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FOUNDATIONS OF BWSA 
 
The Big Walnut Soccer Association was established in 1989 and is classified as a not-for-profit corporation.  BWSA 
is a volunteer organization whose purpose is to provide an amateur soccer program, dedicated to the enjoyment and 
education of soccer, by: 
 

a.) Providing instruction and training of youth and other interested persons in the rules, techniques and 
skills of the sport of soccer; 

 
b.) Improving and developing the skills and capabilities of youth and other interested persons in playing 

or otherwise participating in soccer competition; 
 

c.) Sponsoring and conducting amateur soccer competition, organizing soccer teams and related groups 
of personnel, and otherwise conducting programs in which youth and other interested persons may 
compete among each other or otherwise participate on an amateur basis in the sport of soccer; and 

 
d.) Participating, as the Executive Board may authorize, in any other activity promoting soccer 

competition within the provisions of Chapter 1072 of the Ohio Revised Code and Section 501 8 (3) 
of the IRC. 
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ABOUT OUR PROGRAM 
 
BWSA RECREATIONAL PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 
 
The BWSA "recreational" program is dedicated to the enjoyment and education of soccer.  Our first priority will be 
to see that the teams have FUN!  Secondly, it is our goal to help our children understand and play the game of 
soccer.  Everyone loves to have a winning season, but "adult" egos should be set aside and emphasis should be placed 
on the children's welfare, not your team standing. 
 
Even though the commitment of a family's time may be significant, being a part of youth sports is well worth it.  
Players and parents often develop long-lasting friendships with teammates and their families.  The players learn 
many things that they can apply throughout their lifetimes such as; the value of hard work, perseverance, and 
teamwork.  Playing soccer, or any sport, also encourages closer relationships between parent and child because the 
parent must be involved in the child's day to day activities.  We welcome you to the Big Walnut Soccer Association 
and hope your experiences are positive. 
 
VOLUNTEERS 
 
BWSA is a not for profit organization, therefore, the need for volunteers in all areas is of high importance.  The 
recreational and Middle School leagues are composed of all volunteer coaches.  Each season, BWSA seeks additional 
volunteer coaches as new teams form and existing teams find a need for a new head coach and/or assistant coach.  
BWSA provides free training for all coaches.  Additionally, coaches wishing to further their coaching experience can 
enroll in one of the coaches licensing clinics which will be paid by BWSA, budget permitting. 
Additional volunteers are needed for: Officers and Directors   Committees 

Telephoning    Team Parent Representative 
Team Sponsors 
Referees/linesmen 

BWSA MEMBERSHIP 
 
All members of The Big Walnut Soccer Association, including players, coaches, officials, parents, officers and 
directors, will be expected to comply with the meaning, spirit and philosophy of BWSA, as well as, all BWSA league 
rules and regulations as set forth in this Rules and Procedures manual and in the BWSA constitution. 
 
The Executive Board has the exclusive right to authorize or terminate at will, with or without cause, an individual's 
participation with the Association. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
BWSA has two soccer seasons each year. The Fall Season runs from August through October with the application 
deadline in early July. The Spring Season runs from March through May with the application deadline in early 
February. Participants must both register and pay the appropriate fee for each season, separately. 
 
To register:  Every player must submit a completed BWSA League Application and  Medical Release form, both 
signed by a parent or legal guardian, and include the designated application fee prior to any participation in BWSA 
activities.  The medical release, application and fee must be received by the appropriate deadline, unless prior 
arrangements have been made and approved by the BWSA Executive Board. 
 
Applications received after the deadline will be assessed a $10.00 late fee and your child will be placed on a waiting 
list.  Late applications slow down the administrative process of preparing for the season.  Our goal is to have all 
team information to the coaches one month prior to the start of the season.  We recognize the fact that many 
families have a busy schedule and early soccer schedules allow parents to plan for the BWSA season. 
 
BWSA reserves the right to restrict entry, even if applications are received by the deadline, if the number of 
applicants exceeds that which can be competently and efficiently managed. 
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THE REGISTRATION FEE 
 
The registration fee for the Recreational League covers  the cost  of awards, equipment, field maintenance, referees, 
advertising, application processing and players/coaches jerseys.  The Middle School League registration fee covers 
the aforementioned costs incurred by the MSL Program, as well as  MSSA league and tournament fees. 
 
SPONSORS 
 
BWSA gratefully accepts both Team Sponsors and League Sponsors. Team sponsors are those sponsors who wish to 
help provide team jerseys for players and coaches. The sponsor's family name or business name will be printed on 
the back of each player's jersey on the team they are sponsoring. A League Sponsor is a sponsor who makes a 
general donation to the League.  League Sponsor funds will be used to purchase equipment or provide scholarships for 
those who would otherwise not be able to play.   If you are interested in being a team or league sponsor, please call a 
BWSA board member. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
It is the intention of Big Walnut Soccer Association to provide a fun-filled, quality soccer program for every child in 
the Big Walnut area, regardless of their parents ability to pay.  If you, or someone you know is suffering a financial 
hardship please contact an officer or director prior to the registration deadline. We have a limited number of 
scholarships available.  Your request will be held in the strictest confidence. 
 
SHOE EXCHANGE: 
 
BWSA offers a shoe exchange program for those who wish to participate.  When your child out-grows their soccer 
shoes, donate them to the league.  If your child needs a pair of soccer shoes and we have the size you need, just take 
them.  When you donate shoes please make sure they are in good condition; they are clean; and the shoes are tied 
together at the laces with the size clearly marked on an attached tag.  If you take a pair of shoes make sure you 
return them at the end of the season.  The shoes are kept in the equipment shed at Souders and may be dropped 
off/picked up via your coach or any board member. 
 
WHERE DO WE PLAY/ FACILITY REGULATIONS 
 
All BWSA teams play at Hylen Souders Elementary School, 4121 Miller Paul Rd. Galena.  Our soccer fields are 
located at the corner of Miller Paul Rd. and Center Village Rd. (Soccer field diagram next page). 
 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW 
 
1.) Coaches and parents do not ever allow your child or any child to hang on the goals.  They are not 
designed as gymnastics equipment.  Any misuse of the goals could result in serious injury, as well as, possible 
dismissal from the league.  For everyone's safety, please discuss this with your children. 

