching with the Firefighters but 
committed costly errors to allow a close game. Firefighters starter kept Rebels bats quiet over 1st 
5 frames. Key late inning hits by Ricky Ricardo, Famous Dray, Ty, Jeff Lerner and Dave Narins 
put the Rebels ahead for good allowing them to stay undefeated in the early season. 
 
Week 5 vs Explorers 
 
After battling the Explorers 5-5 after first 4 innings, Rebels bats broke out with home runs by 
Scott Day, who had also tripled in the 1st, and Cletus Woterson, who blasted a shot over left 
field wall that was never in doubt.  Day ended the game with 5 RBI’s. Austin continued to show 
his hitting prowess by drilling a 2-run double down the left field line. As usual, great defense in 
the outfield by Cletus and Sean, and lights out pitching by Dave Narins and Scott Day shut down 
the opponent's offense. 
 



 

 
The Redlegs 
 
Week 1 vs Rebels 
 
The Redlegs jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the 1st inning, and put up another 2 in the 2nd.  
Unfortunately, they couldn't keep the rallies going after that.  The Rebels bats were quiet at first, 
but they got it going in the 4th, putting up 4 runs.  They also put up 4 runs in the 5th and another 
4 in the 6th, leaving the ‘Legs on the losing end of a 15 to 8 decision.  Special Welcome to the 
new Redlegs:  Greg, Parker and Mark!! 
 
Notable batting performances in the losing cause: 
 
Ron C.   3-3, 2B (almost HR!), 3 Runs, BB, SB 
Rob H.   3-4, 2B, 2RBI, K 
Kirk C.   2-3, RBI, Sac-F, K 
Parker   2-3, 3B 
 

     
Redlegs Bobby Bumiller and Nelson Taveras       Taveras showing off his “true love” 
signing autographs in parking lot after game 
 



 

Umpires Corner! 
 
Can you strike out without swinging, on a pitch that isn’t over the plate?  
You make the call. 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
Count:  2 balls, 2 strikes.  Runner on first, one out.  The pitcher fires an inside fast ball, not over 
the plate and above the letters of the batter’s jersey, which the batter checks his swing on after 
deciding the pitch will not be a strike.  However, the ball inadvertently just barely touches the bat 
after the check swing is complete and goes directly into the catcher’s mitt (not up in the air first) 
who reached up to catch the pitch.  The runner, who was stealing on the pitch, is now at second 
as the catcher was in no position to make a play on the runner. WHAT’S THE CALL?  Editor’s 
note: A play very similar to this happened in a Legends game this season.  Suffice it to say not everyone 
knew how to handle it, including the umpire. ;) 
 
ANSWER:  This is a “foul tip” situation.  MLB Rules 2.00 define a FOUL TIP as “a batted ball 
that goes sharp and direct from the bat to the catcher’s hands and is legally caught.  It is not a 
foul tip unless caught and any foul tip that is caught is a strike, and the ball is in play. It is not a 
catch if it is a rebound, unless the ball has first touched the catcher’s glove or hand”.  In the 
above situation, whether or not the batter intended to offer/swing at the pitch is immaterial.  
Anytime a pitch hits the bat, it is a batted ball, whether the batter was intentionally swinging or 
not - even if he is ducking away from a pitch.  Therefore, the contact of the ball to the bat makes 
the above situation a “batted ball”.  Since the ball went “sharp and direct” into the catcher’s 
glove and was legally caught, by definition the pitch is a strike, even though the ball did not 
cross the plate or the batter make a complete swing at the pitch.  The batter is out, as it is a third 
strike, and the ball is live, so the stolen base stands and the runner remains at second base, with 
now two outs. 
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegends.com  
 
 
------------------------------ 
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