
WAWSL March 2008 Board of Directors Meeting 
July 15, 2008 - 7:00PM 

901 G Street NW, Washington DC 
 
 
 

Call to Order: A meeting of the WAWSL Board of Directors was called to order at 
7:00PM on July 15, 2008 at 901 G Street NW in Washington, DC.  The following 
individuals were present: 
 
Amanda Anderson (Field Coordinator) 
Michelle Colby (Over-30 Division Director) 
Nikki Dees (Treasurer) 
Kim Girton (New Player Coordinator) 
Ron Kraft (Scheduler) 
Colleen Lally (The Feds Team Representative) 
Maura McConville (Shots Team Representative) 
Julie McCune (Chairperson) 
Carmen Mendoza (Web Site Coordinator) 
Marta Moreno (Killer Tomatoes Team Representative) 
Laura Polacheck (Championship Division Director) 
Suda Somvang (First Division Director) 
Lizabeth Staursky (Secretary, Over-30 New Player Coordinator) 
Laurie Thurber (New Player Coordinator) 
 
 
A. Introductions 
 

Chairperson Julie McCune welcomed the attendees to the Meeting.  Each attendee 
then introduced herself or himself. 

 
B. Review of Spring 2008 Season 
 

Ms. McCune announced that there were 9 forfeits during the Spring 2008 Season, 
which was on par with the past few seasons.  No team forfeited more than once.  
The forfeits were as follows: 
 
4/19 – Shooters and Chasers  
4/23 – Fanatics FC  
5/8 – Blizzards  
6/7 – Mudslingers  
6/7 – Blue Bayou  
6/14 – FTSC  
6/19 – First Ladies  
6/21 – WMD  
6/25 – Cap Tease  



 
Ms. McCune then noted that there were 7 teams that did not meet the referee 
requirement during the Spring 2008 Season and have incurred fines.  The number 
of teams who failed to meet the referee requirement increased slightly over the 
past few seasons.  The First Ladies completed 4 out of 5 required refereeing 
assignments.  The following teams did not have a referee on their roster: Cosmos, 
Blue Bayou, Cherry Bombs, Mob Squad, Violent Femmes, and DC Ramblers. 
 
Next, Ms. McCune directed the Board’s attention to statistics she had prepared 
regarding the League’s membership. The number of total players, regular players, 
substitute players, and dual-registered players was presented for each team.  Ms. 
McCune noted that the teams which forfeited during the Spring 2008 Season had 
fewer registered players, but not by a significant amount.  On average, a team has 
about 24 total players, 20 regular players, and 1 dual-registrant.  Aftershock and 
Killer Tomatoes had the most dual-registered players, with 10 each.  The average 
age of a player in the open divisions is 28, while the average age in the over-30 
division is 36.  About 39% of the League’s member ship resides in Washington, 
DC, 35% in Virginia, and 26% in Maryland.  Most of the League’s Virginia and 
Maryland players reside in close-in suburbs such as Arlington, Alexandria, Silver 
Spring, and Rockville. 
  

C. Review of Finances 
 
 Ms. McCune asked Treasurer Nikki Dees to present a financial report.  Ms. Dees 

noted that over the past year, many expenses, such as field rental, referee rates, 
states fees, and postage, have increased.  Nevertheless, the League’s income 
exceeded its expenses.  Ms. Dees informed the Board that she had opened an 
account with ING to earn more interest on the League’s deposits.  She also 
reported that there is approximately $14,000 allocated to the Field Fund. 

 
D. Equipment Issues 
  

Ms. McCune then asked the Board for feedback regarding equipment policies and 
procedures.  The Board agreed that the system of exchanging bags was working 
well overall, but noted that some items, particularly flags, were frequently getting 
lost or forgotten.  Ms. McCune suggested that after teams are given equipment for 
the Fall 2008 Season, any team losing items will be charged a replacement fee 
that will be deducted from the next season’s team dues refund.  The schedule of 
fees would be as follows: 
$10 – bag 
$15 – per flag 
$25 – net 
 
Upon motion being made and duly seconded, the Board voted to approve the 
above fees for replacing lost equipment. 
 



 
E. Fall 2008 Planning 
 
 Ms. McCune proposed the following dates for the Fall 2008 Season: 
 
 First game – Aug. 23 
 Last game – Nov. 1 
 
 No games would be played on Aug. 30 (Labor Day weekend) and Nov. 8 and 15 

would be reserved as rainout dates. 
 
