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A Narrative History of the  

Montgomery County Senior Softball League – 1999 to 2014 
 

THOSE BOYS OF SUMMER 

 Back in the 1970’s, a Chicago sports journalist once wrote a very successful book about 

America’s favorite pastime. His enduring title will forever define what they are. He called 

America’s ball players, Boys of Summer.  

 It wasn’t all that long ago that these men of the Montgomery County Senior Softball 

League were just that. Boys. Most of them nowadays answer simply to one of the more 

endearing names for grandfather. They will all tell you just how quickly those carefree days of 

their youth have passed. They are grown up men now, who by circumstance and good fortune 

have come together again years later to share a love they all once had in common so very long 

ago. They have become ball players again. But probably more importantly, in their hearts and 

their minds they have all become boys again.  

 Whether their love of this game is deeply rooted in pure baseball or in the variation of the 

game we know today as softball, the men who belong to this organization all agree about one 

thing. Since reaching the grand old age of sixty, it is one of the best things they have done with 

their lives. The senior softballers of this league wholeheartedly participate in one of the great 

success stories of senior living in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  In 2014, the league 

finished its sixteenth year of continuous existence. And this is its most remarkable history… 
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THAT INAUGURAL SEASON 

 It was over the winter back in 1999 that a retired gentleman by the name of Vic Zoldy, 

who had recently relocated to the Lansdale, Pennsylvania area, sat around thinking about his 

many years of playing softball. Vic had still been playing at the senior level in the nearby 

Philadelphia suburban area the previous fall, but had grown tired of traveling back and forth to 

participate in the senior league. Vic acted on a whim and decided it might be just as easy to 

gather a group of local senior individuals to play some softball there in the Lansdale area.  He 

had no idea of the interest he was about to create, nor the legacy he was about to leave behind. 

The Legacy Begins 

 Vic Zoldy was a life-long softball enthusiast and had played for a lot of teams in a lot of 

leagues over the years, mostly down in the northeast Philadelphia area and most recently in the 

Cheltenham area. Vic was no different than any of the hundreds of thousands of WWII 

generation kids and the upcoming Baby Boomers all across America who had enjoyed those 

carefree days of amateur sports activities when they were all younger. Like a great many of 

them, Vic was fortunate and healthy enough to be able to continue playing not only through his 

middle years, but into his early senior years after his retirement. But time seemed to have moved 

forward too quickly, and those younger days were passed. Vic had now re-located farther out 

into the suburbs, and the travel back and forth outside the area was just getting to be too much. 

But the desire to continue playing softball at the senior level, as he most recently had been 

enjoying in Cheltenham, still lingered. Vic’s winter whim to gather some new seniors from the 

nearby local communities to play some softball would ultimately spark a loyal following. Little 

did Vic know that in the not so distant future, his idea would blossom into one great senior 

gathering out here in suburban Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  

 The fact is that this game of softball is enjoyed by millions from all walks of American 

life and age groups. Oldsters in the new millennium were no different, as Vic so astutely 

understood. Vic was surprised no one had yet thought of the idea here in the Lansdale area. But 

he envisioned that if seniors were willing to participate elsewhere, why not here? After all, 

Lansdale and the surrounding small communities was an area with a rich tradition of softball 

leagues as Vic quickly discovered.  
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Another Dirty Dozen 

 An organizer not only of remarkable merit but of remarkable spirit, Vic ordained a 

movement that soon would develop into a gathering of oldsters longing to recapture the ball-

playing glories of their youth. Initially, the thought of playing ball again at this age may only 

have been in the minds of everyone who responded to Vic’s whim. But more importantly, as it 

turned out, it was mostly still there in everyone’s hearts. Vic acted upon that winter whim. He 

contacted an old friend who ran a small senior league 

down in Philly, and came up with a few ideas of his 

own. Vic also contacted a few other friends he thought 

might also like his idea, and then advertised in the 

local newspaper for seniors (men 60 years or older, 

women 55 years or older) who perhaps might like to 

play some softball… just for fun. And what better 

centralized place for seniors to meet than at the local 

Montgomery Mall food court? Vic recalls that about a 

dozen guys initially showed up at that first 

organizational meeting (he affectionately called them 

“The Dirty Dozen.”) It wouldn’t have mattered where 

the founding members first met or how many actually 

showed up. Vic’s idea of forming a group of seniors in 

the Lansdale area to play some softball took off 

quicker than he anticipated. The rest, as they say, is history. 

 At that first historic meeting at the mall and the ones that followed, they talked about 

their mutual interest in the game of softball. How to get enough seniors interested in playing 

again was the main focus of the first meeting.  They all agreed that a nominal fee of twenty-five 

dollars per person would help offset the costs that were certain to occur. One of the original 

attendees was a gentleman by the name of Jay Minnicks, who volunteered to handle the money 

end. It did not take long before a plan came into being. Those in attendance were all willing to 

play again, but more importantly, they were able to play again. Now it was only a matter of 

generating even more interest to have enough additional regular players to commit to play games 

Senior Softball Snippet: My Two 
Sons… Ray Forlano, one of the original 
senior recruits from that first day at the 
Montgomery Mall, fondly recalls how he 
was later teased by his two boys. “I used 
to play softball with my sons in the bar 
leagues down in Philly, where we always 
met at some watering hole after the 
games to have a beer and talk about 
things. Now here I was at the mall food 
court with a bunch of old farts like me 
who thought we might like to play ball 
again, and the guy next to me was 
drinking an Orange Julius. My sons got 
the biggest kick out of that.” 
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on a routine basis. It was a matter of spreading the word to see if there were still more seniors 

hanging around out there who shared Vic’s enthusiasm, but hadn’t yet heard of the senior 

gathering. From that initial get-together of interested oldsters, Vic immediately recognized that 

he had a right hand man in a local gentleman named Tom Boyd, who equally shared Vic’s 

enthusiasm. Tom would prove to be the catalyst by getting things moving quickly and initially 

evaluating the skill levels of those responding to the call for senior softballers. It began coming 

together quickly. But aside from organizing the players, they still had to find a central place to 

play.  

 While Tom organized the players and Jay handled the money, Vic turned to another old 

ball-playing acquaintance, a feisty gentleman named Angelo Malizia. Everybody knew Angelo 

down in Philly. Angelo’s level of play was legendary in the ranks of Softball America, a 

Philadelphia area organization that sponsored and set up 

softball leagues for all age and gender levels. Angelo and Vic 

had played fast pitch softball together years ago in the Max 

Myers League down in Philadelphia. Vic also asked Angelo 

to help him organize things up here in the hinterlands. It was 

Angelo who scouted out the area and ultimately found a few 

fields in the Montgomery Township and Lansdale areas. By 

early spring after a few meetings at the mall and the 

cooperation of the weather, the plan was in place and ready to 

be implemented. 

 Vic and Tom initially handled the public relations 

end, and Angelo helped Tom organize the players. A few 

more seniors responded to Vic’s early advertising. Initially, 

they just met up at the designated field and chose up sides 

like they did in the days of their youth by either counting off 

or flipping the bat and “hands-up-the-handle” for first pick. 

As things got a little more organized, they established set 

teams. Later by the time May rolled around they formed two team rosters, arbitrarily named the 

“Magics” and the “Marshals,” assigning permanent teammates. The Magics were managed by 

Senior Softball Snippet: One of the 
great marques of the league is the 
nomenclature of the teams, all starting 
with the letter “M.” Quite innovative, 
most will agree, and many think it 
ingenious that seniors could come up 
with such an original idea. Well… it 
wasn’t quite that clever. The truth is that 
Vic Zoldy purchased a large quantity of 
hats for distribution to the original teams. 
He got a super deal. No wonder. The 
whole bulk load of hats was embossed 
with the letter “M,” thus the deal. Vic was 
quoted as saying, “Whatever names you 
guys come up with for the new teams, 
make sure it’s an ‘M’ until I get rid of all 
these hats!” Some things just never go 
away… 
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Vic, and the Marshals were managed by Tom, who had spent his career in law enforcement and 

loved having his team named the Marshals. When these two initial teams were formed, it was 

Tom who sorted out the players for each team. Tom was clever at evaluating the skill levels of 

the players, and the inaugural season of this two-team competition would prove to be a bit 

lopsided. Tom’s Marshals beat Vic’s Magics something like thirty games straight, or at least 

that’s how the legend goes. Vic knew the talent should have been more evenly distributed, but 

felt it more important to keep focus on growing the organization. The league motto “If you had 

fun, you won!” grew from Vic’s losing experience and remains to this day the core value of the 

league.   

The First Game  

 On that memorable Tuesday, April 20th, 1999, the inaugural game was played at a field 

somewhere near Stump Road in Montgomery Township. The day may have been memorable, 

but the field was certainly forgettable. It was an open grassy turf lot without a fence that by all 

accounts was more like a cow pasture minus the cows, and the balls rolled down over the bank 

onto the road. The field didn’t even have an official name that anyone could remember. But the 

weather that day was perfect, of course, as they all fondly remembered. Eighteen players showed 

up to play some ball. With money already collected from dues, they bought white softballs and 

assorted metal bats, and somebody even brought bases.  They didn’t have any umpires, but like 

they did as youths, they made the calls purely on the honor system. They established an 

unwritten code of sportsmanship amongst themselves. And then it was time to, “… play… ball!”  

 As things got rolling, the first several games were played either on that same field where 

the first game was played, or over in Lansdale on Hancock Street. Some of the original games 

weren’t played exactly like the league plays games today under the standard American Softball 

Association (ASA) rules. When not enough players showed up on any particular day to field two 

complete teams, they improvised a format called something like “two bat and out.” Several 

batters at a time would continuously hit. As soon as one made an out, another player would come 

in off the field and take his place. As long as you got on base, you continued to hit. As the first 

few weeks progressed and a more steady stream of players showed up for the games, “two bat 

and out” went by the wayside and standardized rules prevailed. When the boys made the move to 

two set teams, the competition heated up quickly. They had entered the first phase of this loosely 
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formed league by mid-May, 1999. And they had fun. This initial gathering of seniors reaffirmed 

that they would continue to dedicate themselves to play two morning games per week.  

Let the Games Begin 

 After the first several games were played at those forgettable fields, a better field was 

located at Spring Valley Park along Upper State Road in Montgomery Township. The township 

was amenable to allowing the group to use the facility on a somewhat regular basis, so it became 

the “temporary” permanent home for the boys to utilize. By the end of May the newly formed 

“league of seniors” was playing ball games every Tuesday and Thursday mornings on the newest 

field, a little bit better than the previous fields, but still somewhat of a cow pasture nonetheless. 

Vic was already promoting the league through continued advertising, and arranged for a staff 

writer from The Intelligencer Record in Doylestown to write an article about the new league, 

which also expressed Vic’s desire to add more teams. The inaugural season was actually split in 

two – they ended the first go-around in early June, took a summer break, then picked back up 

again in late August and played into mid-October. By the end of the first season, the standardized 

ASA rules for seniors were basically adopted for play, highlighted to minimize chance of injury 

– no metal spikes; no base stealing; no sliding; no contact of any kind or runner is out; two first 

bases and two home plates; all plays at any base are a force out. These basic rules over time 

would be modified and refined many, many times over to speed up play and maximize safety – 

foul ball on the third strike was a strike out; no “dancing” on the base paths, runner committing 

to a base the second time must advance; when fielder is on the base waiting a throw, runner must 

run to the side of the base; runner may be tagged between bases as necessary for continuous play, 

except no tagging allowed at home plate.  The rules would continue to be refined over the years, 

and a rules committee would ultimately be formed to conduct the oversight.  