 
2.) Do not kick or throw balls at or on top of the school building or the storage shed. If a soccer ball should 
accidentally be kicked onto the roof of the school building, DO NOT attempt to retrieve it.  Wait until the 
next school day and have the school staff get the ball for you. 

 
3.) Each player should bring their own water bottles and soccer balls to practices and games.  Please label all 
belongings.  As you leave the field after a game, make sure you are not taking home a BWSA game ball by 
mistake. 

 
4.) Coaches expect their players to arrive at the field at least 1/2 hour before game time for warm-up and 
instruction. 
 
5.) For your convenience, we have three port-a-johns located by the septic treatment area. 
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RULES FOR USE OF SOUDERS FACILITY: 
 

PARKING AREAS 
 

PLEASE DRIVE SLOWLY!  There are many children playing on School grounds and running across the 
parking lot to and from the soccer fields. 

 
It is very important that we PARK ONLY IN THE AREAS THAT WE ARE PERMITTED!!! 

 
1.) Utilize the gravel parking lot by the soccer fields and the PAVED parking area located at the 
front of the school first. 

 
2.) Park on the playground at the rear of the school only when necessary. 

 
3.) DO NOT park along either side of Center Vil lage Rd. or Miller Paul Rd. 

 
4.) DO NOT park on the grass around the school. 
 
5.) DO NOT bring pets of any kind to the fields. 

 
We encourage you to car pool.  The fewer number of cars parked at Souders will mean fewer parking 
problems. 

 
FIELD LAYOUT WILL BE POSTED IN SHED WHEN COMPLETED. 
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BWSA CODE OF CONDUCT 
FOR SOCCER PLAYERS, PARENTS, COACHES, REFEREES, LINESMEN, AND SPECTATORS 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE BWSA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

The Board of Directors of the Big Walnut Soccer Association encourages communication among all players, 
coaches, officials, parents, and volunteers.  BWSA is dedicated to providing a quality program for the enjoyment and 
education of soccer.  Our first priority is to see that our participants have fun.  Secondly, it is our goal to help our 
children understand and play the game of soccer in a safe and enjoyable atmosphere. 
 

Before, during, and after a game the referee has control of the field and is expected to enforce both the laws 
of soccer and the regulations of BWSA.  The referee's decisions are final and are not to be openly or directly 
challenged. 
 

If you have a problem, question, or complaint concerning a law interpretation or a league regulation, please 
see your coach.  They can usually resolve it for you.  If not, he or she can direct the problem to the proper channels 
for resolution. 
 

Good sportsmanship is expected of everyone.  Hostile conduct is inappropriate behavior; it will not be 
tolerated and will result in your expulsion from the field for the remainder of that game and/or your team's next 
scheduled game. 
 

In keeping with BWSA philosophy, the Board of Directors endorses the attached code of conduct for all 
spectators and participants.  Adoption of this code of conduct by all league members and guests will prevent any 
misunderstandings and help keep situations in the proper perspective. 
 
A PARENT'S CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

**  Children have more need of example than criticism. 
**  Attempt to relieve the pressure of competition, not increase it.  A child is easily affected by outside 
influences. 
**  Be kind to your child's coach and to the officials.  The coach is a volunteer, giving of personal time to 
provide a recreational activity for your child. 
**  The opponents are necessary friends.  Without them your child could not participate. 
**  Applaud good plays by your team and by members of the opposing team. 
**  Do not openly question an official's judgment and honesty.  Officials are symbols of fair play, integrity 
and sportsmanship. 
**  Accept the results of each game.  Encourage your children to be gracious in victory, and to turn defeat 
into victory by working toward improvement. 

 
The Parent's Code, as adapted from the United States Youth Soccer Association Codes of Conduct, reprinted from a brochure made available by the USYSA and 
Coca-Cola. 
 
BWSA CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
It is one of the principals of the Big Walnut Soccer Association that the highest standards of ethics and sportsmanship be maintained 
by all participants, including spectators, at all times.  The ethics and sportsmanship of the players, coaches, officials, parents and 
others associated with the game must be exemplary and beyond reproach.  Everyone participating and watching must conduct 
themselves so as to be a credit to the Sport and the Association. 
 
The following CODE OF CONDUCT for soccer prescribes the duties and basic responsibilities of those playing, administering, and 
watching the game: 
 

1.) All coaches, officials, players, spectators, Officers and Directors of the Association must comply with the meaning 
and spirit of the Constitution, rules, regulations and policies as adopted by the Executive Board of BWSA. 

2.) All coaches, players and spectators must show respect for all decisions of the officials and efforts of all participants.  
They must conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner at all times so as to dignify the game of soccer.  
Unsportsmanlike conduct, including "Booing"/berating, is not permitted at any time.  A referee will issue a warning 
(yellow card) to any individual(s) showing disrespect.  Ejection (red card) will follow for repeat offenders. 
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3.) Coaches, spectators, players, and parents are NOT to harass the officials or challenge their decisions before, during, 
or after the match.  A red card may be issued for the first offense if, in the officials judgment, it is warranted.  Ejected 
individuals must leave the playing area immediately. 
A head coach or an official assistant coach, and ONLY those individuals, may discuss with the official(s) a rule 
interpretation at either the half-time interval or after the game has concluded.  This discussion must be done with 
dignity, sincerity and in a proper and calm demeanor.  A referee is not required to discuss his/her call with any other 
individual.  If another individual(s) has a question(s) concerning an official's call or a rule interpretation, the 
individual(s) may discuss the matter with a coach, who may, in-turn, discuss the official's call with the referee. 

4.) Abuse, intimidation or other undignified discussion with, or about, an official is not permitted at any time under 
any circumstances.  If such a situation occurs, the referee will issue a warning (yellow card) to the individual(s) in 
violation.  A repeat offense by the same individual(s) will lead to an ejection (red card) from the premises of the 
offending individual(s). 

5.) Coaches should motivate their players to control themselves at all times, thereby preventing any unsportsmanlike 
act(s) against opponents, players, officials or spectators. 

