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The Hot Corner!
With only two games played this past weekend, game reports are few and far between, but with beautiful weather on tap for this weekend, everyone will finally get some October at-bats!

19+ Division:  While many teams get mired in the mud from all this rain, the Nationals have been surging, trying to catch the undefeated Hurricanes who seem to play in between the raindrops!  Will “Wayne’s Warriors” (Senators) make a move on them as the regular season winds down?
30+ Division:  The Explorers put up their first “W” in convincing fashion, while the rest of the division chases the Padres who await the coming weekend to continue to assert their dominance!
FanCam! 

* well, at least we’d like to believe this is what it would be like if the weather cooperated!  Invite your family and friends to your next game!
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Game Reports!
HURRICANES AT NATIONALS:  5-5  (10 innings … yeah, that’s right … 10 innings)

Canes’ Perspective!
Though Mother Nature was not very sympathetic to later games on Sunday, she did wait long enough Sunday morning to allow for another rematch of the Spring 2012 19+ Championship game.  And just like that championship game, it was neck-and-neck the entire game – only this time no victor emerged.  Nonetheless, it was, indeed, an amazing game that broke a longtime Legends record, courtesy of both teams’ quality play.
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From the auto-camera – Nats manager Rich Goad fires to ‘Canes manager Greg Budnik!

Both teams started their aging right-hander player-pitcher-managers, Greg Budnik (Canes) and Rich Goad (Nats).  Amazingly, neither team’s offense could capitalize on pitching from guys whose ages are quickly approaching their fastball speed, with only 1 run being scored (total) on either senior pitcher.  The Canes even managed a sweet 3-6-1 double play with Legends rookies Jim Bialick and Matt Milner providing the quick turnaround.  Solid defense prevailed for both teams, even as the Nats broke into the lead at the mid-point of the game, touching up former Black Sox pitcher Bryan Stoutenburgh for a few runs, both earned and unearned, and took a 3-1 lead in the 5th inning.
In the 6th, instead of going to his closer and in a family moment worth framing, Nats Coach Goad, Sr. put his son Andrew on the mound on the occasion of his 25th birthday, to see if he could replicate his Spring 2012 success against the Canes’ batters.  However, the unsentimental Canes didn’t “get the memo” and rained on his party, touching younger Goad up for 4 runs to go ahead 5-3.  Kudos to Legends rookie Peter Rosecrans, due to be married this weekend, after bringing along his bride-to-be for dugout company, drove one off the left center fence (340’) as part of the excitement.  Coming back from a trip to the parking lot and missing his soon-to-be-hubby’s bomb, his fiancée Ashley was heard to say:  “He did what?  Awww … that’s nice”.

Not a team to go down lightly, the Nats got to Canes’ closer Matt Milner for two runs in the 8th to even the game up, dodging a bullet when veteran Cane John Dean nearly threw out the tying run at the plate from centerfield.  But the real drama was just starting.  After mowing through the first 8 innings in record time (under two-and-a-half hours), we finally got to play a 9th inning this season!  However, when both teams went down nearly in order in the 9th, cut down by each other’s dominant pitching, the ump looked at his watch and declared we would play a first-time-ever 10th inning in a regulation Legends game!  Both teams managed to create some tense moments in their at-bat, but when Milner struck out the Nats tough lead-off hitter Al Torres to end the 10th inning, a truly “legendary”** game had come to an end.  


Hurricanes remain undefeated and the second week in a row we play to a draw:  5-5

  ** According to the stats book at the Legends main office, there’s never been a faster 9 inning game or a 10-inning regulation Legends game – ever!  Congrats to both teams!

Nats’ Perspective  

Hey Canes!  Great game!  We’ll see you all in the playoffs!

FIREFIGHTERS AT EXPLORERS:  12-5
Explorer’s Perspective  

The Explorers posted their first win of 2012 in a rain-shortened contest played under oozing skies at Lee High School.  The newfound, balanced offense was keyed by Fred Lewis (2 for 3 with a double and 3 runs scored), Akil Barlow (2 for 3 with a double and 5 RBIs) and Kevin Glodava (2 runs scored), as every batter in the lineup reached base at least once, with 9 of 11 men scoring at least once.  For the first time this fall, the Explorers played consistent defense, backing up righty starter Matt Edwards (2 runs in three innings pitched) for the win.  
Marcello's Firefighters showed some fight with a 3-run rally in the top of the fourth, but Barlow's bases-loaded rope through the left-center gap in the bottom of the frame plated all 3 runners en route to the 4-run limit and the final margin of victory.  
Other Action!
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	Nice Grab!
	New Redleg Vic’s debut – retrieving a ball at the fence!
	“How did I miss that?!”


Story by Anonymous

Pictures courtesy the Commish
Game reports by the managers. Photos courtesy of “The Commish” unless credits otherwise given
