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Fan Cam! 
 

           
The definition of “highly committed” Legends fans! 
 
The Hot Corner! 
 
With only the two weeks remaining in the season, the Cards, Explorers, Firefighters and 
Mavericks all see the end of their playoff run this past Sunday.  We now look to the eight 
remaining teams to see who will prevail in this week’s semi-final games for a chance at the Fall 
crown. 
 
19+ Division:  Will the hitting juggernaut they call the Nationals do better than their pro 
“protégés” in the playoffs?  The Thunder made it to the Championship last year, but can they 
find the consistency that’s eluded them since?  The Senators clearly have the talent, but will they 
show up with it and claim a spot in the big show by beating the perennially tough Hurricanes 
who’ve dominated the past four regular seasons in 19+, including three consecutive wins in the 
semi-finals since 2011. 
 
30+ Division:  Will the undefeated Padres maintain that “goose egg” in the loss column to be 
able to play for a reclamation of their 2010-2011 dynasty (yes – we used the “D” word!) or will 
the Rebels pull the upset of the season and avenge their September loss to the Pads?  The cardiac 
kids of the Redlegs seem to relish the chance to play either of them in the Championship but 
have to get past a surging Expos squad (on a five game win streak, having lost only in Week 2) 
to do so. 
 
Good stuff!  No wonder Legends is THE league to be in, no matter what age or skill level! 



 
 
Legend of the Week!  
 
The Explorers’ Akil Barlow belted his second home run in as many games, while going 4-for-4 
in a hard-fought game against the Expos, earning him “Legend of the Week” honors! 
 
 
Game Reports! 
Game reports by the managers. Photos courtesy of “The Commish” unless credits otherwise given 

EXPLORERS at EXPOS:  10-8 

After the Explorers fell behind 8-3 through the first four frames, Kevin J. and Bruce 
(pitching with a broken nose!) did great work on the hill to hold the Expos to just two 
runs through their final four innings at the plate, while the Explorers chipped away at the deficit.  
A three-run Explorer rally in the 6th inning (keyed by Fred Lewis' 2-run single) that could've 
been even bigger, was instead cut short on one of the season's more bizarre and 
controversial plays*:  With Lewis aboard, cleanup man Akil Barlow lined a single to left as the 
base umpire called "Balk!" and raised his arms wide.  Barlow, who had remained in the batter's 
box, was then called out on the ol', rarely-witnessed 7-6-3 play, after seeing what every Explorer 
queried presumed as a dead-ball signal -- which should've obviated the need to run to first base.  
"Maybe the ump was practicing the 'YMCA'", offered one Explorer.  "Aw, I think he was tired 
and just wanted to stretch a little," quipped another.  Although Lewis, who started from second, 
was awarded the plate, the Expos' heads-up relay to first ended the inning.  Akil wasn't done, 
however, monster-mashing a solo homer to left in the top of the 9th for his second circuit clout in 
as many weeks.  The Explorers’ Kevin J. (2-for-3) and Matt (2-for-4) had multiple hits to 
complement Barlow's 4-for-4 day, but bases were hard to come by for the lineup as a whole, as 
the Expos pitchers racked up 12 strikeouts in a game their team ultimately played well enough to 
win, and did.  
 
Nominating Explorers' catcher Akil Barlow for "Legend of the Week," or at least an honorable 
mention.  He shook off being the victim of the "balk-single-7-6-3" putout * (no other way to 
describe it, really) to belt his second home run in as many games while going 4-for-4 in a hard-
fought defeat.    
 
* Editor:  see “Umpire’s Corner” at the end of this newsletter for more on this interesting play! 

 

CARDS at REDLEGS:  7-6 

Redlegs’ Perspective 

The Cardinals – Redlegs rivalry is one of the greatest in Legends Baseball history, so it was no 
surprise that this year’s match-up would live up to the expectations of a great battle and yet 
another dramatic finish! 



In the calm before Hurricane Sandy, this quarter-final playoff at South County Secondary started 
quietly, but the drama increased greatly as the game progressed.  The Cards started off quickly 
when lead-off batter John Horner, drew a base on balls off Redlegs starter Ken “Petro” 
Petrocelli.  Horner worked his way into scoring position by stealing 2nd and 3rd and plating their 
first run on a Gerry Britt single up the middle.  The game remained 1-0 with the Redlegs holding 
off the Cards from adding to their lead by stranding several runners with some great defensive 
plays.  