6.) Coaches and officials will not tolerate actions by any player which are deemed to be physically dangerous to another 
player. Coaches and spectators must not incite players to initiate any retaliatory action regardless of the provocation, 
or to imply to the players dissatisfaction with the officials (verbal or by gesture). 

7.) Coaches, parents, volunteer linesmen, and spectators will not use their position to upset or intimidate either their 
own team players nor an opposing team's players.  Profanity should not be used by any of the aforementioned 
individuals. 

8.) Coaches may be held responsible for the actions of their team parents, assistant coaches, players and spectators. 
9.) Coaches will focus and instill in their players, the habit of properly respecting opponents, officials and spectators.  

Players, coaches, officials and spectators are not to direct any unbecoming or unsportsmanlike language or personal 
remarks to any other players, coaches, officials or spectators. 

10.) Coaches, players and officials must cooperate in an effort to avoid unnecessary delays in the game. 
11.) The decision of the referee is final with regard to all matters directly associated with the play of a game.  Regardless 

of the nature of an issue of disagreement, it is not possible or permitted to appeal or protest the outcome, or any part 
of, a game. 

12.) Defacing, destroying, vandalism or theft of any property belonging to the Association is not permitted and, at the 
sole discretion of the Executive Board, the Association may pursue legal action against the responsible 
individual(s). 

13.) Under no circumstances, will the use of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, tobacco related products or illegal drugs by 
coaches, players or officials be permitted during any BWSA practices, scrimmages, or games. 

 
BREACH OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Any violation of the Code of Conduct will be deemed unsportsmanlike conduct. 
 
It is everyone's responsibility to insure that the Code of Conduct is maintained at all times, and that breaches of said Code are 
reported to the Investigative Committee (via the BWSA Executive Board) in writing within 24 hours of the incident, or as soon 
thereafter as is practicable.  Such action can be initiated by a player, coach, parent, official, BWSA staff, officer, or director, or adult 
spectator and is independent of any warning or ejection by the referee. 
 
All reported incidents will be reviewed by the Investigative Committee, and if deemed necessary, they will conduct an investigative 
hearing as set forth in the BWSA constitution. 
 
If a coach is ejected (red carded) from a game by a referee, the ejected coach must appear before the Investigative Committee of the 
Association.  If the coach is found at fault on the first offense and the coach incurs a second offense within the same soccer season, the 
coach must again appear before the Investigative Committee.  If the coach is found at fault on the second offense by the Investigative 
Committee and the Executive Board, the coach may be relieved of all coaching responsibilities for a period not to exceed six months. 
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USYSA - THE GAME FOR KIDS! 
PARENTS GUIDE TO US YOUTH SOCCER 
US Youth Soccer, Inc. 1992 4th printing 9/92 
 
 
PLAYERS CODE: 
 

* Play the game for the game's sake. 
* Be generous when you win. 
* Be graceful when you lose. 
* Be fair always no matter what the cost. 
* Obey the laws of the game. 
* Work for the good of your team. 
* Accept the decisions of the officials with good grace. 
* Believe in the honesty of your opponents. 
* Conduct yourself with honor and dignity. 

 
PLAYERS RIGHTS: 
 

* The right to decide when to participate in soccer. 
* The right to play in every game. At younger ages, every child should have an opportunity 
   to play at least 50%  of every game. No child should have to stand and watch at practice. 
* The right to be taught the fundamentals of soccer. 
* The right to participate in a safe and healthy environment. 
* The right to play as a child and enjoy participation in the sport. 

 
PARENT'S ROLE: 
 

* Provide transportation to and from all practices and games ensuring that the player is prompt not 
   only in arriving but also his/her departure. 
* Stay and watch practices, as well as, games and lend the young players your support in a positive manner. 
   Do not point out their mistakes, leave that up to the coach, but dwell on their accomplishments, as well as, their efforts. 
* If unable to attend the practice or game encourage your child not to talk to or leave with strangers. 
* Ensure your child brings equipment to and from all soccer games and practices when appropriate. 
* Be available to kick the ball around with your child when you are invited to do so. 
* Avoid material rewards. Build an attitude of "the rewards lie in the fun of being able to play" and team accomplishments. 
* Be a good listener.  Make them feel important and let them know that they are contributing to a team effort. 
* Be positive. Never criticize. 
* ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO BE A CHILD. 

 
GUIDES TO SOCCER PARENTHOOD: 
 

* In competition, someone always loses.  If you win, do it gracefully, not boastfully.  If you lose, 
   do not allow your child to become negative. 
* Too much competition, too soon, can slow down a child's progress in skill development. 
* Make fun and technique development your first priority. 
* Your child's coach will need all the support and help you can offer.  Please, make yourself 
   available and volunteer all the time you can spare. 
* Disagreements with the coach or officials do not belong on the public soccer field. 
   Questions, input, and positive suggestions should be voiced to the coach and/or League 
   official in an adult atmosphere (the youth player should not be present). 
* The overall purpose is to enjoy the game and the opportunity to be with your child on the field of play. 
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PLAYER ELIGIBILITY AND TEAM ASSIGNMENT 
 
PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 
 
No player may participate in any BWSA practice, scrimmage, or game without first turning in to the BWSA office an application and 
medical release form signed by a parent or legal guardian, and including the prescribed entry fee. 
 
BWSA currently has three leagues within the program: 

1.) RECREATIONAL LEAGUE 
2.) MIDDLE SCHOOL LEAGUE 
3.) SELECT LEAGUE 
 

 
1.)  RECREATIONAL LEAGUE: 
 
Open to boys and girls.  Pre-school children must turn 4 years of age by May 1 of the Spring Season or must turn 4 by October 1 for 
the Fall season.  Pre-school and school age children between the grades of Kindergarten through the 5th grade will play in the 
Recreational League. 
 
BWSA will make every attempt to establish divisions in which a minimal difference exists between the ages of the players within the 
league.  However, BWSA reserves the right to combine age divisions when necessary.  In addition, we will make every attempt to 
form both girl's and boy's leagues when numbers permit.  When sufficient numbers do not exist, all teams will be co-ed. 
 
Assignment of Players 
 
Teams are formed by random placement and experience level. The BWSA Board will make every attempt to balance the teams in an 
equal and fair manner by utilizing a player rating system when possible. 
 