The Roots Take Hold 

 Throughout the rest of that inaugural season, Vic continued to grow the fledgling 

organization by contacting other area leagues and attending their meetings to pick out the best 

parts of their organizational structures. By the end of the1999 inaugural season, Vic, Tom, and 

all the others who had joined the ranks realized they were only beginning to tap into a gold mine 

of interested seniors, but were only still at the entrance to the mine. Word continued to spread 
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about how much fun this was becoming. By mid-October, the inaugural season ended, the 

oldsters having played over forty “scheduled” games. They had also managed to set up a game 

earlier that summer with a group of senior softballers in Allentown and defeated them, and 

another seed was planted that would become an integral part of the league in the years to come – 

the travel team that they appropriately dubbed the “Marauders.”   

 It had become quite evident that this “Senior Slow Pitch Softball League” was going to 

be repeated the following year. There was potential to add a third team, as there were enough 

additional seniors from the surrounding areas expressing interest to join the ranks of these 

wonderful oldsters who were simply having too much fun. Vic’s winter whim was beginning to 

take on even more of a life, and Vic began to envision a whole league expanded with multiple 

teams. The seeds of what one day soon would officially be called the Montgomery County 

Senior Softball League were taking roots and had only started to grow with Vic as the navigator 

and Tom helping to steer the ship. Over the following winter months there was much to be done, 

and Vic Zoldy continued to prove that he was the guy who could do it with Tom Boyd and a few 

other notable founding members right there beside him.  
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THE EARLY FORMATIVE YEARS 

 The inaugural season had ended on a positive note. Senior softballers were out there, and 

Vic Zoldy correctly suspected that there were a lot more who just hadn’t gotten word yet. Over 

the winter months of 1999 into 2000, Vic continued to work his magic. Vic began to bill the 

organization as the Montgomery County Senior Softball League. This league of seniors was 

firmly entrenched, if nowhere else yet but in the hearts and minds of those who had gathered the 

previous year in those forbidding cow pastures, including Spring Valley Park. Unfortunately, 

that cow pasture looked like it was going to be repeated as the home turf, and Yankee Stadium it 

wasn’t. But Vic was not one to become discouraged yet, as would prove later in the year. 

 As Vic and all the first year players were now finding out, more and more sixty-

somethings wanted to play softball. It was falling right into Vic’s visionary plan. Vic turned over 

the reins of managing the Magics to teammate Bob 

DiMarco so he could concentrate more on the business 

end. Over the winter and spring, Vic had received 

significant response to his call for players from local 

area seniors. The league now had enough new players 

who responded to add a third team. The new team 

became the “Marvels,” was made up of all new players 

(including two female players,) and the team was 

managed by a gentleman named Richie Iano. Two 

additional female players were also now on the 

Marshals roster. The early league roster for the three 

teams totaled an even fifty players, which included the 

four female players.  

A League of Their Own…  Sort of… 

  Since the league’s inception, it had always 

advertised for, “… men 60 or over and women 55 or 

over…” but in 1999 only one female, Valerie Barry 

from Lansdale, had responded to the call for players. 

Senior Softball Snippet: Let’s close the 
deal…Jan Birks and Clare Gilchrist were 
the two ladies who once played in the 
early years of the league with the 
Marshals. Jan was also a real estate 
agent, so she never left home without 
her cell phone. Once during the middle 
of a game, Clare called “time out” and 
ran onto the field with Jan’s phone. She 
had a call from a client. The game came 
to a halt while Jan conducted some 
personal business. The men players on 
both teams looked agape. (We can’t print 
the vocal responses.) Whether they 
stared in disbelief that a ball player 
would do that, or whether they thought 
Jan had just closed a deal to sell off right 
field to a developer, thus moving the 
league back to the cow pasture, is still 
under debate.   
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Among the league rookies for the 2000 season were three additional female players, Shirley 

Morgan from Doylestown, and Janice Birks and Clare Gilchrist, both from Philadelphia. Val and 

Shirley both played for the Marvels, and Jan and Claire both played on the Marshals team. Jan 

and Claire were looking for a competitive league to, “… keep us in shape.” The two women had 

impressive histories as softball diehards down in the Philadelphia area, and that summer of 2000 

both also played for the Pennsylvania Women’s Senior Olympic Softball Team which competed 

in Canada.  Jan and Claire continued to play in the MCSSL through the 2004 season before 

retiring from the league. Shirley played for only one season. Val retired in 2001. To date, no 

other women have played in the league.  

More Than Just a Sandlot 

 The returning seniors had all already agreed that a permanent annual league fee was 

essential to continue offsetting the costs of its new 

operation. The ante was upped and set at thirty dollars 

for the second year, and the monies collected enabled 

them to purchase team shirts and more hats, an absolute 

necessity if the league was to gain some acceptability. It 

was also the new era of camaraderie, as all players now 

had their individual names displayed on the shirt 

backing.  It was a great innovative idea to display both 

first and last names, a tradition probably started in Philly 

and continuing through today. Players all loved the idea 

and still do, as it eases the challenges often experienced 

of trying to remember everyone’s first name.  

 One of Vic’s primary introductions to the league’s organization was the early codification 

of “rules and regulations.” Among the key elements addressed were insurance and safety issues, 

generalized information and playing rules, and an age and skills qualification section to gauge 

the playing abilities and skill levels of prospective players wanting to join the league. The 

document was passed around for members to review for approval before being implemented. 

Regarding the skill levels of prospective players, the new set of rules and regulations required 

that a player had to, “… be able to run the bases, field, throw and bat with an acceptable level of 

Senior Softball Snippet: Minimizing 
those recurring senior moments… most 
players openly agree that the best thing 
the league ever did was to imprint 
everyone’s last AND first name on the 
back of the team shirts. That way you 
never have to worry about forgetting 
someone’s name. Just pat him on the 
back and sneak a peek over his 
shoulder, or simply spin him around to 
refresh your memory.  
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competence… the team manager will have the final say regarding assessing the playing 

capabilities/acceptance of the player…,” although when a player joined it was already water 

under the bridge. The player would be judged by the individual team managers, and in those 

early days, judgment was very forgiving. Vic’s first set of printed “rules and regulations” laid the 

groundwork. It would become the basis for the league’s future expanded codification of rules in 

effect today. 

 Meanwhile, in early spring of 2000, the cow pasture at Spring Valley Park was still the 

only place in town. Vic had already been hard at work on some ideas to find a better location to 

play and had been scouring the area for a ball field more worthy of the upstart league. The 

Lansdale area had tons of surrounding fields but not all of them were readily available. He was 

zeroing in on a location that in the not so distant future would serve more than just the needs of a 

beginner league of old time softballers, but also the needs of a local community anxious to 

promote a positive image of its expanding population growth. The nearby growing municipality 

of Hatfield Township in Vic’s eyes was looming on the horizon like the rise of Rome, and it 

enticed Vic bigger than a pitch down the middle. He began courting the local politicians. In the 

meantime, there was still a second season to kick off…  

The First Lady 

 Vic had already done his homework regarding liability insurance, not only from the 

league’s liability perspective, but the individual’s as well. Prior to the start-up of the second 

season each individual player had already submitted their personal, “… waiver & release of 

liability & indemnification agreement…” form that was required by Montgomery Township, 

wherein the infamous cow pasture was located in Spring Valley Park. Spring of that year saw the 

players still coping with ruts and crevasses. It wasn’t exactly a field of dreams. 

 Vic Zoldy’s courting of Hatfield politicians finally paid off. Vic’s breakthrough came 

later in the spring when he began working with a township official named Nancy Stock, who was 

the former director of recreation. Nancy made it all happen in Hatfield. Vic again had to first 

indemnify the league, assure it was registered with the American Softball Association of 

Pennsylvania, and that the players had all signed a personal waiver form. There were sufficient 

funds collected from dues to move forward. In appreciation for what Nancy did, Vic started a 
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tradition by occasionally supplying pizzas or donuts to the township office. To this very day, the 

league carries on that tradition by supplying a luncheon for the Administration Office, the 

Maintenance Shop, and the Police Station on the same day as the league’s closing picnic. With 

Hatfield Township backing and a commitment to allow the league to plant its roots, the league 

had a promise of gaining even more momentum. A huge hurdle had been jumped, and Vic 

pushed forward to keep that momentum going.  

 With that financial business aside, by the end of spring of 2000, if a time in league 

history has to be pin-pointed, the Senior Slow Pitch Softball League officially became forever 

recognized as the Montgomery County Senior Softball League. Vic had his sights set on 

establishing its status as a permanent bona fide local sports activity league. The days of playing 

softball in a cow pasture were gone. Well, almost. The newly-formed league was moving to 

Hatfield Township to play ball at the School Road Park 

softball field, but the season wouldn’t officially start 

there until June. In the meantime, the cow pasture at 

Spring Valley Park had to do for a few more games 

through the spring.  

 The first official “Summer Season” at the 

Hatfield facility through mutual agreement with the 

township ran from June 13th to August 15th, and the 

games were played in the afternoon at 2:30 p.m. and 

4:00 p.m. A total of twenty scheduled games were 

played. When the summer season at Hatfield ended, the 

boys continued to play a “Fall Season” that lasted from 

August 17th to October 12th, but had to temporarily re-

locate back to the cow pasture at Spring Valley Park, 

where games were again played in the morning at 10:00 

a.m. and 11:15 a.m. An additional thirty-four scheduled games were played before the year 

ended. The following year, the league would move permanently to the Hatfield facility, where it 

has played ever since from mid-April to the end of October. The cow pasture finally passed into 

history. 

Senior Softball Snippet: Vic Zoldy was 
like The Godfather… sort of…Vic was 
soliciting Hatfield Township to allow the 
new league to use the School Road  ball 
field as its home field, promising that the 
seniors would only use the facility on 
weekday mornings so as not to disrupt 
the evening and weekend games. He 
made them an offer they couldn’t 
refuse… Vic on more than one occasion 
as a gesture of good faith sent pizzas or 
donuts to the township building or 
supplied the local ambulance corps when 
they stopped by to check on things. It 
worked better than a horse’s head. 
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A Fist Full of… Pennies 

 Vic had already begun learning the protocols necessary to operate a successful sports 

activity league that he had learned from attending meetings of other regional softball 

organizations. Vic needed someone new to handle the money, and a gentleman named Dave 

Pacewicz, new to the Marvels team, assumed that responsibility. Dave was also the man who 

organized the first social get together, a Holiday Party for members and spouses, which he 

initially hosted at his own home and generously at his own expense. It turned into an annual 

event, and Dave continued to host it at his home until the group got too big and he moved the 

function to the Souderton Fire Company in 2003 and 2004, then to the North Wales Fire 

Company from 2005 until 2007. In 2008, the league’s social director, Manny London, would 

assume organizing this function from that time forward until the present.  

