North Central Connecticut Travel Basketball League – 2015-2016 Season

Ted Szymanski 875-0031  EWACTWS@cox.net
Established 1995

The purpose of the league is to provide a setting where area players can compete and prepare for future competition at the high school level as we strive to mirror the North Central Connecticut Conference (hereinafter “NCCC”).  The league will have a president, treasurer, webmaster, and board of directors, with the board responsible for overseeing the league.  
General Rules & Season Format

1. Board of Director (hereinafter “Board”) membership is limited to the towns within the NCCC and St. Martha's, a founding member of the league.

1. Annually, each town within the NCCC will be required to provide one representative to the Board.

2. The primary functions of the Board are a) to set policy for the league and b) to address protests and/or rules violations. Voting on all issues for acceptance will require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote. During the season, the Board will meet on an as-needed basis.

3. St. Martha Eligibility: St. Martha’s is the only non-town organization sanctioned to participate in the NCCC, as they were a founding member and their league affiliation has been grandfathered.

1. Player eligibility endorsed in September 2011 for St Martha’s: The roster for St. Martha's shall mirror their present practice and criteria in CYO that players must belong to St. Martha’s parish and/or school, with a maximum of two (2) non-parish players allowed. If another CYO team applied for the league, they will need to play under the same roster criteria, but the Board would still need to vote to determine acceptance. The league is limited to town affiliated programs and St. Martha’s. 
2. Towns with full voting rights for the 2015-2016 season and accepted as Board members include all towns and StMartha’s that participated in the 2014-15 season..

1. Mansfield was accepted to participate in the league on a probationary basis for the 2015-2016season. Provided no issues arise with players, coaches, and fans (including parents), teams may play in the playoffs based upon a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote by their respective division teams prior to the playoffs. If any irregularities occur, they should be reported to the Review Committee immediately. Based upon their review and recommendation to the Board, such teams may be removed from the league, immediately forfeiting any and all payments they may have submitted to the league and would have to reapply the following season.
3. Towns that are not within the NCCC that would like to participate may file a request to the NCCTBBL to Ted Szymanski at ewactws@cox.net by September 1. 
4. Non-NCCC towns will be allowed to participate under the following guidelines:

1. All non-NCCC towns must apply on an annual basis.

2. The Board will determine by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote or more to accept or reject a non-NCCC town for participation

3. Consideration will be based upon a) the needs of the division to add or subtract teams for scheduling purposes; b) past conduct within the league; and c) league integrity

4. Acceptance for playoff status for a non-NCCC town will be based upon a Board vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) majority.

5. League Fee: $170 per team for current members and $200 per team for new teams made payable to NCCTBL, and must be paid by the November 21, 2015. 


League fee is nonrefundable if you do not participate in the playoffs or do not complete the season
6. Scheduling: All teams will be provided a sixteen (16) game league schedule.

1. The 2015-2016 season will run from first weekend after Thanksgiving weekend  thru Sunday February 28, 2016. The playoffs will take place the first weekend in  March.

2. All towns must submit ten (10) home times with a minimum of 3 slots not on a Saturday.  Week night slots are acceptable, however visiting team has a right to reschedule to a non weeknight.  Home team must be informed well in advance of any such change.  Home times must be submitted by Nov 1, 2015 for their respective teams on the formatted spreadsheet provided to each  town. This must be emailed to ewactws@cox.net. NO EXCEPTIONS!
7. Team Rosters: Team rosters must be submitted to John Veit, treasurer, by December 1, 2015, on the League Roster form. Final rosters must be submitted by January 31, 2016.

8. Divisions: Boys (by grade) 5, 56A, 56B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B. Girls: 5&6A, 5&6B, 7&8A, 7&8B.

9. All teams must have adequate liability insurance from their respective organizations.

10. The Grade 5 Boys division will utilize 28.5 basketballs.

11. A division may have two or more sub-divisions based upon the number of teams in the division.

12. Admission fees to games are prohibited.

The Review Committee 
1. The Review Committee (hereinafter “Committee”) has been established by the Board to address league issues, which include eligibility, conduct, suspensions, explusions, forfeits, and making recommendations to the Board for a final two-thirds (2/3) vote.*

1. The 2015-16 Committee members are:  Fran Slattery (STMartha) Chairman, Don Longtin (Glastonbury), Patrick Boeshans (Simsbury), Steve Krajewski (Vernon), Bill Noyes (Granby), Bob Tedford (Ellington). 
2. General Procedures

1. Committee members volunteer or are asked to participate at the Board meeting each year.

2. An issue is submitted to the Committee for review.

3. Discussion rights are limited to the Committee review and those involved.

4. After discussion of the issue, the Committee renders its decision and no further discussion occurs.

5. Their final decision is final and forwarded to the Board members.

Website Advertising

1. In continuance with past practice, website advertising shall be limited to basketball-related information and shall not allow AAU clubs to advertise or recruit.