BWSA teams will be formed each Fall season and will remain together for the following Spring season, unless: 

- The application arrives after the deadline and the roster has been filled; 
- The player indicates via their current application that they wish to be placed on a different team; or, 
- The team folds (in this event we will keep all players who have signed up from that team together to 
  form a new team, adding new players and/or coaches. 
- New teams will be formed in the Spring to accommodate additional applicants, when necessary. 

Coaches receive a roster with their assigned players.  No coach will allow any child to play on their team during a game that was 
not officially assigned to them by the league.  Violations are subject to disciplinary action by the board. 
 
Recruiting 
 
It will be considered a recruiting violation, if a coach, assistant coach, or parent either directly or indirectly, actively solicits a player 
to transfer to his/her team from any other BWSA team once a player has been assigned to a team or in between the Fall and Spring 
seasons.  Violations will be called before the Investigative Committee. 
 
 
Dropping From A Team 
 
If a player wishes to be dropped from their previous (Fall season) team, the player will be assigned by the Board to another team (for 
Spring season) - WE DO NOT GUARANTEE ANY SPECIFIC TEAM, and the player will be responsible for purchasing a new team 
jersey. 

- No team transfer may take place while a season is in progress.  Transfers will only be considered in between the Fall  
   and Spring seasons. 

 
-Transfers will only be granted if there is an opening on a team.  No player will be added to a team that currently has the   
- maximum number of players as set by the board, nor will any incoming new players or transfers be allowed to force an  
- existing player out of their position on a team. 
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Special Requests 
 
BWSA will follow strict guidelines in allowing a special request. Even though a child, parent or coach may make a request for 
placement on a particular team, the Board will have the sole discretion as to the placement of the player onto a team. 

1.) Each coach/assistant coach will have their own child on their team providing that the child is assigned to the age division 
in which the parent is coaching. 
2.) Siblings will be placed on the same team, providing that they are assigned to the same age division. 
3.) The Board may allow a request for players to be placed on the same team to accommodate car pooling providing: 

a.) this does not include the placement of a majority of players within one team. 
b.) you may not request a specific coach 
c.) the players making the request must be in the same age division 
d.) the requests must be made within the guidelines of other team formations (must still have the balance of girls to 
boys - balance of ages and balance of rated players.) 

4.) The Board will honor a request NOT to place your child with a specific Coach, however, you may not choose a particular 
coach. 
5.) No player will be allowed to Aplay up@ out of their age division unless they have met with all conditions 
previously set forth by the board.  The Board has the sole discretion to approve or deny a request to play out of an 
assigned division. 

 
Letting Up/ Mercy Rule 
 
All coaches shall be willing to "let up".  If a team is winning by 5 or more goals the team that is losing may add an extra player to 
the field until such time that the point differential is three or less. The winning team is encouraged to  pull their best players from 
their best positions and let up on  offensive tactics.  It's great to win, but there is no useful purpose in devastating your opponent.  Let 
your opponents leave the field with a little dignity. 
 
Equal Play 
 
The BWSA recreational league is designed as a developmental experience for our players.  ALL youth players are guaranteed 2 of play 
time during the game, regardless of their skill level.  When free substitution is used, it is assumed the coach will use their best 
judgment in determining that each player has played 2 of the game.  In addition, when using quarters, no player may play 4 quarters 
until all players have played 3 quarters. 
 
Practice and Game Attendance 
BWSA recognizes soccer as a team sport.  For a team to develop they must be able to practice together as a team.  When a youth 
joins any organization, they have made a commitment.  We understand everyone has busy schedules and realize that conflicts are 
inevitable.  However, we ask that you help your child fulfill his/her commitment by attending as many practices and games as 
possible.  Players attending practices and games on a regular basis may be rewarded with additional playing time and/or choice of 
positions. 
 
Rotating Positions 
 
ALL players are entitled to play all positions.  This especially pertains to the younger age groups.  Limiting a child to one position 
diminishes the opportunity to learn and improve other skills. A player may not show much skill in a certain position at the beginning 
of the season, but may be great at it by the end of the season. 
 
Dangerous Play 
 
Slide tackling will NOT be permitted in the Recreational League. 
 
Team Standings and Awards 
 
As a non-competitive program, the recreational league does not keep division standings.  At the conclusion of the season, all team 
members will be recognized by receiving a participation award. 
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2.) MIDDLE SCHOOL LEAGUE: 
 
 
The BWSA Middle School League (MSL) is a traveling recreational program consisting of teams which play against other MSL 
teams in our neighboring communities.  The teams are formed through the local soccer associations, such as BWSA, and are then 
enrolled in the Middle School Soccer Association (MSSA). 
 
It is the MSSA League that schedules the games for the season, sets the rules and guidelines for all teams in the program, and  
coordinates the end of season tournament.  The MSSA follows the Ohio High School rules of soccer competition. 
 
Player Eligibility and Team Formation 

 
The MSL is open to any child in the 6th, 7th, or 8th grades, provided that they are not an active "select" player during the MSL 
season. The number of teams BWSA can form will depend entirely on the favorable response of adults volunteering to be coaches. 
 
When possible, BWSA will form all-girls and all-boys teams according to the grade they are in.  If there are not sufficient numbers to 
do this, teams may be co-ed and grades will be mixed.  It is intended that once a team is formed, they will stay together for the 
remainder of the time they are in the MSL.  This will allow the players the opportunity to work together as much as possible before 
entering a high school program, if they so choose. 
 
BWSA reserves the right to limit the number of players placed on a team and restrict entry, even if applications are received by the 
deadline, if the number of applicants exceeds that which can be competently and efficiently managed. 
 
Recruiting 
 
It will be considered a recruiting violation, if a coach, assistant coach, or parent either directly or indirectly, actively solicits a player 
to transfer to his/her team from any other team in the BWSA Middle School League.  Violations will be called before the 
Investigative Committee. 
 
Dropping From A Team 
 
As in the Rec. League, the MSL teams are formed in the fall and remain together through the following spring season.  A player 
wishing to be dropped from their previous team (fall season) will be assigned by the Board to another team (spring season) - WE DO 
NOT GUARANTEE ANY SPECIFIC TEAM, and the player will be responsible for purchasing a new team jersey. 
 

