Welcome to Rocky Mountain Storm Lacrosse registration.  If you have participated with us in the past, you will notice a few changes for this season.  I would like to take a couple of moments to explain these changes.

Last year the Storm provided all players with new uniforms.  This was for several different reasons.  The previous uniforms had been purchased through Boat House for three continuous seasons.  They were very nice uniforms but the style had run its course and it was time for change.  In addition, every season we were having more and more supplier issues and had to scramble at the last minute to get uniforms to the players on game day.  The club had always provided uniforms and then collected them at the end of the season with a budgeted three season turn around.  We didn’t feel it was fair to suddenly place the burden of new uniform expense on the participates and we took the monetary hit.  This year we will be using the same uniforms as last season and we will be selling uniforms (jersey, shorts, and shooter shirt) to those that need them.

There are several increases in expenses this season including league registration, supplemental field costs, and training for coaches.  As a result, we are raising the registration cost accordingly.  The boy’s league, CYLA, has raised the fees due to the increase in the number of weeks and games.  Each team will now play two additional games.  Therefore the cost of the boy’s registration has been increased more than the girl’s.  Our main supplier of practice and game fields, APEX Park and Recreation, periodically upgrades the field areas and expects field use organizations to monetarily help out with these upgrades.  This caught us by surprise this last season and we have now provided a line item in the budget.  This coming season will provide an increase in training for Storm coaches.  It has been decided by the board that the most important service we provide to our player participants is the teaching of good fundamental lacrosse skills that will help them be successful at the next level.  Our best path for this is to make sure the coaches are well educated and on the same lacrosse page.

In the past, Storm has always automatically registered and paid for each team to participate in the Lacrosse Outreach Jamboree that occurs at the end of the season.  This year we will end that tradition for a few reasons.  Over the last few seasons there have been teams that drop out of the tournament at the last minute and the registration money has been wasted.  This year the registration fees have been increased substantially and that would have been an even greater increase in our individual registration fees.  Due to venue availability, NCAA conflicts, and sponsor considerations, the CYLA State Championship has been moved this year to conflict with the traditional Jamboree weekend.  The Jamboree has now been moved to conflict with the Colorado Cup.  It is undeterminable how many players will have various conflicts and we have elected to leave participation up to the individual teams.  Storm still fully supports Lacrosse Outreach and the Jamboree and will highly encourage the individual teams/coaches to participate.
One change that has already been implemented was the fall red level tryouts.  Although we experienced a few bumps that we will learn from for future seasons, the tryouts were very successful.  At this point we have our red level teams selected and rosters can be viewed in the tryout area of the website.  This will greatly increase our efficiency for the white and blue level teams in January and give the coaches a chance to work with the teams earlier.  I would like to thank all of those that were able to shuffle around their schedules to attend the red level tryouts.
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Thank you for your attention to this announcement.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any further questions as we continue to work hard to make sure the 2015 Rocky Mountain Storm Lacrosse season is the best yet.  See you on the field.  GO STORM!
