Third Base
Standard Positioning
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Key Points:
· Positioning depends on the batter and the game situation.
· Play behind the baseline, and close enough to the 3B line to make a play on the line.
· Take sharp shallow route to all balls towards 2B.  Cut in front of SS to make all plays to the left.
· Take deep route on any balls towards the 3B line-be prepared to dive.
· All you can get on bunts. 
· Yield to the SS and 2B on fly balls.
· Cut-off man responsibilities for throws to home from left center field and left field (including foul territory).
· May play in front of base-line in anticipation of bunt or a weak hitter

Receiving Throw on a 

Stolen Base

Key Points:
· Sprint to bag on the steal.
· Left foot plants on LF side of bag and right foot on home plate side of bag so body straddles bag.

· Receive ball with torso turned to catcher and sweep tag through 2B side of bag.

· If a poor throw occurs, third baseman must be prepared to leave the base to block the ball, in order to save the run.

· Hop off bag prepared to throw to another base if necessary.

Other Plays for 3B:
Double Play:

· Field first and plant feet before throw across body.
· Throw to base, not to second baseman.
Bunt:

· Charge all bunts, unless runner on 2B.
· Round ball towards 1B to get body in direction of throw.
· Break down with a wide base while approaching the ball.

· Push ball into the ground rather than scooping ball up.
Hard Hit to Hot Corner:

· Stay low with a wide base.

· Lean into ball as it approaches and keep hands out in front to receive ball with soft hands.

· Keep chest and head down on ball to knock it down to the ground in case of a bad hop.

· Set feet to throw, as player has time to make throw.
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