- No team transfer may take place while a season is in progress.  Transfers will only be considered in between the fall and 
spring seasons. 

 
- Transfers will only be granted if there is an opening on a team.  No player will be added to a team that currently has the 
maximum number of players as set by the board. 

 
- Incoming new players or transfers cannot force an existing player out of their position on a team.  Any coach who attempts 
the aforementioned will be in direct violation of the Code of Conduct and charges will be filed with the Investigative 
Committee. 
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3.) SELECT SOCCER LEAGUE: 
 
Select soccer is designed to give the talented player an opportunity to develop his/her skills to the fullest.  High caliber competition 
brings out the best in a player and facilitates quick learning.  This development is achieved by providing the talented player with the 
best coaching available along with the opportunity to play against strong competition. Economical and perceptive coaching leads to 
league, tournament, and state championship prestige.  Also, the players have a head start in experience as they enter high school 
soccer.  For some gifted players, this foundation can pay for their college education as they receive college soccer scholarships. 
 
Select team try-outs are held at the end of each Spring season.  Players who are offered and accept positions on these teams are making 
a commitment to remain with that team for the upcoming Fall and Spring seasons.  Once a player commits to a team there are very 
few provisions that will allow them to transfer between teams during that year. 
 
Playing on a select soccer team requires a high commitment from both the player and their parents.  There may be a large time 
commitment.  Typically during the fall and spring outdoor seasons, the player's team will practice twice a week and play twice a 
week.  Travel to and from games can also be significant.  Select soccer teams in the Columbus area play in the Mid-Ohio Select 
Soccer League.  League members include teams from a number of Columbus suburbs as well as, a limited number of teams from 
outlying cities such as Mansfield, Newark and Circleville. 
 
A select team commitment may also require a significant monetary commitment compared to a recreational team.  In addition to the 
semi-annual BWSA fee, each player pays an annual league carding fee, uniform costs, referee fees, and most teams enter several 
tournaments per season.  The tournament entry fees, hotel costs and travel costs are all factors the team must cover.  Some teams may 
choose to hold fund raising activities or seek sponsorships from businesses to help defray some of these expenses. 
 
Even though the commitment of the family's time and money is significant, being part of a select soccer team is well worth it.  
Players and parents often develop long-lasting friendships with teammates and their families.  The players learn many things that they 
can apply throughout their lifetimes such as; the value of hard work, perseverance, and teamwork.  Playing select soccer also 
encourages closer relationships between parent and child because the parent must be involved in the child's day to day activities.  We  
hope your experience with the Big Walnut Select Soccer program is positive, rewarding, and fun! 
 
SPECIAL NOTES TO SELECT TEAMS 
 
1.) The BWSA name should be used prior to your team name- i.e. when you apply to a tournament ex. BWSA Eagles, F.C. 
2.) Any media coverage - teams should use the BWSA name as outlined above. 
3.) All teams must adhere to all BWSA policy and procedures/rules and regulations as outlined in this manual. 
4.) Select teams purchase their own uniforms and the BWSA logo is mandatory. 
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PLAYER EQUIPMENT 
 
 
EQUIPMENT - REQUIRED, RECOMMENDED, AND ILLEGAL: 
 
BWSA REQUIRED EQUIPMENT: 
 
1.) Shin guards- NO CHILD MAY PARTICIPATE IN A PRACTICE OR A GAME WITHOUT PROPER SHIN GUARDS! 
2.) A BWSA jersey 
3.) The proper soccer type shoe; shoes may be cleated soccer or turf shoe. Cleats cannot be metal.  Tennis shoes, while not 
recommended are permitted in the recreational league.  They are not permitted in the Middle School League or the Select League. 
4.) The goalkeeper must wear an overlay of a different color of both teams. 
 
RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT: 
 
1.) A mouth guard 
2.) boys/men should wear a supporter. 
3.) If your child wears eye glasses, the lenses should be shatterproof or plastic.  If they are not, your child should wear an eyeglass 
protective mask. 
 
ILLEGAL EQUIPMENT- 
is that equipment which, in the opinion of the referee, is dangerous, even if it is not considered so by the coaches.  Such equipment 
includes: 
 
1.) projecting metal or hard material, even if it is covered by soft material. 
2.) any elbow, knee, thigh, or hip pads containing unyielding material, even if covered by soft material. 
3.) helmets, hats, caps or visors (goalkeepers may wear a cap or visor). 
4.) metal or metal tipped cleats 
5.) No jewelry shall be worn on the field. (watches, earrings, etc.) 
 
* Any player having a cast must have a Doctors release before being allowed to play. Casts must be completely covered with foam 
padding, no exposed areas are permitted. Have the cast inspected by the referee prior to the game. 
 
 

Safety is our overall concern. 
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THE COACHES CORNER 
 
 
The BWSA Executive Board shall have the final approval over the qualifications, acceptance and assignment of all coaches, assistant 
coaches and officials.  Any additions or changes to the coaching staff must meet with board approval. The BWSA Board has the 
exclusive right to authorize or terminate at will, with or without cause, an individual's participation with the Association. 
 
COACHING CRITERIA: 
 

1.) The head coach of a team must be at least 18 years of age. 
2.) All coaches must agree to abide by the rules, regulations, Code of Conduct, and constitution adopted by the BWSA 
executive board. 
3.) All coaches must show good sportsmanship during all BWSA games whether as a coach, official, or spectator. 
4.) A coach may not add or delete players from a team, and they may not have substitute players from other teams without 
prior board approval. 
5.) All coaches must consider the interest and welfare of each player.  You must agree to follow the guidelines discussed in 
the sections concerning Letting Up/Mercy Rule, Equal Play, and Rotating Positions whenever possible and to the best of 
your ability. 

 
WELCOME! 
 
The Big Walnut Soccer Association wishes to thank all of you who have been brave enough to accept the title of COACH. The 
success or failure of our program and the quality of the experience for each player is largely dependent on you--the coach. We want to 
help you in any way we can as your success is our success. We have listed below some of the rules and responsibilities you are 
accepting by becoming a coach in the Big Walnut Soccer Association, as well as, some general guidelines, helpful hints and 
information. 
 