 Initially, Vic estimated that the thirty dollar fee was still sufficient to cover this year’s 

league costs. It was a fair estimate, and by the start of the second season the three teams all had 

uniform shirts bearing the team names, and universal hats, all still labeled with the letter ‘M’ to 

use up the supply.  The ‘M’ was to become an endearing tradition even when the hat supply ran 

out. Vic continued to handle the public relations aspect while Tom and a few others assumed the 

roles of de facto league officers. Hatfield supported and promoted Vic’s organization right from 

the start, and had already featured the upstart league in the Spring, 2000 edition of The Hatfield 

Connection, a publication of the township Board of Commissioners. But most impressive of all 

about the second season of the MCSSL was the personal contributions of all the first and second 

year players who donated so much of their time and energy to make it all work. Among them 

was a gentleman named Manny London. 

The Nineteenth Man 

 There were many among the second and third year players worthy of mention who helped 

build the league as it stands today. But there is one who stands out among all the rest. He is 

Manny London, who was at the top of the list of interested seniors at the start-up of the second 

year of the league. He saw an advertisement over the winter in a local community paper. Manny 

had been playing softball most of his life, even as far back as a Boy Scout when he was twelve 

years old, and he couldn’t resist inquiring. Manny got on board right away, jokingly referring to 
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himself as the “nineteenth man” after the original eighteen. He had always been a third baseman, 

but when Manny joined the league in the spring of that second season, he was moved into center 

field, which was all right with Manny. All he cared about was that he was playing softball again. 

At this stage of his senior career, Manny continues to pitch for the Magics team. 

 Manny was one tough cookie and one hell of a competitor, and all you had to do was to 

get to know him to realize that. To many, Manny projected the image of a grizzly bearded 

grandpop. Manny’s beard may have had a touch of gray, 

but his heart was pure gold. Manny may not have been a 

founding member, but he was right at the forefront 

when Vic was beginning to build the foundation of the 

organization that remains so solid today. Manny’s 

contributions and dedication to the league remain 

unprecedented. He immediately assumed the 

“unofficial” role of Social Director ever since that time 

way back in the fourth season after Harvey Roth left the 

league. He is a force not to be reckoned with, but 

everyone who has ever been involved in this league 

wouldn’t trade him for Babe Ruth. Manny disagrees, 

naturally. But that’s why this league has become so 

great. The league members feel there won’t be another Manny London, but like it has always 

been and like Manny will always agree, someone else will certainly step up to the plate in the 

future. Because this is how these seniors are. Another reason why this league is so great. 

The Second Season Ends 

 It was an astounding success for this group of senior softballers who were just out to, “… 

have some fun.” They had played a total of fifty-four scheduled games (plus a few more “pre-

season” non-scheduled games) combined through the 2000 season both at the cow pasture and 

their new location at the School Road Park field facility. At the close of the season there was the 

continuing promise by Hatfield Township that a renewal was in order for the coming year. Vic 

was elated, and continued his efforts to make the league’s commitment even more solid in the 

foreseeable future. The second wave of the new league members would prove to be the moving 

Senior Softball Snippet: Manny 
London gained the unwarranted 
reputation as a “sore loser,” but all it took 
was a bit of peer humor coming from 
teammate Al Keffer to put it into 
perspective. Al used to comment when 
Manny lost a game, “… someone call 
Manny’s wife and tell her to hide the 
razor blades.” Manny would never have 
shaved his beard anyway, because he 
wouldn’t be Manny if he did. 
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force that would solidify Vic’s obligation to the township that this group of senior ball players 

was here to stay as long as the township would entertain them. The teams still numbered three. 

But the next wave of individuals who added another solid level of building blocks onto Vic’s 

organizational foundation couldn’t have been sturdier.  

The Third Season 

 Vic Zoldy thought at the close of the second season that things were, “… progressing 

slowly, but were definitely growing...” It was an 

understatement. The winter of 2000 into 2001 saw 

Vic’s efforts continue, not waning one bit from his 

mounting vision to build this league into something 

more respectful than just a gathering of a few local 

oldsters out to have some fun merely to fill their idle 

time. Vic saw the value of exposure, and while 

maintaining continued contact with the current roster of 

MCSSL participants, he moved forward with help from 

Tom with a more concerted effort. A local publication 

ran an advertisement inviting even more senior softball 

enthusiasts to, “… join the activities on Tuesday and Thursday mornings… come play for the 

love of the game… if you had fun, you won.” In the late spring of 2001, another local publication, 

North Penn Life, ran a complimentary article about Vic Zoldy, observing that the, “…senior 

softball league defies the laws of time, gravity.” They quoted Vic, founder of the league, 

highlighting his comment about the, “… athleticism of the many players in the league…” In 

April, Vic also arranged for the first of several radio interviews to come, and a live broadcast 

was made on the local station, WNPV in Lansdale. Public relations were expanding, for certain.  

But the league activities still had room for even more enhancement, and a fourth team was 

added. The “Mavericks” team was managed by Gordy Detweiler, who was new to the league 

during this third season, and who would go on to become one of the moving forces in setting up 

the future expanded operation of the league. 

 For the 2001 season, under agreement with Hatfield Township, Vic announced that the 

teams would play an ambitious fifty game schedule that season. In addition, it seemed certain 

Senior Softball Snippet: The shot 
heard ‘round the league’: Bob Gaugler 
and Pete Spohnholtz quickly gained the 
reputation for hitting the long ball. Which 
of them was the first to hit a home run 
over the Hatfield ball park fence is still 
being decided. What is not debated, 
however, is that ball is probably still 
going. 
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that setting up games with seniors from other area leagues was going to remain an integral part 

of the league activity, and some would be played at the home field as they could be scheduled. 

The Marauders travel team would continue to play senior teams from Allentown, West Chester 

and other areas during the season as they could be arranged. A gentleman named Jim Howels 

managed the travel team and handled all the scheduling. That season, the Marauders team played 

five games against teams from other areas. It started a whole new phase for the league that still 

continues strong today with the league enjoying friendly competition against additional senior 

teams from such areas as West Chester, Harrisburg, Allentown, Lyons, Philadelphia, and 

Schuylkill County. Vic was hopeful that the upcoming fourth season was going to be even better, 

and he wasn’t about to be disappointed.  

The Fourth and Fifth Seasons 

 By the start of the fourth season in 2002, there were now four solid teams in the league.  

Vic Zoldy gave up his managerial duties in 2002 by naming Bob DiMarco as the permanent 

Magics manager. Vic continued concentrating on moving the league forward in his new 

appointed role as official league Commissioner. Officially, the league officers consisted of Vic as 

commissioner, the four team managers, and the league 

treasurer. The league now had a standard formal 

document comprised of the schedule, information, rules, 

regulations, and player rosters. Provision was made to 

re-publish the document each April with the latest 

updates and revisions. League membership dues had 

been set at thirty dollars per member, but because of the 

rising costs to sustain the league, dues were raised to 

fifty dollars the following year in 2003. That same year 

Vic also had a new recruit in the league by the name of 

Dennis Lapin, who unofficially for the time being 

became the league’s “Director of Promotions.” Dennis took over the duties of soliciting for 

outside donations to help with the costs. Contributions from local businesses were beginning to 

come in slow but steady, and Dennis would later become the new driving force. The league 

roster for 2002/2003 was around sixty-eight players with the promise of continued growth.  

Senior Softball Snippet: By all league 
accounts, Vic Zoldy was one heck of a 
left fielder… then one heck of a short 
fielder… then a pitcher… then a catcher.  
By Vic’s own account, “Each year as I 
got worse, they brought me in closer.” 
Now he’s got a bench named after him 
behind the home plate screen. 



 16  

 

Moving the Bar 

 By the end of the 2003 season, Vic Zoldy’s vision of building a senior softball league had 

come to fruition. In August of that year, thanks to Dennis Lapin’s aggressive promotional efforts, 

The Philadelphia Inquirer printed a complimentary article about the league. Around the same 

time, WPVI-TV Channel 6 in Philadelphia did a feature story and interview by commentator 

Scott Palmer. Dennis also arranged for the league to buy tables at Senior State Fairs sponsored 

by Pennsylvania elected officials and county fairs to help spread the word about the new league. 

The league moved into the 2004 season with Vic still at the helm as commissioner. It was 

recognized that over that six year period, Vic had accomplished what few others could have 

done. He started with a handful of old-time ballplayers who simply wanted to continue playing 

just for fun, and it turned into a movement with far greater rewards than even Vic expected. The 

very idea of playing senior softball continues yet today as a measure of a generation’s love for 

staying mentally young while growing physically old.  

 But the time had come for the league to move to the next level. Vic had the insight to 

realize it. In September of that sixth season, Vic stepped down because he felt it was time to do 

so. It was a personal decision. He had done all he could do at the organizational level, including 

a few things above and beyond what even he had anticipated doing. Vic Zoldy the competitor 

continued to play softball – his truest love – until he retired in 2011. When asked what he 

thought was his greatest contribution, Vic humbly said it was just getting things started. To all 

those who have ever been in this organization, it is much more than this. Vic Zoldy’s greatest 

contribution was setting out the core values of the league that are still, by and large, its greatest 

asset to this day. 

 The man who would become the next commissioner had some mighty big shoes to fill. 

Stan Schwartz had come into the league in 2001 on the new Marvels team. By September of 

2004, Stan was suddenly at the helm of the MCSSL. He was the right man to move the bar to the 

next level. 
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THE EARLY EXPANSION YEARS 

 The early formative years of the Montgomery County Senior Softball League were 

behind now, and a new horizon was coming into view. Vic Zoldy’s vision, supported by his early 

generals, had been spectacularly successful and had accomplished more than realized at the time. 

Manny London had begun the tradition of arranging social events such as picnics and parties that 

graciously included players’ wives, and it made the league bonds even stronger. The gatherings 

of seniors were all having fun, both on and off the ball field, and that was what mattered most.  

 Promotional efforts, spearheaded by Dennis Lapin, were more than just paying off. And 

when the 2004 season started, the league had enough new players recruited to expand again, 

adding the fifth team. The newest team was dubbed the “Mustangs” in keeping with the 

traditional naming of the letter ‘M,’ and Ben Modica was 

tapped to manage the new team. The league roster of 

participating seniors had increased to about eighty-two 

players. Later that year was when Vic retired as league 

commissioner, but continued as a player through the 

2011 season, when he retired for good and re-located to 

Florida. Tom Boyd remained as manager of the Marshals 

team until he also retired at the end of the 2011 season. 

Manny London continued to play and function as the 

league’s social director through the 2014 season. Dennis 

Lapin also continued to play into the 2014 season and 

currently serves his role as Commissioner Emeritus.  