 Deadline for deposits and to equipment requests – July 30 
 
 New Player Practices – July 26 and Aug. 2 
 
 Deadline for new player requests – Aug 2.  New Player Coordinator Laurie 

Thurber asked that this deadline be changed to Aug. 8. 
 
 Next Board meeting – Aug. 5 
 
 Team Representative meeting – Aug. 12 
 
 Registration begins – Aug. 13 
 
 Registration deadline – Aug. 23 at midnight (Teams would receive a $5 per player 

refund for anyone registered before this deadline.) 
  
 Player pass and jersey checks – Sept. 6 
 
 Upon motion being made and duly seconded, the Board voted to approve the 

above dates and deadlines for the Fall 2008 Season. 
 
 Ms. Thurber asked the Board to consider a deadline by which teams must request 

new players from the wait list.  Over-30 New Player Coordinator Lizabeth 
Staursky suggested that deadline coincide with the date the registration fee drops 
to half price.  Ms. Thurber agreed to send a “last call” email on that date, but 
stated she would consider other requests on a case-by-case basis.  Ms. McCune 
indicated that she would present this deadline at the Team Representative 
Meeting. 

 
F. Pick-up and Practice Opportunities 
 
 Colleen Lally suggested having a section of the website devoted to listing 

regularly occurring pick-up games.  She offered to forward the information on 
these games to the League.   

 



Ms. Thurber then suggested adding a list of when and where teams regularly 
practice to the website.  This would assist the New Player Coordinators in 
matching players who want to join a team that holds practices.  Division Directors 
should obtain this information from the Team Representatives and send it to the 
League.   
 
Ms. McCune raised the idea of starting a League-wide practice next Spring if 
weekday evening permits could be obtained for the Lincoln fields. 
 

G. Player Pass Issues 
 
 Ms. McCune presented a request from Registrar Tine Seeley to raise the player 

pass replacement fee from $1 to $5.  This fee would be assessed at the time of 
registration. 

 
 Upon motion being made and duly seconded, the Board voted to approve this fee 

increase. 
 
H. Over-30 Division Planning 
 

Ms. McCune announced that for the Fall 2008 Season there will be 8 teams in the 
Over-30 Division, 4 Upper and 4 Lower.  Alison Cassady, a former Board 
member, will be organizing the new team.  Ms. McCune requested that this team 
be required to post a $100 deposit, receive League start-up funding, and be able to 
get players from the New Player Practices.     
 
Ms. Staursky commented that she had difficulties in placing beginner or lesser 
skilled players onto Over-30 teams.  Teams have been disinclined to take these 
types of players, and the ones that do are bottom of the table teams.  This does not 
help with making teams more competitive.  New Player Coordinator Kim Girton 
suggested that the new team would get last priority on new players.  Ms. McCune 
further noted that the new team would be required to take any player assigned 
from the new player practices. 
 
Ms. Lally inquired what the goal of the League was – to provide playing 
opportunities for women of all skill levels or to increase the level of play.  Ms. 
McCune answered that both were goals for the League, and she intended to 
achieve them by growing the Over-30 division, both upper and lower brackets.  
She indicated that the 39th and 40th teams would be allocated to the Over-30 
division, and any slots from disbanding teams would be as well.  Ideally, the 
League would have 6 teams in each bracket within the next two years.  Field 
Coordinator Amanda Anderson asked that the Board consider limitations on dual 
registration to get players to commit to the Over-30 Division.  Scheduler Ron 
Kraft commented that a restructuring of the open division would also need to take 
place if team slots would be reallocated to Over-30.   

 



I. Other New Business 
 
 Ms. McCune then opened the discussion to any other new business.  She noted 

that agenda items suggested by Killer Tomatoes Team Representative would be 
addressed during the August Board Meeting with other division alignment related 
matters. 

 
 Ms. Staursky requested that the website and FAQs be updated with descriptions 

of the Over-30 Upper and Lower divisions. 
 
 Ms. Girton requested that Division Directors (or an individual in their place) 

assist with running the New Player Practices. 
  
Adjournment: There being no further business to bring before the Board, the Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:00PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lizabeth Staursky 
Secretary 
 