The Redlegs bats were stifled by Cards starter Rob Tucker through the first 3 innings, but they 
broke out for 4 big runs in the 4th with a gritty at bat by Bob “Bob O” Oliver, connecting for a 2-
rbi single to center.  Petro added another 2-rbi single to end the 4-run inning.  The game 
remained 4-1 until the Redlegs added another run in the bottom of the 7th in what they thought 
would be insurance, but the Cards responded by plating 3 in the top of the 8th and added 2 more 
in the top of the 9th to take the lead.  With the Cardinals’ Chris “Lum” Lumley on the hill, they 
were one out from one of the greatest upsets of 2012 Fall Season! 

With 2 outs and down by a run in the bottom of the 9th, Redlegs SS Justin “Pickle” Solano, lined 
a hit past 1st base.  With Ron “Commish” Cortese at the plate, Solano stole 2nd, putting himself 
into scoring position.  Cortese worked Lum to a 3-2 count and drove the payoff pitch into the 
Right Centerfield gap for a double with Solano scoring the tying run!  Rob Howell reached on an 
infield chopper when the Cards first baseball, Jason Raczkowski leaped to reach the high throw.  
Commish Cortese moved to 3rd base on the play, putting a Redlegs victory 90 feet away! 

As if written in a script, Coach Petro reminded Cortese that if Lum’s hard breaker bites the dirt, 
he needs to score!  Fate prevailed and as the ball skipped away from the Cardinals catcher, Jeff 
Eanes, Cortese slid across the plate advancing the Redlegs to the semi-finals and earning himself 
a nomination for the Legend of the Week! 

The “Commish” went for 3 for 5 with the game tying RBI double.  This is what he had to say 
when asked about his final at bat, “Lum struck me out in the 7th on a heater that he painted the 
inside corner.  I didn’t see it until it popped into Jeff’s mitt!  So taking him to the gap to tie the 
game was extra special for me.  He’s arguably the best pitcher in the division, and I want to 
thank my mom, dad, brothers, sister, 4 cats and 3 fish for the inspiration to hang in there at all 
odds!” 

     



   

Reds Manager Ken Petrocelli breaking one off to the Cards 

 

The Commish singling to right – part of a 3-for-5 day at the plate 

 

FIREFIGHTERS at REBELS:  11-4 

Rebels’ Perspective 

The Rebels showed up to Vets to play the Fire Fighters, but unfortunately most Fire Fighters had 
to stay on duty preparing for Hurricane Sandy and could only muster 7 players for the playoff, 
resulting in an unfortunate forfeit.  We played anyways, loaning a couple players ... the 
highlights included very good pitching by two of the Firefighters and a 330-foot homer by the 
Rebels’ Scott Knapp, helped of course by the advancing Sandy Winds... 



 

MAVERICKS at SENATORS:  14-10 

Senators’ Perspective 

The Senators started their oldest, craftiest pitcher on the roster (take a guess!), then handed the 
ball to Ben (I’m gonna be a Dad) Deen.  Both of them pitched a total of 4 great innings, and the 
bats were working for the Senators.  Thanks to clutch hitting by Zake (MVP) Shatzner, along 
with Chris (Doubles) Welker, DJ (Ya Ya) Phillips and Dayne (Mr. Met) Wills. The middle 
innings pitching for the Senators did not fair as well, letting the Mavericks get back into the 
game with walks and a few HBP's.  The Senators manager then handed the ball to the man that 
shut the Mav's down the week before with four no-hit innings … he truly slammed the door on 
the new expansion team.  A tape measure shot was added in the bottom of the 7th  by Joe (lights 
out!) Strange.  Said Stevens:  “It’s the longest home run I’ve seen in Legends history … wow.”.  
In the post game press conference, Stevens added that his team is gelling at the right time of the 
season, and after dealing with Sandy, they will deal with the powerful winds of “Hurricane 
Greg”!!! 
 