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Softball Snippet: Triple plays 
are more likely to occur in the senior 
softball league than anywhere else. 
Why? Here are the multiple choice 
answers: A) Base runners are slow, B) 
Batters are slow, C) Nobody believes it 
could possibly happen to him, so nobody 
expects that it will, and therefore he 
doesn’t have to hustle down the 
baseline, D) All of the above. (Hint: 
Answer is “D.”) 
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Stan the Man  

 In late 2004 Stan Schwartz took over the reins from Vic Zoldy. The new “young” 

commissioner was about to move things forward in a way Vic hadn’t envisioned. Stan certainly 

wasn’t Vic, and his management style was totally different. Sometimes this type of style works, 

and sometimes it doesn’t. This time it worked. Beyond what anyone could have hoped for. 

Remember, this was a league set up for seniors to focus on having fun, and having fun was still 

at the forefront of all new things to come.  

 Stan implemented a managerial style in the 

decision-making process known as “management by 

consensus.” It was about to become a silent tribute to the 

continuing success of the still-developing organization. 

After all, this was nothing more than a local softball 

league, not a major corporation. There was no room for 

dictatorial leadership, and Stan quickly realized that. He 

still took Vic Zoldy’s philosophy to heart – if you had 

fun, you won. All things stripped away, Stan kept the 

focus on this being a gathering of seniors who were 

there for one primary reason only. At its very heart, it 

was just a bunch of oldsters out to have some fun 

playing softball. Stan recognized this, and underneath 

his mantle of perfectionism, he vowed to, “… keep the 

league as it was.” But in Stan’s philosophy, there was 

still nothing wrong with “growing” the league in his 

own way. Stan admittedly didn’t like to delegate tasks. Being a perfectionist, his self-proclaimed 

principle was, “… if you want it done right, do it yourself.” Whether in agreement or not, Stan 

moved forward like the steamroller he was, and the league began to take on a new refrain. That 

mantra, fortunately much to his credit, was to make the MCSSL better than it already was.  

 There was no telling Stan that he couldn’t grow the league in leaps and bounds. Before 

the 2004 season ended, Gordy Detweiler came to Stan already suggesting they do something 

over the winter to keep the guys playing, and Stan wholeheartedly agreed. Gordy’s idea of 

Senior Softball Snippet: As the league 
was expanding in the early years, Stan 
Schwartz once attempted to add his 
legacy to the tradition of naming teams 
starting with the letter “M.” After all, 
Stan’s middle initial was also “M.” Stan 
got out his dictionary and went through 
the “M” words, came up with about 
twenty-five new names (excluding his 
own,) but none of them were ever 
considered by the league. Some think 
that Stan was using the first edition of 
the Neanderthal dictionary, when there 
simply weren’t that many words or grunts 
starting with the letter “M.” Stan, of 
course, disagrees. We can’t print his 
response here. 
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establishing some indoor winter softball took root, and he was tapped to organize a winter 

activity for the league. Gordy made arrangements to have a group of MCSSL players travel by 

car pool to the indoor baseball facility in Downingtown twice a week and play in the indoor 

softball league in that area. This winter league activity was to continue play at Downingtown 

through the 2008 season. 

 Stan didn’t stop there. In addition to establishing the winter league activity, another of the 

first things to occur under his leadership was the addition of the sixth team for the coming 2005 

summer league season. The next newest team was 

dubbed the “Mongrels,” again in keeping with the 

traditional naming with the letter ‘M.’ Ed Rutter 

became the team manager. The league roster had 

passed the century mark for the first time, with 101 

players on the six teams.  The 2005 season would also 

see the start of Friday night games at Hatfield midway 

through the season starting at 7:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Night games would continue through 2006, when 

consensus ultimately decided to eliminate the night 

games because of safety concerns. The league went 

back to an all day schedule sticking to a Tuesday / 

Thursday format. The league up to that point had been run by the de facto group of unofficial 

“officials” who were the team managers, but the seeds of a more sophisticated structure were 

beginning to emerge. By the start-up of the 2005 season, Stan had implemented a more 

structured hierarchy. The organization now had official “League Officers” with designated 

official titles, and “Team Officials” who were the individual team managers and assistant 

managers. Vic Zoldy was acknowledged as Commissioner Emeritus, Stan Schwartz was 

Commissioner, Dave Pacewicz was Treasurer, Pete Spohnholtz was Equipment Manager, 

Dennis Lapin was Promotions Manager, Manny London was Social Director, and Larry 

O’Malley was Website Manager & Photographer.  

 

 

Senior Softball Snippet: The sixth team 
added to the league was earmarked to 
be named the Minutemen. Ed Rutter, 
their new manager, took one look at the 
roster of players, commenting,”… 
Minutemen? You’ve got to be kidding! 
These guys look more like a bunch of 
mongrels to me.” There was no denying 
that, so Ed’s new team officially became 
the Mongrels. 



 20  

 

A Wave of Boomers 

 History will one day show that January 1st of 2006 was to have a major social impact on 

American culture. On that date the first of America’s Baby Boomer generation turned sixty years 

of age. It certainly didn’t impact the MCSSL to any great extent, but it had some significance in 

helping to strengthen the league. There was a new harvest of senior softballers just waiting to 

join leagues all over America. In addition to all the men and women who were sixty or over 

already playing in the MCSSL and other area senior leagues, a new wave of younger “senior” 

players was about to enter the local leagues. In July of 2006, the Philadelphia Inquirer in the 

Suburban Sunday edition published an article about the growing popularity of slow-pitch softball 

among the Baby Boomer generation. The article was well researched and pointed out statistics 

on a national level to support the claim. In the article, the MCSSL was one of the senior leagues 

featured, with several of the league members being quoted, among them, Stan Schwartz, who 

continued to promote the league at every opportunity with the assistance of Dennis Lapin. Many 

local former area players, as a result of the publicity, have since responded to the lure of playing 

senior softball in this Montgomery County league. The power of exposure proved its purpose, 

and Stan was elated. 

More Innovations 

 One of the finest innovations to Stan’s credit was zeroing in on the advantages of the 

technological age. Vic Zoldy kept records the old-fashioned way – by pen and paper – and had 

already passed along the compilation of MCSSL records in hand-written form. Stan saw the 

value of the computer. To his unending credit, Stan learned how to use one. One of the early 

members of the league from the first year who played on the Marshals team was a gentleman 

named Larry O’Malley, who was already far beyond proficient on computers. Stan recognized 

Larry’s expertise, the marque of good leadership. Stan had begun the process of setting up a 

computer database for rosters, league records, and everything else that could be documented into 

the world of computer technology. Stan was intent on becoming self-taught even though he 

didn’t get along with computers, but thankfully Larry did to an unending degree, and Larry 

graciously and patiently schooled Stan on how to use computers. The on-line information 

network that had been initiated by Stan was now being managed expertly by Larry, who 

designed the new website from scratch. Larry retired from the league as a player in 2007 and 
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now lives in Lansdale, but still continues to manage the website and all league information on a 

continual daily basis for all the existing and former members of the MCSSL.  

 Stan’s use of the computer enabled him to begin 

capturing the names and addresses of the men and 

women who had ever played in the league from its 

inception up through 2007. To that point in the league’s 

history, there had been about 188 senior participants 

from the county and other surrounding areas, some 

retired, but a majority of whom were still active players 

on team rosters. Today, Joe Juba, one of the earliest 

league members, has taken on the monumental task of 

managing the master database of the names of all the 

men and women who have ever participated in the 

MCSSL. Joe is assisted in his efforts by Diane 

Klementisz, who serves in the capacity as data input coordinator. Stan also more expertly 

formalized the codification of the league rules and regulations. Among several of his other 

enhancements of the league was to increase the interest of travel team participation. In 2007, Jim 

Howels stepped down as the Marauders travel team manager, and Stan asked Gordy Detweiler if 

he would assume the role in addition to handling the winter league activity, which Gordy 

accepted wholeheartedly.  

 Another of Stan’s achievements was the procurement of additional sponsorships, which 

the league continued to solicit through the expertise of Promotions Manager, Dennis Lapin. 

Through an increase in sponsorship monies (most of which came from league members who 

either owned or were affiliated with local businesses,) the organization was able to offset more of 

the costs of running the league because of the generous patronage of many local businesses. All 

the team shirts sported the sponsors’ names and business details on the backing.  

 From the players’ safety perspective, Stan also initiated a new policy that without a doubt 

leveled the playing field for all league members. Equipment technology has grown in leaps and 

bounds since these guys were all kids. Stan responded to player complaints that there is no 

longer such a thing as a “standard” bat, especially in the category of aluminum bats, which the 

Senior Softball Snippet: Once upon a 
time, games were played under the lights 
as part of the regular summer season 
schedule. Night games ceased way back 
when. The “official” reason given was 
that the league had some safety 
concerns. We all know what the only 
concern was. They quit playing under the 
lights because the players couldn’t see 
the darn ball at night anymore!   
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league used as most outdoor softball leagues utilize. Guys 

were bringing their own personal bats to games, some of 

which were really “juiced” as the term goes, giving some 

individuals an added advantage, as the balls would really 

launch off the high-tech double-walled barrels. Aluminum 

bats manufactured today carry a Bat Performance Rating 

(BPF), which measures the speed of a batted ball as it 

comes off the bat. Stan made these high performance bats 

illegal, and the league adopted single-walled bats as a 

pure matter of safety. The league had already adopted the 

Senior Softball USA standard for the type of softball that 

has a core rating for seniors, which has a slower velocity 

when batted. The bat controversy ended. All bats must 

now be approved by the league officers. Even if an 

individual has a personal bat that is legal and wants to use 

it routinely, it’s not a problem. But the bat must be 

donated to the league inventory for all teams to use, not 

just when that individual is playing. It’s a great safety 

rule, and the league has maintained that standard ever 

since. 

 Stan Schwartz’s tenure as the second league commissioner ended in 2007. He regarded 

his greatest contribution as, “… getting things better organized.” Those who have come to know 

Stan wholeheartedly agree that his unending passion for the continuing success of the league is a 

legacy beyond reproach. His advice to, “… keep the league as it was…” was more of a subtle 

suggestion than anything to continue to keep the league growing into the future. Stan was like a 

battlefield general leading the charge, mounted on a horse at the front of the line. His successor 

as commissioner, Dennis Lapin, would inherit the mantle and ride a horse of a different nature. 

Fortunately for the troops of the MCSSL, the new commissioner would continue the legacy and 

take the league to even greater heights.  

 

Senior Softball Snippet: Stan 
Schwartz’s first computer was rumored 
to be almost as old as he was. It was 
very slow, so one day Stan decided to 
enlist help from his good friend Larry 
O’Malley, the league’s resident computer 
whiz kid. “We’ll upgrade it!” Larry 
promised, so Stan went out and eagerly 
bought all the new components. Larry 
went to Stan’s house and dismantled the 
computer, spreading out hundreds of 
parts all over Stan’s living room carpet. 
This is where we almost lost Stan when 
he experienced his very first computer 
heart attack. (Larry said if they were at 
the field he probably would have used 
the league’s defibrillator.)But the story 
has a happy ending.  Larry, of course, 
got the computer all back together and 
working again. Stan recovered, knew his 
life had somehow changed, and now 
volunteers to give talks at all the local 
senior centers in his newfound role of 
computer heart attack survivor. 
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The Next New Commissioner 

 Dennis Lapin and Stan Schwartz essentially switched several positions in October, 2007 

at the end of the season. Stan settled back to take over the duties of Treasurer from Dave 

Pacewicz, and Dennis forged ahead as the new third Commissioner.  The ever-serious Dennis 

had joined the league in 2003 and was involved almost immediately in promoting the league 

from the business end. Dennis had also been assistant manager for the Magics, another role that 

gave him a lot of insight as to how to get more players involved in volunteering to support the 

league’s functions and growing needs. Dennis realized the league was filled with a lot of un-

tapped talent, and would endeavor over the next several years to tap into it. Dennis had already 

gained tremendous support from businesses around the area, and by March of 2006, the league 

was advertising to the members a list of fifteen area supporting businesses that had donated gift 

certificates, checks, or equipment for the league, with more potential supporters on the horizon.  

