Commish Corner – Opening Day!
This is a periodic report when we have interesting happenings on the field – enjoy!

Top News
1. Well, a soggy start, but 4 teams were able to make up their games for a special Labor Day Weekend baseball bash!  
2. As you may know, the schedule and results are updated on the website.  Feel free to view this page often: http://www.playlegendsbaseball.com/GameSchedule.htm
3. Please remember to wear your full Legends uniform including your hats.  It really looks bad to see an off-color hat spoil the look of the team.  No pictures will be taken, and this rule will be enforced in the playoffs, so get used to wearing everything now! 

4. With two solid 19+ and 30+ divisions of 5 teams each, who are the favorites?!  Look for predictions soon!

5. Run for this weekend?  Certainly looks like we will not have enough time to get dry fields.  Stay tuned, we will let everyone know as soon as we hear. 
30+ Division - Padres defending Champions!
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19+ Division – Hurricanes defending Champions!
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Game 1

	Hurricanes 1
	Nationals 19


Nats’ Perspective

The Nationals started the season off with a bang, defeating the 19+ Spring Champion Hurricanes 19 – 1 in 8 innings. It was a true team win with everyone stepping up their game either on offense or defense. The Nationals are blessed with a lot of talent on the mound this season, only decision the new manager needs to make is how to get so many talented arms in the game. We went into the game with a mindset of using 4 or 5 of our 9 pitchers for the game.  Doug E., Rich G., Andrew C. and DJ P. all pitched two innings with no earned runs and only allowing 3 Hurricane recorded hits. 

That brings us to the defense – which was awesome. After shaking off the rust and only committing 3 errors on opening day was great. Our outfielders really stood out today. Bob V. making a running full stride catch in right, DJ looking like Willie Mays in Center, Tom B and Chris H. stabbing a couple of hot shots and Bob S making a final diving catch to end the game was our ESPN moment of the game.  The infielders played well and made some really smart decisions cutting down the speedy Hurricanes. 

Now for the Bats – 18 hits, 8 Walks, and 4 HBP accounted for the 19 runs on opening day. This is just not heard of on opening day. It all started with the leadoff batter Al T. He led the way and belted a single over the second baseman’s head to start the season, finishing with 3 hits on the day. Following suit Rich G., DJ P. and Chris H. all equaled Al’s mark with 3 hits also. Kevin M. and Bob S. each tallied 2 hits. Doug E. and Andrew C. each had solid line drive hits, walks and more importantly RBI’s. Wayne “can’t keep me off the bases” S. walked twice and was plunked again (I believe he has a ball magnet in his pocket). Kevin, Al and DJ all recorded 3 RBI’s to lead the team on the day.

Most important fact of the day – we had a great time. Kept the dugout lively with smack talk about our own team and busting jokes all day. Kevin was officially the King of the Smack talk, busting on our young rookie additions to the Nationals. At least we didn’t make the rookies wear Pink Backpacks with wings to the bullpen, like in the major leagues. If you didn’t catch it on ESPN, it was funny.

Legend of the Week: Rookie DJ P. (perfect at the plate, 3 for 3 and HBP, two shutout innings pitched and good sport with all the smack talk and great help raking the fields on the way out).
When ask about the game, the new manager of the Nationals, just said great game guys. Let’s keep it up all season long.
PS: A big Thank You to Greg Budnik and his daughter for bringing the food. It was a great way to end the day. Hats off to the rebuilding Hurricanes.

Canes’ Perspective

In a rematch of this past season's semi-finals, where the 'Canes shut down a strong hitting Nationals team as part of fighting for and ultimately winning the first-ever Legends 19+ division Championship, the only hurricane that Legends teams apparently had to worry about these past couple weeks was Irene.  Though their pitching was on par, the normally potent bats of the Hurricanes were largely quiet and the defense as porous as the drains around the field, resulting in a final score too alarmingly lop-sided to even document.  