THUNDER at HURRICANES:  canceled / scrimmage played 

Canes’ Perspective 

Making the best of a “bye” week 8 a.m. game that saw too few Thunder players to have an 
official game, the Canes and Thunder scrimmaged to the pleasure of those thirsting for more 
baseball now that the MLB season is coming to an end.  Though it seemed half the Canes team 
were either alarm-clock challenged, in the hospital (get better Robbie!), hung over (not 
mentioning any names … Adam) or just plain MIA (Bryan?) or IR (Alex, Gary), all had a good 
time, including the ill-fated First Annual Hurricanes Home Run Derby at the end of the 
scrimmage which saw a bunch of wanna-be’s and has-beens trying to hit 340’ to 360’ shots into 
oncoming hurricane winds … can you say “Not even close?”  Honorable mention to Matt 
Milner, who managed to at least one-hop one over the fence for a GR double during the derby.  
On to the semi-finals!!! 
 

   
Veteran Adam Oberheim(8) explains how to play hungover  
to rookies Matt Milner (11) and Matt Hitzelburg (9) 



NATIONALS at PADRES:  canceled 

 

Umpires Corner  
 
Can you hit a ball after a pitcher balks?  You make the call. 
 
by Greg Budnik, Legends Umpire 
 
In the Explorers-Expos game this past weekend, with 2 outs in the inning, a batter hit a single to 
left field on a pitch during which a balk was called by the base umpire.  Because the batter saw 
the base umpire’s hands instinctively swung upwards at the time of the call, the batter did not run 
to first, however no “dead ball” or “time” call was vocally made by either the base or plate 
umpires.  The ball was hit by the batter into left field for a single, during which a runner scored 
from second.  The left fielder threw the ball to the shortstop, who relayed the ball to the first 
baseman, standing on first.  The batter expects to see another pitch, protesting that ‘time’ was 
called by the base umpire – the defense says the ball was live and the inning is over.  WHAT’S 
THE CALL? 
 
ANSWER:   The MLB balk rule is an oft misunderstood one, but if you consider that in the game 
of baseball the ball is always live unless play is called dead (e.g. foul ball, time-out, etc.), the 
application of the rule in this situation becomes easier to understand:  When a balk is called by 
an umpire, the ball can be either continue to be live or is called dead at the time of the balk call 
at the discretion of the umpire(s).  In a dead-ball situation (the far more common type), we all 
know how that works – there is no legal pitch, no play can occur and any baserunner is awarded 
a base.  However, in a live ball situation - which can happen occasionally if the umpires fail to 
“kill” the play immediately upon the calling of the balk – the batter has a chance to hit the pitch.  
This can apply in “continuous motion” type balks (failure to pause in the stretch) or “quick 
pitch” when there may not be time to call “dead ball” before the pitch is struck.  MLB Rule 8.05 
provides for an option for the offensive team to gain the benefit of the result of certain plays 
(think’ home run’ or’ run scored’, for example) rather than the result of a dead-ball balk call.  
 
The penalty for violating MLB Rule 8.05 (Balks) is:  “The ball is dead, and each runner shall 
advance one base without liability to be put out, unless the batter reaches first on a hit, an error, a 
base on balls, a hit batter, or otherwise, and all other runners advance at least one base, in which 
case the play proceeds without reference to the balk.”  Applying this to the example from the 
Expos-Explorers game, since the umpires did not “call” the ball dead, we can assume the ball is 
live (yes – we’re ignoring the obvious nature of the umpire’s hand gestures, but just go with it, 
cuz we know what the outcome is if he actually called time properly).  With the ball live, the 
batter had a chance to hit the ball and did.  Had the batter made it to first, the run scored by the 
baserunner from second would have counted and the balk ignored, leaving the batter-baserunner 
on first with two outs.  However, since the batter did not reach first, the second part of the 
“penalty” cannot apply in this situation. So the only recourse for the umpires would be to 
declare the ball dead, advance the runner one base (from second to third) and put the batter 
back at the plate.  The now infamous “7-6-3” put-out should not have been allowed, nor the run 
scored by the runner during that play. 
 
If you have a call from a game you’d like to contribute for analysis by Legends’ umpires, please 
email them to ron@playlegendsbaseball.com  
 