Rule Knowledge 
 

All coaches and Assistant Coaches are to be familiar with the rules and procedures contained herein, as well as the general 
laws of soccer. 

 
Pre-Season 
 

1.) All coaches and/or assistant coaches (or a representative), are to attend the Mandatory Coaches meeting held prior to each 
season.  At this meeting you will receive your League Handbook, game schedules, newsletters, team shirts and fund-raising 
information, if available. 

 
2.) The Head Coach should contact all players BY the specified date given by BWSA at the coaches meeting.  We  
recommend that you have a team meeting prior to (or along with) your first practice to meet each of the players and their 
parents.  Information given at that time should include: 

 
a.) Parking areas at Souders 
b.) Short and sock colors desired (participation of this is optional).  Review jersey policy. 
c.) Soccer ball size recommended for their age group. 
d.) mandatory, recommended and illegal equipment. No player will be permitted to participate in a practice or a 
game without proper shin guards. 
e.) Practice schedule and snack schedule including the removal of trash after snacks.. 
f.) Coaches expectations, Code of conduct, spectator areas during a game. 
g.) Review volunteer linesmen responsibilities, if applicable. 
h.) Distribute game schedule, newsletter, fund raising information, etc. 
I.) Elect a team parent representative. 

 
3.) The coach should inform the BWSA office ASAP if a player quits or if they need additional players. 
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In Season 
 

1.) The coach is to keep parents informed of any schedule changes or league announcements. 
 

2.) The coach and assistant must be aware of your team's field marking schedule and equipment responsibilities- including 
pick up, set-up and return duties. 

 
3.) Turn in to the BWSA fund-raiser monies collected and any products returned. 

 
4.) Each coach is responsible for picking up the team awards from the designated awards committee volunteer and for 
distributing them to your team members. 

 
Pre-game and Post-game procedures 
 

1.) All coaches are required to assist in the preparation and securing of the playing fields. The coaches from the earliest 
scheduled game should put up the nets and corner flags on your playing field. The coaches from the last scheduled game will 
take down the nets and corner flags. (See Miscellaneous Policies- Equipment Section for responsibilities of pick-up and 
return.) 

 
2.) Each coach should walk their playing field to ensure the fields are free of debris and safe to use.  If  any equipment is 
broken or missing or if the field is in need of repair, please notify a board member that day. 

 
3.) The coach is to discuss with the referee before the game the following: 
ball size used; length of quarters or halves; maximum number of players permitted on the field, off-side ruling, etc. 

 
4.) Every coach will be responsible for seeing that any trash left behind by your team is picked up and thrown away! This 
includes both after your practices and after your games. Any personal belongings forgotten at the field should be placed in the 
lost and found if you cannot determine the owner. 

 
 
During the Game 
 

COACHING AREA 
 

1.) The coaches (up to a maximum of three coaches per team) and the players of each team will be positioned on 
one side of the field and are limited to the area between the half-line and the 18 yard line (penalty box). All 
spectators are to remain on the opposite side of the field at least 5 ft. behind the touch line.  No one, coach, 
spectator or player is allowed by the goal areas during a game. 

 
2.) No coach or other person is to enter the field of play during the game without the referee's permission. The only exception 
to this rule is in the Pre-K and Kindergarten divisions (If Kindergarten is combined with 1st grade follow the 1st grade rules). 
One coach from each team will be allowed on the field to direct their players. However, the coach will not be allowed 
between the penalty box and the goal line on either side of the field. 
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COACHES BEHAVIOR 
 

1.) PATIENCE!!! NEVER argue with a referee, especially a Youth Ref. Keep in mind this is just a game and an unfavorable 
call is not the end of "Pele's" soccer career.  But, yelling at a ref could be the end of your coaching career! A head coach or an 
official assistant coach, and ONLY those individuals, may discuss with the official(s) a rule interpretation at either the half-
time interval or after the game has concluded.  This discussion must be done with dignity, sincerity and in a proper and calm 
demeanor.  Remember, a referee is not required to discuss his/her call with any other individual. If the referee cannot explain 
his call to your satisfaction, take your question/complaint to the Referee Committee. 

 
2.) We expect our coaches to demonstrate responsible behavior at all times during practices and games. Teach our children 
by example, to show respect to our fellow players, coaches and referees. Please keep winning in perspective. Your goal 
should not be to have the best record in BWSA, but to help our children have fun so that they will want to return with us 
the next season. 

 
3.) If any coach receives a red card, they will be required to meet with the Investigative Committee to discuss the situation. 
Upon recommendation from the Investigative Committee, the Board will decide if the coach will be permitted to coach in the 
next subsequent game. Also, keep in mind that as coach you may be held responsible for the behavior of your assistant coach 
and your team's spectators.  (See Breach of the Code of Conduct for further details.) 

 
4.) The use of tobacco products and/or being under the influence of drugs or alcohol is strictly prohibited for both the players 
and coaches during practices or games associated with BWSA. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PRACTICE AND GAME POLICIES 
 
 
Practices 
 

Practices may begin upon notification from the Board each season. You are required to use the following guidelines for your 
practices: 

 
1.) The practice area at Hylen Souders is that area directly behind the back playground. The soccer fields may NOT be used 
for Recreational or Middle School League team practices.  Select teams, only,  may use the playing fields for practices 
providing ground conditions are favorable. 
2.)  As always, practice fields are on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
3.) You may reserve a game field for a scrimmage,  (the actual playing fields) by signing up on the field reservation sheets 
located in the shed. So there is no confusion concerning use of the game fields: 

 
a.) Use the correct sign-up sheet for your age division and follow the rules listed on the sheet. 
b.) Schedule your scrimmage on the field your division will be using during the season. 
c.) Games, scheduled or make-up, and BWSA approved clinics take precedence over a scrimmage, even if you have 
reserved the field. 
d.) If the ground conditions or weather conditions are poor, DO NOT use the game fields even if you had previously 
scheduled the scrimmage.  Please use common sense and protect our fields. 

 
4.) Occasionally, games and practices are prohibited at Souders due to a school function. You will be notified of these dates 
either on your schedules or by special notification from the league.  It is imperative that we comply with the schools 
conditions, as we operate under a facility use contract requiring us to do so. Failure to do as requested could result in BWSA 
not being allowed to continue our program on school property. 

