Commish Corner – Week 5!
This is a periodic report when we have interesting happenings on the field – enjoy!

Top News
1. What a great day for baseball over the holiday weekend!
2. The Cards continue as undefeated!  Who will take them down, if anyone?!
3. One more week of the regular season!  Teams are now jockeying for the best seedings!  There are several teams vying for the first round bye game that seeds 1 and 2 get from each division.
4. Who is looking good?
a. (19+) The ‘Canes and BlackSox are tied atop this division, and are the favorites to get to the Finals.  Too close to call on who will win it, and another team may very well upset these teams if they have an off day!

b. (30+) The Cards are as dominant as ever this season with a 5-0 record, and they are certainly favored to win yet another Legends championship!  However, as everyone knows, any Legends team can get hot and make a great run in the playoffs!

5. Managers, remember to nominate a player you think deserves to be Legend of the Week!

FanCam!
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Win a championship, get your 15 minutes of fame!
Legend of the Week – Kenny Dixon (Padres)
Kenny Dixon was 3-4 with a walk. He was a triple shy of the cycle and his home run was a grand slam.  He had 5 RBI's on the day, as well as 4 runs scored.  He also pitched the final inning to pick up the save.
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Game of the Week!
	Redlegs
	Rebels
	Tie 12-12


Redlegs’ Perspective
Redlegs comeback in the bottom of 9th to tie Rebels 12-12!

The Redlegs closed a 9-2 gap in the late innings, battling a good hitting Rebels team.  5 strong innings for Petro on the mound, with great relief from Brian and Ron and a great defensive catch by Chris in left!   In dramatic fashion, Redlegs Joe Colaianni (Legend of the Week runner-up!) triples in the bottom of the 9th with the bases loaded to tie the Rebs with the game ending due to regulation time.

Great contributions all around:

Ron Cortese 4 for 6, 2B, R, 3RBI 

Bob Oliver  3 for 5, 2B, R, RBI

Brian Dauerheim 2 for 4, 3B, 2R

Rich Oliver  2 for 4, 2B, 2R, BB, HPB

Chris Christianson 2 for 5, 2R, 2RBI

Bobby Bumiller  3BB, 3R

Rebels’ Perspective

A skeleton Rebels team made themselves available for the Memorial Day weekend rain make-up vs a equally depleted Redlegs team, giving each player 4 or 5 chances to go yard at South County Secondary (however, none did...but Cortese came close). Rebels held the Redlegs to 3 runs over five innings behind stellar pitching from Mark Cowdin, who rebounded nicely from a subpar performance the previous week. Asked afterwards why the difference in the two games...Mark logically replied "I wasn't hungover for this one". Other Rebel highlights included Rebel Rookie Sandy Styles first pitching performance, allowing 1 earned run on 2 hits, but not helped much from a bases-loaded Rebel fielding error allowing 4 runs on the inning.  Rebel slugger Famous Dray legged out a triple to right and both Jeff Moeller and Tim "the Wall" Sara had RBI doubles.  Rebels suffering ACE Gordo threw the final 3 frames holding the Redlegs to one run in the 7th and 8th, but finally ran out of gas in the 9th, allowing the Redlegs 5 runs in the bottom frame for a final 12-12 tie.  Certainly the Redlegs game report will more joyously report on their bottom of the 9th comeback!

	Explorers
	Padres
	Padres 14-8


Padres’ Perspective

The Padres' bats finally woke up from their winter slumber as they plated 14 runs in a 14-8 win against the Explorers.  Kenny Dixon led the way going 3-4 at the plate with a walk.  He was a triple short of the cycle, and his home run was a grand slam that put the game out of reach.  Kenny had 5 RBI's and 4 runs scored.  If that wasn't enough, he made several plays in the field and picked up the save.  His performance certainly deserves a Legend of the Week nod.  When asked what brought on this surge of power, Kenny responded "The speeding ticket that I got on the way to the game made me angry, so I took it out on the opposing pitcher."  Murph held the Explorers to 1 run over 5 innings, which allowed the Padres to build a lead that even a disasterous emergency pitching performance by their manager couldn't be overcome.  The Padres hope that they can ride this offensive performance deep into the playoffs.

