
 
 
 

FALL FIELD MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 
 
Basic Preparations 
 
Before beginning your fall maintenance routine it is a good idea to complete 
the following steps: 
 

 Remove the bases and cover the base anchor sleeves 
 Drag the skinned areas and baselines 
 Recondition the mound and home plate areas 
 Recondition the bullpen mound and home plate areas 
 Replace and tamp any loose divots in turf areas 
 Mow turf areas 
 Dispose of trash in and around the field and bleacher areas 

 
 
Fall Routine 
 
Once your field has been prepped you are ready to begin your fall field 
maintenance routine.  A general fall maintenance routine should consist of 
the following: 
 

 Perform soil and tissue test: Have a local agronomy specialist assess your 
field’s soil makeup and nutrient levels. The results of these tests will 
determine how to best care for your field.   

 
 Aerate: The results of your soil and tissue tests will determine which of 

the various aeration techniques are best-suited for your field.  As a rule of 
thumb, the greater the use of the field (or specific area of the field), the 
more intensive and frequent aeration is needed.   

 
 De-thatch or verticut turf: De-thatching is the process of removing 

thatched layers from the turf.  Heavy thatch can cause turf disease and 
prevent nutrients from reaching the root zone. While it is easiest to use a 
de-thatching machine, you may achieve the same results with a leaf rake. 
If you are able to verticut your field, the fall is usually a good time to do 
so.  Verticutting removes thatch while scratching the ground surface 
under the turf.  This makes it easier for nutrients to penetrate the root 
zone, which in-turn stimulates growth. 

 
 



 Over-seed and top dress: The components and technique used for this 
process depend on the results of your soil tests.  Usually, a top dressing 
application consists of a mixture of sand and compost.  After the top dress 
is in place the field should be over-seeded, especially in areas that exhibit 
wear-and-tear. 

 
 Fertilize: Results from your soil test, as well as the local climate will also 

determine the course of action for fertilization.  Fertilizers contain 
nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium all of which help stimulate new 
growth and increase the turf’s resiliency. 

 
 Apply post-emergent herbicides: Based on the individual needs of your 

turf, a post-emergent herbicide may be advisable.  There are a variety of 
post-emergent herbicides available for invasive weeds such as dandelion, 
ground ivy, plantain and buckhorn.  Always pay close attention to the 
manufacturer’s instructions when using any herbicide product. 

 
 Limestone (every other year): Limestone helps regulate the acidity of 

your field while increasing levels of important nutrients such as calcium, 
magnesium and phosphorous.  The schedule for limestone application is 
determined by the pH level of your soil. Usually, a field should receive a 
limestone application once every two years. 

 
 Complete renovations or reconstruction projects (if needed) 

In most regions, fall is the best time of year to renovate or reconstruct your 
playing surface.  Whether you’re planning minor renovations or a major 
overhaul, beginning your project during this time of year will afford your 
field the necessary recovery time before the spring season. 

 
 
A Copy of Baseball Field Maintenance: A General Guide for Fields of All Levels is 
available for download at 
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/downloads/btf_field_maintenance_guide.pdf 


