
 
Coach Code of Conduct 

 
Achieving a high level of sportsmanship from our players starts with the coach.  Coaching soccer in the Fargo Soccer Club 
(FSC), i.e. “the Club” and within our affiliates at the State and National level is a privilege and not a right.  Soccer is the 
player’s game.  The paramount concern of coaches is the holistic development, welfare, enjoyment and safety of their 
players.  Parents and the players put a great deal of trust in the coach.  The Club is dependent on the coaches to set an 
example for players, parents, spectators and officials.  Listed below are behaviors you are expected to exhibit at all times. 
 

1. I will observe the laws of the game at all times and the highest level of sportsmanship.  I will bear responsibility 
for teaching players to strive for success while playing fairly.  I will instruct my players to play with intensity, 
purpose and fairness at all times. 

2. I will treat officials with respect and dignity, and will teach my players to do the same.  I will shake hands at the 
completion of the game with the referees and the opponent unless I am certain that the physical safety of the 
players of either team are in jeopardy.  I will remember that the officials are in control of the pitch (field) and 
acknowledge that they are human and will make mistakes.  Open confrontation with the officials in the end will 
not serve my team well.  The officials will have the last word even it if results in my being sent off the pitch. 

3. Our opponents are worthy of being treated with respect.  I will model such respect for opponents and expect my 
players to do likewise. 

4. In both victory and defeat, my behavior will model grace, dignity and composure.  I will control my language and 
not use foul or inappropriate language while participating in soccer related activities. 

5. I will model inclusive behavior and will not discriminate against any one on the basis of race, gender or religion. 
6. I am responsible for taking an active role in education about, and prevention and treatment of drug, alcohol and 

tobacco abuse; both in my life and my players’ lives. 
7. I will do my best to ensure the health, safety and well being of all players.  I will refrain from all manner of 

personal abuse and harassment of others, whether verbal, physical, emotional or sexual and shall oppose such 
abuse and harassment at all levels of the game. 

8. I will respect the declared affiliations of all players. 
9. I will not engage in any illegal, immoral or unethical conduct, especially on overnight soccer outings involving any 

team at the Club.  Specifically, this relates to alcohol, tobacco or drug use as well as any real or perceived sexual 
misconduct.  I realize that I am perceived as a role model for youth players, not just their coach. 

10. I will adhere to the highest standards and the regulations of the Club and its governing authority.  I will seek to 
honor those who uphold the highest standards and principles of soccer and will use appropriate protocol to 
oppose and eliminate all behavior that brings disrepute to the sport, e.g. violence, abuse, dishonesty, disrespect, 
gossip and violations of the laws of the game and rules governing competition. 

11. I will honor the position that the club has placed me and will NEVER engage in activities which attempt to 
persuade, inform or recruit players from the team the club has entrusted me to coach to another club.  As an 
agent of the club, my duty is to the club and not the interests of other clubs.  If I have a problem with any aspect 
of the Fargo Soccer Club, I will report it immediately via email to the club president and attempt to reconcile it. 

 
I have read and understood this Coach Code of Conduct.  I understand that any violation of this code may result in 
disciplinary action being taken against me.  This code of conduct will be enforced for as long as I am a member of the club. 
 
 
Name: _______________________________Signature: _________________________________   Date: _______________ 
 
This signed form must be returned to the Fargo Soccer Club at: 
 
Fargo Soccer Club 
4910 Meadow Creek Drive South 
Fargo, ND  58104 