In 2008 when Dennis took over full time duties from Stan as the next commissioner, Al Keffer 

assumed the duties of Promotions Manager.  

 Dennis’s management style was totally different than either of his predecessors, although 

he maintains that he and Stan managed from the same page. While Dennis preferred to do things 

himself like Stan, Dennis was certainly open to getting more people involved. The perfect 

example is the creation of a more structured process to improve communications and field 

preparation, which resulted in the Hotline and the field maintenance team under Joe Juba. One of 

Dennis’s early achievements was to obtain the township’s permission to officially designate the 

field as the “Home of the Montgomery County Senior Softball League.” A sign was constructed 

and now hangs on the fence at the field.  

 Another major change took place under Dennis’s leadership. Since the league’s inception 

in 1999 up through the 2011 season, all players applying for the league were basically taken at 

their word regarding their athletic ability to run, throw, field and hit. Players were assigned to 

teams strictly on the basis of the date of their application. As a team needed a player, the next 

one moved up. It wasn’t until spring practices began that managers were ever able to evaluate the 

abilities of players already assigned to their teams. It was a bold assumption that persons making 

application certainly had the ability to play, so they were assigned to teams in order for the 

coming spring. Team managers were then responsible for evaluating their new players at the 
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start-up of spring practice. In the attempt to achieve parity, Dennis modified this old approach 

taken by both Vic and Stan. Based upon a new player’s personal information (age, position 

preferences, etc.) on the application, Dennis made assumptions of the player’s skill level and 

assigned that player to a team accordingly. This method lasted until the 2012 season, when 

Dennis instituted the current approach which, while not perfect, certainly seems to be the best 

approach to date to establish an element of team parity. With the coming of the 2012 summer 

season, the league decided it would hold “evaluations” for all new applicants over the winter, 

since it had the availability of the BucksMont indoor facility. It was a way for the league officers 

and managers to collectively evaluate all the player applicants’ abilities to participate, and then 

assign the individuals to teams to more effectively balance the teams.  If it was collectively felt 

that an applicant did not have the ability to play, that applicant was refunded the application fee 

and turned down.   

Moving the Winter League to the Next Level 

 Near the end of the 2008 season during Dennis Lapin’s first full year, Gordy Detweiler 

moved the winter league activity to the next level. The winter team members were each paying 

seventy-five dollars dues to the Downingtown league to 

cover the required fee to play in the league. The guys 

split the additional personal cost of traveling as they all 

car-pooled. Traveling to Downingtown twice per week 

was getting cumbersome and costly and the players 

were balking, and with support from both Stan and 

Dennis, Gordy made a connection for the league to play 

locally. There were not any ideal baseball / softball 

facilities in the immediate area, but the BucksMont 

Indoor Sports Center in Hatfield was acceptable. While 

the BucksMont facility is not an indoor baseball field 

with high ceilings or wide lateral distance like 

Downingtown, it has sufficient room to allow a softball 

game to be played. At BucksMont, the teams compete 

on a huge rectangular court enclosed by walls that border the left and right field sides beyond the 

Senior Softball Snippet: Is it fair or is it 
foul? Tough call sometimes. The league 
says that the catcher is responsible for 
making the proper call. Problem is, most 
catchers can’t see beyond first or third 
base, so the league mostly goes to plan 
B. We’re not quite sure yet how plan B 
works, but somehow the right call is 
usually made… most of the time… well, 
some of the time… okay, maybe not all 
of the time, but there are times when a 
fair ball is called foul and foul ball is 
called fair and, you know… plan B. 
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bases. The only modifications of the primary league rules are that balls hit off the high ceiling 

are foul balls, and balls hit off the walls in fair territory are in play. It still allows for a decent 

game of softball, and for those who participate, it doesn’t get any better than this to cope with the 

winter blues. 

 Gordy arranged with the local BucksMont facility for the league to play the 2009 winter 

season on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. until 3 p.m. from the first week of January 

until the end of March, a timeframe in which the league still continues to schedule winter games. 

For the first time, the league was able to formalize its own MCSSL Winter Indoor League and 

set up an application process with separate dues that 

basically mirrored the summer application process. The 

dues were set at ninety dollars, which covered the fee 

required by the facility and provided enough left over to 

cover the cost of balls, wooden bats, and team-colored 

T-shirts. The winter league was open for all area seniors 

to apply, not just those who played in the summer 

league. In the first season during the winter of 2009, 

enough players had responded to form five teams 

(rosters of eleven to twelve players each,) and the 

appointed managers selected the players in a draft. The 

winter league has continued to grow with each passing year, adding the sixth team in 2011, the 

seventh team in 2013, and the eighth team in 2014. Periodic player drafts are conducted (as it 

was for the 2014 winter season) to help maintain parity. The 2014 season showed the winter 

roster at about ninety players. 

The Tournament Circuit 

 Another facet of the MCSSL that grew during Dennis’s tenure as commissioner is the 

league’s participation in senior tournaments on an occasional basis. The league has its very own 

unique summer tournament, the annual “One-Pitch Tournament,” which takes place in one day at 

the home field (or an additional nearby location as needed) and involves only MCSSL players. 

The idea came in the 2012 season from the Maulers Bob Cusano. The games are fast moving and 

exciting, not only for the players but also for the fans watching as well. Each batter gets only one 

Senior Softball Snippet: The wife of 
one of the players was watching a game 
and asked her husband why some of the 
players wear shin guards. The reply was, 
“To protect their legs from hard hit balls, 
why else?” She replied, “Isn’t that what 
gloves are for?” Some snippets are just 
instant classics! 
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pitch. If the pitch is a ball, you walk. If it’s a strike (including a foul ball,) you’re out, so the 

batter is faced with the one-pitch challenge of swinging or taking. The first year, teams were put 

together around the existing teams, but it was found that some teams didn’t have enough players 

to commit and had to enlist players from other teams or combine teams. In 2013 a better method 

was initiated, in which all interested players sign up, then a player draft is held by those players 

who have volunteered to be managers. It provides a great opportunity for individuals to play with 

other league members on the same team, and for some, to find out what it is like to manage a 

team. In 2014, the tournament grew to seven teams with ninety-two players participating. The 

tournament has become extremely popular and looks like it will become a long standing 

tradition. 

 Outside the league, teams made up of league members occasionally enter tournament 

play. In the world of softball, tournaments are an integral part of American Softball Association 

activities all over America, and the eastern Pennsylvania region has plenty of them throughout 

the summer and fall seasons.  In 2006, a gentleman named Tom Schadt joined the MCSSL and 

was assigned to the Magics team. Tom was recognized as much as a softball fanatic as a MCSSL 

league player, and stayed active in many softball venues outside the league. Tom’s reputation 

was that of a great organizer, and for many years Tom had managed teams and sponsored 

tournaments throughout the surrounding areas. Tom loved the MCSSL and coming to Hatfield, 

simply because it was the first time in his active softball life that he actually got to focus most all 

of his energy playing softball instead of organizing it. Outside the league, Tom still continued to 

play other venues and often put together teams made up of MCSSL league players for 

tournament play. Many of the MCSSL teams organized by Tom proved to be very successful in 

winning tournaments, particularly teams he had entered into the “age 70 and over” bracket. Tom 

retired as an active player in 2013. That same year, Tom became the league’s next ASA liaison 

officer taking over from Ron Rhoads, who had served in that capacity for several years. Also in 

2013, Tom received a fitting tribute, as he was elected to the “ASA of Pennsylvania Hall of 

Fame” for over fifty years of dedicated service to that wonderful organization. Tom continued 

into the 2014 season as the league’s liaison officer, still coordinating tournament play and 

maintaining a continual link between the league and the business world of the American Softball 

Association.  
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More Summer Teams 

 By the time Dennis Lapin took the helm in late 2007, the MCSSL had already gained a 

significant amount of recognition and publicity in the county circle. The league’s popularity 

continued to grow and attract newcomers, enough that the league had expanded to the seventh 

team, the “Maulers,” with Commissioner Emeritus Stan Schwartz selecting the name and 

volunteering to manage the newest team for the upcoming season. The league roster was now up 

to 121 players. By the start of the 2008 summer season, the “Minutemen” was added as the 

eighth team, and Dennis volunteered to play for the new team to help get it oriented into the 

league with Commissioner Emeritus Vic Zoldy volunteering to be the manager. By the start-up 

of the 2008 season, the league roster had increased yet again and now stood at 142 players spread 

out over the eight teams, a far cry from the original eighteen seniors who showed up at the mall  

that day back in 1999 to start the inaugural season.  

 The 2009 summer season brought about more significant changes to the league’s 

structure. Dennis continued promoting the league through his personal channels while 

Promotions Manager, Al Keffer, focused on the public relations efforts. The league now had two 

Commissioners Emeritus in Vic and Stan (Stan was also the league Treasurer,) and Ben Modica 

was added as the official new Equipment Manager. Manny London continued in his role as 

Social Director and Larry O’Malley as Website Manager & Photographer. The league had now 

added several new officers to the ranks. Jim Binsberger officially became the Health & Safety 

Director. The league had long been committed to the township to maintain the School Road Park 

field, and now officially added Gordy Detweiler and Joe Juba as Directors of Field Operations. 

Ron Rhoads was the first to become the ASA Liaison officer. Under Dennis, an improved voice 

mail system was set up as a hotline to inform players of weather conditions instead of using the 

old phone chain method. 

 The league rolled through the 2009 and 2010 seasons with little change other than adding 

more players to the existing team rosters, as more Baby Boomers continued to join. The league 

roster had grown to 153 active players maxing out the rosters of the eight teams by the end of the 

2010 summer season, and it was again decided to expand the league for the coming year. In 

2011, the league added the ninth team, the “Midnights,” managed by Wayne Bailey. With a few 

more new players entering the league to replace several who had departed, the league roster 
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remained about the same, but was now more evenly spread out over nine teams. Another 

addition Dennis made in 2011 was to appoint another two new additional official league officer 

positions. Gordy Detweiler officially became the Winter League Director and Dave Speelhoffer 

became the Summer League Director. Annual league dues were stabilized at one hundred 

dollars, with a ten dollar discount for early submittal. 

 By the 2012 season, there were enough returning players on the existing league roster 

plus another significant new batch of winter recruits that the league needed to expand yet again. 

