Commish Corner – Quarters and Semis!
This is a periodic report when we have interesting happenings on the field – enjoy!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FanCam!
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Results:
	Redlegs
	Rebels
	30+ Quarters!
	Redlegs

	Cards
	Redlegs
	30+ Semis!
	Redlegs 9-8

	Padres
	FireFighters
	30+ Quarters!
	Padres 9-1

	Expos
	Padres
	30+ Semis!
	Padres 8-6

	BlackSox
	Thunder
	19+ Semis!
	Thunder 8-6

	Nationals
	Hurricanes
	19+ Semis!
	Hurricanes 9-3


Legend of the Week! – Nelson Taveras (Redlegs)
Wow, Nelson (the former Mr. MVP!) returns to glory!  “I’ve been waiting for this for a long time,” stated Redlegs’ manager Petro.  “I am just glad I started to listen to teammate “BobbyB for hitting instructions,” Nelson explained.  See his monster stats below!
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“The Swing” is back!

Game Summaries
Game of the Week!

Redlegs 9  Cards 8

Redlegs Perspective
Wow, what a game!

Nelson "Cruz" Taveras (Legend of the Week) earned MVP honors for belting a 2-RBI double in the 1st and a 3-run Jack in the 4th, helping the Redlegs advance to the 30+ Fall Championship Game.

In yet another amazing game for the ages in the Legends archive, this Fall Semi-final proved to be a nail bitter to the final out, with the Redlegs prevailing over the favored #1 seed Cardinals 9 to 8.  The Redlegs took an early 2 run lead in the 1st with Nelson's 2 bagger blast to the Right field gap.  It didn't take long for the Cards to respond against 'Legs starter Chris Swift, who struggled in bottom of the 1st, putting up 4 runs of their own.  Cardinals starter Jason R. (don’t make me spell it!), settled in and pitched a perfect 2nd and 3rd as the Cards expanded their lead 6 - 2.  But the top of the Redlegs battery proved too much for Jason in the 4th with a huge 2-rbi shot for Chris and then the monster blast to Left by 'Cruz' for a total of 5 runs, giving the Redlegs the 7 - 6 lead.

Swifty settled in after the 2nd, going another 3 innings, surrendering only a single, but game tying run in the 5th, while brilliantly pitching out of a based loaded jam.

Cardinals reliever Chris Lumley (clearly would have been Legend of the Week if the Cards won!), took control from the 5th, with his blazing mid 80’s fastball and nasty breakers, striking out 10 Redlegs.  But again, the Redlegs top of the line-up proved too much even for him in the 7th, with key hits from Dino and Petro and very patient at bats from Ryan who walked the bases loaded and Chris, who was hit by a pitch, scoring Dino to take an 8 to 7 lead.  Petro scored on a wild pitch for the Redlegs 9th and winning run.
[image: image3.jpg]



Chris fires heat to the plate!

Redlegs reliever, Ryan Huntley, was spectacular in his 4-inning appearance, shutting down the powerful Cardinal offensive, giving up only 1 run in the bottom of the 7th.

In the bottom of the 9th, the Cards had the tying run on 3rd twice as the Redlegs almost succumbed to the pressure, with 1st basemen Chris Swift committing a "Bill Bucknerish', 'between the wickets', error to allow the tying run on with 1 out.  In again another 'World Series' style error, pitcher Ryan Huntley fielding a slow dribbler to his left decided to make the play at 2nd, instead throwing the ball into Left, past Shortstop Jen's outstretched glove.  With the infield in, Dino fielded a ground ball to 2nd and made a perfect strike to Nelson to keep the tying run from reaching the plate.
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Yahoo Sports captured the potential disastrous moment! “Thank the baseball gods for letting us still win, or I would be in an asylum now!” said a relieved Swifty.
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Ryan’s final pitch!

Offensive leaders:

Nelson  2 for 3, 5-RBI, HR, 2B, R
Petro    2 for 2, 2R, HBP
Ryan    1 for 1, 2R, 2BB
Chris    1 for 2, 3-RBI, 2R, HBP
Ron      1 for 3, RBI

Dino     2 for 4, 2R
Thunder Perspective
After losing 2 close games to the Black Sox this season, and a 26-6 beating in the spring, the Thunder were able to pull off the upset at the right time with the finals to be played this Sunday. Thanks to the lights that came on around the 5th inning, we were able to play 9 innings in 2 1/2 hours.
The Black Sox have 3 great pitchers that kept us at bay in every match up. We answered with great pitching of our own with 4 solid innings of work from Jordan Klein followed by another great 5 innings by our long awaited pitcher Brian Colbert who suffered a shoulder injury in his first start this season. The Thunder took a quick 4-0 lead in the top half of the 1st inning. Another 2 runs in the 3rd and then the 4th. The re-energized Thunder held a 8-1 lead through 6. Black Sox brought it to 8-6 going into the bottom of the 9th, but Brian was just warming up as he retired the side with 2 k's in the meat of their line up. It's amazing that after a 1-5 season that we have a chance to take down last year’s champs! We have improved quite a bit this year and look forward to redemption in this match up Sunday at 12:45.
Padres Perspective
What can I say about this team?  It was a total team effort on Sunday as the Padres won two games to advance to the finals for the third consecutive season.  Murph, Kenny, Tom, and Jayson led the way with great pitching, and everyone contributed with their bats and their gloves in the field.  Standouts include Ryan "Superman" Murray 4-5 with 2 walks and 5 runs scored, Jayson "I want that MVP tropy" Putnam 4-7 with a walk and two runs scored, Tom "The Big Hurt" Curtin, 6-7 with a walk and 2 runs scored, and Pope John Paul the 1st, who went 4-6 with a walk and two runs scored on the day.  This Padres' manager couldn't hand pick a better team or a better group of guys to play with, and he asks only one thing - a third championship ring.  