Remarked 'Canes manager Greg Budnik, who has skippered the team since its expansion three seasons ago as an original 19+ team:  "I wouldn't have thought defending our championship would be a 'rebuilding season', but it looks like that's where we might be at this point.  I'm still bullish on the season because we clearly have some strong new talent and continue to have one of the better pitching staffs.".  A number of minor injuries and loss of half of the Championship roster restricted the Canes from putting up a strong showing,  however and, as a result of the need to get back to basics, the team is planning an instructional sojourn in the near future to meditate with Buddhist spiritual leaders, watch "Major League" at least three times back-to-back and consult with Bob Uecker.

Notable achievements for the game were fairly limited, but "tip of the manager's hat" to:  Brian Billow, Mark Summa, Colby Smyth, David Yates and Dayne Wills, who all played in their first Legends game and all of which who ended up with a hit, or at least good contact (against a strong Nationals pitching staff) to their credit.  Credit also given to Alex and Greg Budnik for putting on the catcher's gear in the 90 degree heat during a week when our catchers were absent and to Zach Tatum for a strong showing on the mound in middle relief, resulting in the only innings the Nationals were scoreless.

In typical Legends style and camaraderie however, the one-sided game did serve to set the stage for an enjoyable lunch at the field with both of these rival teams participating in sandwiches and sodas and getting to know each other better.  Thanks to the Nationals for participating in our post-game activities and we look forward to our next meeting on the field!

Game 2

	Rebels
	Cards


Cards’ Perspective

CARDINALS ROLL IN OPENER

Sporting some new faces and actually scoring runs after the 3rd inning lifted the Cards to a belated opening day win over the Rebels. Or maybe the Expos. No, I think it was the Rebels. Anyway, at 8am Sunday Lee HS looked like an Indianapolis Clowns fantasy camp, with candy-striped panted players from various teams wandering all over the field. Eventually, teams were sorted out and the Cardinals took their 8 returning players and four new suckers—er, teammates—to bat. In a change from previous seasons the Cards did not score early but instead scattered 5 hits for 2 measly runs over the first five innings. John “Don’t Call Me Jack” Horner (2-4, 2B, 2RBI) drove in just-hatched birds Rob “Friar” Tucker and Jeff “The River” Jordan. Thank God they picked up some pitching to replace some lost arms. Newcomer (but really old. No, really) Chris Lumley took the mound and held the Expbels er, Rebpos er, Rebels to no runs and just 3 hits over that span. It was in the top of the 6th that the Cards remembered that the object of the game was to hit the ball, plating 4 runs on 5 hits. John “Or Little Jack, For That Matter” Horner and Rusty Staples (last of the original Cardinals!) both drove in a run, and returning interim manager (still undefeated at the helm as head birdbrain, by the way) Gerry Britt got 2 RBI that, for a change, almost made a difference. 

Highlights included Papa D’s belly catch in left and Staples’ 3-for-3 day Joe “For Better Or” Wirth had two hits, and Friar Tuck and The River each went 1-2 with a walk. The Late Dave Bearon had a knock and scored a run. New daddy Jason “You Feed Him, Honey” Raczkzsqzski pitched two effective innings, with only dinks and doo’s falling here and there. Eric “E-Muck” Mucklow debuted effectively after realizing that yes, his manager really does hate everyone, not just him. Daniel “el Diablo” Diaz didn’t do anything except play good defense and swing well. Like usual.  Returning interim manager (and yes, still undefeated) Britt commented after the game: “What game? I spent the whole morning trying to figure out who was on my team and where to play all these idiots once I did find out. I got tobacco juice on the lineup card, E-Muck drank all my Gatorade, and I had to watch my language in front of the kids. Did we win?”  

Cards’ Next Game: Somewhere, some place, against somebody. Tickets still available!

Rebels’ Perspective

Too controversial to publish!
-------------------- 

Story and pictures courtesy “the Commish” with game reports by the managers