Bob Weaver was tapped to manage the newest tenth team, the “Majors.” The league roster for 

the start of the season was 160 strong. The league roster was maxed out with a waiting list of 

new players. According to Dennis, Vic Zoldy’s long range vision was to ultimately have twelve 

teams of active seniors, but that goal is still waiting to be reached. The MCSSL in 2012 had 

finally reached a point where further expansion at this time might not be in the best interests of 

the organization simply because the league officers, through consensus, felt they may have 

tapped far enough into the resources of interested area seniors, at least for the time being. The 

next two succeeding seasons may have proved that point, as the influx of newcomers had waned 

ever so slightly from the class of the 2012 players. But nevertheless, the league in 2012 was the 

strongest it had ever been with a promise that in the foreseeable future it would remain just as 

strong, as team rosters remained again filled to the maximum. 

Expanding the Schedule 

 Another major change to the league schedule occurred under Dennis’s leadership in the 

2012 summer season. Since 1999, the league had only ever played its daytime schedule on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. With the expansion of the league to the tenth team, it became evident 

that the league needed to have another day available during the week to fit into the new 

ambitious ten-team schedule. Hatfield Township was amenable, and Wednesday mornings were 

instituted into the weekly playing schedule. Initially, only two games were scheduled for 

Wednesday mornings (there were four each on Tuesdays and Thursdays,) but in the following 

2013 season, the games would be more evenly spread out over the three weekdays. Games were 

now set at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon, and a 1:30 p.m. game was set for one of the days. It 

was a schedule that ensured each of the ten teams would have two games over every Tuesday / 

Wednesday / Thursday period.  
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 By the end of the 2012 season, Dennis Lapin felt it was time to pass along the reins. 

Dennis feels his greatest contribution was establishing a solid relationship with Hatfield 

Township, without which the league could never have prospered to the extent that it does today. 

The league continues to support the township programs and events, and in turn, the township has 

made many unsolicited improvements to the park, such as pavilion improvements and permanent 

restrooms. Dennis had worked tirelessly to maintain the integrity and credibility of the league, 

and by the time he called upon the next man to become commissioner, Dennis was about to leave 

behind an organization that was not only financially stable, but integrally stable as well. This was 

no longer just a simple gathering of softballers, but a family of older citizens who all share a 

common thread of unity. Their participation goes far beyond just playing softball, and it 

promotes a solidarity that Montgomery County and Hatfield Township can both be proud about.  

 The next commissioner would make even more positive changes, and the league was 

about to enter an era that reflected just how important it had become to the lives of these seniors 

who wholeheartedly supported the core value so long ago envisioned by Vic Zoldy. 
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MCSSL WEBSITE, HOTLINE, AND FIELD OPERATIONS 

The Website 

 It seems appropriate at this point in the narrative history of the league to expand upon the 

importance of the MCSSL website. It serves as the nexus between the members of the 

organization and the general public, and it provides to the viewer a wealth of information about 

the league’s contemporary profile, its purpose, its history, and its many functions. The website 

has become a critical part of the organization, and serves as the conduit for anyone interested in 

joining or supporting the league now or in the future.  

 It may have been prior commissioner Stan Schwartz who steered the organization into the 

technological age, but it was Larry O’Malley who refined how the league was going to sustain 

itself on the information highway. Larry joined the league in 1999 and played for the Marshals 

until he retired as a player at the close of the 2007 season.  Larry had spent a career with Bell 

Atlantic as a manager, and had a keen interest and expertise in computer technology. In keeping 

with the spreading around of talents of league members, Stan recognized he had a real talent in 

Larry, who became Stan’s tutor. Larry’s signature achievement is the MCSSL website, which he 

designed from scratch, and has continued on as webmaster extraordinaire since his retirement 

from league play. Information for the MCSSL website is funneled through the commissioner and 

league officers, and Larry also functions as the league’s “town crier” to disseminate information 

via e-mail to all league members. 

 Another marque of the website, and which also appears on league informational 

documents, are passages quoted from the world of sports, many of them already familiar to the 

sports enthusiast. These passages began appearing during the early expansion years and were 

generated as food for thought. In 2004, the “thought for the season” was, “Let’s all remember to 

look in the mirror before criticizing others.” That same year started usage of another familiar 

sports quote, “To win the game is good…to love the game is better… to play the game is best.” 

Perhaps no one in the history of all sport para-phrased it any better than Satchel Paige… “You 

don’t stop playing because you’re growing old. You grow old because you stop playing.” The 

league has continued year after year to post not only these above mentioned passages, but many 
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more, and they have become ingrained into the league’s ideology along with Vic Zoldy’s 

indelible credo, “If you had fun, you won!” 

The Hotline and the Field Operations Team 

 “Good morning, senior softballers…” the MCSSL Hotline reverberates frequently with 

this familiar greeting, and we have Joe Juba to thank for its refinement along with all the men of 

the field operations team for manning the message recordings. Each time the league members at 

the other end hear it, though, they usually prepare themselves for the next part of the message, 

which most times announces the cancellation of games due to inclement weather, excessive heat, 

or other unforeseen circumstances. But the Hotline has become an integral part of the league 

structure, and it has served the league members well since 2007. The field operations team does 

an excellent job of not only field preparation, but taking on the responsibility of making the 

critical judgment call each morning and then recording it on the Hotline. The league has set 

criteria regarding heat index level or lightning, but the field team members will make the call as 

to whether the games will be played or not due to weather-related field conditions or pending 

weather reports. 

 Up through the early years and into the expansion years of the league, field maintenance 

consisted of little more than a morning visit by Gordy Detweiler to check on conditions, then he 

alone would make a determination if the field was playable. If not, in Gordy’s opinion, he would 

contact the managers via telephone and the standard phone chain would start. Joe Juba later took 

over these daily duties from Gordy. This simple practice, while effective, was later upgraded to 

the current telephone Hotline system. By 7:30 a.m. each morning of scheduled games, if there 

are questionable weather conditions that have occurred overnight, or conditions that are currently 

occurring or are pending, there will be an official message as to whether the start-up game is 

being played or not for that particular date. When the remainder of the day is rained out, an 

additional message will be put out. All a league player has to do is dial the number at any time to 

obtain current information. The league has taken all the guess work out of wondering whether 

the games are a “go” or not. 
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 Back in 2006 when Gordy was solely responsible for determining whether the league was 

going to play or not, Joe Juba saw that Gordy could use some help and volunteered to assist. Joe 

originally started the early morning practice of grooming the field by utilizing the raking 

equipment stored outside on the grounds at the School Road Park baseball field, which was 

adjacent to the softball field used by the league. The 

league members greatly appreciated the results, 

realized the true value of field preparation, and by the 

2009 season the league had officially appointed both 

Gordy and Joe as the head “groundskeepers,” adding 

them to the official list of league officers as Directors 

of Field Operations. Utilizing monies from the league 

treasury, proper maintenance equipment was 

purchased for the task. Over a short period of time, 

Joe grew the grounds-keeping crew into a select group 

of dedicated volunteers (all of whom live nearby) who 

now rotate on their own schedule to prep the field 

before each day of scheduled games. In addition to 

Joe, the league’s extraordinary field operations team 

for the 2014 season consisted of Tommy Corcoran, Charlie Weigle, Tom Dougherty, Jim 

Corrigan, and Tom Lane. (Past members included Gerald Hoffius and Bill Standen.) One or so of 

the above mentioned current team members is always up at the crack of dawn on any given day 

when games are scheduled to ensure the field conditions are playable and that the infield is 

dragged and properly lined as a ball field should be. It is another accolade to the extent that these 

league members will go to volunteer and contribute to the successes of the MCSSL. 

 The league had also purchased a “Job Box,” which was placed next to the right field side 

dugout, for the league to store everyday field supplies, bats, bases, first aid kit, defibrillator, etc.  

In 2012, the league solicited the membership for an extra nominal donation to purchase a 

maintenance shed to house the tools, supplies, and tractor that the league had purchased for the 

maintenance operation. Hatfield Township generously dedicated a small segment of property 

adjacent to the left field line fencing where the league’s shed was permanently positioned, 

thereby allowing for immediate access to the field through the fence gate. The league has 

Senior Softball Snippet: Early on in the 
league history when Gordy Detweiler 
was the sole groundskeeper, it was 
rumored that the only time Gordy would 
cancel a game due to a wet field was 
when his canoe paddle would not touch 
the bottom of the infield. Gordy, of 
course, denies it, stating he doesn’t even 
own a canoe. When pointed out that his 
truck has a canoe rack on top, Gordy 
fired back, “… that’s a rack for my 
ladders! I’m a painter!” We think it’s a 
decoy. It’s definitely a canoe rack. 
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assumed total responsibility for the shed and the immediate area surrounding it. Joe Juba’s team 

continues to do an excellent job of maintenance. Jimmy Corrigan, carpenter extraordinaire, 

constructed a clever homemade device for dragging the field prior to games. Ask any player who 

shows up early on any given morning for that first scheduled game what they think of the field 

operations team. The smiles on the faces of all the players are all that needs to be heard. 

  



 34  

 

AN INDELIBLE CREDO 

 “… The league emphasis is on safe play, having fun, demonstrating sportsmanship, 

getting some exercise, having some laughs, enjoying camaraderie, and winning, in that order of 

importance…” No one could have said it any better. Vic Zoldy’s original expanded mission 

statement concluded with these words, “… We are thankful we can still play for the love of this 

game.” It was that American spirit of good play – ingrained in a whole generation of seniors – 

that so inspired Vic to turn that winter whim into a storybook that yet has no ending in sight. The 

MCSSL has continued to be guided by a credo that is not likely to change as long as this 

generation of seniors simply shows up to play some softball.  

And We’ll Have Fun, Fun, Fun… 

 For Vic Zoldy, it was always about having fun, and it was only about having fun. As 

strong as the credo is today, however, back in 1999 this newly formed league of senior 

softballers certainly was not without some growing pains in that first year. The concept of senior 

softball wasn’t new. It had been gaining momentum all 

around the USA for years even before the Baby 

Boomers became eligible, as evidenced by the 

Philadelphia Inquirer article back in 2006 referenced 

previously. Senior softball was just new to the Hatfield 

area in 1999. Vic Zoldy had blanketed the area at that 

time soliciting softball players, and quite a few of them 

came from neighboring Bucks County and the 

surrounding Philadelphia areas. To some of these old 

time “hard-core” softball players, however, it wasn’t 

exactly what they were anticipating, although Vic went 

to great length to make it known that this was purely 

about having fun. The level of play apparently wasn’t up 

to some of those early players’ expectations, the competition wasn’t predicated on winning at all 

costs like it was down in Philly, so they quit because Vic’s league was beneath them. It wasn’t a 

failure by any means on the part of Vic or any other founding member. Vic’s motto, “If you had 

Senior Softball Snippet: There is no 
image more iconic than that of an all-
American ballplayer. Nothing projects 
that image better than the wearing of an 
all-American baseball cap. Here’s a 
challenging question for you… how 
many players in the MCSSL are bald 
under their caps and how many still have 
their hair? Nobody knows. Do we really 
want to know? Probably not. What a way 
to destroy an image… 
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fun, you won,” (which summarized his original mission statement,) just didn’t sink in to some of 

those early geezers. It didn’t matter to Vic. It was their loss. There were plenty more seniors 

throughout the area anxious to do just that. Have fun. Vic and the original members stuck to their 

philosophy. 