Explorers’ Perspective

The depleted Padres topped the depleted Explorers on (finally!) a dry field at Long Park.  Hillies refugee Andrew Sailer, the Cards Gerry Britt and loaner right-fielders from the Padres helped the Explorers keep it a game, but the Explorers couldn't get their bats untracked early.  Jim Horacek's third-inning double scored Donnie Dye to cut an early deficit to 3-1, but the Explorers stranded 3 other runners in scoring position.  Defensive miscues gave the Padres several extra outs, and they capitalized with 2 runs in the fifth and 5 more in the sixth thanks to an ill-timed grand-slam over Long's short fence, for a 10-1 lead.  The Explorers fought back with 4 runs in the sixth, as all 5 batters reached, with Matt Edwards' double to left-center plating 2 runs and Sailer's double plating 2 more -- and triggering the run limit with none out (ouch!).  RJ's guys got the runs back in the top of the eighth for a 14-5 lead, and although two hit batsmen, two walks and a single brought the Explorers 4 more runs in the bottom half of the inning, the rally fizzled and the three-hour mark was reached, in time for the Padres' weary arms to claim the 14-9 victory.  Horacek (3-for-5 with 3 RBIs), Sailer (1-for-3, 2 BBs, 2 RBIs), Edwards (2-for-4, BB, 2 RBIs) Dye (2-for-5, 1 RBI) and Chris Ouellette (2-for-3, HBP) provided the offense, while Sailer and Dye battled the Padres, and the humidity, on the mound.
	Cards
	Expos
	Cards 9-6


Cards’ Perspective

EARLY BIRDS FOLLOW FORMULA, CATCH TOP SEED

It’s now officially known as Birdball: Score a bunch early and let the pitching and defense take care of the rest. The Cardinals followed the formula in a 9-6 win over the Expos. The Cards remain unbeaten at 5-0, and secured the top seed in the Geezer Division playoffs. Birdball was in evidence immediately as the Cards put four runs across in the 1st inning and five in the 2nd. They then backed up starter Mike Romano and finisher Joel Robinson with solid glove play, allowing a run here and a run there but never giving the Spo’s a big inning. 

The game was played under the lights at gorgeous Leitch Field. An unfounded rumor started by Keys Davidson added unnecessary stress to interim manager Gerry Britt’s return to coaching duty. “He kept insisting that we needed to have some mysterious key in order to turn the lights on. Maybe he meant in the cosmic sense, but who knows? We kept an eye on him all night so he wouldn’t be a danger to himself or others.” Davidson was taken away by ambulance after the game and is currently under observation at Potomac Hospital. More stress was endured trying to remember the combo to the league supply box. “I thought it was [commissioner Ron] Cortese’s (or was that Gerry Britt’s) birth year, but 1-9-2-2 didn’t work. We got it, eventually.”

But the big story was John Horner’s grand slam in the 2nd, which cleared the right field fence and the bases to give the Cards a 5-run inning. Joe Wirth started the inning with a single, then a bunch of other stuff happened [editor’s note: try keeping a proper book, Cardinals] before LOTW candidate Horner drilled it and killed it. 

The Cards D remained solid. Standout plays included Greg Darr fighting off the sun to snag  deep fly to left, 3B Wirth turning a sure RBI line drive into a DP, and catcher Horner combining with  1B Britt on a nifty planned pickoff play. The pickoff followed an extremely rare error by Britt (unbeaten, by the way, in his managerial career) that had sent the Cardinals’ mascot Fuzzy Buzzy Bird into a frenzy of glee. “Like I’ve told Buzzy a hundred times,” commented Britt after, “baseball is all about redemption. Take Buzz, for example. He struck out in the 5th, but got a chance at redemption in the 8th.” What happened, Britt was asked. “He struck out! Hahahahahahaha!—er, I mean, you’ll get ‘em next time, Buzz.” 

