Commish Corner – Week 4!
This is a periodic report when we have interesting happenings on the field – enjoy!

Top News
1. Check out the nice article on baseball in Prince William County in the Prince William Living magazine.  Legends is mentioned, and actually has one of our pictures the Commish took during last year’s Finals…they mention it is from the Potomac Nationals, so go figure…so we can compete with a Single A professional team?!  Here is the link: http://www.princewilliamliving.com/
2. The Cards are the last standing undefeated team!  Can they all win again Sunday night?
3. Redlegs finally win a game!

4. Playoffs begin June 12 -  who will take the crowns for 19+ and 30+ divisions this year?!

5. Memorial Day Weekend games! Have fun!
FanCam!
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Game of the Week!
	Expos
	Redlegs
	Redlegs 7-3


Redlegs’ Perspective
Redlegs Win! Redlegs Win!

After losing their last 13 games, spanning 3 seasons, The Redlegs finally got that elusive W!  They took drastic measures by flying their new and pedigreed manager for 2011 Ken “Petro” Petrocelli (yes, he is related to Rico, the great Red Sox star infielder!) back to see his Uncle for some managerial advice.  But before he left, Petro made the greatest managerial decision of his early Legends career…he called upon the Commish himself to don his managerial hat once again!  The Commish has a stellar managerial record, winning a championship in Ponce, two Legends championships (assisting behind the famous “Doc” Ternisky himself), and winning back-to-back Little League championships in the incredibly tough Vienna Little League (AA and AAA).
“I was surprised at getting the nod from Petro, and told him I loved the challenge of breaking the 13-game losing streak and getting back in the managerial limelight, but told him I would not hold the job beyond this one game,” he explained.  “I was feeling a bit nervous when only 7 Redlegs showed, but leaning heavily on our Expo subs, we brought home the win!” he added.

He also helped the cause by going 3-5 with 3 RBIs from the plate.  But big kudos goes to The Legend of the Week, Ryan Huntley, who pitched 5 incredible innings to hold the Expos at bay, shutting their hitting down allowing no runs.  “My wife was going to kill me for pitching more than the agreed upon 1 inning, but when the Commish makes a request, what am I to do,” he explained.  Ryan also went 4-5 with a triple, and Chris Christiansen jacked one out, going 3-5.
The Redlegs also had to battle a vindictive plate umpire, who just did not want to see the Redlegs get their first win on his watch!  “I did my best not to give them any calls, but they were just determined to win!” Wayne stated.
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Commish warms up while “Rich Man” Oliver drives one to the gap! 
Expos’ Perspective

Silence! 
Legend of the Week – Ryan “Stud” Huntley (Redlegs)
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	Rebels
	Explorers
	Rebels 10-7


Rebels’ Perspective
Rebels 10 Explorers 7

After coming off a previous 9-0 loss to the Cards, and 3? week rain haitus, Rebels rebounded on good pitching from Dave Narins and Scott Day, but the key to the game was power hitting as Jeff Lerner went 3 for 3 with two singles and a double, while Day helped his own cause with a genuine inside-the-park 3-run homer in the 3rd.  Tim Sara and Narins both tripled taking advantage of the deep gap in right-center at Lee HS.  Explorers mounted a comeback in the final frame scoring 4 runs off Rebel closer Mark Cowdin whose "knuckler just wasn't workin' too good."   Rebel rookie Sandy Styles played his first Legends game, had some good at-bats and made a stellar defensive play in center.  

Explorers’ Perspective

In the 8AM game at Lee, the Rebels posted their second win of the season, with both coming at the expense of the Explorers.  Unlike the two teams' Week One contest, the Explorers were never out of it, and with closer Adam Scott on the mound, were poised for a comeback when the plug was pulled on the game after 7 innings.  Starter Bruce Aft pitched 5 workmanlike innings and left with a 6-4 deficit. However, Rebs' manager Tim Sara had his boys ready to hit, and 4-run bursts by the Rebels in the 3rd & 6th, aided by some Explorer defensive miscues, were too much for the E-Team to overcome, despite a 3-run rally in the bottom of the 7th.  In the leadoff role, Explorer Pete McFadden went 3-for-3 with an RBI and two runs scored, and 3-spot hitter Jim Horacek, who also scored twice, was 2-for-4 with a double, a triple and 2 RBIs.  Jason Pittman, Jeff Scanlon, Brian Skow and Matt Edwards also drove in runs for the Explorers, and Horacek and Scott each hit bombs that died within feet of the fence, symbolizing a day that just wasn't quite all it coulda been.
	Cards
	Padres
	Cards 6-2