BlackSox Perspective
Two weeks ago, the BlackSox won their second game this year against the Thunder, 8-6 in the second game of their cross-town double header.  The BlackSox won that game on the strength of a out of the park grand slam home run slugged by Logan Willman that helped stake the BlackSox to an early lead. Sharing pitching duties (Vinnie 2 IP, after pitching 4 in the first game; Logan Willman 3 IP; Bryan Stoutenburgh 2 IP; and Dallas Anders 3 IP), the BlackSox scored four more runs in the 5th inning, culminating with a perfectly executed suicide bunt by Andy Cavano.  With an 8-2 lead in the 6th inning, the game looked like a yawner  --  the BlackSox manned the Thunder's right field, the Thunder's depleted pitching staff looked spent, and the BlackSox offered to provide pitchers if needed. But the Thunder kept on playing, and scored 4 runs in the 7th, and threatened in the 8th, but couldn't overcome Dallas Anders' 3 strong innings, and a critical put-out at home on a passed ball.

 

Fast forward two weeks later to round one of the tournament, and the tables got turned with the Thunder beating the BlackSox 8-6. Plagued by untimely errors, and BlackSox bats chilled by the week off, the BlackSox gave up 4 unearned runs in the first inning, and 2 in the third.  The BlackSox were led at the plate by Bryan Stoutenburgh (3 for 4 night with two SB, but only 1 counted), Steve Luminais (2 for 3), Greg Raspanti (2 for 3) and Jeff Cavano (2 for 3).  Tim Hodgens Jr and Tim Sr both chipped in critical hits to keep rallies going.  The BlackSox give full credit and a tip of the hat to the Thunder's pitching staff for keeping the usually prolific BlackSox bats quiet. The BlackSox pitching staff duties were handled by Vinnie Robles (3 IP),  Bryan Stoutenburgh (5 IP) and Logan Willman (1 IP), and all pitched well enough to win.  After the lights went on, stellar defense kept the BlackSox in the game -- Tim Hodgens threw a rocket to nail a runner at the plate from left field, Andy Cavano made two spectacular catches in right field, with Mike Demarr helping to turn one of Andy's diving catches into a double play with a  great relay to nail a disbelieving base runner at first. When asked to comment, BlackSox assistant manager Gary Miggliaccio replied, "The boat's a rental, the seas are calm, the weather's warm, and the clothing's optional down here in Key West. What, me worry?" 

 Hurricanes "semis" perspective!

For the third time this season, the Hurricanes faced the perennially tough Nationals, now under the new leadership of longtime League chief umpire & knuckleball pitcher Rich Goad.  After Nationals batters pounded the Canes pitching during the two regular season games for a whopping total of 35 runs, the Canes, with a 3-3 season record in the rain-shortened season (and barely managing to avoid what would have been only their second losing season since expansion), continued to worry about what has been a porous defense and an anemic offense this fall season when today's game commenced.

"To be the best, you have to beat the best  - and the Nationals are one of the best in the League" manager Greg Budnik was heard saying to his squad before the game.  However, it was clear that something had to change for today's playoff game to end up in the Hurricanes favor like last spring's playoff game - and making that change first was Canes' starting pitcher, Legends rookie and Dale City Little League alumnus Zach Tatum, who immediately raised everyone's hopes by continually perplexing Nationals batters with a magical five innings of shutout pitching, while the Canes' defense stood tall, playing error-free ball all those innings.  

Scoring two runs on some small ball (an error, a walk and a well timed hit) in the 2nd inning, the Canes carried that slim lead into the sixth inning.  However, after the Nationals allowed a third run in the top of the sixth, and with bases loaded, "Coach" Budnik finally connected with a fastball (after four games of less-than-impressive AB's in the clean-up spot), banging a big 3-RBI double to the left center warning track and raising the lead to 6-0.  That was all that closer Alex "Seven" Budnik needed in order to finish the final four innings of the game.  The Canes chalked up three more insurance runs over the next two innings, so that even the Nationals 8th inning threat where they scored three runs and loaded the bases was not enough to keep the Canes from being able to secure the victory 9-3 and advance to an opportunity to defend their 19+ title.

Budnik added:  "This was truly a team game, with literally everyone contributing at bat and/or in the field in critical situations, like (League MVP Eric) "Wile E. Coyote" Ottenheimer's running grab in left-center to stall a big Nationals scoring opportunity, to Dayne "Ichiro" Wills key AB's, John "JD" Dean's flawless fielding, to shortstop David "Married Guy" Yates' over the shoulder grab on Al Torres' fly ball to end the game.  We're gonna miss playing the BlackSox for the title since we've had some fantastic games with them this spring and fall, but do look forward to defending our title against a strong up-and-coming Thunder this coming Sunday!"

Winning pitcher and star of the game:  Zach Tatum
Save:  Alex Budnik
GWRBI and Honorable Mention:  Greg Budnik
-------------------- 
Story and pictures courtesy “the Commish” with game reports by the managers