The Credo Exemplified 

 Perhaps nothing can ever better exemplify the MCSSL’s dedication to the human spirit 

and to this indelible credo than one of the league’s favorite sons, a gentleman by the name of 

John Lancaster, who also spreads his talents around by serving on the Montgomery County 

Upper Gwynedd Township Planning Commission. The league has had a long standing minimum 

age requirement of sixty, with the proviso that, “… any exceptions must be approved by the 

League Officers.” Such was the case with John Lancaster, who joined the league in 2005 at age 

fifty-six by unanimous approval of the officers. John embodies everything that can ever be said 

about camaraderie and determination. In that first year, John became a teammate of the Mongrels 

– the league’s affectionately designated misfit name – and whether he wants to admit it or not, it 

seems it was John’s destiny to be named to that team of gentle misnomers. John is a real scrapper 

himself like his teammates.  John is a Vietnam War Veteran amputee, having lost his right hand 

while serving his country. He is one of many military veterans on the league roster who plays his 

heart out every week in the friendly confines of this very special gathering of seniors. This 

league is not about how expertly you can play, but rather about how you play to the best of your 

ability with what you are made of inside yourself.  None do it better than John Lancaster. 

Standing Tall 

 Today, the league continues to stand firm on its credo. The main focus is and always has 

been all about having fun and respecting others and all things. You won’t find a softballer in the 

league today who would change the league’s philosophy. Since 9/11, every year thereafter if 

there are scheduled games on that date, the competing teams line both sides of the foul line 

before each game to pay their silent respect. The league doesn’t keep an official won-lost record, 

doesn’t have standings, doesn’t compile statistics, doesn’t recognize a champion, and doesn’t 

single out or award individual seasonal performances on the field. Because it’s all about having 

fun and in that respect, everyone is equal. They treat each other with the highest regard, 



 36  

 

regardless of the individual’s abilities or inabilities. Safety of all players is paramount. There are 

no alcoholic beverages allowed. They don’t publicly discuss their political views. There is no 

tolerance for arguing or fighting or being openly critical of a player’s performance, any of which 

could result in a player being barred from the league. But don’t kid yourself that they aren’t 

competitive. These guys are as competitive as they come. Softball and baseball alike are a game 

of statistics. They all know what their own team’s record is and what teams have the best 

records. They know which team is the best team that they all have to beat. They know who the 

toughest guys are to get out, who runs the fastest or slowest, who fields and throws the best, who 

hits the ball deep and who does not. It’s a part of the game that cannot be erased because it is a 

part of the very nature of any ball player.  It is this silent attention to the “unofficial statistics” 

that keeps the level of competition as keen as it can be. You don’t have to ask any of them, 

because in the mind of every player in the league, it is an important part of what makes it that 

much more fun.  

 And it isn’t just limited to playing softball. It has long since expanded itself into a social 

structure of sorts that goes well beyond just playing a game. It was the second year of the 

league’s existence when a social director was appointed, and the league’s loveable nineteenth 

man, Manny London, continues in that role to outdo himself each year. Under Manny’s capable 

direction, the league hosts a number of annual social events. One of the highlights of every year 

is the players’ picnic and photo session, where official team pictures are taken and individuals 

can even have their own personalized baseball trading cards made up for their families. There is 

also a family picnic night, summer trips to professional baseball games, a golf outing, end of 

season picnic and awards ceremony, and a Holiday Party that includes entertainment. Manny 

claims he earned a player reputation as a “sore loser,” but there isn’t a player in the league who 

would ever consider that Manny has ever lost. With everything he does, he’s the one who always 

comes out a winner. 

 Vic Zoldy’s indelible credo has carried the league through its sixteenth year of existence. 

Supported by an incredible group of seniors who enthusiastically subscribe to this principle, the 

league moves forward each year improving upon the last. Until such time as there is no longer a 

thread of softball enthusiasm left among this crowd of oldsters, the MCSSL will open their 

seasons with a heartfelt play ball! that will continue echoing through Montgomery County.  
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THE NEWEST COMMISSIONER 

 John Frantz had joined the MCSSL in 2008 just to play some softball as an alternative to 

playing baseball. John is a baseball man from way back, and throughout his entire sports active 

life, he has dedicated his energies to America’s favorite pastime and other sports. In addition to 

continuing to play senior baseball throughout the area, John is also a PIAA baseball and 

basketball official, and umpires and referees a great many high school inner-scholastic level 

baseball and basketball games, mostly in the Upper Dublin area. Back in 2007, John saw an ad 

over the winter for the league and decided to try some softball as an alternative to baseball. So 

John showed up at the Montgomery Mall, at that time still the central gathering place for the 

initial recruitment of new area players. John was admittedly impressed at the organizational level 

of the league. He was assigned to the newest expansion team, the “Minutemen,” and has 

continued to play with that team ever since. 

 When John joined the league, Dennis Lapin was not only the new third commissioner, 

but had also volunteered to manage the new Minutemen expansion team for the 2008 season. 

Dennis and John were destined to play as teammates ever since. During that time the two 

developed not only a friendship, but a business-type relationship as well. John was more than 

just one terrific ball player, as all who have played with him or against him can attest. John had 

spent his working career in the engineering profession, and held a managerial position at PECO 

until he retired. It was Dennis who recognized that John, aside from his ball-playing skills, was 

also a man who possessed great skills as a manager and leader, and one who could carry the 

torch into the next phase of the organization. When Dennis decided it was time to call it quits as 

commissioner at the end of the 2012 season, there wasn’t anyone else he wanted to consider to 

take over the job. It didn’t take much convincing. John graciously accepted the helm for the start-

up of the 2013 season. One of the first things that occurred during John’s first months as new 

commissioner was to appoint the new position of Assistant Commissioner. The league was still 

gaining momentum at the organizational level and was expanding its activities and interests, so 

John tapped Mike DeStefano of the Maulers team to fill the new role to supplement the duties of 

commissioner. Mike joined the league in 2007, and had spent a successful career in the teaching 

profession and is acknowledged as a great organizer. With the expanded activities of the league, 

John also agreed to create a new position of Uniforms Manager, a role accepted by Magics 
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manager, Jim Marple. At the start-up of the 2014 season, John expanded Jim’s duties to include 

league Secretary and Rules Manager.  

 Inarguably, John’s premier contribution to the league thus far has been the 

implementation of the official Bylaws of the Montgomery County Senior Softball League, which 

became effective in May, 2014 after overwhelming 

approval by the league membership. The Bylaws clearly 

outline the structure and processes of the organization, 

its purpose and mission, the duties and responsibilities 

of all officers. It also establishes an official Board of 

Directors, which now elects a commissioner to a four 

year term. One highlight of the bylaws is a great 

innovative idea to include a “suggestion process to 

improve the league” in which all league members can 

submit comments or suggestions relating to rules, 

league structure, social events, or any other item of 

interest that needs examination. During the annual 

meeting of the Board of Directors following the end of 

the summer season, all suggestions are considered and 

voted upon. A consensus-based approach for decision-

making (originally initiated by Stan Schwartz) is 

applied, where a two-thirds majority is required to adopt a suggestion. Any new rules or 

regulations that are adopted are instituted for the new upcoming season.  

 There has always been a focus on player safety ever since Vic Zoldy founded the league. 

Since John has been commissioner, safety has become the focal issue. The league has placed the 

greatest emphasis thus far in its history on safety issues and the well-being of all those who are 

current players. Prior to the start-up of each season, the league mandates that three members (all 

volunteers) of each individual team (both winter and summer teams) become certified in the 

AHA Heartsaver CPR/AED Program, a course arranged annually by Health & Safety Director, 

Jim Binsberger. A revised game cancellation clause is now included in the League Information 

and Rules document, which details cancellations for extreme weather, excessive heat, or poor 

Senior Softball Snippet: Where’s my 
bat? The league to date has about one 
thousand and one aluminum bats in its 
inventory, and thanks to John Packel, 
the league’s newest persnickety 
equipment guru, the bats are sorted and 
bundled with such precision that John 
has reduced the time on-deck players 
now spend trying to find their bat down to 
an average of fifty-two seconds. It is just 
not true that John removes bats at 
random until somebody complains. It is 
also not true that John removes bats 
used by opponents who have used the 
particular bat to beat his Mongrels team. 
You’re up next!  Do you know where 
your bat is? 
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field conditions. The league applies a forecasted Heat Index level of 100 or more, temperature of 

95 degrees or greater, or general excessive heat warning. Precise guidelines are also applied for 

lightning or sound of thunder, which requires a thirty minute waiting period after the last episode 

prior to resumption of play.  Another safety-first rule came into being for the 2014 season. The 

new rule made it mandatory that all pitchers wear a mask to protect against hard hit balls. From 

the social aspect, the league also started the “MCSSL Night Out” with an outing to a Trenton 

Thunders minor league game in 2013, and to a Lehigh Iron Pigs minor league game in 

Bethlehem in 2014. John also continues the long-standing tradition of welcoming and inviting all 

media coverage to further promote exposure of the league activities, and the 2014 season has 

already seen some of the players in the spotlight of local media coverage. 

 John’s managerial style is befitting of the league’s continuing vision to have all players 

be an integral part of the organization at all levels. The true marque of good leadership is not 

telling people what to do, but rather empowering the right people to make the best decisions that 

support the goals and objectives of any organization. No one has done a better job of recognizing 

the talents of the membership and steering the organization than John Frantz. The current cadre 

of league officials under John’s leadership is as solid as the league has ever experienced, and has 

received the full support of all the league’s present and 

past members.  

 To further endorse John’s managerial 

approach, one only need digest his annual 

Commissioner’s Message (posted on the website) 

which captures the very core value envisioned so long 

ago by founder Vic Zoldy. In the Commissioner’s 

Message for 2014, John again reminded us of those 

famous words uttered by long-time favorite Phillies 

manager, Charlie Manuel. “If you’re not having fun, 

what’s the point? You’re a grown man playing a kid’s 

game.” In addition to the annual message, John also continues a dedicated section on the website 

to address sponsorship, supporters, and all those special individuals who have contributed greatly 

to the league’s successes. This message page also poses an invitation to potential sponsors to 

Senior Softball Snippet: Hitting-for-the-
Cycle… a rare occurrence, indeed. 
Happens only once or twice a year, if 
ever at all. Here in the senior league, 
however, Forgetting-for-the-Cycle is 
achieved by almost every player almost 
every game. You know… forgetting what 
inning it is, forgetting what the score is, 
forgetting what the count is, forgetting 
how many outs there are. 
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come and join this community of seniors with a promise of patronage from all those league 

members who so much appreciate the donations. John has gone one step further. He invites all to 

attend the games to watch these “Boys of Summer,” with the suggestion that all will, “… 

understand the therapy this league provides for people wanting to be active and are still a viable 

part of society and the economy.” John Frantz is the league’s fourth commissioner. None have 

yet said it any better.    