Cards’ Perspective
CARDS CONTINUE WINNING WAYS

The Cardinals improved to 4-0 with a solid 6-2 win over the Padres at beautiful Leitch Park. The Cards again scored early, put their bats away, then relied on strong defense and pitching to remain unbeaten. Rookie Mike Romano and aged veteran Danny Whyte held the Pods to approximately 6 hits over 9 fast innings. Shortstop Joel Davidson made several stellar plays to go along with a 3-3 day at the plate. Poppa Keith Davidson also chipped in with two hits. John Horner gave the Cards a quick lead with a leadoff home run in the 1st, and the Cards added two in the 2nd and three in the 3rd to take a 6-0 lead into the 4th. After allowing 2 Padres runs in the top of the 4th, the Cards relied on the arms of Romano & Whyte and all nine glovemen to hang on for the victory. The win sets up a showdown for 1st place this Sunday, when the Cards take on the 3-1 Expos under the lights at Leitch. 

Padres’ Perspective

We don’t like losing!

	Nationals
	BlackSox
	Nationals 10-7


BlackSox’ Perspective
After pummelling the Nationals 13-4 a couple of weeks ago, the BlackSox came out expecting an easy win against a determined Nationals squad.  But after losing 9-7 in a time shortened game, the BlackSox coach was heard stammering incoherently about an AWOL strike zone, chatty Nattys chatting up the umpire, and a field umpire with a stop watch to call the game at exactly 9:15. When asked to explain the coaches foaming at the mouth, one BlackSox player shook his head and said "That guy's old school.  He's wired too tight, and still has a land line telephone at his house. What's up with that?"  The BlackSox kept it close for most of the game and several BlackSox had multi-hit games, including Luke Arseneau (2-3), Gary Migliaccio (2-3), James Boyd (2-3), Andy Cavano (2-3), and Jason Ables (2-3).  But the BlackSox made some base running errors and failed to out-hit our errors, spoiling good pitching by Vinnie Robles, Kory Maxwell, and Bryan Stoutenburgh.  We decided to blame Aaron Beach, since he wasn't there to defend himself. 

Nationals’ Perspective

We won!

	Hillies
	Thunder
	Hillies 10-7


Umpire’s Perspective
Nobody kept a book.  Just in case they don't, Kevin Ankrom had 2 two run shots over the fence and should be a candidate for Legend of the Week.  That's just an umpires view though.

	Warriors
	Hurricanes
	Warriors 9-7

	Warriors
	Hurricanes
	Hurricanes 16-12


‘Canes’ Perspective
Game 1:  The opposition Warriors arrived at South Run Park's soggy confines "loaded for bear" - fully staffed and warmed up a full 30 minutes before the game, while the Hurricanes wandered in, a bit bleery eyed, with barely sufficient players to start by the disturbingly early 8 a.m. first pitch.  The game was neck-and-neck the first few innings, but the Warriors took advantage in the middle innings, lifting plenty of balls in the air to the outfield, with a few (one on the first pitch of the game and one grandie!) that left the short porch 295' fence in the first game of our doubleheader (in fairness to our pitchers, I had to mention the fence length!).  Even though Warriors made the Canes pay for errors in the field and on the mound in the 6th and 7th innings, we were still within three runs going into the 8th (final) inning.  A brilliant last inning rally capped by the bats of Eric Ottenheimer, Greg Budnik and John Dean, managed to bring the game back to a tie in the last inning.  By luck of the draw though, we were didn't have the "home field advantage", so give credit to the Warriors who won the game in class fashion with their manager hitting a "no doubt about it" final inning two-run walk-off homer!  Gotta be the first time in Legends history that a game began on a first pitch homer and ended on a last pitch homer.  There goes the undefeated season!  Final:  9-7 Warriors

Game 2:  The Canes took out their frustration with the previous game loss and gained the advantage right out of the gate in the second game with better hitting and fielding against what appeared to be a lack of Warriors depth in the field and on the mound for the doubleheader.  Taking advantage of the Warriors' mistakes this time, the 'Canes quickly put up a 16-8 lead and didn't look back in the time-shortened game.  So much for the Warriors undefeated season!  Looks like it's going to be a great rivalry between these two very solid teams as they both vie for the 19+ championship next month!  Final:  16-12 Hurricanes

Kudos for both games to:  

· John Dean for his solid infield play, strong mound performance and key hits/RBI's when they counted

· Alex Budnik for his Game 2 pitching and being 7-for-8 on-base for the day

· Eric Ottenheimer's banner day at the plate:  2 doubles, 3 walks, 6 times on base and some of the best slides in the mud at home plate that will most likely occur this season!

· Nick Hockman for great catching in Game 1 (no past balls for entire Game 1 and threw out a runner or two, as I recall) and flawless outfield in Game 2

· Even manager Greg Budnik will take a pat on the back for bangin' two doubles off the top of the fence in Game 2 and a couple key RBI's in that last inning rally in Game 1

-------------------- 

Story and pictures courtesy “the Commish and son” with game reports by the managers