 
Game Ball 
 

The home team (the team listed first on the schedule) will provide the game ball.  Should the game ball become lost or 
ruined during the game, report the incident to a board member for reimbursement. 

 
Duplicate Colors 
 

If both teams are dressed with the same or similar color jersey, it is the responsibility of the home team (the team listed first 
on the schedule) to change their jersey. 

 
Equipment Pick Up 
 

It is the responsibility of the home team to pick up and/or return the equipment (nets and corner flags), if they are the first or 
last scheduled game of the day.  However, it is the responsibility of both teams to set up and take down equipment. 

 
Game Time 
 

Fields must stay on schedule at all times as we are affected by both darkness and other games which need to be played.  
Therefore, if the teams are not ready to start at game time, the official may deduct time from the match, unless, the official is 
certain that there is not a game to follow or lack of daylight will not affect the remaining games. 

 
Warm Up 
 

Teams should be ready to start at game time.  Warm up should be done off to the side of the fields so as to not interfere with 
an ongoing match.  If games are running behind, upon the conclusion of an ongoing match the next teams scheduled to play 
should be prepared to start their match immediately. 

 
Equipment Shed  The combination to both sheds is 7-29-35 
 

The equipment shed will be used to store field equipment (flags, nets, etc.) for all fields. The Shed will also be used to store 
the first aid kit and manual and will serve as a lost-and-found. Coaches and referees will be the only people allowed to use the 
equipment storage areas and first aid kit. If we need to replace any field equipment or an item from the first aid kit, please 
report it to the referee committee heads or the coach’s commissioners from your age division. Do not leave the equipment 
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shed unlocked during games or any time that the shed will be left unattended. If you are the last person leaving the field, 
please make sure the equipment shed is locked. 

 
Injury 

In the event of a serious injury, the referee and one coach should stay on the field with the player. The assistant 
coach from that team should be sent to call for medical assistance and a coach from the opposing team should be 
sent to find a board member. 
Any injury occurring during a practice or a game should be reported to the Board as soon as possible. 

 
Expiration of halves and quarters 

Halves and quarters will expire at the instant the referee blows his/her whistle. 
 
Game Cancellations and Re-Scheduling 
Call Referee Coordinator.  Do not call the BWSA Kick Line. 
 

As our program grows, the number of scheduled games increases. However, the length of our season in which to 
play these games cannot be extended. Thus, it is extremely important to complete as many regularly scheduled 
games as possible. In light of this situation, BWSA has adopted the following game cancellation policy. 

 
1.) For extreme weather conditions BWSA will contact the head coach of each team scheduled to cancel the game. During 
questionable weather conditions, no game will be canceled more than one (1) hour prior to the scheduled start of that game. 
2.) If the coach has not received a call canceling the game, assume that the game will be played as scheduled and go to the 
assigned field. 
3.) If at game time the official feels that the conditions are such that a game cannot be played safely, the official will cancel the 
game. The decision to cancel a game due to inclement weather or poor field conditions will be made by the referee (or the 
head of referees if at the fields) and/or any board members present at the fields. 

 
4.) If poor weather conditions exist at the scheduled start of the game, but, the official feels that the conditions may improve 
they may delay the start of the game. After the game has started and heavy rain or a lightning storm begins, stop the game, 
clear the field, and make a rational judgment whether to continue or not.  The following guidelines should be used. 

 
1st Stoppage 15 min. - then call the game if you cannot restart. 
2nd Stoppage 5 min. - then call the game if you cannot restart. 

 
5.) Just because playing conditions may be poor on one field does not mean that all games on all fields will be canceled.  If 
other fields are playable those games will continue as scheduled.  If it is possible to move the canceled game to another field 
so play may continue we will do so. 
6.) NO GAMES OR PRACTICES SHOULD TAKE PLACE WHEN LIGHTNING IS SEEN OR THUNDER IS 
HEARD. In this event  ALL fields should be cleared immediately.  Once this decision is made it is not to be challenged by 
any Coach, player, or parent. 
7.) The only non-weather related reason a game will be re-scheduled, will be for a school related function which we were not 
aware of at the time of scheduling ( ex. Open House, Spring Musical, etc.). 
8.) BWSA reserves the right to reschedule games and determine the eligibility of a team to reschedule and/or cancel a game 
due to unusual circumstances. 
9.) No coach has the right to cancel a game without prior approval from the Board.  Should any coach(s) decide to cancel a 
game without the approval of BWSA that game will be considered a forfeit and will not be re-scheduled? 
10.) If your game is canceled by BWSA, re-schedule with the head of Referees. 

 



 
 20 

BWSA Game Jersey Policy 
 

BWSA purchases a new jersey for each player at the start of the Fall Season.  The jersey is of a high quality and the expense 
of each jersey has doubled in cost, therefore, the jersey will be used for two seasons by each player. 

 
1.) If a player received a new jersey in the Fall and either loses or out-grows their jersey by the Spring, it will be the 
players responsibility to purchase a new jersey at the time of the Spring registration. (You must order your jersey on 
the Spring Application.) 
2.) If a player signs up for the Spring Season and did not play for BWSA during the previous Fall Season, they 
will receive a jersey from the league at NO additional charge. 

 
3.) It is the responsibility of every coach to return any jersey not distributed to an active player to the league 
immediately. 
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Rules of the Game 
(See laws handbook for full description of Soccer rules.) 
 
