
 
 
HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 
HHA Board Meeting December 13, 2005 
 
In Attendance: Jay Wolter, Mike Wagner, Kathy Yukica, Chris Healy, Ross Jones, Steve Benson, Amy 
Peters, Carmen Sanderson, Jay Marshall, Karin Thorburn, Chris Keating 
 

1. The Board approved the minutes from the November 8 Board meeting. 
2. Registrar Kathy Yukica reports no registration issues of note. 
3. Mike Wagner made a brief treasurer’s report, noting that he still forecasts a $9,000 deficit from 

operations.  
4. The Board voted its unanimous approval of a resolution thanking the local businesses that have 

helped with sponsorships, specifically: 
 

- The 379 Group, a Canaan-based national marketing and communications 
consulting firm owned by Myra and Thomas Oppel. 

 
- Timken Aerospace 
 
- Panasonic Computer Solutions Company 
 
- HP Roofing, LLC 

 
5. The Board next considered the request of an out-of-district girl player, cut from her high school 

team, who doesn’t now have a competitive hockey option in her town.  She wishes to join an HHA 
Girls Team, preferably the Green team because she is an older kid.  She did not register for HHA, 
nor did she participate in tryouts, therefore, her team placement is problematic.  Because she is 
much older than the current members of the White team, the Board voted to allow the requested 
placement.  The Board expressed its sentiment that HHA remain faithful to its policy on tryouts 
and team placement, but recognized that the policy can not be written to fully anticipate all of the 
potential issues that can arise. 

6. Jack Turco and Sean O’Leary are doing a great job maintaining the midget program given the 
difficulty of an exceedingly large roster and the Board noted its appreciation 

7. The coaching coordinator reported no significant issues. 
8. Nor did the parent coordinator. 
9. In response to an inquiry from Greater Lebanon Youth Hockey Association’s Board, the HHA 

Board considered a resolution authorizing a four-person team representing HHA to meet with 
representatives of GLYHA to articulate the pros and cons that the boards, families, and players 
from of each association would face if any proposal regarding merger of the two programs were 
introduced in the future.  Special care was taken to clarify that the Board is not considering a 
merger at this time, only reviewing what the committee can identify as pros and what the 
committee can identify as cons as a preliminary step to more serious consideration of a potential 
merger.  The Board approved this resolution. 

10.  Karin Thorburn agreed to prepare a revised version of HHA’s current refund policy for review. 
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11. The Board approved a proposal to conduct a formal process of evaluating the efficacy of our 
special coaching program on skating skills. 

12. The Board returned to consider budget issues as it confronted the likelihood of significantly 
increased costs for ice time next season.  A four-person team was formed to consider options for 
fund raising.  Mike Wagner agreed to prepare some preliminary projections regarding costs for 
next year. 

13.  The Board then engaged in a lengthy discussion concerning the report by the Operations 
Committee on the objectives HHA should pursue in the development of Mite-level players.  
Mssrs. Gardner, Jones, Healy, and Peters were thanked for their thoughtful report and their efforts 
to seek the valuable perspectives of Roger Demment, Dick Dodds, and Brian Drew.  A copy of the 
report is attached to these minutes. 

 
A lot of opinions were expressed about the relative importance to player development of having 
the association adopt a strong presumption in favor of fielding a highly competitive travel-mite 
option year-in and year-out.  There were also philosophical points made about whether HHA 
should come out strongly in favor of travel hockey or whether the association should tailor 
programs to match the wishes of the majority of parents and players each year. 
 
The Board generally agreed that HHA should offer competitive, GSL travel hockey for Mite-level 
players, as well as the Valley Mite program.  There was not consensus regarding how far HHA 
should go to ensure that travel hockey is an option for Mite players.  Several ideas were discussed, 
including: 

 
A. Making a clear statement that HHA believes participation in our travel mite program will 

likely enhance a player’s short- and long-term development as a player; 
B. Take steps to increase substantially the competitive level of play in the Valley Mite 

program; and/or, 
C. Require participation in travel mites once a player is deemed, after evaluation, to be ready 

for this level of play. 
 
The Board also considered observations gleaned from the registration data concerning the inherent 
numbers problems HHA will have fielding teams at the Mite level.  The Board also noted that the 
association needs to be careful about not losing players to other programs because we don’t offer 
the full panoply of opportunities for play. 
 
No formal resolutions resulted from this dialogue. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Keating, Secretary 