2. The web master, will continue to screen requests, and if a questionable request is submitted, he will contact the Review Committee for review and finalization decision.

Player Eligibility

1. Minimum criteria: 
a)The players must be enrolled in Grade 8 or less   
b) must live in the town they are playing for (in the instance of legally separated parents living in different towns the town the player lives in is defined as the town where they go to school          
c)have at least one (1) parent living in the NCCC town they are playing for 
d) St. Martha must meet the exception rules outlined in 
e) the BOD member sign off on all rosters submitted to verify that these requirements are being met
The above are minimum requirements implemented by the NCCC, which players must satisfy in order to be eligible for participation. Individual towns may create additional requirements, but are not required to do so.*

Once a player is accepted as eligible for a town's travel team, that player cannot play for another town's travel team within the league for the noted season.

2. Team placement will be based up the team’s request and/or previous season records.

1. As towns submit their home schedules, those teams will be reviewed for proper placement. If placement is questionable, their division assignment will be referred to the Review Committee for a final decision.

2. If a team dominated in the B division the previous season and was returning with a majority of their players, they would be placed in the A division. John Veit (Treasurer) will furnish Ted Szymanski with a list of such teams and rosters.*

3. Players can be listed on two (2) or more rosters.

1. Players may be on multiple rosters, but can only play up one (1) grade level within the same town. Furthermore, at playoffs, the player must declare the one (1) team they will play on for the tournament, as they can only be on one (1) tournament roster.*

4. Playoff Eligibility: Players must be on a final roster submitted January 31, 2015, and no minimum games are necessary. If the player is on multiple rosters, they must declare at the time of the playoffs the team they will represent. 

1. If a playoff team does not have a sufficient number of players to participate, the team must appeal to the Committee to allow the player(s) to play on more than one roster.

Amended player eligibility rules as of Oct 1, 2015:

· Must be a verifiable resident of the town they play for

· Age limitations based upon the player’s age as of April1 at the conclusion of the season:   Grade 5 – 12
Grade 6 – 13
Grade 7 – 14
Grade 8 – 15

· For players with parents living in 2 different towns, player residency will be based upon the town where the player attends school

· Players that do not meet the amended criteria but played in the league before, their eligibility will be grand-fathered in.  A waiver may be issued to allow them to play, however, the waiver must be requested to the review committee.

· The eligibility of Choice students will be based upon each individual town’s policies.   Towns utilizing Choice players must submit to the Review Committee by December 1 the player’s name, residence address, and school attending.  If it appears the player is not a true Choice player, but a recruited player the player may not be allowed to play.  This decision will be based upon the Review Committee’s review of the player’s information. 

· Proof of age and residency must be provided if eligibility is questioned by an opposing coach.

· NCCTBL provides various and comparable divisions of play for both genders. Players must be gender appropriate to participate in the league.

Guidelines for Games

1. Games will take place on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Sunday games cannot start before 12:30pm or start later than 7:30pm.   Weeknight games may be played, but only if acceptable by both teams
2. High school rules will apply, including no pressing or half court trapping in the fourth (4th) quarter with a lead of  twenty (20) points or greater.

3. The home team is responsible for providing two (2) qualified referees.
4. Responsibilities for Coaches

1. Coaches must view themselves as role models and conduct themselves properly at all times.

1. If a problem arises with either the coaches or the referees, the town they represent should be informed immediately to promptly address the problem.

2. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of his or her players, coaching staff, and fans (including parents).

1. Fans are here to support the players. If a fan becomes problematic, the coach will be informed immediately to address the issue. However, if the problem continues, a technical foul will be assessed to the head coach, and the opposing team will be awarded two (2) foul shots and possession of the ball. Furthermore, the fan must be removed from the building, and if the fan refuses to vacate, the game will end immediately and result in a forfeit win for the opposing team.

5. Game Cancellations

1. If a game must be canceled due to gym availability, the host team should provide the visiting team at least two (2) days notice.

2. All makeups must be completed by February 21st. 

3. If a team cancels a game with less than forty-eight (48) hours notice for no apparent reason and the host team is billed for referees for the canceled game, the team that canceled may be billed up to $60 for the referees. 
4. Every effort should be made to make up a game. Makeup games should be completed within 2 weeks from the original date, and if agreed by both teams, a weeknight makeup game is acceptable.

· If a team that cancels a game, refuses a makeup game when the opposing team provides several alternative dates, the game will be considered a forfeit. If two forfeits are assessed against a team in this manner, the team may not be allowed to participate in the playoffs.  The Review Committee will be provided the details of teams refusing to complete a makeup and through their established procedures provide final ruling on assessing a forfeit.
5. In the event of inclement weather, the host team should provide at least 3 (three) hours notice regarding game status.