FIELD OF PLAY:  (see diagram) 

Soccer is played on a rectangular field, (traditionally called a "pitch") that is marked off with outer boundary lines. 
a.) Touch-lines- (side-lines) 
The boundaries that define the width of the field and run its length. "Throw-ins" and substitutions are made from the 
touch-lines.  During a throw-in, a player may have his feet on the touch-line. 

 
b.) Goal Lines- 
Are drawn at opposite ends of the field and run its width. Three things may happen as a result of the ball crossing 
the goal line: a score, a goal kick, or a corner kick. 

 
c.) Halfway Lines- 
Runs across the center of the field and separates the attacking and defending zones. It runs parallel to the goal lines. 

 
d.) Goal Area- 
Is a rectangular space marked off in front of each goal with lines drawn perpendicular to the goal line- starting on the 
goal line 6 yards beyond each goalpost and extending 6 yards in front of and parallel to the goal-line. Goal kicks are 
taken from this area. Under BWSA guidelines, the Goalie may not be touched in the goal area. 

 
e.) Penalty Area- 
Is a rectangular space marked off in front of each goal with lines perpendicular to the goal line, starting on the goal 
line 18 yards beyond each goalpost and extending to a line 18 yards in front of and parallel to the goal line. The 
goalkeeper may handle the ball when he is within this area. Fouls committed in this area may be awarded a penalty 
kick. 

 
f.) Penalty Spot- 
Located in the middle of each penalty area in front of the goal line: where penalty kicks are taken from. 

 
g.) Corner Area- 
Is a small arc drawn at each corner of the field. When the whole of the ball is kicked out-of-bounds over the goal line 
(by the defending team) a corner kick is taken from the nearest corner. 

 
h.) Center Circle- 
The center circle is located in the middle of the field. Kick offs are taken from the Center Spot within the circle to 
begin each quarter (or half) and to restart the game after a goal has been scored. 
 
 
 
 

REFERENCES 
 
 
1.) Westerville Amateur Soccer Association (WASA) League Handbook 
2.) Central Ohio Soccer Association (COSA) League Handbook 
3.) Ohio South Youth Soccer Association Membership Booklet 
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BALL SIZE, NUMBER OF PLAYERS, DURATION OF GAME 
 
BWSA will strive to meet the field and team size recommendations as set by the U.S. Soccer Federation.  However, each season we 
will adjust field size and number of players depending on the number participants that sign up and number of teams we are 
able to create. 
 
The final number of players on the field for each age division and the size of the field will be 
announced at the coaches meeting prior to each season. 
 
 
THE OFFICIALS: 

BWSA will have one referee who will be assisted by two linesmen, or will use a two-ref system during each game. 
 
THE REFEREE: 
 

Controls play on the field using a whistle and his hands to signal major offenses. He/she keeps time and a record of 
the match. The referee enforces the laws of soccer, determining all penalties, including the expulsion of players and / 
or coaches. His decisions made during the game are final. 

 
THE LINESMAN: 
 

The two linesmen are positioned outside each touch-line along opposite halves of the field, and they signal with 
flags. Subject to the decision of the referee, they indicate when the ball is out of play and which team is entitled to 
the corner kick, the goal kick, or the throw-in. They may also assist the referee by signaling fouls that he might not 
have seen. (i.e. offside, handball, tripping, etc.) 

 
DURATION OF THE GAME: 
 

Pre-K: will play 4 - eight minute quarters. There will be a two min. break between each quarter, with a five 
minute half - time break. 

K-1: will play 4 - ten minute quarters. There will be a 2 min. break between each quarter and a five min. break 
between the half. 

2-3: will play 4 - twelve minute quarters. There will be a 2 min. break between each quarter and a five min. break 
between the half. 

4 -5: will play 2 - twenty-five minute halves with a five minute half-time break. 
 
BALL SIZE 
 

Pre K / K-1 Size 3 
2-3 / 4-5  Size 4 
MSL  Size 5 

 
 
START OF THE GAME: 
 

The team which wins the coin toss at the beginning of the game decides which goal it will attack in the first half of 
the match.  The other team takes the kick off to start the match. 

 
BALL IN AND OUT OF PLAY: 
 

The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.  The ball is out-of-bounds when the whole of the ball crosses the 
touch-line or the goal line (not between the goal posts), either in the air or on the ground. 
When the officials cannot determine who last touched an out-of-bounds ball, or after a temporary stop in play for any 
other non-penalty situation (i.e. injury), the referee restarts the game with a drop ball. 



 
 23 

OFF-SIDE: 
An off-side position is when the attacking player is nearer to the opponents goal-line than the ball, unless 
1.) The player is in his own half of the field, or 
2.) He is not nearer the opponent’s goal than at least 2 of his opponents. 

A player cannot be declared off-side: 
1.) Merely because of his being in an off-side position, or 
2.) If he receives the ball direct from a goal kick, a corner kick, a drop ball, or a throw in. 

An off-side call should be made upon the release of the ball if: 
At the moment the ball touches or is played by a member of his team, the attacking player is, in the opinion of the 
referee, interfering with play or seeking to gain an advantage. 

 
Punishment: Indirect free kick at the spot where the foul occurred. 
Off-side will be called in the 4th grade division and up.  However, No coach may deliberately set up players in an off-side 
position, regardless of the age division.  If the referee feels you are directing or allowing your players (divisions Pre-K 
through 3rd grade) to set up or remain in an off-side position, you will receive an off-side call no matter the age division. 

 
ADVANTAGE RULE: 
 

Advantage Rule- 
Under the advantage rule, a foul is not penalized if the referee feels that stopping play to call the violation would be 
to the advantage of the offending team. The referee will give a signal to show the offender that the foul has not gone 
unnoticed, and will allow play to continue. 

 
STOPPAGE: 
 

a.) Play stops for a goal, penalty kick, yellow or red card, or at the Referee's discretion. However, time is continuous. 
The referee may add time to the end of the game for excessive injury time-outs or at his/her discretion. 

 
b.) On an injury situation: 

 
Non-serious injury: 
If the team in possession of the ball has an injured player the Referee may allow play to continue until 
possession changes, providing the injured player is not in danger. Once possession of the ball has changed 
the referee will stop play. 

 
Serious injury: 
Stop the play immediately. 

 
After all injuries: 

 
1.) If no foul was committed causing the injury, restart play with a drop-ball at the point the play was 
stopped. 
2.) If a foul was committed causing the injury, re-start play with a direct or indirect kick. 
3.) When an injury occurs to a player, the coach must wait until the referee has given permission to enter 
the field. 
4.) In U11-12 div., if a coach comes onto the playing field, the player must leave the game until the next 
substitution period. Another player may take the injured player's place on the field. The referee will also 
allow substitutions to occur for any player already waiting at the half-line when the injury stoppage 
occurred. 
5.) See Miscellaneous Game Policies - Injury, for League procedures concerning injured players. 

 
 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU.   HAVE A GREAT SEASON!!! 
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