Expos’ Perspective

 It was quite a battle between the Cards and Expos this past hot and muggy Sunday night.  I lost count of the number of hit batters on both sides but fortunately most were only flesh wounds.  The difference in the outcome was a towering grand slam over the right field fence by the Cards power hitting lefty.  Of course, the young arms behind the plate made a big difference in the Expos running game but with a few off target throws and some timely walks and hits, the Expos were able to keep the game close.  We had a rookie pitching rotation that the Cards took full advantage of until our regular closer could effectively shut down their offense.  But the Cards were mounting a rally in the last inning when time ran out with the score 9-6.  I think everyone was hot enough to be grateful for the time clock.

	Thunder
	Nationals
	Nationals 12-4


Nationals’ Perspective

12-4 Nationals win!   Great pitching from Doug Easterly,Wayne Stevens,Kevin Keefer and Andrew Chaconas holding our opponent to 4 runs on 7 hits thru 9 innings.  Great hitting from the Nationals with 19 hits. Lead by Brian Hudson and Bob Schweir with 3 hits each!  Also contributing with 2 hits each were Al Torres and Andrew Chaconas. The defense was fantastic and committed zero errors on the afternoon.

Thunder Perspective

Thunder got off to a decent start in the game, despite the fact that we only had 8 people show up and 3 of them were borrowed from other teams.  Mohammed from the Hurricanes did a great job pitching the first 5 innings and kept us in the game.  Some defensive mishaps got us in trouble in the middle/late innings and were down 9 to 2.  In the end the Nationals consistent pitching and hitting was just too much for us, and after some missed plays in the field and a couple of baserunning mistakes it was too much for us to mount any sort of comeback.  Our substitute players Derek, Mohammed, Sammy, and Jake all played well and made some contributions in the field and at the plate.  Also, a big thanks to the Nationals for loaning us some guys on defense.  We appreciate the help and I think everyone was glad to play some ball, get a full 9 innings in this weekend, and enjoyed a pretty fun game.  

	Warriors
	BlackSox
	BlackSox 19-6


BlackSox’ Perspective

In a well-fought game that was much closer than the final score, the BlackSox notched a win over the Warriors in a Memorial Day make-up game, 19-6.  The BlackSox were bolstered by great pitching by Luke Arseneau, Vinnie Robles, and Bryan Stoutenburgh.  In the seesaw summer classic, the BlackSox overcame an early 3-1 Warrior lead, and saw their 6-3 lead evaporate when the Warriors tied the game 6-6 on a straight up steal of home in the bottom of the 4th inning. The BlackSox took a 7-6 lead on Aaron Beach's go-ahead double to score Gary Miggliaccio in the 5th.  After Bryan Stoutenburgh's single and hustle on the basepaths scored an insurance run, Mike DeMarr smacked a clutch base-clearing double in the 6th inning to push the lead to 11-6, a lead the BlackSox never gave up. Gary Miggliaccio went 3 for 3 with two walks and 2 SBs, and earned a game ball for his tough defense behind the plate -- too bad he gave the game balls to the Warriors.  He's sporting a buzz cut in honor of Memorial Day, so all's forgiven.  Bryan Stoutenburgh (3-4), Jeff Cavano (3-5), Mike DeMarr (2-4), Aaron Beach (2-4), James Boyd (2-5), and Andy Cavano (2-4) led the BlackSox hitting attack with Jason Able and Vinnie Robles getting key hits to keep BlackSox rallies going, and Luke Arseneau drawing 3  BBs.  It was a beautiful day for Legends baseball, unspoiled by any whimper, whine, or argument from either dugout on the umpiring crew's performance.

	Hurricanes
	Hillies
	On the beach!


Hurricanes perspective:

It was a beautiful holiday weekend at the beach ... hope you all had a nice time playin' baseball!
-------------------- 

Story and pictures courtesy “the Commish and son” with game reports by the managers