6. The host team must have a medical kit, ice packs, and a phone available for emergencies.

7. Division schedules will be prepared and provided for at the League Scheduling Meeting. The schedule provided is a starting point, and the meeting provides the opportunity for teams to adjust their schedules as needed. If a coach is aware of a conflict, this is the best time to reschedule.

1. Due to gym availability, teams may play more than one (1) game in a single day.

2. The League Meeting will take place on Saturday, November 21, 2015, at 2:00pm at the East Windsor Middle School. Please arrive at 1:30pm to submit league fees John Veit, treasurer.
8. Any changes in league rules will be based upon the change presented to membership at the Annual Scheduling Meeting. The voting will be one-vote-one-town from the current member towns, with a two-thirds (2/3) majority required to allow acceptance of any changes in league rules.

League Meeting to distribute schedules will take place on Saturday, November 21, 2015, at 2:00pm at the East Windsor Middle School. League fees ($170/team for returning teams, $200 for new teams check payable to NCCTBL) are due this day. Please arrive by 1:30pm as John Veit (Treasurer) will be collecting all checks. 
Playoff Format

Playoffs will be a single elimination format.  John Veit, treasurer, will provide each division host with a pairings format to conduct the playoffs.  Host site is to follow the noted format.  The League will purchase the trophies based upon a team trophy for both the first and second place finishers and 12 individual player trophies for each of the teams playing in the finals. Ted Szymanski will co-ordinate trophy distribution.  The web-master, will finalize division standings and will post the information .
1. Each division will be responsible for coordinating their playoffs with John Veit, treasurer.

2. Playoffs for grades 5 and  6 will be Feb 24-Feb28.  Playoffs for Grades 7&8 will be March 2-6.   Due to lateness of Thanksgiving, loss of 2 weeks during the holidays, and historical conflicts with gym availability when high school teams are participating in the State tournament, we will utilize a 2-weekend format.
3. General Guidelines for Playoff Games

1. High school rules will apply to playoff games, including no pressing or half-court trapping in the fourth (4th) quarter with a twenty (20) point or greater lead.

2. The home team is responsible for providing two (2) qualified referees.

3. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of his or her fans, coaching staff, parents and fans
1. Fans are here to support the players. If a fan becomes problematic, the coach will be informed immediately to address the issue. However, if the problem continues, a technical foul will be assessed to the head coach, and the opposing team will be awarded two (2) foul shots and possession of the ball. Furthermore, the fan must be removed from the building, and if the fan refuses to vacate, the game will end immediately and result in a forfeit win for the opposing team.

4. All teams are required to play in the single elimination playoff. Failure to participate will result in sanctions decided upon by the Review Committee
5. Most playoff s will have all the division’s teams in 1 group.  Multiple groups may occur based upon the number of teams and final results.  John Veit and Ted Szymanski will coordinate. 
6. Host site will be responsible for informing all teams within their group the playoff schedule, pairings, times and locations.  Top-ranked teams may receive a bye based upon the number of teams and pairings in their respective division. 

7. Playoff seeding for all teams is determined by win-loss record percentages. Tiebreakers shall be determined by Chris Willey, webmaster with such criteria as  head-to-head,  but will not utilize point differential as a criteria item. John Veit, treasurer, will co-ordinate the playoff schedules to hosts.
8. Pairings for playoffs will be based upon teams’ final league record.

9. The team with the best record has first option to host their division's playoffs. If they decline, others in the division may host where the team with the next best record having first option to host. Multiple towns may host if agreed upon.
10. Requests to host must be submitted to Ted Szymanski by February 14, 2016. Based upon requests received, playoff  hosts will be announced on the website by February 21, 2016.  The host site must have gym availability, officials, security, etc. at a reasonable cost. The approximate amount available to a host site would be the number of teams they are hosting x $150 per team . 
11. Trophies will be provided by the league with distribution completed by Ted Szymanski.
12. The league treasurer will issue one (1) check to each division for playoffs based upon total teams participating. As such, each division will be responsible for disbursing funds to host sites.

13. Trophies will be awarded to the playoff's first- and second-place teams. Both shall receive a team trophy and up to 12 individual trophies for the players.
14. If a team declines to participate in their respective playoffs, their nonrefundable entry fee will be applied towards website costs. The maximum amount a division can receive to host playoffs cannot exceed league fees (less web and trophy costs) collected from respective teams in the division.
15. The playoff host site cannot charge teams any additional fees beyond the initial entry fee – namely, they cannot charge for admission to the facility nor can they charge any additional fees to participating teams.