  



 41  

 

INTO THE FUTURE 

 The end of the 2014 summer season marked the completion of the sixteenth year of 

existence of the Montgomery County Senior Softball League, and it doesn’t show any signs of 

slowing down.  To date, there have been 343 men and women who have passed through the 

league, many of whom still actively participate. From the original dozen founding members who 

met for the very first time back in 1999 at the Montgomery Mall food court, to all those retired 

members who have passed through the ranks over the years, to the present day active members 

who now assemble annually at the Calvary Baptist Church for league orientation, there are those 

who have contributed tremendously to its success. As the league finished its sixteenth year, only 

Ray Forlano of the Marshals and Angelo Malizia of the 

Mavericks remain of the original founding members – a 

fitting tribute to the endurance of this generation of 

American kids. Out of that talented batch of first, 

second, and third year “recruits” from the early 

formative years, an assemblage of those players still 

actively play and contribute selflessly to the continuing 

successes of the league. Over these years of league 

existence, there have been so many capable individuals 

who have contributed to the success of the league that 

they are far too numerous to mention by name here. The 

players all know who they are and what they have done 

to support the league. One needs only to scan the rosters 

on the website to identify those who have come and gone, and those who still continue being a 

part of the history of this very special gathering of individuals who share the commonality of a 

special love for playing a kid’s game.  

The Quality of League Leadership 

 It can be said that there is no greater knowledge than that gained from life’s experiences, 

and it has become so evident in the management of this very special softball league. Leadership 

is perhaps most purely defined as the ability of an individual to instill motivation in others, to 

Senior Softball Snippet: The MCSSL 
so far in its history has had quite a 
repertoire of senior events and 
happenings, like staging social events, 
family picnics, playing senior softball 
tournaments, arranging baseball and 
golf outings. There is one thing, 
however, that the league still hasn’t 
staged – an old-timer’s game. Reason? 
We need first to determine when you’re 
old enough to qualify as an old-timer! 
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empower them to carry out initiative, and to provide general direction for the entire collective to 

achieve its common goal. Nowhere is it better defined than in this league of seniors. There is a 

leader, a commissioner, but he is not a ruler. There are league officers, but they are not a 

congress, but rather counselors.  The league is managed by a consensus of peers, and the 

decision-making process is just that, a consensus. The commissioners, both past and present, rely 

on the insights of those selected or appointed to hold the positions of league officers. Issues are 

defined, presented, discussed, and voted upon. The consensus rules. The league moves ever 

forward, and the quality of its leadership is as good as it can get.  

Sponsorship and Supporters 

 The league’s reputation has grown so incredibly strong over the past decade – partly 

because of the amazing principles it adheres to – that sponsorships and various other supporters 

contribute generously to the league’s continued stability. As of the sixteenth season, the league 

has fourteen major business sponsors, whose generous monetary contributions go toward 

supplying the teams with uniform shirts and hats. As an added bonus for the top ten contributors, 

the individual team jerseys sport the names of the businesses. In addition to sponsorship, the 

league has enjoyed a large number of individual and business supporters who have donated to 

the league in the form of gift certificates for social events, monetary gifts, or equipment 

purchases for league usage. The current list of generous supporters for the sixteenth year 

numbered forty-two. League members are always openly thankful and show appreciation by 

patronizing the businesses or by simply thanking individuals for their generosity.  

Special Orientation 

 Currently, the league now meets every year in early spring at the Calvary Baptist Church 

in Souderton, and thanks goes to Health & Safety Director, Jim Binsberger, for making the 

arrangement. The league’s safety record over the years speaks for itself, but the enhancements 

made in the past recent years have taken it to a new level. Veteran members of the league are 

encouraged to attend, and “rookies” are required to the extent that they are available on 

orientation day. The meetings are always heavily attended by all. The league commissioner 

introduces himself, the league officers, the team managers, and covers all aspects of the league 

operation. Rules and new rule changes are a main part of the focus, particularly those that 
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involve player safety. All incoming league members are given friendly advice to be wary of the 

“new guy injury” when they commence playing, a thinly veiled warning to expect muscle pulls 

and tears in places they haven’t thought about for years. Team jerseys and hats are distributed, 

and it is a time for the teams to get re-acquainted and welcome the newest team members into the 

league. Following orientation, an umpiring clinic is conducted by several volunteer players who 

have performed that function in their careers, since competing teams conduct their own umpiring 

during league competition. The camaraderie from orientation day forward is an integral part of 

why this league has become so successful. 

Softball Heaven 

 If there is such a place, there are many, many reservations waiting to be made. In the 

history of the MCSSL to date, there have been a few individuals who have gone ahead and have 

made the team. Out of every tragedy, there always comes some good. So it was on one sad day 

back in 2003 when a league member passed on the field while participating in a game. There was 

nothing that could have prevented it, but it brought to light the need to enhance the safety aspect 

of the league’s organizational structure. The commissioner was able to procure a defibrillator for 

the league through a generous donation from Univest Corporation, and it paved the way for the 

league requirement to have at least three volunteer players from each and every team to become 

officially certified every year on CPR and AED. 

 The first known past member to pass away was a gentleman named Les Haynie, one of 

the original players who pitched for the Marvels in the early years of the league. At age 76, Les 

at that time was the oldest player in the league. Perhaps no one will ever better represent the true 

American spirit of what this league is all about. Those who remember him had high regard for 

this American military veteran who had served in WWII. Les loved playing softball.  He retired 

from the league after only two years. Les came back home to America from WWII as a survivor 

to a new period in his life to live out the American dream. He was also an ordained minister. Les 

passed away in April of 2002. Les Haynie was a survivor of both the Bataan Death March and a 

Japanese POW camp.  
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The Now and Forever Season  

 Or so it is expected, as there is no end to this league participation that can be seen by any 

of us in the foreseeable future. History, as they tell us, is a record of the past. But history also 

continues to make its mark on the present, and what lies ahead in the future is more history in the 

making. The Montgomery County Senior Softball League is a continuing story, a history-

making adventure with no end in sight for this generation of “senior softballers” whose love of 

life has translated itself into America’s favorite pastime.  Softball is certainly not a way of life, it 

is simply one of the many ways to enjoy American life, and nowhere is it better exemplified than 

here on a local neighborhood ball field in a little municipality in eastern Pennsylvania called 

Hatfield Township, where a league of local seniors routinely gather on many misty mornings to 

simply have some fun in their later years. All things cast aside, they only want to continue to, 

“… play ball!”  
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NO AUTUMN FOR THOSE BOYS OF SUMMER 

 Someone once came up with the silly correlation that entering your senior years was 

moving into the autumn of your life. Ask any of these ball players in the MCSSL, and they will 

tell you it just doesn’t relate here. There may be an autumn to life in general, but there is no 

autumn in senior softball. In the dead of the winter months when these boys trudge through the 

snow from their cars into the indoor facility to play some ball, there remains the same 

enthusiasm from the previous summer and fall months when the outside weather conditions were 

so much better. It doesn’t matter to them. Playing ball is all that matters, and summer simply 

continues into the winter months until summer rolls around again. 

 The Montgomery County Senior Softball League endures as one of the premier activities 

of senior living in the great County of Montgomery, Pennsylvania. With the continued support of 

local business groups, local politicians, members’ wives and families, this wonderful assemblage 

of softball enthusiasts has molded itself into a model of what it is to belong to a successful 

gathering of today’s retired Americans. They all echo the same thoughtful regard. It is their 

special league, and they look at it as one of life’s triumphs. The organization has used the 

unpretentious game of softball to form a very unique camaraderie none can deny. But any way 

you look at it, it rivets these seniors to achievements beyond anything they ever anticipated. Ask 

any of these boys about it. Their responses will all have the same kind of thought in mind. “What 

could be more fun than pretending you’re still young, and you’re hitting a ball again, then 

you’re rounding the bases, and you’re heading safely for home?” They are all right, of course, 

no matter how they say it. They have re-captured the very essence of their youth, and it just 

doesn’t get any better than this. 

 The innocent fantasies of boyhood have long passed. They were all young once upon a 

time. Then suddenly they all grew up. None of them will ever be that big league hero they once 

dreamed of becoming. None of them, of course, would ever openly admit that they ever dreamed 

of becoming one anyway, but that doesn’t really matter anymore. Through the aches and pains 

that come with aging, they cope with the minor annoyances that have now become a part of their 

game. Through it all, they are still here participating in this senior softball league, still playing 
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the game they have always loved, something none of them as little boys ever dreamed was even 

remotely possible. And they play it in the winter, in the spring, in the summer, and in the fall.  

 These are the boys of all seasons, not just summer. But this game is not an analogy of the 

seasons. The thought of an autumn ahead is not in their heads. There is only an endless summer 

of continuous softball, and they look forward to playing another summer game tomorrow. And 

forever after that… 

 

History prepared by George F. Schreader 

October, 2014. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Subject: League Sponsorships and the Mongrels Team  

Document Referenced: Narrative History of the MCSSL 1999-2014 

Section Referenced: The Early Expansion Years, page 19 

Information Provided By: Nick Silveri, Magics, 2005 - 2015  

Expanded Narrative Detail: Ed Rutter, who at the time was a member of the Marvels team, 

volunteered to take the helm as manager of the new expansion team slated for the 2005 summer 

season, earmarked to become the “Minutemen.” Ed had joked about starting off with six 

“rejects” from other teams plus ten or eleven new recruits who supposedly hadn’t played any ball 

for twenty or thirty years. His legendary comment that the group looked more like a bunch of 

“mongrels” made league history. (The Minutemen team name would take a back seat until 2008.) 

Marv Frankil, who at the time was also a player on the Marvels, volunteered to come along with 

Ed and play for the new Mongrels team. Not only would Marv play, but he also began a 

sponsorship (Skippack Pharmacy and Sellersville Pharmacy.) Marv retired from the league at the 

close of the 2013 season, but has continued his generous sponsorship into the 2015 summer 

season. The league’s good fortune did not end there with Marv. One of Ed’s “rookies” for that 

2005 season was Walt Godshall. When the 2008 season rolled around, the Minutemen team was 

finally added. Walt stepped forward and offered his generous support by sponsoring the newest 

team (Godshall’s Quality Meats, Inc.), which he continued into the 2015 season while still 

playing as an original Mongrel team member. 

Date Prepared: January 19, 2015 

Preparer: George F. Schreader, League Historian 



APPENDIX 2 
Subject: Holiday Parties—Venues  

Document Referenced: Narrative History of the MCSSL 1999-2014 

Section Referenced: A Fist Full of … Pennies, page 12 

Information Provided By: Manny London, Magics 2000-2015 

Expanded Narrative Detail: Under the organizing efforts of Dave Pacewicz, the first three 

parties (2000, 2001, and 2002) were hosted and held at the Pacewicz home. As the league 

expanded and the interest among the membership increased, the parties were moved to the North 

Penn Volunteer Fire Company, located in North Wales, PA, from 2003 through 2007. In 2008, 

Manny London, the league’s social director, assumed the responsibility for organizing the affair. 

Manny moved the venue to the Church of the Messiah Parrish House, located just south of the 

William Penn Inn on Route 202 outside North Wales, where it continued to be held through the 

end of the 2015 season. 

Date Prepared: December 29, 2015 

Preparer: George F. Schreader, League Historian 


